
FLEET TACTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 
rLem WST orrlce 

N E W  YORK 09501 
VRC -kO/lS/hbf 

From: Commanding Officer, Fleet Tactical Support Squadron FORTY 
To : Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05~2 ) 

Subj : Command History (oP'NAv Report 5750-1); sulmnission of 

f : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12~ 

Encl: (1) Highlights 
(2) Basic Narrative 
(3 ) Operational Sta t is t ics  
(4) Detachments 
(5) Officer b s t e r  
(6) Copies of Congratulatory messages 
(7) VRC-40 COD NEWSIETTER for  month of DM: 1970 
(8 ) giography and picture of the Commading Officer 
(9) Photo of Squadron Aircraft 
(10) News Clippings of VRC-40 

1. I n  accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (10) are 
forwarded . These enclosures comprise the squadron's command history 
for  calendar year 1970. 

Copy to : 

Director of Naval History (OP 0 9 ~ 9 )  
Washington Navy Yard 
Washington D. C. 20390 

COMNPLVAIRZ;C1NT (ATTN: PAO) 
Naval Air Station 
Norfolk, Virginia 23511 

COMF-RFOLK (ATTN: PAO) 
Naval A i r  Station Oceana 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23460 



HIGHLIGHTS 

1. 30 April - 1 May Annual Administrative and Material Inspection. 
VRC-40 received an overall numerical grade of 92.08, with an adjective 
grade of excellent. It i s  noted that  the Personnel Inspection and 
Leadership areas each received numerical grades of 98. The overall 
Ekecutive Department rnunerical grade was 96.43, with an adjective 
grade of outstanding. 

2. 3 May - 7 September Detachment 18, involving 3 pi lo ts  and 5 en- 
l i s t ed  men, deployed for  4 months aboard the USS WASP (CVS-18) i n  the - - 
North ~ t l a k t i c .  

3. 10 July VRC-40 Change of Command. Commander William E. WILDER 
relieved Commander Christopher WITHERS. 

4. 27 July VX-40 received a c i ta t ion from COMNAVAIRLCLNT for  meritorious 
achievement i n  aviation safety during Fiscal Year 1970. 

5. 4 September VRC-40 was awarded the Chief of Naval Operations1 Safety 
Award for  Fiscal Year 1970. 

6. 9 September - 15 Decanber 1970 VRC-40 provided 6 ground support per- 
sonnel t o  a detachment of Fleet Tactical Support FIFTY, located a t  Danang, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Enclosure (1 ) 



BASIC NARBATIVE 

COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

a. Fleet Tactical Support Squadron mRTY (VRC-40) was commissioned 
on 1 July 1960 and assigned the mission of providing logis t ica l  a i r  
support to the Atlantic Fleet. VRC-40 i s  presently home based a t  the 
Naval A i r  Station, Norfolk, Virginia, and i s  under the operational con- 
t r o l  of Commander Naval A i r  Force Atlantio Fleet, and &drninistrative 
control of Commander Fleet Air Norfolk. Commander W. E. MILDER relieved 
Commander C. WITHERS on 10 July 1970 as Commanding Officer. 

b. VRIC-40 has an allowance of seven aircraft ,  but operated an 
average of nine a i rc ra f t  during 1970, by vir tue of the fact  that  the 
squadron acts  as  a repository for  replacement C-1A a i rc ra f t  for  A t -  
l an t ic  Fleet units. The squadron operated with 32 officers and 151 
enlisted men, approximately,29 officers were aviators and 23 enlisted 
men were aircrewmen, approximately. 

c. VRC-40 i s  the only squadron i n  the Atlantic Fleet that  carries 
out the unusual task of Carrier-Onboard-Delivery (COD) operations. 
These operations typically consist of transporting passengers, m a i l ,  and 
high pr ior i ty  cargo to and From carriers  operating a t  sea. Additional 
missions are as follows: paradrop operations are provided for  Navy Sea 
Air Land (SEAL) Teams ard Marine Special Reconnisance Forces (pathfinders); 
a i r  gunspotting services are provided infrequently for  Forward Air Con- 
t ro l le r  training; weapons loading excercises are conducted on a quarterly 
basis a t  Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay and Naval Station, Roosevelt Roads. 
Also the squadron maintains a capability of paradmppirg urgently needed 
items weighing less  than 50 pounds to ships a t  sea using the Air Deployment 
Delivery System (ADDS). 

d. Maqy of our country's leading businessnen, goverment off ic ia ls  
and military leaders a s  well as  foreign dignitaries have flown with VRC-40. 
Some of the noteworthy personnel transported i n  1970 were : General H. 
Howe, USA; U. S. Senators Baker, Cook, Shebe and E. Kennedy; Under Secretary 
of the Navy Warner; Deputy Assistant Secretarg of African Affairs R. C. 
Moore; and Vice A d m i r a l s  R. L. Townsend, G. E. Hiller and F. C. Wilkinson. 

