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From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron Composite 13 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP 05D21 

Subj: COMMAND HISTORY REPORT (OPNAV 5740-1) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl: ( 1 )  Operations Fact Sheet, Calendar Year 1988 
(2) Squadron History 

1. Per reference (a), the following information is submitted for 
Calendar Year 1988. 

a. Command Organization. During the period 1 January 1988 to 
December 1988, Fleet Composite Squadron 13 was commanded by CDR 

bert W. Wendt, USNR-R. During this time frame, the Executive 
Officer was CDR Michael P. Rishel, USNR. On 22 April 1988, the 
squadron was redesignated as Fighter Squadron Composite 13 
(VFC-13) . 

b. Summary of  operation^. A complete summary of services 
provided by the command ia documented in encloaure (1). 

M. P. RISHEL 
Acting 

Copy to! 
Director of Naval History (OP-OBBH) 

SAN DIEGO-RON 521 611 30 (REV. 7-85) 



VFC-13 SQUADRON HISTORY 

..- 8 

i rip "F ' iqh t ing  Saj.i!ts" o f  VFC-13 t r a c e  t h e i r  o r i g i n - ;  back: 
1'945 ,&yien !.dF.-7"" ,d.;. was crommissioned f ?  y i n q  FbF-5 t ie l  l c a t s .  -rc~da\r;s 

si~iiacirnn was 5ormeci on 1 September 1973 a t  f4AS New f i r iear is  d ~ l r i n g  
t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  U. '3. Naval Reserve. I n i  t i a i  l y ,  t h e  
sciuadran aperated t h e  Chance Voiight F--8H "Cr-i.~sadet-" w i+h .- a 
c!mplemer-it of: 17 o f f i c e r s  anti 127 en1 i s t e d  men, former members of 
VSF--76 and VSF.-Scj. I n  Apr i ' i  14743 t h e  " S a i n t s "  t r ans i . t i oned  to 
j.. .-,?e I s i  n g l  e-seat A-4.I- "Sl.::y!~awl.::. " As t h e  demand f o r  west coas t  

aclver-5ar.y servic:es and o the r  il ee t  suppor t  m i  s s i  oris increased,  t h e  
sq!_tad~-an was perfnanent 1 y t r a n s i e r r e b  t o  NAS M i  ramar , a r r i v i  rtg 1 i? 
5 a i.l "' ' u lega  i n  Febrirary 1976. That summer, a t r a n s i t i o n  wa.5 made 
from t h e  A - 4 L  t o  t h e  more r e l i a b l e  two-seat TA-4J. 1133 marked 
t h e  re t i .  ..rrn c.>f t h e  : j ingle-seat  a i r c r a f t  t c  VC-13 w i t h  t h c  a r r i v a l  
n f  t h e  A-4E, and i n  1988, t h e  squadron moved up t o  t h e  A - 4 F  
UC. . .F e r - ~  . ! u:.: . , " t h e  mure pawerf u l  and capabf e vers ior ;  o+ t h e  S1::yhawk. 

The change enhanced t h e  squadron's a b i l i t y  t o  per fo rm i t s  
adversary  m iss ion  by  ~ ; r a v i d i n g  a more worthy and accura te  
adversary  a i r c r a f t .  

Al though t h e  " F i g h t i n g  S a i n t s "  p r o v i d e  t a r g e t  s e r v i c e s  , for  t h e  
r e g u l a r  Navy +arces,  t h e  major emphasis has been i n  t h e  
c:i~?velopment o f  a f ormidabl  e d i s s i m i  ? a r  adversary  t h r e a t .  I n  
rei:::ognj. t i a n  t h a t  p r imary  miss ion  assignment, VC-.13, on 22 Ap r i  l 
1988 was pr-oudl y r edes i  gnated as "FIGHTER SQUADRON COMPOSITE 
THIRTEEN [VFC-13) . '' A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  squadron l ago wa3 
r e d e s i  yned t o  r e f  f e c t  t h e  changes undergone b y  t h e  command aver 
t h e  pas t  yeat-s. T h e  new l o g o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  as i t s  f a c a i  p o i n t ,  t h e  
wing:; worn t!y t h e  h i g h e s t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a f  Sov ie t  f i g h t e r  p i l o t ,  
t h e  "Snipper. " VFC--I5 p r o v i d e s  qua1 i t y  adversary  t r a i n i n g  f a r  
L'egul a r  Navy F l e e t  and Rep? acement Sqitadrons and A i  t- Wings, 
Re:serve F i g h t e r  and Attack:: Squadrons, t h e  U.S. A i r  Force, U.S. 
Yar ine  Corps and Canadian Forces. 

