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FLEET TACTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 
FLEm POST OFFICE 

NEW YORK OQ5Ol 

VRC-40/15/mwg 
5750 
S e r  1 4 7  
3 MAR 1972 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Squadron 40 
To : Chief  o f  Naval O p e r a t i o n s  (OP-05D2) 

Sub j  : Command H i s t o r y  (OPNAV Repor t  5750-1) ; submiss ion  o f  
/ 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12A 

Encl: ( 1 )  B a s i c  N a r r a t i v e  wi th  Annexs A - H -: 

1. In accordance  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  i s  
fo rwarded .  This e n c l o s u r e  co 
h i s t o r y  f o r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1971,  -. 

Copy t o :  

D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y  (OP 09B9) W/O Annex H 
Washington Navy Yard 
Washington D .  C .  20390 

COMNAVAI RLANT/COMFAI R N O R F O L K  W/O Annex H 
Naval Air S t a t i o n  
Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  23511 



BASIC NARRATIVE 

VRC-40 i s  t h e  o n l y  squad ron  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  f l e e t  
w h i c h  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  u n u s u a l  t a s k  o f  C a r r i e r  Onboard 
De l  i v e r y ,  t h u s  t h e  n ickname " C O D " .  C O D  o p e r a t i o n s  p r i m a r i l y  
c o n s i s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  passenge rs ,  mai  1  , and h i g h  p r i o r i t y  
c a r g o  t o  and f rom a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  sea. Some 
o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s ,  gove rnmen t ,  and 
m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  have  been passenge rs  o f  t h e  squadron .  
D u r i n g  1971, a  t o t a l  o f  187 such  V I P ' s  were  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  
VRC-40's a i r c r a f t .  The s q u a d r o n  i s  o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  d e l i v e r  
u r g e n t l y  needed s u p p l y  i t e m s  t o  p o r t s  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  
seaboa rd  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  d i f f e r e n t  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  
C a r i b b e a n  Sea. G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n s i s t  o f  q u a r t e r l y  
weapons l o a d i n g  e x e r c i s e s  a t  Nava l  S t a t i o n  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, 
P u e r t o  R i c o ,  and i n f r e q u e n t  l o g i s t i c s  f l  i g h t s  t o  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and A n t i q u a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  numerous m i s s i o n s  
such  as p a r a d r o p s  f o r  Navy Sea l  Teams and M a r i n e s  and o c -  
c a s i o n a l  g u n s p o t t i n g  e x e r c i s e s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
Capes a r e a .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
v a r y i n g  w i d e l y  f rom day  t o  day ,  t h e  squad ron  has d e v e l o p e d  
t h e  a b i l i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  
t a s k s .  

W i t h  such  a  v a r i e d  m i s s i o n ,  s a f e t y  i s  o f  pa ramount  
i m p o r t a n c e  and t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  t h o r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  p rogram 
i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  i t s  r e c o r d  o f  a c c i d e n t  f r e e  h o u r s .  S i n c e  
O c t o b e r  1968, VRC-40 has l o g g e d  n e a r l y  18,000 a c c i d e n t  f r e e  
h o u r s .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ,  
COMNAVAIRLANT, awarded t h e  squad ron  a  c i t a t i o n  f o r  M e r i t o c 4 o u s  
Ach ievemen t  i n  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y  i n  1971, (Annex A  & 0 ) .  

As i l l u s t r a t e d  above,  VRC-40 i s  t a s k e d  w i t h  a  u n i q u e  
m i s s i o n ;  so ,  t o o ,  i s  i t s  d e p l o y m e n t  p r a c t i c e .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  . 
a v i a t i o n  commands, VRC-40 r a r e l y  d e p l o y s  as an e n t i r e  u n i t .  
Ex tended  dep loymen ts  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  o n l y  one o r  two  
a i r c r a f t  and t h e i r  c rews .  The mos t  e x t e n s i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  
i n  1971, was a b o a r d  t h e  U S S  INTREPID. T h i s  de tachmen t ,  DET 
11, c o n s i s t e d  o f  5  p i l o t s ,  8  crewmen, and  two  a i r c r a f t ,  and 
was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two  segments  s p a n n i n g  a  p e r i o d  f r o m  15 A p r i l  
t o  15 O c t o b e r .  O f  s h o r t e r  d u r a t i o n  was DET 10 a b o a r d  USS 
INDEPENDANCE f o r  4 weeks c o n s i s t i n g  o f  3 p i l o t s  and 4  c rew-  
men, 16 September  1971  - 1 8  O c t o b e r  1971. 

