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FIGHTER SQUADRON SIXTY THREE

c/o Fleet Post Office VF-63/A12
San Francisco, California EAR:rch

From: Commanding Officer
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Subj: Historical Report; forwarding of

Ref:s (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 57502

Encl: (1) Historical Report for the period 1 January 1952 to 30 June 1952

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) 1is herewith submitted.
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S. MILLER
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LCDR Ward S. MILLER, USN, commanding.

Fighter Squedron SIXTY THREE attached to Carrier Air Group
TWC, under operational and administretive control of Com:ander
Fleeh Air Alameda, Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet - 1
January 1652 to 10 March 1952,

Temporarily embarked in U.S.S. BOXER ("v-21) ia the Sea of
Japan,

1 Januvary 1952 to 7 February 1952 temporerily bzsed ashore
at ALY, Santa Rosa, California. 7 Februcry 1257 to date,
temporarily embarked in the U.S.S. BOXER ({721,

None,

9 Janucry 1952 ~ Administrative and Material Inspection was
conducted by Commender Flecet Air Alameda. In proof of its
high state of readiness, Fighter Squedron SIXTY THREE rcecirci
the highest grade ewarded in Air Group TWO.

29 4pril 1952 - LTJG q, USN, while on a combot
~mission over Korea, recelved severe damage to his sirecrafs

when hit by enemy AA. He immedictely turned his plenc for
the coast, which was only & few miles awey. Before recach.
ing the weter his plane burst into flames and hec was forccd
to bail out, By slipping hlis parachute he missed a high
cliff and landcd on the beach just south of Wonsan. He
immediately infleted his life reft end paddled secaward but
shore machine guns opendd fire a&nd deflated his raft.
Search and Rescue facilities were activated upon his
"Mayday" call and subsequent transmissions by the flight
leader, LCDR Ward S. MILLER. A division of Corsesirs flecw
RESCAP over the downed pilot until he was picked up be the
helicopter from the LST 799 in Wonsan Harbor. ITJG RICE
received 3rd degree burns on his ncck and wrists and 2nd
degree burns on the face and hands. His rccommendations
are as follows: (1) Wesr a sammer flight suit over the
Merk III survivael suit. The fire in the cockpit burncd
off the lcg of his summer flight suit and without this
protection the survivel suit would heve been burnt rond-
ering little or no protection to the pilot who was in
water of 50° temperature for 45 minutes.

'l-
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(2) That cotton scar@s be uscd under the ncck band of the
Mark ITT Strvival Suit to eliminate serious neck burns
fron the rubber ncck-band,

72 Moy 1952 - LTJG [p. s aircroft was Rit by flak
v.ailc on en attack over enenmy territory in Kores. He
frmsdiacsly tuarned toward the coest and made a controlled
alvehing West of Yodo Islend in Wonsen Harbor, Tac planc
was on Tirc at the time of the ditechingz. He was picked

o by ths helicopter from the U.,S.S. DEIMIERTCN (CA-130).
Tne pilo% was in the water for 20 ninutcs cnd suffered

nc injurics. The next day he was returuned to the U.S.S.
EOTAR.

27 vy 1952 - IT -. -s gircraft wosg LiC by flak
wilie aging an attack over encmy keld territory.in Korca.
Though the plane wes smoking profusely IT SMYER flew it
oui to sea nmaking a controlled water ditching alongsidc
of the U.S.S. VIALTON (DE). Hc was picked up after bcing
in the water 10 minutes; suffering only minor laccrations
and bruises.

18 June 1952 - LTJG !Fs aircreft was hit by fla*.
during an ettack on Hamhung, Korea. TUnable to mcintain
power he flew toward the beach. He made o controllced

woter ditching Northeast of Hungnem. The pilot was picked
up uninjured 4O minutes later by & helicopter from the 157
799 in YiONSAN Harbor, ’

23 June 1952 - ICDR Ward S, MILLER's aircraft was hit by
flak while attacking a strstegically importadt-hydro-~
elcctric plant nine miles Northwest of Tanchon, Korea.
The plane irmediately caught on fire cnd LCDR MIILER flcw
toward the coast. Becausec all engine controlls and port
flap were shot away he was forced to nake a highspecd,
controlled ditching, The pilot was picked up 50 minutes
later by the helicopter from the U.S.S. HELENA (CA-75),
with first, second, and third degree burns. Two days
latcer he weas transferred to the U.S.S, BOXER. His
recommendation is as follows: (1) with average to hcavy
seas.ruanifg, one should try and use 20° to 30° flaps on
an FLUL watcr ditching. This lcsscns the glide cnglc as
you riake contact with the water. The target, Kyoscn #4,
received 70% demage.
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NARRATTIVE