OPERATIONS 

a. vRC-40 differs  from the majority of aviation commands i n  that  it 
rarely deploys as  an entire unit. The squadron supports f l ee t  operations 
with QBD detachments o f o w  or  two planes. During 1970, VRC-40 a i rcraf t  
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daplopd 1$ tius i n  ursistanw % operation along the  Atlantio ooamt, 
Carribbean ama, Wth Ihrmiaa, and WorthQn! mpe. The majority of 
these ware COD d e t d m e n t a  i n  support o f  AtbmUa Fleet carriers. I n  
perfoxwing fd4,a prirrrg mission, VRC-bO operated out of ports along th. 
Bastern aboard ud i n  the Carribbean ulsa for on, to  two week periodcr. 

b. lb lo-t d o t a a b n t  of the year imlvsd 3 pi lo t s  a d  5 en- 
listed m n  who wsre deployed for four monthn aboard the USS WASP (CVS-18) 
i n  the North ~ ~ a ~ p e a n  Area. VIUh4.0 support to VRC-SO, dataoh- 
ntent R N a q ,  cloneistsd of  6 & r a U  support p r r s o d  to Vietnam for a 
3 month period. 

a. 2%- its d a a i o I l i n g  i n  1960, VIE-@ has transported 76,768 
pansengsss and 70,&9,336 poundr of owgo ud mai l ,  while logging 62, 
6 4  honrs of f l ight time and t bm 12,700 arrested carrier landings. 
k r b g  th, peat dslriar par V I C ~  urcmmUt.d 5,3& f l ight  hours, 
3m oatapult launoh6. axmi 1,169 -tad orrriv lardinga. 

d. In 1970, VW-&J baigmkd b O D  Traarport Zhird Pilotrr, 5 OOD 
Transport Seoond Pilotr, and 11 O D  Trmmport -ft Corwardaca. 

e. Dsspite the foat that maw of tho C-lAtr 9;n & s t  14 pars 
old, the Maintenance Drparctment maintaillbd an 83% availrbi l i ty  through- b l  

out the par. This enabled ths Operatiom -ent to conduct a uan- 
prshensive f l ight training program for mu pilot8 and aircrewun during $ + + 

a perf-od of gradual iroresr8ed tra rt mission. Ths a m p  lllight 
t L a  per airoran W lo- rrpr ~Xtwurs .  



0 PEWTIONAL STATISTICS 

Month Flight time ard Pounds of cargo No. of passenger Arrested Cat. 
accident free hrs. and mail passengers miles landings shots. 

JAN 
FEB 
MAIl 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
TOTAL 1970 
TOTAL SINCE 
WMMISSIONING 62,614 

Total accident free hours: 12,461. 
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D E T A C W N T S  W R I N G  1970 

DATES - 
5-15 JANUARY 

11-15 JANUARY 
18-20 JANUARY 
19-26 JANUARY 

3-27 FEBRUARY 
8-16 FEBRUARY 

11-17 FEBRUARY 
14-28 FEBRUARY 
24-26 FEBRUARY 

2-7 MARCH 
2-8 MA%H 
6-7 MARCH 
9-13 MARCH 
5-10 A P R I L  
5-6 APRIL 

12-20 A P R I L  
14-18 A P R I L  
22-28 APRIL 
27-8 MAY 

2-7 MAY 
17-21 MAY 
22-27 MAY 

2-10 JUNE 
8-10 JUNE 

15-29 JUNE 
15-20 JUNE 
22-25 JUNE 
25-8 JULY 
11-16 J U L Y  
20-24 JULY 
26-29 JULY 
3-5 AUGUST 
9-12 AUGUST 

15-24 SEPTEMBER 
15-21 SEPTEMBER 
29 SEP - 2 O C M B E R  
12-15 OCTOBER 
12-16 OCTOBER 
18-23 OCTOBER 

No. O F  
AIRCRAFT 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

BASED - 
JACKSONVILLF, 
PENSACO LA 
BEFmuDA 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
m S E V E L T  ROADS 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
m m L T  ROADS 
F'ENSACO LA 
CORPUS C H R I S T I  
JACKSOMVILLE 
JACK SO NVILLE 
PENSACOLA. 
PENSACO LA 
MAYPORT 
ROO SEVELT FDADS 
CORPUS C H R I S T I  
JACHSONVILLF: 
JACKSO mm 
PENSACOLAJJACKSONVILLE 
PENSACOLA 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
J A C K S O r n r n  
PENSACOLA 
GUANTANAMO 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
PENSACOLA 
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
PENSACO LA 
CORPUS C H R I S T 1  
PENSACOLA 
r n 0 S E v g L T  ROADS 
P E N S A C O U  
ROOSEVELT ROADS 
J A C K S O N V I L U  
PENSACOLA 
J A C K S O r n r n  
CORPUS C H R I S T I  
PENSACOLA 