VRC-40's o p e n i n g  y e a r  f o r  t h e  second  decade o f  o p e r a t i o n s  
s i n c e  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  was a  busy  one. D u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r ,  VRC-40 



t r a n s p o r t e d  n e a r l y ,  7,000 passenge rs  and o v e r  700,000 
pounds o f  m a i l  and c a r g o  w h i l e  f l y i n g  more t h a n  5 .5  t h o u s a n d  
h o u r s .  Comple te  o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
bnnex ( C ) .  

D u r i n g  1971  , w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  dependence upon C-1A's  
f o r  C O D  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Navy, (Annex D) ,VRC-40's 
Ma in tenance  Depa r tmen t  m a i n t a i n e d  an ave rage  77% a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  a i r c r a f t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  each a i r c r a f t  ave raged  58.3 h o u r s  
o f  f l i g h t  t i m e  p e r  month - an i n c r e a s e  o f  n e a r l y  6 h o u r s  p e r  
month p e r  a i r c r a f t  o v e r  1970. 

A l l  o p e r a t i o n s  and m a i n t e n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1971  were  
conduc ted  w i t h  an ave rage  t o t a l  o f  128 e n l i s t e d ,  and 26 
o f f i c e r s  ( 2 3  p i l o t s ) .  

O f  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1971  was t h e  
change o f  command, 2  J u l y  1971, i n  w h i c h  CDR R i c h a r d  L.  
BRUMMAGE r e l i e v e d  C D R  W i l l i a m  E .  WILDER o f  VRC-40's helm. 

15 J u l y  marked  t h e  a w a r d i n g  o f  t h e  Navy U n i t  Commendation 
f o r  t h e  c rew  o f  DET 18 whp s e r v e d  an e x t e n d e d  t o u r  aboa rd  
U S S  WASP i n  1970 and on 19 J u l y ,  VRC-40 r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  by  NAVAIRLANT f o r  a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y .  (Annex G) 

I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  new BUPERS p o l i c y  o f  r e l a t i n g  t o  
p e o p l e ,  VRC-40 s e n t  one man, TAD, f o r  t h e  summer months t o  
work  as a  c o u n s e l o r  i n  an Area  Boy S c o u t  Camp. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  C h r i s t m a s ,  VRC-40, by unanimous v o t e ,  s h a r e d  
i t s  a s s e t s  f rom t h e  Crew's  l o u n g e  by  d o n a t i n g  $500.00 t o  
t h e  J o y  Fund - a  c h a r i t y  f o r  a r e a  o rphanages  sponso red  b y  
a  l e a d i n g  l o c a l  newspaper.  T h i s  d o n a t i o n  was i n  l i e u  o f  
t h e  annua l  squad ron  Dependpnts  C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y .  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
'V 

COMMANDER NAVAL AIR FORCE, U. S. AT-C FLEET 1 

NAVAL AIR STATION 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 2351 1 ' 

A. CNAL 002 

1 9  JUI. 1971 
'. From: Commander Naval A i r  Force, U. S. At lan t ic  F lee t  

To: Commanding Officer,  Fleet  Tact ical  Support Squadron FORTY 

Subj: Recognition f o r  Achievement i n  Aviation Safety,  F i sca l  Year 
1971 

Encl: (1) COMNAVAIRLANT Citat ion 

I. The Commander Naval A i r  Force, U. S. At lan t ic  Fleet  takes pleasure 
i n  according special  recognition f o r  meritorious achievement i n  aviat ion 
safety .  

