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From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY 
To : C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  (OP-05D2) 

S u b j :  Command H i s t o r y  (OPNAV R e p o r t  5 7 5 0 - 1 ) ;  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  
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BASIC HISTORY 

FLETACSUPPRON FORTY (VRC-40) i s  t h e  o n l y  s q u a d r o n  i n  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  f l e e t  w h i c h  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  u n u s u a l  t a s k  o f  C a r r i e r  
Onboard  D e l i v e r y ,  t h u s  t h e  n i c k n a m e  "COD". COD o p e r a t i o n s  
p r i m a r i l y  c o n s i s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  p a s s e n g e r s ,  ma i1 ,and  h i g h  
p r i o r i t y  c a r g o  t o  and  f rom a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  s e a .  
Some o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and  
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s e n g e r s  o f  t h e  s q u a d r o n .  D u r i n g  
1972,  a  t o t a l  o f  157  s u c h  V I P ' s  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  VRC-40's  
C-1A a i r c r a f t  (Annex  C).  The s q u a d r o n  i s  o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  
d e l i v e r  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  s u p p l y  i t e m s  t o  p o r t s  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  
s e a b o a r d  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  l y  t o  d i f f e r e n t  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  
Sea. I n  1972,  N a v a l  S t a t i o n  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, P u e r t o  R i c o ,  was 
u s e d  as  a  p r i m a r y  s t a g i n g  p o i n t  f o r  VRC-40 t o  s e r v i c e  A t l a n t i c  
f l e e t  c a r r i e r s  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  o n - s t a t i o n  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
f l e e t  (Annex  H ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  numerous m i s s i o n s  s u c h  as p a r a -  
d r o p s  f o r  Navy S e a l  Teams and  M a r i n e s  and  o c c a s i o n a l  g u n s p o t -  
t i n g  e x e r c i s e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Capes a r e a .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  v a r y i n g  w i d e l y  
f r o m  d a y  t o  day ,  t h e  s q u a d r o n  has  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  and  
f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  t a s k s .  

W i t h  s u c h  a  v a r i e d  m i s s i o n ,  s a f e t y  i s  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m -  
p o r t a n c e  and  t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  t h o r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  i s  
e v i d e n c e d  b y  i t s  r e c o r d  o f  a c c i d e n t  f r e e  h o u r s .  S i n c e  November 
1968 ,  VRC-40 has  l o g g e d  22,906.9 a c c i d e n t  f r e e  h o u r s .  I n  r e -  
c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ,  COMNAVAIRLANT, 
a w a r d e d  t h e  s q u a d r o n  a  c i t a t i o n  f o r  M e r i t o r i o u s  A c h i e v e m e n t  
i n  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y  i n  1972  and  a  4  Y e a r  c i t a t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  
s a f e t y  s i n c e  1968 ,  (Annex  A  and B ) .  

U n l i k e  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  commands, VRC-40 r a r e l y  d e p l o y s  as  
an  e n t i r e  u n i t .  E x t e n d e d  d e p l o y m e n t s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  o n l y  
one  o r  t w o  a i r c r a f t  and  t h e i r  c r e w s .  The o n l y  e x t e n d e d  d e t a c h -  
m e n t s  i n  1972 ,  w e r e  a b o a r d  t h e  USS INTREPID (CVS-11) .  The f i r s t  
one  was DET I f r o m  9  March  1972  t o  22 A p r i l  1972  and  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  3 p i l o t s ,  6 e n l i s t e d  men a n d  o n e  C-1A a i r c r a f t .  DET 11, t h e  
o n l y  o t h e r  d e t a c h m e n t  c o v e r e d  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  11 J u l y  1972  t o  
19  O c t o b e r  1972 .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  2  p i l o t s ,  7  e n l i s t e d  men and  
one  C-1A a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r u i s e , w i t h  an  a u g -  
m e n t a t i o n  o f  4 p i l o t s  and  2  e n l i s t e d  men f o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  
S e p t e m b e r  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  C O D  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  NATO 
e x e r c i s e  S t r o n g  E x p r e s s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  VRC-40 p i l o t s  
o p e r a t e d  o u t  o f  Norway and  s e r v i c e d  t h e  3 c a r r i e r s  i n v o l v e d  
w i t h  S t r o n g  E x p r e s s ,  USS INTREPID, USS JOHN F .  KENNEDY, and  
HMS ARK ROYAL. (Annex J ,  page  5 ) .  
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D u r i n g  1972,  VRC-40 t r a n s p o r t e d  n e a r l y  6,000 p a s s e n g e r s  
a n d  o v e r  323,000 pounds  o f  m a i l  and  c a r g o  w h i l e  f l y i n g  more  
t h a n  4.9 t h o u s a n d  h o u r s .  C o m p l e t e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  Annex ( C ) .  