F ighter -  Squadron Composite 1.3 i s  i u r r e n t . l y  command by CUR 
Rabetr.t W. Wendt. and has a complement a f  33 m f f  ice1-S, i n i l i i d i n g  b 
TAR p i l o . t s s  24 SELRES p i l o t s ,  I. TAR grucrnd o f f i c e r  and 2 SELF:ES 
g r n ~ i n d  af f i c e r s .  T o t a l  en1 i s t e d  complement i s  202,  snc1.trding 111 
TARS and 31 SEi-RES. The squadron c u r r e n t l y  C l i e s  sever-t T A - 4 J  and 
z,e\,>eg @-4F " Sk;- Z'nd~k::. .' - 

1946 VF-783 - FbF-5 Hellcat 
1946-1949 V F - ~ ~ L  - FG-1D Corsair 
1944-1955 VF-92 1 - F4U-4 Corsair, F9F Panther 
1955-1 558 VA-82 1 - AD-4NA Skyraider 
1958-1 958 VF-821 - F9F-8E Cougar, FJ-3/4 Fury, A-4kfB Skyhawk 
1963- 157Ct VSF-75X 1 - Q-4E Skyhawk 
1970- 1973 VSF-76/VSF-85 - A-4EfC Skyhawk, F-8H Crusader 
1973-15174 VC- 13 - F-8H Crusader 
1974- 1988 VC-13 - A-41, fA-4J, A-4E Skyhawk 
1988- 1989 VFC- 13 - A-4F, TA-4J Skyhawk 



OPERATIONS 01 JANUARY 1988 - 31 DECEMBER 1988 

2. Flew 2834 s o r t i e s .  

-- 
.:it . b5 "/. o f  f l i g h t  hai.trs i n  suppor t  a f  major su r face  combatants, 
squadrons o f  t h e  Navy, A i r  Force and Mar ine Corps ( a c t i v e  and 
reset-ve! ancj CNO Spec S. a l  F ' r c ~ ;  j ec ts .  

4. A t o t a l  o f  225 sork ies /325 .0  hours i n  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of Na ta l  
r, "3F. nc..=erve t r a i n i n g  and read iness.  

c S~!rpassed a m i  1 estone of  17 75(:) a c c i  dent-.free hours. 

6 .  Detachments: 13 dets ,  ki39.2 hours, 438 s o r t i e s .  

L ~ c a t i o n s  D a t e s  M i s s i o n / H a s t  F l i g h t  Hrs iSar t ies  

NAS WHIEBEY ISLAND 
ksf<E AfE 
P4AS PT MUGU 
NAS FALLON 
NAF EL CENTRO 
NUF EL CENTRO 
NAS FALLON 
NAS FALLON 
?jAF EL CENTRO 
NAS FALLON 
NAF EL CENTRC 
COLD LAKE CANADA 
NAS CECIL F I E L D  

13-22 JGN 
28MAR-OiAPR 
23-25 MGK 
(114-07 APF\I 
18-22 APR 

09-13 MAY 
18-27 MUY 
15-2b AUG 
1 5 - i E  GtiG 
C-7 -! A4 SEP 

3iOCT-OlNOV 
02-05 NOV 
14-23 30V 

PfiCT/MUWS 
DACT/S8 t< 319 TFS 
TGT OPS/VX-4 
PACT/CVW-9 
DACT/VF-3()2 
DACT/VF-126/21/54 
DACTiMAWS VU-196 
DACT/CVWR-20 
DACTt'MAWS VMA-121 
DACT/MAWS 
D#CT/VF-302 
DACTt'410 SBD 
DACT/VF4-106/VS-27 

Encl  osure ( ! j 