2. Enclosure (1) , a COMNAVAIRLANT Citat ion f o r  operations without  a 
major a i r c r a f t  accident during f i s c a l  year 1971, is hereby forwarded. 
The Commanding Off icer ,  offi 'cers,  and men a r e  congratulated f o r  t h i s  

( 

f i ne  achievement; they can take great  pr ide i n  such outstanding 
performance and i n  t h e i r  contribution t o  the  s a f e s t  year i n  NAVAIRLANT 
his tory.  

3. The Commanding Off icer  i s  urged t o  have appropriate en t r i e s  made 
i n  the  o f f i c i a l  records of the  o f f i ce r s  and men who contributed t o  t h e  
success of the  u n i t  i n  accident prevention. 

ANNEX B 



OVERALL OPERATIONAL STASTICS 

JAN 
FEB 
M A R  
APR 
M A Y  
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
N O V  
DEC 
TOTAL 

A V G  # PILOTS AVG # A/C 

9 . 3  
8 . 9  
6 . 7  
6 . 8  
7 . 6  
8 . 6  
6 .6  
7 . 0  
7 .3  
8 . 5  
9 .3  
6.7 
7 .8  

MAIL  AND CARGO LBS 

AVERAGE CVLDGS PER MONTH = 88 .5  

FLIGHT HRS 

5 3 0 . 1  
4 5 0 . 3  
4 2 6 . 5  
461 .9  
5 1 7 . 1  
541 .8  
4 1 1 . 0  
4 8 4 . 7  
5 3 9 . 1  
4 2 0 . 1  
4 5 5 . 1  
3 7 4 . 8  

5612.5 

CVLDGS 

67  
8 5  

153 
8 6  
9 9  
8 9  
9 5  
9 0  
54 

1 0 3  
7 2  
69  

1062 

# PAX 

6 3 1  
463  
4 7 2  
8 5 5  
8 8 3  
4 1 0  
6 9 5  
519 
6 5 8  
4 0 2  
4 1 4  
5 1 1  
6937 

DETS 

1 2  
7  
4  
5  
4  
6  
2  
7  
2  
7  
7  
5  
m 

SHIPS 

6  
5  
2  
3  
2  
4  
1 
3 
1 
3 
3  
3  - 

36 

CAT SHOTS 

3 4  
26 
55  
3 8  
36 ' 
3 8  
13  
57 
12  
59 
24  
4 5  
V37 

V I P ' s  

8  
1 3  
1 9  
1 4  
1 4  
1 4  
24 
22  
13  
17  
1 4  
1 5  

1 8 7  
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O F F I C E R  R O S T E R  

R A N K  

CDR 
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D A T E  I N S T R U M E N T  
D E S I G N A T I O N  D E S G  R A T I N G  

P L A N E  COMMANDER OCT 70  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER S E P  7 1  S P E C I A L  

P L A N E  COMMANDER AUG 7 1  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER S E P  70 S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER MAR 7 1  S P E C I A L  
P L A N E  COMMANDER J A N  7 2  S P E C I A L  

P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
P L A N E  COMMANDER 
S E C O N D  P I L O T  
P L A N E  COMMANDER 

NOV 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
NOV 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
JUN 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
JUN 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
A P R  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
J U L  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
MAR 7 1  S P E C I A L  
DEC 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
J U N  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
AUG 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
O C T  7 1  S T A N D A R D  

S E C O N D  P I L O T  G E B  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
S E C O N D  P I L O T  OCT 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
S E C O N D  P I L O T  O C T  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
S E C O N D  P I L O T  O C T  7 1  S T A N D A R D  
T H I R D  P I L O T  AUG 7 1  S T A N D A R D  
T H I R D  P I L O T  AUG 7 1  S T A N D A R D  

A S S T  A D M I N  O F F I C E R  

A S S T  M A I N T  O F F I C E R  
A / C  M A I N T  C O N T R O L  D I V  O F F I C E R  

A N N E X  E  