A l l  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1972  w e r e  
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  t o t a l  o f  1 2 2  e n l i s t e d  men a n d  24  
o f f i c e r s  ( 2 1  p i l o t s ) ,  b o t h  a  d e c r e a s e  f r o m  1971'. 

O f  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1972  was t h e  
change  o f  command, 7  J u l y  1972 ,  i n  w h i c h  CDR R u s s e l l  E. BIGNEY 
r e l i e v e d  CDR R i c h a r d  L .  BRUMMAGE o f  VRC-40's  h e l m .  

I n  1 9 7 2  VRC-40 was v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  NAS N o r f o l k  s p o r t s ,  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s o f t b a l l ,  t e n n i s ,  v o l  l e y b a l l  , and  b o w l i n g .  
The b o w l i n g  team became l e a g u e  c h a m p i o n s  a n d  t h e n  w e n t  on  t o  
c a p t u r e  t h e  NAS N o r f o l k  b a s e  c h a m p i o n s h i p .  

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1972 ,  VRC-40 commenced i t s  own s e l f  h e l p  
p r o g r a m  b y  r e m o d e l  i n g  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p a c e s .  
A  new c r e w s  l o u n g e  a n d  t r o p h y  room was made b y  a  c o m p l e t e  
o v e r h a u l  o f  an o l d  l o c k e r  room (Annex  I). 
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ACCIDENT FREE HOURS 

N O V  4 4 3 . 3  JAN 
D E C  5 4 6 . 0  FEB 
TOTAL 989 .3  MAR 

APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

1972  

JAN 
F E B  
M A R  
APR 
M A Y  
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
N O V  
DEC 
TOTAL 

1970  

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

1 9 7 1  

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

1972  - 4 ,913.5  
TOTAL 22,906.9 
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DEPARTMENT 0lf ?HE NAVY * .- 
HEADQUARTERS 

COMMANDER NAVAL AIR FORCE, t'. S. ATLANTIC FLEET 8 

NAVAL AIR STATION 
NORFOLK, VIRGIN1 1 23511 , 

CNAL 70 
S58-15 '' 

p SerS5& * 
.I-, : 

p k ' r r r  , *: . 
: 2 9  JANl973 

I 

a 

I From: Commander Naval Air Force, U. S .  Atlantic Fleet 
To: Commander FAeet Air, Norfolk I 

I 
I 

L 

I 

Sub j : Recognition for Achievement i n  A;rJ.ac'an Safety 
I 

I . I 
I 

Encl: (1) Accident-Free Aircraft Operations Award l e t t e r  with Citation 

1. The accident-free unit award i n  enclosure (1) is forwarded for 
appropriate delivery to  Commanding Officer , Fleet Tactical Support i 
Squadron FORTY. 

I 



OVERALL OPERATIONAL STATISTICS 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
AP R 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

AVG # PILOTS 

2  1 
2 3  
22  
2 4  
2 4  
2 2  
2  1 
1 8  
1 9  
1 9  
2 0  
2 0  
2 1 . 1  

# PAX 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

V I P ' s  

1 7  
11 
11 
1 4  
2 3  
23 

3  
7  
5  
8 .  

1 7  
1 8  

1 5 7  

AVG # A/C FLIGHT HRS 

3 4 1 . 3  
4 5 4 . 9  
4 2 6 . 1  
5 1 1 . 8  
4 5 5 . 7  
440 .0  
3 1 2 . 5  
488.5 
272 .4  
3 5 7 . 8  
4 5 9 . 5  
393 .0  

4 9 1 3 . 5  

MAIL  AND CARGO LBS 

22 ,155  
47 ,438  
27 ,901  
56 ,163  
42,066 
4 2 , 3 5 1  

6 ,101  
12 ,438  
14 ,386  

7 ,409  
18 ,917  
26,290 

323 ,615  

SORTIES 

2 0 5  
237  
2 2 5  
3 0 0  
3 1 2  
2 6 9  
1 5 6  
2 2 5  
1 7 2  
1 4 4  
2 3 7  
217  

