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I FLEET T A C  CAL SUPPORT SQUADRON THIR 

HISTORY AND FACT SHEET 

F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Squadron THIRTY was commissioned 
on 1 October  1966 a t  NAS Alamedal C a l i f o r n i a  a n d - p r e s e n t l y  
e x i s t s  as  t h e  Navy 's  o n l y  pe rmanen t l y  based t r a n s p o r t  squad- 
r o n  on t h e  West Coas t -  The squadron u t i l i z e s  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  & 

t y p e s  o f  a i r c r a f t  i n  b r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  ass i gned  m i s s i o n -  
The C-9B " S k y t r a i n  11" and t h e  Conva i r  C-131F "Samar i tan"  a r e  
tasked  w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  o f *  p r o v i d i n g  l o g i s t i c  a i r l i f h  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  f l e e t  u n i t s  and squadrons t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  con- 
t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The Grumman C - 1  "Trader"  p r o v i d e s  
s h i p  t o  sh,ore car r ie r -onboard -de1 , i ve ry  ICOD3 s e r v i c e  o f  a i r -  
l i f t e d  p r i o r i t y  personne l .  m a i l  apd m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  ~ l d e t -  The N o r t h  American CT-39's 
" S a b r e l i n e r "  a r e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  " r a p i d  responsen t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  o f  u r g e n t l y  needed p  r s o n n e l  and m a t e r i a l s -  I n  a d d i t i o n -  / 
t h e  ;squadron has t h e  r e s  o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a i n i n g  and s tandard -  t i r i n g  a l l  C - 1 A  p i l o t s  a? a i rcrewmen f o r  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  u n i t s -  

<. 
The squadron 's  newest  and l a r g e s t  a i r c r a f t  i s  t h e  Doug las  

I 1 C-9B S k y t r a i n  11- The f i r s t  o f  thes'e modern j e t  t r a n s p o r t s  
; a r r i v e d  on 4  flay 19731 w i t h  t h r z e  o t h e r s  f o l l o w i n g  a t  mon th l y  
: i n t e r v a l s .  O p e r a t i n g  a t  a l t i t u d e s  up t o  351000 f e e t  and speeds 
f up t o  550 mphl t h e  C-9B has i n t r o d u c e d  a  degree o f  c o m f o r t  

and speed h e r e t o f o r e  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  Navy t r a n s p o r t  a i r c r a f t ,  : capab le  o f  c a r r y i n g  up t o  32,000 pounds o f  ca rgo  o r  90 pas- 
sengers  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  crew o f  f i v e 1  t h e  C-9B can e a s i l y  
span t h e - c o u n t r y  b o t h  ways i n  a  s i n g l e  day *  The f o u r  C-9B1s 
ass i gned  have more t h a n  quadrup led  VR-30's a i r l i f t  c a p a b i l i t y .  \ 

I I n  197V t hese  C-90's t r a n s p o r t e d  more t han  941500 passengers  
and f i v e  m i l l i o n  pounds o f  ca rgo  ove r  117001000 m i les ,  w h i l e  
l o g g i n g  ove r  5,000 f l i g h t  hou rs -  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  

. , i n t o  t h e  Navy 's  l o g i s t i c  system has v a s t l y  i n c r e a s w  VR-30's 
c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  r a p i d 1  r e l i a b l e  response t o  t h e  needs of t h e  
f l e e t  w i th  a  tremendous improvement i n  passenger c p m f o r t -  

F i v e  C-LA a i r c r a f t  capab le  o f  c a r r y i n g  up t o  31500 pounds 
of ca rgo  o r  e i g h t  passengers  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  crew o f  t h r e e  

g i v e  t h e . s q u a d r o n , a  c a r r i e r  c a p a b i l i t y  and a r e  used p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  c a r r i e r  onboard d e l i v e r y  m i s s i o n s -  S p e c i a l  ass ignments  

' f o r  VR-30's C-1As and crews have i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n a :  

1. Dekember 1964 - January  1969: A detachment o f  two a i r - ' .  . 
c r a f t  boarded t h e  USS Yorktown ICVS-123 f o r  a s t r o n a u t  and VIP 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  A p o l l o  E i g h t  r ecove ry .  