SHIP - 
S U N G R I - L A  
I N T R E P I D  
SARATOGA 
I WTREPID 
SHANGFLI-LA 
U S S  AMERICA 
I m P I D  
U S S  AMERICA 
I N T R E P I D  
I N T R E P I D  
AMERICA 
AMERICA 
I N T R E P I D  
LEXINGTON 
SAMTOGA 
AI'JERICA 
LEXINGTON 
INDEPENDENCE 
SARATOGA 
INDEPENDENCE 
LEXINGTON 
LF'XINGTON 
SARATOGA 
LEXINGTON 
KENNEDY 
LEXINGTON 
LEXINGTON 
INDEPENDENCE 
L E X I N G M N  
LEXINGTON 
L E X I N G M N  
LEXINGTON 
LEXINGTON 
KENNEDY 
I r n P I D  
LEXINGTON 
IEDOSEVELT 
LEXINGTON 
LEXINGTON 

M I S S I O N  

COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
co D/CARQUALS 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
COD 
co D/cARQuALs 
COD 
co D/CAR&UALS 
co D/CARQUALS 
COD/CARQUALS 
WEllPONS LOADING 
co D/CAR&UALS 
COD 
COD 
co D~PCARQUALS 
COD 
CO D/cARQuALs 
co D/CARQUALS 
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DATES 
m. O F  
AIRCRlLFT BASED - SHIP - 

21-28 OCTOBER 1 
28 OCT - 3 NDVEMBER 1 
2-5 IDVEMBER 1 
3-7 NDVEMBER 1 
8-13 NDVEMBER 1 
12-19 ID-R 1 
6-11 DECEMBER 1 
14-18 DECENBER 2 
16-18 DECENBER 1 

BEKMUDA 
BE= 
ROO SEVELT RDADS 
JACKSONVILLF: 
PEWSACO LIL 
J A C K S O N V I L U  
PENSACO LA 
CORPUS C H R I S T I  
ROO SEVELT ROADS 

ROOSEVELT 
LEXINGTON 
ROOSEVELT 
LEXINGTON 
UXTNGTON 
ANEZUCA 

M I S S I O N  

OOD 
COD 
WElLPONS M A D I N G  
COD 
COD/CARQUALS 
COD 
COD/CARQUALS 
COD/C ARQUALS 
COD 



O F F I C E R  mSTER 

RANK - 
CDR 
CDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
ICDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LTJG 
LT 
LT 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LT 
LT 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LCDR 
LT J G  
LTJG 
LTJG 
LT J G  
LCDR 
LT 
LTJG 

NAME - 
W* H. WILDER 
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PILOT UTE 
DESIGNATION DESIGNATION 

Aircraf t  Commander October 1969 
Aircraft  Commamler October 1970 
Aircraf t  kmander  ~ a y  1966 
Aircraf t  Commander J a m  1969 
Aircraft  Comarder March 1970 
Aircraf t  Commander September 1970 
Aircraft  Commander October 1969 
Aircraf t  Commander August 1969 
Aircraf t  Commander October 1969 
Aircraf t  Commander April 1970 
Aircraft  Commander July 1970 
Aircraf t  Commander July 1970 
Aircraft  Commander July 1970 
Aircraft  Commander September 1970 
Aircraf t  Commander November 1970 
Aircraft  Commander December 1970 
Aircraf t  Commander December 1970 
Second P i lo t  January 1970 
Second P i lo t  September 1970 
Second P i lo t  February 197 0 
Second P i lo t  October 1970 
Third P i lo t  July 1970 
Third P i l o t  September 1970 
Third P i lo t  July 1970 
Third P i lo t  July 1970 
CTPT I n  Training 
CTPT I n  Training 
CTPT I n  Training 
CTPT I n  Training 
CTPT I n  Training 
ASST AIRCRAFT MAINTENOEE OF'FICER 
A/C MAINTENANCE CONTIDL DIVISION OFETCER 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES OFFTCER 

INSTRUMENT 
RATING 

Special 
Special 
Special 
Special 
Special 
Special 
Special 
Special 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Sbandard 
Standard 
Standard 
Special 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
Standard 
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