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1982 Command History f o r  VC-12 

VC-12 i s  assigned t o  the Commander, Reserve Tac t i ca l  Support Wing (COMRES- 
TACSUPPWING) with the  mission t o  t r a i n  Naval Reservis ts  f o r  poss ib le  mobil izat ion 
while simultaneously providing a i r c r a f t  se rv ices  i n  support of opera t ional  
t r a i n i n g  of Regular and Reserve u n i t s  of the  Navy and other  armed services .  
These a i r c r a f t  se rv ices  include: Adversary, Air Combat Maneuvering t r a i n i n g ,  
Defensive Combat Maneuvering t r a i n i n g ,  Air In te rcep t  t r a i n i n g ,  Air Search and 
F i r e  Control Radar Tracking, various types of a e r i a l  t a r g e t  towing and i n f l i g h t  
r e fue l ing  . 
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS, 1 JANUARY 1982 - 31 DECEMBER 1982 

1982 - 
JANUARY 

9 - Commander K. L. BLOOD re l ieved Commander R. C. JOHNSON a s  Commanding 
Off icer  of VC-12. A ga la  ce lebra t ion  followed the  ceremony a t  which 
Rear Admiral J. F. Fetterman was the  honored speaker. 

17 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida f o r  
s i x  days to provide a i r  combat maneuvering se rv ices  t o  VF-201, 63.0 
hours were u t i l i z e d  t o  complete 48 s o r t i e s .  

24 - Five TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Beaufort, South Carolina f o r  s i x  days 
t o  provide a i r  combat maneuvering support  t o  VMFA-312, 50.6 hours 
were expended providing 36 s o r t i e s .  263 hours were flown i n  January. 

FEBRUARY 

7 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  w e r e  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Key West, 
F lor ida  f o r  e i g h t  days to provide a i r  combat maneuvering t r a i n i n g  f o r  
VF-101, 48.7 hours were required t o  provide 31 s o r t i e s .  

22 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  and th ree  p i l o t s  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  
Miramar, Ca l i fo rn ia  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  adversary t r a i n i n g  a t  the  Navy 
Fighter  Weapons School, 21.2 hours were flown t o  complete 16 s o r t i e s .  

25 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Key W e s t ,  F lor ida  
f o r  t en  days to support  VF-101 with a i r  combat maneuvering t r a i n i n g ,  
24.6 hours were u t i l i z e d  f o r  16 s o r t i e s .  TA-4J BUNO. 1581 12 was 
damaged s l i g h t l y  when it was s t ruck by a t a r g e t  dummy u n i t  (TDU) 
during ree l - in ;  a change to squadron standard opera t ing  procedures 
r e su l t ed .  294 f l i g h t  hours were completed i n  February. 

MARCH - 
29 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Cecil  F ie ld ,  Florida 

t o  provide adversary support  to CVWR-20, 13.1 hours were expended f o r  
seven s o r t i e s .  294 f l i g h t  hours w e r e  flown i n  March. 
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APRIL - 
12 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air S t a t i o n ,  Key West, F lo r ida  

i n  suppor t  of VF-101 a i r  combat maneuvering t r a i n i n g ,  24.6 hours  were 
requi red  f o r  16 s o r t i e s .  390 f l i g h t  hours  were completed f o r  Apri l .  

MAY - 
23 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  t h e  A i r  Nat ional  Guard Base a t  Gulfport ,  

Miss i ss ippi  t o  provide banner towing s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  1 20th T a c t i c a l  
F igh te r  Squadron. 30.7 f l i g h t  hours  were u t i l i z e d  t o  f l y  16 s o r t i e s .  

24 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Cec i l  F i e ld ,  F lor ida  
to  provide adversary s e r v i c e s  f o r  CVWR-20. 19.5 f l i g h t  hours  were expended 
t o  complete 10 s o r t i e s .  

29 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Tyndall  Air Force Base, F lo r ida  t o  
provide  a i r  combat maneuvering f o r  VF-202; 25 hours  were requi red  f o r  
24 s o r t i e s .  VC-12 marked t h e  h i g h e s t  monthly f l i g h t  hours of F i s c a l  
Year 1982 when it flew 465 f l i g h t  hours  i n  May. 

JUNE - 
2 - RADM F. F. PALMER presented  t h e  Chief of  Naval Operations Sa fe ty  Award 

t o  VC-12 f o r  t h e  second consecut ive year  a s  VC-12 marked over 21,000 
acc ident - f ree  f l i g h t  hours  s i n c e  i ts  r e a c t i v a t i o n  i n  1973. 

1 3  - Four TA-4J ~ i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Canadian Forces Base, Bagotv i l le ,  
Canada f o r  seven days t o  provide a i r  combat maneuvering suppor t ;  42.9 
hours  w e r e  flown f o r  39 s o r t i e s .  

