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1. I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  i s  
f o r w a r d e d .  E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  e e t  T a c t i c a l  
S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY h i s t o r y  f o r  p 'a l  a r  y e a r  1973.  

A. PETRICH 
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BASIC HrSTORY 

F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY (VRC-40) i s  t h e  
o n l y  s q u a d r o n  o f  t h e  U. S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  t a s k e d  w i t h  t h e  
m i s s i o n  o f  C a r r i e r  Onboard  D e l i v e r y  (COD). VRC-40 i s  l i t e r -  
a l l y  an  a i r l i n e ,  t r a n s p o r t i n g  p a s s e n g e r s ,  m a i l  and  h i g h  
p r i o r i t y  c a r g o  w i t h  d e s t i n a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  USS 3 .  F. KENNEDY, 
INDEPENDENCE, LEXINGTON a n d  SARATOGA. These a i r p o r t s ,  
however ,  a r e  n o t  t h e  f a m i l i a r  l a n d  l o c k e d  m e t r o p o l i t a n  
s i t e s  b u t  a r e  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  a t  sea.  VRC-40 
p i l o t s  and  c r e w s  f l y  t h e  Grumman b u i l t  t w i n - e n g i n e d  C- lA ,  
c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  8  p a s s e n g e r s  o r  3,500 pounds o f  m a i l /  
c a r g o  o r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t w o .  O t h e r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a l l o w  
t h e  C - 1  t o  be u s e d  t o  c a r r y  l i t t e r  p a t i e n t s  f o r  medevac 
f l i g h t s  o r  t o  a c t  as  t h e  p l a t f o r m  f o r  Navy S e a l  Teams and 
M a r i n e s  on p a r a c h u t e  d r o p  m i s s i o n s .  Though home b a s e d  a t  
N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a ,  many o f  VRC-40's 
o p e r a t i o n a l  con~mi  t m e n t s  a r e  s t a g e d  f r o m  o t h e r  e a s t e r n  b a s e s  
as  w e l l  as  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, P u e r t o  R i c o .  The demands o f  
w i d e l y  d e t a c h e d  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  s u c h  v a r y i n g  m i s s i o n s  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  u t m o s t  i n  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  p r o f i c i e n c y  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  t h e  
h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  p a s s e n g e r  c o m f o r t  and s a f e t y .  

CDR R u s s e l l  E. BIGNEY s e r v e d  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  
VRC-40 u n t i l  13  J u l y  1973  when he  was r e l i e v e d  b y  CDR H o r s t  
A. PETRICH. J u l y  s i g n a l e d  a n o t h e r  change  when on t h e  f i r s t  
o f  t h a t  mon th ,  VRC-40 came u n d e r  t h e  a e g i s  o f  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  
S u p p o r t  Wing ONE,  a  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f u n c t i o n a l  w i n g  
composed o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n s  s q u a d r o n s  on t h e  E a s t  C o a s t .  
Ca t a i n  A .  W .  HOWARD, J r ,  became t h e  f i r s t  Commodore o f  
TA 1 S U P W I N G  ONE a s s u m i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  r e p o r t i n g  
s e n i o r  f o r  VRC-40. 

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  p a s s e n g e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  g i v e  
a n  added  d i m e n s i o n  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  s a f e t y .  A l l  c a r r i e r  w o r k  
i s  demand ing  a n d  p r e c i s e  b u t  VRC-40's t a s k s  c a l l  f o r  t h e  
h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l  and  e x p e r t i s e .  COMNAVAIRLANT awarded  
t h e  s q u a d r o n  a  c i t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  f i f t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r  o f  
a c c i d e n t  f r e e  f l y i n g .  S i n c e  November o f  1968,  VRC-40 has  
l o g g e d  29,008 f l i g h t  h o u r s  w i t h o u t  an  a c c i d e n t .  S i n c e  i t s  
c o m m i s s i o n i n g  i n  1960,  n o  p a s s e n g e r  has  been  i n j u r e d  w h i l e  
f l y i n g  w i t h  "CODFISH AIRLINES" .  