2. ~June 19b9 - August M b 9 :  A two-p lane detachment aboard  
I t h e  USS HORNET € ~ d ~ - 1 2 >  f o r  t h e  A p o l l o  E leven  r b c o v e r y *  A f t e r  

t h e  r e c o v e r y  t h i s  detachment was ass i gned  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  m i s s i o n  of 
t r a n s p o r t i n g  moon samples f r om  t h e  HORNET t o  Johnston A t o l l  - .- 
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and H a w a i i *  VR-30 COD'S  a l s o  a i d e d  i n  t h e  VIP t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
o f  Whi te  House pe rsonne l  and ADfl John S m  flcCain3 C INCPAC,  who 

I were 'present d u r i n g  t h e  recovery .  

3 -  October 19b9 - December 19b9:A t h r e e - p l a n e  detachment 
went aboard t h e  USS HORNET CCVS-123 f o r ,  t h e  A p o l l o  Twelve 
recovery. '  Xhe detachment 's  m i s s i o n  i n  t h i s  r e c o v e r y  was 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  A p o l l o l  Eleven4 t r a n s p o r t i n g  moon rrmples 
and VIPS f rom HORNET t o  Samoa- 

- October 19b9 - December 19b9: VR-30 was c a l l e d  upon t o  
send C-LA a i r c r a f t  and p i l o t s  t o  DaNang, Repub l i c  o f  Vietnam* 
t o  supplement t h e  "Yankee S t a t i o n n  based c a r r i e r s  w i t h  "CODw 
se rv i ce ,  due t o  t h e  g round ing  o f  t h e  C - 2 A ' a i r c r a f t -  

5 -  March 1972 - May 1972: A t h ree -p l ane  detachment 
embarked aboard t h e  USS TICONDEROGA f o r  t h e  A p o l l o  S i x t e e n  
recovery ,  w i t h  t h e  same m i s s i o n  as p r e v i o u s  A p o l l o  c r u i s e s -  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  detachment f e r r i e d  a s t r o n a u t s  Young, Duke1 
and f l a t t i n g l y  t o  Hawa i i  f rom t h e  r e c o v e r y  ship.  I' 

b =  November 1 9 f 2  - January 1973: ,Another t h ree -p l ane  detach-  
ment embarked aboard t h e  USS TICONDEROGA f o r  t h e  A p o l l o  Seven- 

I 
t een  r e c o v e r y -  *.a 

I 
7 -  D u r i n g  197V t h e  C-LA'S f l e w  over  2,000 hours, c a r r y i n g  

120,500 pounds o f  ca rgo  and 3,400 passengers over  1591000 . 
m i l e s .  I 

i 
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, \ - T'he f l e r i t o r i o u s  U n i t  Commendation Award was p resen ted  t o  . 
VR-30 f o r  m e r i t b r i o u s  s e r v i c e  f rom 1. January t h rqugh  30 
November 19b71 i n  p r o v i d i n g  t a q t i c a l  a i r l i f t  s u p p o r t  e s s e n t i a l  . 
t o  f l e e t  m o b i l i t y .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d *  t h e  squadron c a r r i e d  _ _.. 1 

Ft 

Two CT-39E j e t  e x e c u t i v e  t r a n s p o r t s ,  wh ich c a r r y  seven pass- 
engers and a  crew o f  th ree,  a r e  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  r a p i d  \ 

response o f  f e r r y  p i l o t  a i r l i f t -  t h e  secondary f u n c t i o n -  i s  
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t o  p r o v i d e  h i g h  speed VIP e x e c u t i v e  t r a n s p o r t -  ------ 

S i nce  t h e  C-9B became o p e r a t i o n a l  and h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e  
and e f f i c i e n t  t h e  ass igned  f l e e t  o f  seven C73 C-131's 
was g r a d u a l l y  reduced t o  one 131F Conva i r  wh ich i s  ~ a p a b l e  
o f  c a r r y i n g  up t o  V2 passengers, o r  9,000 pounds o f  ca rgo  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  crew o f  f o u r -  The C-131 n o r m a l l y  p r o v i d e s  
l o g i s t i c  e r v i c e s  between West Coast m i l i t a r y  bases-  S p e c i a l  
assignmen s. have i n c l u d e d  i n s t a n t  response i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
r e l i e f  su 3 p l i e s  t o  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  H u r r i c a n e  C a m i l l e  a l o q g  
t h e  G u l f  Coast i n  19b9 and t o  South  Dakota f l o o d  v i c t i m s  
i n  1972- B d d i t i o n a l l y l  one o f  t h e  squadron's two C-131's '. . 
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i s  c o n f i g u r e d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  s e n i o r  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  
and e x e c u t i v e s  t h roughqu t  t h e  c o u n t r y -  
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2.5 m i l l i o n  l b s -  ca rgo  and 521000 passengers. Every  r e q u e s t  
f o r  C a r r i e r  Onboard D e l i v e r y  S e r v i c e  was s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  f u l -  
f i l l e d ~  and a l l  t a c t i c a l  requ i rements  were met w i t h i n  t i m e  
frames d i c t a t e d  by o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s -  Hav ing t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a i n i n g  and s t a n d a r d i z i n g  a l l  C-LA p i l o t s  
ahd aircrewmen f o r  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  U n i t s 1  VR-30 has t r a i n e d  
app rox ima te l y  90 p i l o t s  and 250 a i rc rebmen i n  t h e  C-%A t r a i n -  
i n g  p r e  ram Be da te1  w h i ~ h  b reu  h t  a b u t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  decrease 
i n  P a c i  f i c  F l e e t  aec \dan ls  i n  t e  a i r c r a b t  s i n g l e  t h e  p r s g r a ~ l ~  
i n i t i a t i o n -  

