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{2} VR=-3B Fact sheet for Fiscal year 1974

1. In accordance with reference {a}. enclosures {1} and
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W. D. RAY
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Director of Naval History
Washington Navy Yard
Washington. D. C. 20390
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Fleet Tactical Support Squadron THIRTY was commissioned
on 1 October 19LL at NAS Alameda- Callfornla and -presently
exists as the Navy's only permanently ‘based transport squad-
ron on the West Coast. The squadron utilizes four different - .
types of aircraft in order to carry out its assigned mission.
The C€-A9B "Skytrain II™ and the Convair. (-131F "Samaritan” are
tasked with the primary mission of providing logistic airlift
in support of fleet units and squadrons throughout the con-
tinental United States. The Grumman C-1 "Trader"™ prov1des
ship ‘to shore carrier-onboard-delivery {C0D} service of air-
lifted priority personnel. mail and material to the aircraft
carriers of the Pacific Fléet. The North American CT-39's
"Sabreliner™ are utilized /for the "rapid response" transporta-
tion of urgently needed personnel and materials. In additiona
thexsquadron has the responsibility of training and standard-
izing all C- IA pilots aq aircrewmen for Pacific Fleet units.

The squadron s newest and largest aircraft is the Douglas
C-98B Skytrain II. The first of these modern jet transports
arrived on 8 May 1973+ with thpge others following at monthly
imtervals. Operating at altitudes up to 35.000 feet and speeds’
up to 550 mpha the (-9B has introduced a degree of comfort :
and speed heretofore unavailable in Navy transport aircrafta.
capablé of carrying up to 32.000 pounds of cargo or 90 pas-
sengers in addition to a crew of fivea the (-9B can easily
span the country both ways in a single day. The four (C-A9B's
assigned have more than quadrupled VR-30's airlift capability.
In 1974 these (-9B's transported more than 94.500 passengers
‘and five million pounds of cargo over 1.700.000 miless while
logging over 5,000 flight hours. Introduction of these aircraft
into the Navy's logistic system has vastly increased VR-30's
capability for rapid. reliable response to the needs of the
fleet with a tremendous improvement in passenger cgmfort.

Five C-1A aircraft capable of carrying up to 3.500 pounds
of cargo or eight passengers in addition to a crew of three _
give the .squadron a carrier capability and are used primarily
for carrier onboard delivery missions. Special assignments
for VR-30's C-1lAs and crews have included the followina:

1« Detember 19L& - January 19bL9: Abdetachment of two air-"
- craft boarded the USS Yorktown {CVS-1.2} for astronaut and VIP
"~ transportation dur1ng and after the Apollo E1ght recovery-

2. June lﬂhﬂ - August 1969: A two-plane detachment aboard

+ the USS HORNET {CdS =12} for the Apollo Eleven recovery- After
~ the recovery this detachment was assigned the important mission of

tranSport1ng moon samples from the HORNET to Johnston Atoll T
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\\gin 1972. Additionally. one of the squadron's two C-131's

- and Hawaii. VR=-30 COD's also aided in the VIP transportation
of White House personnel and ADM John S. McCaina CINCPAC1 who
" were present during the recovery-.

3. October 1969 - December 19L9: A three-plane detachment
went aboard the USS HORNET {CVS-1.2} for,the Apollo Twelve
recovery. The detachment's mission in this recovery was
similar to that of Apollo Elevent transporting moon samples
and VIPS from HORNET to Samoa.

4. October 19b9 - December 19k9: VR-30 was called upon to
send C-1A aircraft and pilots to DaNang. Republic of Vietnama
to supplement the "Yankee Station™ based carriers with "COD"
services due to the grounding of the C-2A "aircraft.

§. March 1972 - May 1972¢ A three-plane detachment
embarked aboard the USS TICONDEROGA for the Apollo Sixteen
recoverys with the same mission as previous Apollo cruises.
In additiona the detachment ferried astronauts Youngas Dukea
and Hatt1ngly to Hawaii from the recovery sh1p.

b- November 1972 - January 1973: Another three-plane detach-
ment embarked aboard the USS TICONDEROGA for the Apollo Seven-
teen recovery- , *a

?. During 1974 the C-1A's flew over 2.000 hours. carrying
120.500 pounds of cargo and 31HDU passengers over 159.000
miles. | : .