1973  saw t h e  VRC-40 a i r c r e w s  o p e r a t e  f r o m  s e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  
a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  s t a g i n g  o u t  o f  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  b a s e s .  Though 
m o s t  o f  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  one  o r  t w o  a i r c r a f t ,  
t w i c e  t h e  s q u a d r o n  was c a l l e d  on t o  p r o v i d e  s i x  a i r c r a f t  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  m i s s i o n .  I n  March,  C D R  R.  E .  BIGNEY, Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  l e d  a  s i x  p l a n e  d e t a c h m e n t  t o  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, 
P u e r t o  R i c o  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  USS AMERICA (CVA-66) 

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 



r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  a  Westpac d e p l o y m e n t .  W h i l e  AMERICA s teamed 
p a s t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  I s l a n d s  o n  t h e  2 0 t h ,  VRC-40 made 12  
s e p a r a t e  f l i g h t s  t o  and  f r o m  h e r  d e c k .  CDR H .  A. PETRICH, 
t h e n  s q u a d r o n  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  l e d  s i x  a i r c r a f t  t o  
P e n s a c o l a ,  F l o r i d a  i n  J u n e  w h e r e  a  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  t h r e e  
d a y  e v o l u t i o n  o f  C O D  s e r v i c e s  and  c a r r i e r  qua1 i f i c a t i o n s  
were  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  USS LEXINGTON ( c v T - 1 6 ) .  O t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n a l  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  t r a i n i n g /  
r e c r u i t i n g  f l i g h t s  made i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  NAVAIRLANT Home- 
t o w n  R e c r u i t i n g  P rog ram,  weapons l o a d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads a n d  a  p a r a d r o p  m i s s i o n  i n  L e x i n g t o n ,  O h i o .  
By t h e  t i m e  1973  d r e w  t o  a  c l o s e ,  VRC-40 h a d  made 3,312 
f l i g h t s  w h i l e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  6 0 4 1  p a s s e n g e r s  ( 2 5 3  VIPS) a n d  
258,063 pounds  o f  m a i l  a n d  c a r g o  a n d  had  g r a b b e d  a  w i r e  
1,044 t i m e s .  

VRC-40's a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  
a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  a n  a v e r a g e  o n b o a r d  c o u n t  o f  
110 e n l i s t e d  and  26 o f f i c e r s  i n c l u d i n g  22 p i l o t s .  The squad-  
r o n  m a i n t a i n e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  1 0  a i r c r a f t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

VRC-40 p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e  i n  many o u t s i d e  i n t e r -  
e s t s  i n c l u d i n g  Boy S c o u t i n g ,  c o m m u n i t y  a f f a i r s  a n d  o t h e r  
y o u t h  p r o g r a m s .  The s q u a d r o n  was r e p r e s e n t e d  w e l l  on t h e  
NAS N o r f o l k  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d s  a s  t h e  v o l l e y b a l l  t eam c a p t u r e d  
t h e  l e a g u e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  and  b o t h  t h e  s o f t b a l l  and  b a s k e t b a l l  
teams made t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  p l a y o f f s .  

1973 saw v a s t  changes  i n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  b o t h  b a r r a c k s  
a n d  w o r k i n g  s p a c e s  a s  an e x t e n s i v e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o g r a m  was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L e a d i n g  C h i e f  P e t t y  
O f f i c e r .  

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  was a  f i r s t  t e r m  r e e n l i s t m e n t  r a t e  
o f  64% f o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  mon ths  o f  1973,  n e a r l y  t r i p l e  t h e  
Navy w i d e  a v e r a g e .  

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  



JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

TOTAL 

r 

ACCIDENT FREE FLIGHT HOURS 

S q u a d r o n  p i  l o t s  CVA I n - p o r t  T o t a l  
S u p p o r t  

3 2 2 . 1  0 .0  3 2 2 . 1  
429.9  0 .0  429.9  
499 .0  32 .0  531 .0  
530.6  130 .5  6 6 1 . 1  
6 7 9 . 8  151 .2  8 3 1 . 0  
431.7  1 1 6 . 4  5 4 8 . 1  
3 8 6 . 1  4 9 . 8  435 .9  
383 .0  9 5 . 8  4 7 8 . 8  
360 .0  6 6 . 0  426 .O 
3 2 4 . 8  158.6  483 .4  
4 6 5 . 5  120 .8  586 .3  
264 .3  103 .2  367 .5  

5076 .8  1024 .3  6 1 0 1 . 1  
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DEPARTMENT OF TRE NAVY 
HEADQUARTERS 

COMMANDER NAVAL AIR FORCE, U. S. ATLANTIC FLEET 
NAVAL AIR STATION 

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511 CNAL 
02 

From: Commander.Nava1 Air Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet 
To : Commanding Officer, Fleet ~actical Support Squadron 40 
Via: Commander Tactical Support Wing 1 o 

Sub j : Recognition for accident!-£ ree aircraft operatiohs 

Encl : (1) COMNAVAIRLANT Citiatiop t 

1. The Commander Naval Air Force, U. S. Atlantic Fl - ee t  t a k e s  
great pleasure in according special recognition for mcritotiollr: 
achievement in aviation safety. 

