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DEPARTMENT O F  THE NAVY 
FLEET TACTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 

NAVAL AIR STATION 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511 

VRC-40/15/wl m 
5750 
S e r  109 
26 February  1976 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  
FORTY 

To : C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  

S u b j :  Command H i s t o r y  (OPNAV R e p o r t  5 7 5 0 - 1 ) ;  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  

R e f :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12 

E n c l  : ( 1 )  B a s i c  H i s t o r y  w i t h  Documenta ry  Annexes A-G 

1. I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  (1) i s  
f o r w a r d e d .  E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  F l  e e t  T a c t i c a l  
S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY h i s t o r y  f o r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1975. 

Copy t o :  
D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  
COMNAVAI RLANT 
COMTACSUPWING ONE 



B A S I C  H I S T O R Y  

I n  N i n e t e e n  H u n d r e d  S e v e n t y - f i v e ,  A.D., t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  
U.  S. Navy B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  
FORTY ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as VRC-4.0) c o m p l e t e d  a n o t h e r  
y e a r  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  s e r v i c e  and  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  u n i t s  o f  t h e  U .  S.  
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  T h r o u g h  a  demanding y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n a l  
commi tmen ts ,  VRC-4.0 c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  r e l i a b l e  and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  f l e e t .  T h i s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  
s p i t e  a f  d w i n d l i n g  f o r c e  s t r e n g t h ,  l i m i t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
f u n d s  a n d  m a t e r i a l ,  and  an i n v e n t o r y  o f  e i g h t  a i r c r a f t  a l l  o f  
w h i c h  a r e  r a p i d l y  a p p r o a c h i n g  o b s o l e s c e n c e .  

VRC-4.0 m a i n t a i n e d  an a v e r a g e  p e r s o n n e l  s t r e n g t h  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  y e a r  o f  25 o f f i c e r s  and 95 e n l i s t e d .  Commander Thomas 
W .  G r i m e s  s e r v e d  as Commanding O f f i c e r  u n t i l  1 J u l y ,  when he  was 
r e l i e v e d  b y  Commander James E. R o t h .  Commander F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  
S u p p o r t  Wing ONE, VRC-4.0's r e p o r t i n g  s e n i o r ,  was C a p t a i n  
A. W .  Howard u n t i l  15  A u g u s t  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  he  was r e l i e v e d  by  
C a p t a i n  G .  R .  O l s o n .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  VRC-4.0 c o n t i n u e d  i t s  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  
o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  b y  a m a s s i n g  1892.2 f l i g h t  
h o u r s  o f  c a r r i e r  s u p p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  1212 C V  l a n d i n g s  w h i l e  
c a r r y i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  4628  p a s s e n g e r s  w i t h o u t  a c c i d e n t  o r  i n j u r y .  
I n  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  a l l  a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n s ,  t h e  s q u a d r o n  o p e r a t e d  
f r o m  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g i n g  a r e a s ,  a  l i s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
Annex D a l o n g  w i t h  i n c l u s i v e  d a t e s  a n d  c a r r i e r s  s u p p o r t e d .  
The s q u a d r o n  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  jump p l a t f o r m s  f o r  U.  S. Navy SEAL 
teams a n d  U .  S .  M a r i n e  P a r a c h u t i s t s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  59.7 h o u r s  
o f  p a r a d r o p  o p e r a t i o n s .  

O p e r a t i o n a l  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  y e a r  a r e  as f o l l o w s :  

11 M a r c h  - a i r l i f t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Emergency A i r b o r n e  
Command P o s t  O p e r a t i o n s  Team TWO t o  USS J .  F. KENNEDY (CV-67) .  

11 M a r c h  - LCDR   made t h e  1 7 7 , 0 0 0 t h  a r r e s t e d  
l a n d i n g  o n b o a r d  t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) .  

May - S u p p o r t  o f  E x e r c i s e s  AGATE PUNCH a n d  SOLID SHIELD. 

2 1  May - T r a n s p o r t  o f  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a c t o r s  t o  USS LEXINGTON 
(CVT-16) f o r  f i t m i n g  t h e  m o v i e  B a t t l e  o f  Midway.  

22  May - T r a n s p o r t  o f  h i g h - r a n k i n g  R u s s i a n  N a v a l  O f f i c e r s  
t o  USS LEXINGTON f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  v i e w i n g  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  s t u d e n t  N a v a l  A v i a t o r s .  