20 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Key West, F lo r ida  
t o  provide a i r  combat maneuvering f o r  VF-101, 74.3 f l i g h t  hours  were 
requi red  f o r  55 s o r t i e s .  

26 - Three TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Fal lon,  Nevada t o  
provide umpires f o r  t h e  Naval Reserve Annual Photo Derby; 60.1 hours  
were requi red  f o r  19 s o r t i e s .  21 8 f l i g h t  hours  were completed i n  June. 

JULY - 
12 - USS Eisenhower conducted a l i v e  missile f i r i n g  e x e r c i s e  i n  which VC-12 

provided tow se rv i ces .  A Seasparrow missile was acc iden t ly  f i r e d  a t  t h e  
VC-12 tow a i r c r a f t ;  it narrowly missed. There w e r e  l e s sons  learned  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h i s  human f a i l u r e .  

25 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Phelps-Collins A i r  Force B a s e ,  Alpena, 
Michigan f o r  s i x  days i n  suppor t  of t h e  Indiana A i r  Nat ional  Guard; 
43.2 hours  were flown f o r  42 s o r t i e s .  297 f l i g h t  hours were flown i n  
Ju ly .  

AUGUST - 
3 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Marine Corps A i r  S t a t ion ,  Beaufort ,  

South Caro l ina  f o r  f i v e  days t o  provide d i s s i m i l a r  a i r  combat maneuvering 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  VMFA-451; 27.1 hours  were flown t o  complete 23 s o r t i e s .  

Ehclosure ( 1  1 2 
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AUGUST (Cont'd) - 
20 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland f o r  

th ree  days t o  provide adversary se rv ices  t o  VFP-206; 15.6 f l i g h t  hours 
w e r e  expended t o  complete 16 s o r t i e s .  347 f l i g h t  hours were completed i n  
A U ~ U S  t . 

SEPTEMBER 

12 - Two TA-4J A i r c r a f t  and th ree  VC-12 p i l o t s  were deployed t o  the Navy 
Fighter  Weapons School, Naval A i r  S t a t ion ,  Miramar, Cal i fornia  f o r  f i v e  
weeks. 

17 - One TA-4J A i r c r a f t  v i s i t e d  Terra Haute, Indiana f o r  a weekend a i r  show 
and open house a t  the  i n v i t a t i o n  of the  Indiana A i r  National Guard. 

19 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Luke A i r  Force Base, Phoenix, Arizona 
f o r  s i x  days to  provide a i r  combat maneuvering se rv ices  to  the 426 
TFTS; 80 hours were u t i l i z e d  t o  complete 49 s o r t i e s .  346 f l i g h t  hours 
were completed i n  September. 

OCTOBER 

2 - VC-12 hosted VMFA-451 from t h e  Marine Corps Air S ta t ion  Beaufort, South 
Carolina f o r  two days of d i s s i m i l a r  a i r  combat maneuvering. 

10 - Four TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air Sta t ion ,  Key West, Florida 
t o  provide adversary services  f o r  VF-101 f o r  ten  days; 118.3 hours 
were flown t o  complete 89 s o r t i e s .  

25 - VC-12 provided one week of d i s s i m i l a r  a i r  combat maneuvering t r a i n i n g  a t  
Naval Air S ta t ion  Oceana f o r  VMFP-3, Marine Corps A i r  S ta t ion ,  E l  Toro, 
Ca l i fo rn ia  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  deployment. 410 f l i g h t  hours were completed i n  
October. 

NOVEMBER 

3 - A Safety Survey of VC-12 was conducted by the  Naval Safety Center. 

5 - A i r c r a f t  11, BUN0 158098 was t r ans fe r red  t o  VT-7, Naval Air Sta t ion ,  
Meridian, Mississippi .  

7 - Five TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama City,  
F lor ida  f o r  s i x  days t o  provide adversary se rv ices  f o r  VMFA-321 and 
the  Canadian A i r  Force (433 ETAC); 62.6 hours were flown t o  provide 48 
s o r t i e s .  

22 - The Fe l ix  I n v i t a t i o n a l  Fighter  Derby commenced f o r  f i v e  days with VC- 

12 providing support  f o r  Commander Fighter  Wing ONE. 

28 - Five TA-4J A i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Key West, Florida 
t o  provide adversary se rv ices  f o r  VF-101. 279 f l i g h t  hours wre flown 
i n  November. 

DECEMBER 

9 - Detachment t o  Naval Air S ta t ion ,  Key W e s t ,  F lor ida  returned a f t e r  
completing 97 s o r t i e s  and 116 f l i g h t  hours. 166 f l i g h t  hours were 
flown i n  December. 
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DECEMBER ( Con t ' d ) 

25 - A Merry Christmas was enjayed by a l l  hands. 

31 - A l l  hands of VC-12 re f l ec ted  on the b e s t  year i n  VC-12's i l l u s t r i o u s  his tory.  

nclosure ( 1 )  