This squadron is on its third tour in the Korean Thcatrc. An
cvaiuvation of operational procedures and experiences show
that the ®raining and operations outlines in enclosure 2 and
3 oP ths Historical Report for period of 1 July 1951 to 31
Decenber 1951 still apply. Due to past and recent trcnds in
the Forean War, an Air Intelligence Officer as the sguadron
leve.. is an abscliute necessity. Refer to eéppendix 1 of the
Hissorizal Peport of 1 January 1951 to 30 June 1951,

THS WETE Tl sxposurc sult was worn by the 11lots when tho
waver tenporature dropped below 60 degrees ituinrenheit. The
Mark TIT =xvrosure sult was very satisfaestory cxcept for the

necy ‘:l wrist seals which were easily torn. The cexposure

suits wore noct supplied with additional secls which crcated
hu¢¢s.:r%, Reconnmendation to proper authoricy was made to
remedy Lilse

In Mercih 1952, & proposed operationel doctrine was made up by

each sguadron and subnitted to Commender Carrier Air Group
TWO, Fron this cane the CiG TVIO operationel doctrine to whicl
Fighter Squedron SIXTY THREE contributed considerably in vicw
of its large number of pilots expcrienced in the Pacific and
Korecan Arecs.

MAINTENANCE ’

During thc month of January, squcdron naintenance continucd to
suffcr duc to lack of adequate facilities cnd the overwhelning
influx of new personnel. These scme ccnditions were discussed
in the Historical Report for the period 1 July 1951 to 31
Decerber 1951 and require no evaluation other then the fact
they were slow to improve. 4As soon &s the squadron enmbarked

in the U.S.S. BOXER, however, on 8 February, a nirked in-
provenent in A/C avallablllty was noted. This was due not
only to the facilities available, but in the e jor pert to the
fact that at last the personnel situation was stablized, -
Various crews were organized and training was emphasized
particularly in the lower ratings. The lMclintenance Departiient
Organization was revised using current Comsirpac direcctives as
@ basis with innovations in minor particulars. The Maintenance
Department is functiocnlilng smoothly end avallability has

risen to an all tine high of 95.4%:

-3 -
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The'only .change ‘naode to the Maintenanos Dgpartment -
Organizatior vorthy of notice was the sation of the job
of Meintenance Licison - and ooordinator.  Actually the res-
ponsibility of Lisfison end coordination of work within the
Msiptenance Dlenarinent falls within the scope of the
Mcirsenanece (Linf., Tn view of-the many duties of the Maint-
eranss Chier, owher than these, and the special emphasis

8o+ 1 upon iiaiaon and coordination, a responsible vetty

ar was seloected whose sole duties are liaison cnd
~nation. I 7% is estinmated, conservatively, that aircraft
721 ability bas increased ten percent.

Thee njor ehingzes were incorported in the aricraft-during

thie oeriod, Thov were FLU 4/C serviee chnice-432, install-

at off the dew, 14LA bomb end rocket laun:.: -, and service

channa L22, Logtallation of the MK IIX set. “oth changcs

recolnsd exvensive reywork of the wiring and r:rious other ’
3- Change 432 alone was estimated prici: to installotion,
21 ire 80 man hours per eircraeft. In <icw of the cx-

o short time aveileble for installetion, thc ccmplete
‘g received Jjust prior to embarketion in the ship, ar
egseniiy line wes set upe Each man of the verious maintenarcs
divis:cns-concerned waes given a specific task to perforn,
therefore, being required to know ohly & s:rell portion of crol.
chango. In this menner work waes started and proceecded with
astonishing easc, It is to be noted at this point that
conplete wiring diagrans for change 432 werec not received
until just prior to deperting Pearl Harbor for Yokosuka,Jepar:,
which delayed starting installations until this tine. The
installgtion in the sixteen aircraft assigned proceeded
efficiently. Thc average time required for installation of
the change in each eircraft was reduced to an estimated 35
nan hours., Ghange 422 was handled in the same way end with
the sane satisfactory results.