17  A u g u s t  t o  2 6  Sep tember  - One p l a n e  d e t a c h m e n t  d e p l o y e d  
on NATO c r u i s e  w i t h  USS NIMITZ  (CVN-68).  

23  a n d  24 A u g u s t  - A i r l i f t  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a v y ' s  
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Guest  C r u i s e  t o  U S S  F. D. ROOSEVELT ( C V - 4 2 ) .  

1 4  November - Emergency D rug  t r a n s p o r t  f r o m  G r e e n v i l l e ,  
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o  N o r f o l  k N a v a l  H o s p i t a l .  

20 November - VRC-4.0 marked  i t s  s e v e n t h  y e a r  o f  a c c i d e n t -  
f r e e  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  The s q u a d r o n  c l o s e d - o u t  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  
36,063.1 c o n s e c u t i v e  h o u r s  o f  a c c i d e n t - f r e e  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  

M a i n t a i n i n g  e f f e c t i v e  pub1 i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
commun i ty ,  VRC-4.0 s p o n s o r e d  t o u r s  o f  t h e  squad ron  spaces  and 
a i r c r a f t  f o r  s c o u t i n g  groups,, s c h o o l  c l a s s e s ,  NJROTC u n i t s  and 
o t h e r  d i v e r s e  g roups .  E s p e c i a l l y  n o t e w o r t h y  was VRC-4.0 h o s t i n g  
t h e  March  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  C h a p t e r  o f  THE 9 9 ' s ,  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  1  i c e n s e d  women p i l o t s .  Pe rhaps  
t h e  mos t  m e a n i n g f u l  and m o v i n g  e v e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  s q u a d r o n  
p e r s o n n e l  was t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  ceremony i n  h o n o r  o f  A v i a t i o n  
B o a t s w a i n ' s  Ma te  M a s t e r  C h i e f   w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  
1 December. M a s t e r  C h i e f   had  begun h i s  c a r e e r  i n  Nava l  
A v i a t i o n  i n  t h e  same a i r c r a f t  h a n g a r  (LP-4, NAS N o r f o l k )  
t h a t  he was a s s i g n e d  t o  when he r e t 3 r e d  a f t e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  
o f  s e r v i c e .  He was awarded  t h e  M e r i t o r i o u s  S e r v i c e  Award d u r i n g  
t h e  ceremony. 
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A C C I D E N T  F R E E  F L I G H T  H O U R S  

1968  (NOV-DEC) - 9 8 9 . 3  

A C C I D E N T  F R E E  

FEB 
MAR 
APR 
M A Y  
JUNE 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
N O V  
D EC - 
TOTAL 

HOURS 
3T3.3 

TOTAL: 3 8 0 6 3 . 1  
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MONTH 

J A N  
F  EB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
J U N E  
J U L Y  
AUG 
SEPT  
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

F EB 
MAR 
APR - 
MAY 
J U N  
3 U L  
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

,- 7 

0  E R A T I O N A L  S T A  I S T I C S  

c v  
AVE.  P I L O T S  S O R T I E S  OPS P I L O T  F L I G H T  HOURS 

CV 
L A N D I N G S  
7 5  
68 
5 8  
7 0  

1 9 6  
1 6 7  

4  1 
1 0 6  
1 6 1  
1 4 6  
38 

NO. PAX 
456 

M A I L  AND 
CARGO - L B S  - 19,158 
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C A R R I E R - 0 . ' - B O A R D  D E L I V E  Y S U P P O R T  