2699  

DISTANCE 

C V  LDGS 

8 7  
7  1 
6 3  

1 1 0  
1 3 5  

8 9  
7 4  

1 0 3  
6 6  
7  1 
5 7  
99  

1 0 2 5  
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FLEET TACTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 1972  C O D  SUPPORT 

DATES 

JAN 9 - 1 2  
JAN 9 - 1 5  
JAN 9 - 1 5  
JAN 12 -15  
JAN 1 6 - 1 9  
JAN 1 8 - 1 9  
JAN 2 0 - 2 3  
JAN 23 -29  
JAN 2 4 - 2 9  
JAN 2 6 - 2 8  

FEB 4 - 9  
FEB 6 - 1 1  
FEB 1 2 - 1 9  
FEB 1 4 - 1 9  
FEB 23 
FEB 1 9 - 2 6  
FEB 25 -29  
FEB 2 1 - 2 3  
FEB 2 3 - 2 8  

MAR 1 - 3  
MAR 6 - 1 6  
M A R  9 - 1 1  
MAR 9-APR 22 
MAR 1 4 - 1 5  
MAR 21 -23  
MAR 25 -30  
MAR 2 9 - 3 0  

APR 1 - 3  
APR 2 - 7  
APR 1 0 - 1 3  
APR 11 
APR 1 3 - 1 6  
APR 1 2 - 1 5  
APR 15 -20  
APR 24 -28  
APR 25 -30  

UNIT SUPPORT STAGING POINT REMARKS NOTE ( 1 )  

P e n s a c o l  a  2  A/C, COD & C Q  
P e n s a c o l  a  
J a c k s o n v i  11  e  
J a c k s o n v i  1 1  e  
P e n s a c o l  a  
N o r f o l  k  2  A/C 
Q u o n s e t  P o i n t  3  A/C 
Corpus  C h r i s t i  2  A/C 
J a c k s o n v i  1  l e  
J a c k s o n v i  11  e  

CVT-16 C o r p u s  C h r i s t i / P e n s a c o l a  2  A/C 
NAVSTA R o o s e v e l  t Roads Weapons Load  
C V S - 1 1  J a c k s o n v i l l e  
CVA-60/CVA-42/CVS-11 J a c k s o n v i l l e  5  A/C 
C V S - 1 1  N o r f o l k  
CVA-42 R o o s e v e l  t Roads 
CVA-42 R o o s e v e l  t Roads 
CVA-60 J a c k s o n v i  11  e  2  A/C 
CVA-60 J a c k s o n v i l  l e  

N o r f o l  k  
J a c k s o n v i  1 1  e  
J a c k s o n v i  1  l e  2  A / C  
EASTLANT DET I 
Bermuda 2  A/C 
J a c k s o n v i l l e  
J a c k s o n v i  1  l e  
N o r f o l  k  

J a c k s o n v i  11  e  
J a c k s o n v i  1 1  e  
J a c k s o n v i  1  l e  3  A/C 
N o r f o l k  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads 6  A/C 
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  
N o r f o l k  
P e n s a c o l  a  2  A/C 
N o r f o l k  

NOTE (1):  One a i r c r a f t  f o r  COD s e r v i c e  e x c e p t  as  n o t e d .  
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DATES 

MAY 1 - 3  
MAY 7 - 1 0  
MAY 7 - 1 2  
MAY 9 - 1 2  
MAY 9 - 1 7  
MAY 1 4 - 2 0  
MAY 1 5 - 1 9  
MAY 2 0 - 3 0  
MAY 2 0 - 2 2  
MAY 2 1 - 2 4  
M A Y  2 4 - 2 6  
MAY 2 9 - 3 1  

UNIT SUPPORT 

JUN 1 - 5  CVh-59 
JUN 1 - 9  CyS-11 
JUN 4 - 1 0  NAVSTA 
JUN 6 - 9  CVA-59 
JUN 6 - 1 0  CVA-66 
JUN 1 4 - 2 7  CVA-59 
JUN 1 8 - 2 2  CVT-16 