Two CT-39E jet executive transportss which carry seven pass=
engers and a crew of three. are utilized primarily for rapid
response of ferry pilot airlift. the secondary functiona is

- to provide high speed VIP executive transport. h

Since the C-9B became operational and highly effective ;
and efficient the assigned fleet of seven {7} C-131's I
was gradually reduced to one 131F Convair which is capable -

of carrying up to 42 passengers. or 9.000 pounds of cargo
in addition to a crew of four. The (-131 normally provides
‘logistic dervices between West (Coast m111tary bases. Special
=assign’menas have included instant response in transporting
relief supplies to the victims of Hurricane Camille along
the Gulf Coast in 19b9 and to South Dakota flood victims

is configured for transportation of senior naval officers
and executlves throughout the country.

The Her1tor1ous Unit Commendatlon Award was presented to
VR-30 for meritorious service from 1. January through 30
November 1967+ in providing taqt1ca1 airlift support essential
to fleet mobility-. Dur1ng this period. the squadron carried
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2.5 million 1lbs. cargo and 524000 passengers. Every request
for Carrier Onboard Delivery Service was satisfactorily ful-
filled+ and all tactical requirements were met within time
frames dictated by operational considerations. Having the
responsibility of training and standardizing all C~1A pilots
and aircrewmen for Pacific Fleet Units+ VR-30 has trained
approx1mately 90 pilots and 250 aircrelmen in the C-1A train-

ing pra?ram te date+,which breught abeut, a significant decrease
Pacific Fleet aceidents in ¢t aircra#t single the program's

1n1t1atnon-

VR-30 presently Operates a total of twelve aircraft. composed
of one C-13). five C-lA's. two CT-39's and four C-9B's. There
areb5 of ficers and 321 enlisted men and women assigned to the
squadron. VR-30 was proud to have the honor of welcoming aboard
LTJG Barbara A. Allen- the Navy's first aviatress who reported
for duty on 12 March 1A974.

The following are the officers who commanded VR-30: —
CDR R-E? HUNTER+ USN ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« o o ¢ 1 OCTOBER - 8 JUNE 19k7

‘ | :
" CDR D.H. |CRAWFORD+ USN ¢« « « + o« « ¢« « 8 JUNE 1967 - 2 APRIL 19L&

CDR T.M. BOGART., USN « « « « « ™. . . 2 APRIL 1968 - 29 MAY 1969
" CDR L-A+ SCHOWULEN+ USN « = « = & = « & 29 MAY 1969 - 18 MARCH 1970
o o

"CDR E.J. RIVARD- USN & . = « « . . . . 18 MARCH 1970 - 31 MARCH 1971
CDR J.R. WHEELER. USN

31 MARCH 1971 = 15 MARCH 1972
15 MARCH 1972

CDR H«O0. FLOM~+ USN . 28 MARCH 1973
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CDR T.G. CAMPBELL+ USN 28 MARCH 1973 28 MARCH 1974

CDR W.D. RAY~ USN . . 28 MARCH 1974 - PRESENT
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VR-30 FACT SHEET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1974

| la'tnodel Aircraft - C-9B

'as Transport Hours - S 4.b657.5
"be Transport Miles . 1 +4:32.707.0
'c. Passangers . Co T
d. Baggage and Cargo © 44553.b10
e fraining Hours - “ 5b9.b
2« ‘Model Aircraft - C-231 = ' . /
ase Transport Hours ,/// ,\  lquT.Sf
be Transport Miles/  / | }g, Engl?EJ
;c- Passengers s / L x i 5.528
’q‘ Baggage and Cabgo,/ | _'1 LU -752
e. Training Hours /’ ' 55} 4i7.8 .
, B-Mﬁnodel Aircraft - T-?HE' v , | -
f"f:’\jransport Hour; | ! , .,'  1abb9.2 -i}?f
Y TESB's‘po’FMi;és\ R 452,098 \
Co Passenger; /i _\\\\\§\\3\ ; . 1.929
’ﬂ.i Béégage‘and Cargo. \ﬁf\\\\QlBE-BlB .
ee Training Hours R HBB-%fx‘\\‘
4o Model Aircraft - C-1A
" a. Transport Hours »“ - 1.822.Y4 ‘ ‘::
b. Transport Miles - 158,700 |
ce Passengers o L0 3.3b8 L . .
‘de Ba@gage and Cargo | - 120,330
e. Training Hours | o 143b3.5
fo cob mail ~ 54a28y ‘
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5. Total for VR-30
a. Total Transport Hours
b‘-' Total Transport Hileé
' ce Total 'Passengers
dig Total ‘la“age and Ca:jvao

c‘_.; Total Training Hour',,s"/ :

= 9457hs1

/

PR 24479h77

105+2k]
v 5+50w~010
| 2+78Y4.3
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