DATES U N I T  SUPPORTED STAG1 NG P O I N T  REMARKS 

JANUARY 

8 - 1 5  CV 5 9  NORFOLK 

1 0 - 5  FEE CV 6 7  

1 9 - 2 5  CVT 1 6  

GUAMTANAMO BAY 2 - 3  A/C 

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  2  

1 9 - 3 0  CV 5 9  J A C K S O N V I L L E  2  

2 6 - 3 1  CVT 1 6  

F E B  

2 - 1 2  c v  5 9  

1 7 - 2 1  CVT 1 6  

1 8 - 2 8  CV 6 7  

2 2 - 2 7  CV 6 2  

MAR 

5 - 1 3  

9- 1 4  

1 7 - 1 9  

2 0 - 2 9  

APR 

6 - 1 1  

6 -  18 

2 0 - 2 9  

2 7 - 3  HAY 

MAY 

3-  1 2  

8-14 

1 4 - 2 4  

1 8 - 2 4  

C V T - 1 6  

CV 6 7  

CV 6 7  

CVT 1 6  

CV 6 7  

CV 6 8  

CV 6 0  

CVT 1 6  

PENSACOLA 2  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2  

CORPUS-CHRIST1 2  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2  

NORFOLK 

ANNEX C  

NORFOLK 

ROOSEVELT ROADS 2  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  1 

NORFOLK 

PENSACOLA 2  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2  

NORFOLK 

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  2  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2 

NORFOLK 

JACKSONVI  L L E  2  

CORPUS 2  



2 5 - 3 0  

27 -31  

28-31  

JUN 

1-2  

1 -6  

3-9 

11-20 

12-30 

15-27 

28-30 

JULY 

1-16  

2 . .  

13-19 

18-14 AUG 

20-26 

AUG 

16-27 

17-18 

17-23  

17-20 SEP 

18-30 

24-29 

SEP 

21-23 

4-16 

20-4 OCT 

C V T  1 6  

C V  60 

C V  67 

C V  60 

C V  67 

CVN 68 

C V  60 

CVN 68 

CVT 16  

C V  62 

CVN 68 

C V  62 

CVT 16  

CVN 68 

CVT 16  

C V  62 

CVN 68 

CVT 16 

CVN 68 

C V  42 

CVT 16  

ANNEX C 
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PENSACOLA 2 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

JACKSONVI LLE 1 

JACKSONVILLE 2 

NORFOLK 

PENSACOLA -- 2 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

CORPUS 2 

GUANTANAMO BAY 2 

PENSACOLA 2 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

CORPUS 2 

NORTH ATLANTIC 

JACKSONVILLE 

PENSACOLA 2 .  

NORFOLK 

JACKSONVILLE 2 

JACKSONVILLE 2 



2 1 

21-26 

27-29 

28-4 OCT 

OCT 

14-25 

16-23 

22-29 

26-31 

NOV 

2-7 

18-27 

2 5- 3 1 

D EC 

1-5 

1-15 

1- 18 

6- 12 

CV 59 

CVT 16 

CV 66 

CVT 16 

CV 60 

CV 66 

c v  59 

CVT 16 

CVT 16 

CV 66 

CV 60 

CVT 16 

CV 66 

CV 60 

CVT 16 

NORFOLK 

CORPUS 2 

NORFOLK 

PENSACOLA 2 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2 

NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

CORPUS 2 

PENSACOLA .'2 

GUANTANAMO BAY 1 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2 

CORPUS 2 

NORFOLK 

JACKSONV I L L E  2 

PENSACOLA 2 
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RANK NAME 

O F F I C E R  R O S T E R  ( A S O F 3 1 D E C 7 5 )  

CDR J.  E. ROTH 
CDR   

LCDR    
LCDR   
LCDR    
LCDR    
LCDR    

L T     
L T     
L  T     
L T     
L T     
L T     

L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G     
L T J G    

ENS    
ENS    
ENS   

P /C  D E S I G N A T I O N  D A T E  D E S I G  I N S T  R A T I N G  

P L A N E  COMMANDER J U L  7 4  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 7 4  S P E C I A L  

P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 7 4  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 5  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER SEP 7 5  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J U L  7 5  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAY 7 4  S P E C I A L  

P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 5  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAR 7 4  STANDARD 
P L A N E  COMMANDER J U L  7 4  STANDARD 
P L A N E  COMMANDER J U N  7 4  STANDARD 
P L A N E  COMMANDER S E P  7 4  STANDARD 
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAY 7 5  STANDARD 

P L A N E  COMMANDER MAY 7 5  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 5  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 5  
SECOND P I L O T  APR 7 5  
SECOND P I L O T  OCT 7 5  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 5  
SECOND P I L O T  OCT 7 5  
T H I R D  P I L O T  MAY 7 5  
T H I R D  P I L O T  AUG 7 5  

STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 

T H I R D  P I L O T  DEC 7 5  STANDARD 
T H I R D  P I L O T  DEC 7 5  STANDARD 
NEWLY REPORTED 
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