2. The enclosed citation for operations without a major air- 
craft accident for the five year period from 16 Novembcr 1968 
to 15 November 1973 is hereby forwarded. The Commanding Officer, 
officers, and men of FLETACSUPPRON 40 are congratulated for 
this fine achievement. They can take pride in such o u t s t a n d i n 9  
performance and in their contribution to the continued reduction 
in losses of personnel and material assets within the Naval Air 
Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet and the United States Navy. 

3. The Commanding Officer is encouraged to reflect this 
achievement in the official evaluations of the officers and 
men who contributed to the success of FLETACSUPPRON 40 in 
operational safety. Action to provide individual awards to 
personnel who have made outstanding Contributions to this 
success is appropriate. 

A N N E X  B 
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OPERATIONAL STATISTICS 

MONTH AVE. PILOTS SORTIES SQUADRON PILOT CVA IN-PORT 
FLT. HRS. SUPPORT 

JAN 20 1 7 5  3 2 2 . 1  0 .0  
FEB 2  1 230  429.9  0 .0  
MAR 23 2 6 6  499 .0  - 3 2 . 0  
APR 23 379  530.6  130 .5  
MAY 22 466  6 7 9 . 8  151 .2  
JUN 22 276  431 .7  1 1 6 . 4  
JUL 23 253  3 8 6 i 1  c 4 9 . 8  
AUG 2 4  254  383 .0  9 5 . 8  
SEP 2 4  2 6 0  360.0  6 6 . 0  
OCT 22 235 324 .8  158.6  
N O V  25 325  465.5  120 .8  
DEC 24 193  264.3  103 .2  

2 0  3312  5076.8  1024.3  

C V  LANDINGS NO, PAX V I P ' s  MAIL  AND 
- - -  - -  - .  CARGO- LBS 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
M A Y  
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

ANNEX C 



COD SJJPPORT 1 9 7 3  

DATES 

J A N  0 5 - 0 7  
1 6 - 2 3  
3 0 - 3 1  

F E B  0 1 - 0 6  
0 4 - 0 9  
11 
1 2  
1 3 - 1 9  

MAR 1 3 - 1 6  

U N I T  SUPPORTED 

C V A - 6 7  
C V A - 6 7  
C V A - 6 7  
C V A - 6 7  
- - - - - - 
C V A - 6 0  
C V A - 6 7  
C V A - 6 7  
C V A - 4 2  

2 7 - 3 0  C V A - 4 2  
2 8 - 3 1  C V A - 6 7  

APR 0 1 - 0 3  C V A - 6 7  
0 3 - 0 5  C V A - 6 2  
0 9 - 1 5  C V A - 6 2  
1 3 - 2 3  C V A - 4 2  
2 3 - 3 0  C V A - 6 2  
2 4 - 2 7  C V T - 1 6  
3 0  C V A - 4 2  
2 9 - 0 4  MAY - - - - - -  

MAY 01-08  C V A - 4 2  
0 1 - 0 4  C V T - 1 6  
0  1 C V A - 6 2  
0 7 - 1 0  C V T - 1 6  
0 8 - 1 5  C V A - 6 2  
1 8 - 1 9  C V A - 4 2  
2 1 - 2 6  C V A - 4 2  
2 2 - 2 4  C V T - 1 6  
2 2 - 2 5  C V A - 6 2  
2 7 - 2 8  C V A - 6 2  
2 9 - 3 1  C V A - 6 2  
3 0 - 3 1  C V T - 1 6  

J U N  0 1  C V T - 1 6  
0 3 - 0 6  C V A - 4 2  
1 1 - 1 4  C V T - 1 6  
1 6 - 2 2  - - - - - - 
1 9 - 2 2  C V T - 1 6  
2 6 - 2 8  C V T - 1 6  

J U L  0 5  C V A - 5 9  
0 7 - 0 9  C V A - 4 2  
1 2  C V A - 4 2  
1 5 - 1 9  C V A - 4 2  
1 6 - 1 8  C V T - 1 6  
2 2  C V A - 4 2  
2 4 - 2 6  C V T - 1 6  
2  5  C V A - 4 2  
3  1 C V T - 1 6  