A 
. I '  

VR-30 p r e s e n t l y  opera tes  a  t o t a l  of t w e l v e  a i r c r a f t -  composed 
o f  one C-1311 f i v e  C - lA1s l  two CT-39's and f o u r  C-SB's- There 
a r e 6 5  o f f i c e r s  and 321  e n l i s t e d  men and women ass igned t o  t h e  
squadron- VR-30 was proud t o  have t h e  honor o f  welcoming aboard- ' \  
LTJG Barbara A. A l len ,  t h e  Navy's f i r s t  a v i a t r e s s  who r e p o r t e d  
f o r  d u t y  on 12 March 1974- 

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who commanded VR-30: >- 

CDR R-Em HUNTER- USN 1 OCTOBER - 8  JUNE 19b7 

' CDR D - H -  CRAWFORDi USN 4 8  JUNE 19b7 - 2  APRIL 1968 i 
CDR T - f l -  BOGART. USN -9 2  APRIL 19b8 - 29 N A Y  19b9 

CDR L-A. SCHOWLENi USN - - '  29 M A Y  1969 - 18 MARCH 1970 
1 

I ' I 1' 

I I 
CDR E * J -  R I V A R D i  USN - - = - 18 MARCH 1970 - 3b'MARCH 1971  

I 
CDR J -R -  WHEELER1 USN 3 1  MARCH 1971  15 M'ARCH b972 

i 
I 

CDR H.0- FLQMi USN - * -  - * - m 15 MARCH 1972 - 28 MARCH 1973 

CDR T - G  CAMPBELL, USN = 28 MARCH b973 28 MARCH 1974 * 
I 

I CDR W * D -  R A Y 1  USN 28 MARCH 197q - PRESENT 
1. 
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VR-30 FACT SHEET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1774 

1 ,Model  A i r c r a f t  - C-SB - 

a. T ranspo r t  Hours , - - r 41b57.b 

ba T ranspo r t  M i l e s  - .  1.lrb327707aO I 

' c .  Passengars 1 r1 r3b  

dm Baggage and Cargo 4 1 5 ~ 3 ~ b 1 0  

em T r a i n i n g  Hours 5b7.b 
, 

Model A i r c r a f t  - C-131 

a m  T ranspo r t  Hours 

bm Tran'sport  M i l e s  I i 
'c. Passengers i 

1 
d -  Baggage and Cargo ' 

I 
I e. T r a i n i n g  Hours 

Model A i r c r a f t  - T-37E 
i , I 

1 . ;, 
a. T ranspo r t  Hours -- ' 

1ibb7m2 . (' 

b l ~ r a n s - ~ o ~ € 3 l i l ~ e s  45Z1098 
1, 

\ 

cm Passengers -1, . 11729 
I .- 

-1 . 
dm i Baggage and Cargo x...- -182-338 

b ' 

em T r a i n i n g  Hours 

4,s Model A i r c r a f t  - C->A [ 
4 '-. '.. 

a. T ranspo r t  Hours 

b -  Transpo r t  M i l e s  

C. Passengers , 

'dm Baggage and Cargo 

em T r a i n i n g  Hours 
1 

f *. COD f l a ' i l  ' 

+I: c+J 
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5 a  T o t a l  f o r  VR-30 

T o t a l  Transport  Hours , 

, 
T o t a l  Transport  M i l e s  

T o t a l  1 Passengers , 
T o t d l  Baggage and carbe  

T o t a l  T r a i n i n g  Hours 

C 

Enc 1 


