
1 

FLEET TACTICAL SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE WRC-40: 01 E 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 09501 5750 
Ser 3 2  

2 9 FEE 1968 

Frogs: Commanding Officer, Fleet Tactical Support Squadmn FQRT11 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05~50) 

Subj : Comarid History; suMssioe  of 

Ref : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.1 2 

End: (1 ) VRC-40 CnsPrnand Historg 
(2 )  Seventeen Copies of Well DonesIJ 
(3) Two VBC-40 F a d l y  Oram 
(4) BiograpQ and Photograph of Cnmrsnnding Wficer 
(5) Photograph of madronts Aircraft 
( 6 )  Six News Clippings Covering VBC-40 Events 
(7) Three Photograph's of VRG-40 Events of Special Interest 

1 .  In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (7) are 
forwarded and comprise the squadron coappand history for the calendar 
year 1967. 

Copy to: 
CN8. ( 0 P ~ ~ )  



1 JM - 31 DM: 1967 

19-25 FEBRaARY - Detachment of 4 aircraf t  at Jacksonville, Florida to 
provide COD service8 fo r  the USS WASP (CVS-18) and 
the USS m I H  D o  WSEVWt (CVAA~), 

1 1 -1 4 APRIL - 3 a i rc ra f t  d e t a c b n t  to Pensacola, Florida t o  trsasport 
20 NATO military c d t t e a  dignitaries from USS LZXIBIQTON 
(WS-I 6) to Hew Orlesnlr, huisiura.  Addrd. blm, U, So 
Navy was the senior U, So o f f i cm on this fl ight ,  

13 APRIL- 
S =  - D e t a c h n t  of 5 aircraf t  and 37 personnel to support 

CLX)VEHI'~!CH 67, Operations were Mod out of Havpl ~ i r  
Station, Jacksonville, YavaJ. Station, Boosevelt Roads 
P.R. and Isla Wando COILS, P A  

12 HAY - VRC-40 Changer of ColPund - -mr Ekrq nL1t HUSSMBNBl 
I11 relieved Camandar BobQrt Ihrw F- as 
CoBairnding Officer. 

13  MAY - Belgian Ambaasador to Ua So .nd t b  Belgim Military 
Representative to HAm lifted on a f l i gh t  from 
Andmws Air Force Base ta thm USS F0lUBSTA.L (CVA-59) 
and return, 

28 MAY- 
20 AUOUST - One aircraft detachment onboard the USS ESSEX (CVS-9) 

fo r  support of the annual NATO exercises. Misrions 
w e r e  staged out of Honrsy, Scotland, Ireland, Gemany, 
Netherlands, England, Italy, and Malta. 

6 JUNB- 
1 JULY - One aircraft  deplopd onboami the USS EhWESPdL ( c v A ~ ~ )  

to ass i s t  in transporting pa88@RgWS i n  the Carribbean 
and from Ria De Janerio, The Elonorable Mr. TOTHILL, 
U, S, Ambassador to Bramil and Admiral BAD-, 
Brazilian lrEtniater of the Navy were m n g  the mamy 
dignitaries transported. 

9-1 7 JUNE - Detachment of 4 a i rc ra f t  to Navrl Station, Boosevelt 
Roads, PoRo to provide COD services f o r  the USS FRIWKLIN 
D, ROOSWZLT (CVA-12) Md the USS m A L  (CVA-59) 0 



23 JUlYE - VBC-40 open house to celebrate 7th anniversary, Cake 
cutting ceremonies and open hotwe, followed a personnel 
inspection. 

1 JULY - VRG-40 was  presented i ts  5th COHSIWJ'LIIVE annual safety 
award from Chief of Naval Operations f o r  f i sca l  year 

6-7 JULY - VBC-40 received Adminiatration and Mabrial Inspection 
f r o r  Coglrwrrader Fleot Air Horfelk, Grade - EXCELLENT. 

18 OCToBgR - Secretarg of the Navy MHATIIJS transported from 
Andrewe Air Force Base to  the USS $SSE)[ (CVS-9) and 
return. Adniral HtUliB transported fror Blaval Air 
Station, Horfolk to USS =EX (CVS-9) and return. 