AUG 0 1 - 0 2  C V T - 1 6  
2 1 - 2 3  C V T - 1 6  
2 2 - 2 3  C V A - 6 6  

S T A G I N G  P O I N T  

NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P .  R. 
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P .  R. 
NORFOLK 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P .  R. 
NORFOLK 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
NORFOLK 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
PJORFOLK 
PENSACOLA 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P.R. 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
NORFOLK 
PENSACOLA 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
PENSACOLA 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P.  R. 
PENSACOLA 
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P.  R. 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
PENSACOLA 
NORFOLK 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P.R.  
PENSACOLA 
ROOSEVELT ROADS, P.R.  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
PENSACOLA 
PENSACOLA 
PENSACOLA 
NORFOLK 

ANNEX D  

REMARKS* 

WEAPONS LOAD 
2  A / C  

WEAPONS LOAD 
2  A / C  
2  A / C  

2  A / C  
2  A / C  
2  A / C  
2  A / C  
6  A / C  
WEAPONS LOAD 
2  A / C  
2  A / C  



D A T E S  

AUG 2 7 - 2 9  
2 8 - 3 1  
2 7 - 3 1  

S E P  0 7 - 0 9  
10 -14  
10-18 
1 8 - 1 9  
2 5 - 2 6  

OCT 1 6 - 1 7  
16-18 
2 3 - 2 4  
2 3 - 2 5  
3 0 - 3 1  

NOV 0 1 - 0 7  
08 
1 2 - 1 6  
1 3 - 1 5  
1 8 - 2 0  
1 9 - 2 1  
2 6 - 3 0  
2 7 - 2 8  
3 0  

DEC 0 1 - 0 2  
0 2 r 0 8  
0 6 - 1 3  

U N I T  S U P P O R T E D  S T A G I N G  P O I N T  

N O R F O L K  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
R O O S E V E L T  ROADS,  P .  R. 
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
P E N S A C O L A  
N O R F O L K  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
P E N S A C O L A  
N O R F O L K  
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
P E N S A C O L A  
N O R F O L K  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
R O O S E V E L T  ROADS,  P . R .  
N O R F O L K  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
CORPUS C H R I S T I  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
P E N S A C O L A  
N O R F O L K  
J A C K S O N V I L L E  
N O R F O L K  
N O R F O L K  
R O O S E V E L T  ROADS,  P .  R.  
N O R F O L K  

* S I N G L E  A I R C R A F T  U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  N O T E D  

2  
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, 
O F F I C E R  R O S T E R  ( A S  OF  31 D E C  73) 

R A N K  NAME P / C  D E S I G N A T I O N  D A T E V 0 E S I G  I N S T  R A T I N G  

CDR H . A .  P E T R I C H  P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 72 S P E C I A L  
CDR   P L A N E  COMMANDER S E P  73 S P E C I A L  

L C D R   
L C D R    
L C D R    
L C D R    
L C D R    

L T    
L T    
L T    
L T    
L T    
L T    
L T    

L T J G   
L T  J G  .  
L T J G   
L T J G   
L T J  G   
L T J G   
L T J G   
L T J G   
L T J G   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

E N S    
E N S    

S U P P O R T  P E R S O N N E L  

E N S    
E N S    

CWO-2    
CWO-2    

P L A N E  COMMANDER A U G  71 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER A U G  73 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER NOV 72 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  72 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER A P R  72 S P E C I A L  

P L A N E  COMMANDER S E P  71 S P E C I A L  
T H I R D  P I L O T  D E C  73 S T A N D A R D  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 72 S T A N D A R D  
P L A N E  COMMANDER D E C  72 S T A N D A R D  
P L A N E  COMMANDER D E C  72 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  72 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER NOV 72 S T A N D A R D  

P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 73 
P L A N E  COMMANDER J U L  73 
P L A N E  COMMANDE'R AUG 73 
P L A N E  COMMANDER O C T  73 
P L A N E  COMMABDER O C T  73 
THlfRD P I L O T  MAR 73 
T H I R D  P I L O T  MAR 73 
S E C O N D  P I L O T  NOV 73 
S E C O N D  P I L O T  NOV 73 

S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  
S T A N D A R D  

T H I R D  P I L O T  S E P  73 S T A N D A R D  
T H I R D  P I L O T  D E C  73 S T A N D A R D  

A S S I S T A N T  O P E R A T I O N S  O F F I C E R  
A S S I S T A N T  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  O F F I C E R  

A S S I S T A N T  M A I N T E N A N C E  O F F I C E R  
M A I N T E N A N C E  C O N T R O L  O F F I C E R  

A N N E X  E  