JUL 9 - 1 5  CVT-16 
JUL 11-OCT 1 9  CVS-11 
JUL 1 6 - 2 1  CVT-16 
JUL 2 3 - 2 8  CVT-16 

AUG 1 3 - 1 8  CVT-16 
AUG 2 0 - 2 4  NAVSTA 
A U G  2 0 - 2 5  CVT-16 
AUG 2 6 - 3 1  CYA-59 
AUG 2 7 - 3 1  CVT-16 

SEP 7 - 1 8  CVA-59 
SEP 1 8 - 2 3  CVT-16 
SEP 2 3 - 2 9  CVT-16 

OCT 1 - 6  CVT-16 
OCT 2 3 - 2 9  CVT-16 
OCT 2 9 - 3 1  CVT-16 

NOV 1 - 4  CVT-16 
NOV 4 - 1 0  CVT-16 
NOV 1 1 - 1 6  CVS-11 
NOV 1 2 - 1 7  NAVSTA 
N O V  2 6 - 3 0  CVT-16 

DEC 4 - 1 0  CVT-16 
DEC 8  CVA-42 
DEC 9 - 1 1  CVT-16 
DEC 1 2 - 1 3  CVT-16 
DEC 1 4 - 1 6  CVT-16 

STAGING POINT 

N o r f o l k  
P e n s a c o l  a  
P e n s a c o l  a  
N o r f o l  k 
N o r f o l k  
P e n s a c o l  a  
Q u o n s e t  P o f n t  
Q u o n s e t  P o i n t  
A1 b a n y  
P e n s a c o l  a  
C h a r 1  e s t o n  
N o r f o l k  

REMARKS 

2  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  

N o r f o l k  
Q u o n s e t  P o i n t  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads Weapons L o a d  
N o r f o l k  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads 2  A / C  
N o r f o l k  
P e n s a c o l  a / C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  

P e n s a c o l  a  2  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  
EASTLANT DET I 1  
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i ,  3  A / C ,  C O D  & CQ 
P e n s a c o l  a 2  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  

P e n s a c o l a  2  A/C, COD & C Q  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads Weapons L o a d  
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  2  A / C  
N o r f o l k  
P e n s a c o l  a  2  A/c 

N o r f o l k  
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  2  A / C  
Pensac014  2  A / C  

P e n s a c o l  a  
P e n s a c o l  a  3  A / C  
C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  2  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  

C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  2  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  
P e n s a c o l  a  2  A/C 
N o r f o l k  
R o o s e v e l t  Roads Weapons L o a d  
P e n s a c o l  a  

C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  2  A/C 
N o r f o l  k 
P e n s a c o l  a 3  A / C ,  C O D  C Q  
Key  West  3  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  
P e n s a c o l  a  3  A / C ,  C O D  & C Q  
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O F F I C E R  ROSTER 

RANK 

CDR 
CDR 

LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 

L T  
L T  
L T  
L  T  
L T  
L T  
L T  

L T J G  
L T J G  
L T J G  

ENS 
ENS 
ENS 

L  T  

ENS 

CW02 
W01 

NAME 

R. E .  B I G N E Y  
.    

 .  L  
.    
 .  L  
 .  T 
 .   

.    
  E  
 .  S 
 .   
 .  L  

.   S 

.  .   

.   L  
 .   
 .   

.   K  
   

.  .  K  

 .   

.  .  S  

.    
   

D A T E  
D E S I G N A T I O N  DESG 

P L A N E  COMMANDER SEP 7 1  
P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 7 2  

P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 7 1  
P L A N E  COMMANDER NOV 7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAR 7 1  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  7 2  

P L A N E  COMMANDER NOV 7 1  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 7 1  
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAR 7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER DEC 7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER DEC 7 2  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  7 2  

P L A N E  COMMANDER NOV 7 2  
T H I R D  P I L O T  MAY 7 2  
T H I R D  P I L O T  APR 7 2  

T H I R D  P I L O T  J U L  7 2  
T H I R D  P I L O T  NOV 7 2  
T R A I N I N G  

A S S T  A D M I N  O F F I C E R  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  O F F I C E R  

A S S T  M A I N T  O F F I C E R  
A / C  M A I N T  CONTROL O F F I C E R  

ANNEX E  

I N S T R U M E N T  
R A T I N G  

S P E C I A L  
S P E C I A L  

S P E C I A L  
S P E C I A L  
S P E C I A L  
S P E C I A L  
S P E C I A L  

S P E C I A L  
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 

STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 

STANDARD 
STANDARD 
STANDARD 