13-14 NOVEHBER - Vice A d m i r s l  BOO!lN transported frolr Kindley Air 
Force Base, Bemuds, t o  the USS ESSEX (CVS-9) and 
return. 

a. Fleet Tactical Support Squadron FIXITY (VRC-k)) was comatissioned on 
1 July 1960, and -signed the mission of providing logis t ica l  support t o  
the Navy's Atlantic Fleet, VIU3-40 is presently home based a t  the Naval Air 
Station, Elorfolk, Virginia, and f'unctions under the operational control of 
Commander Naval A i r  Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet. CajPrandbr Hrrry "Ln 
RUSSMANN 111, U. S. Navy, /1310 (see enclosluv ( k ) ) ,  the current 
Commanding Officer, relieved Colanander Robert bop8 FEUOWlS on 12 1 967. 

b. VRC-40 operates ten (1 0) C-lA ai rcraf t  (eee enclosure (5)) w i t h  28 
officers and 145 e d i a t e d  men. Twenty-six (26) officers are aviators and 
fourteen (14) men are designated aircrewmen, This squadron is assigned the 
additional responsibility of mint- approximately 3 additional pool 
a i rcraf t  as replacements f o r  Atlantic Fleet c a r r i e r  C-lAts, 

c, V R C ~ O  is the only squadron in  the Atlantic Fleet that  carries out 
such unusual tasks as CarrierlOnboard-Miverg (COD) operations and 
parachp operations fo r  Mavy Sea Air Land (SEAL) Tearas and W n e  Special 
Recon Forces, COD operations consist of transporting passengers, nail., 
and high pr ior i ty  cargo to and from aircraf t  c a rde r s  operating a t  seao 
The in-port time fo r  some ships has been reduced by flying urgently needed 
parts  and supplies t o  them, Som of our countrgls leading businessaen, 
government and military leaders, as w e l l  as foreign dignitaries, have 
flown with TTRC-40; however, the majority of our passengers are naval 
personnel. In addition, VRC& is required, from time t o  time, to 
transport urgently needed personnel, equipment, and supplies to ports 
along the eastern seaboard and occasionally to different islands i n  the 
Carribbean area. The coaanand maintains a weapons replenishment capability 
fo r  ships a t  sea. 



30 OPERATIONS 

a, VRC-40 di f fers  from the majority of aviation coanarands i n  that  
it rarely deploys as a unit, However, we do assist various operations 
with one or two plane d e t a c b n t s  , Throughout 1 967, VRC-40 a i rcraf t  
deployed over 50 times to ass is t  in operations along the Atlantic coast, 
the Carribbean area, Ssuth h r i c a  and Northern Wsrope, The majority 
of these were COD (Carrier-Oaboard-hliveq) d e t ~ c h e n t s  in support of 
Atlantic Fleet carriers. In performing this, our primary nisaien, 
VRC-40 operated out of ports along the eastern s e a b o d  and i n  the 
Carribbean area fo r  one and two week periods, One of the largest  COD 
detachments in VRC-40's history occurred from 13 Apr i l  t o  5 with 
our participation i n  CLOVEHITCH 67, Five aircraf t  and 37 personnel 
provided logis t ica l  support f o r  naval and marine forces as well as 
transportation for observation teams and news media personnel. As in 
the past, our longest detacbmnt of the year was i n  connection with the 
1967 NATO exercises, One VRC-40 COD was deployed aboard the USS ESSEX 
(CVS-9) t o  ass i s t  i n  transporting NATO dignitaries and observation teams 
fo r  a three month period, and i n  doing so, visited the majority of the 
Northern European ports, 

s p a m  TOPICS 

a. Since its commissioning i n  1960, VRC-40 has transported over 
3.5 million pounds of cargo and 48,000 passengers, With the addition 
of 5976 f l igh t  hours, 1169 carr ier  landings and 293 c a t m t  launches 
in  1 967. VRC-LO ~ a s s e d  the 30,000 laLllk i n  consecutive accident-f ree 
hours, ' * 1n July i 967, V R C ~ O  received i ts  5th CQBISiXWEIVE yearly safety 
award from m d e r  Naval Air Force, U, S, Atlantic P'laeto 

a. VRC-40 has once again i n  1967 rrccampliahed its motto of nService 
t o  the Fleet with SaPety, Dependability and Courtesgu (see enclosure (2) ) ,  

3 Enclosure (1 ) 