Only one RUDM worthy of note has been submitted during this
period. It concerned the Carbon Dioxide emergency blowdown
bottle for the main landing gear. Current imstallation allows
the bottle to slide forward into the center section 6f the
instrument panel meking it inaccessible tco the pilotsi A
sinple bracket was dcvised by two enterprising metalsmiths
which braces it well and does not allow slippage in any
direction. This bracket is more adequately descrited in the
RUDM. (VF=-63 5-52)

ORDNANCE ‘ ‘

One 50 caliber gun blest tube exploded, however,no defects
were detected in the gun. Four (4) blest tubes have dents
in then ran8ing in size from .0l4 inches in diameter to an
elongated dent approximately 2.0 inches longe. One tube wcs
renoved which was completely pierced. Cause unknown, One
gun barrel was reéplaced due to worn out bore after firing
approximately 25,000 rounds, #ero l4A racks have proved nost
satisfactory. The single drawback encountered is that no
manual release mechanisn is provided, thus naking difficultthe
wing loading of inccndiary clusters, long flelay fuzed bornbs,
and other special ordnance., Ordnance personnel have - :
encountered considerable difficulty with sway braces when

-h-
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loading the Aero 144 racks, Procedurs: bombs ere hung on -
the raecks with the sway braces extended due to the difficulty
cf menually cranking them into the rack end out against the
o1 surface eitcer the bomb has been latched into plece,
Problen: the ceriolete eycle is vory time consuming end would
not #gllow ceormplels rearming of all eircraft between strikes
rlpletelf roxricd oute Recommendations: with' the sway
;3 left 1 o 90 degree position to the rack there is a
ﬂﬁt swinging motion on the 100# GP bomb:; it is considored
¢3~ this wii. cause no trouble. The 250# GP and 260 Frags
ere a0t affes.ed due to the large size of the bomb casc,

APPENDIX

P “sial targets, danage inflicted and ordnence
A -2 in reporting period.
Specond Margsus ’ -
1o uingjia - May 25,1952 and April 13,1952
2. ETwon - June 16, 1952
3, Feniung - June 17, 1952 and Junc 18, 1952
Lo Kyiro~clectric facilities June 23, 1952 and June 24, 1:_0«
Damoge Inflicted by VF-63

DESTROYED DANAGE
Rail Breaks 335 L
Buildings 121 3 )
Warchouses 1L 36
Boats LO 26
Oxecarts -7 3
Trucks 11 1)1
Boxecers 33 18
Gun Positions 16 11
Supply Dumps 7 6
Locometives 1 3
Obscrvation Posts 0 1
Bridges 5 9
Cranes 0 1
Hydro-clcetric Plants 1 4
Oxch 10 0
Bypasscs RoRe 5 3
Factories 0 L
Berracks 25 7
Transformer:-Stations 5 1

!
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33 Napafhs

6@6 250# G.P.
2,131 100# G.P.
456 260# FRAG

148 1000# G.P.

L72 500# G.P,
152 57 ATAR & HVAR

564,71 Rounds of 50 Caliber

I"
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From: Commanding Officer
To: Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
(Aviation History and Research Section)

Subj: Semi-Annual Historical Report
Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 5750.2

Encl: (1) Historical Report for period 1 July 1952 - 31
December 1952

l. In accordance with reference (a) subject report is for-
warded as enclosure (1).

2, This letter is downgraeded to unclassified upon removal
of enclosure (1).

-

VA ,
V. JENN 7 Jr.
By direction.
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CHRONOLOGY

l. ICDR Ward 5, MILLER, USN, Commanding 20 August 1951 to
31 October 1952. LCDR Elmon A. MILLER, Jr., USNR Command-
ing 31 October 1952 to date. ,

2, Fighter Squadron SIXTY THREE attached to Carrier Air
Group TWO, under operational and administrative control of
Commander Fleet Air, Alameda, Commander Air Force, Pacific
Fleet 25 September 1952 to date.

3. U.S. Naval Air Station, Alameda, California.

4. 1 July 1952 to 25 September 1952 temporarily embarked
in USS BOXER (CVA-21). 25 September 1952 to date temporarily
based ashore NAS, Alameda, California,

5. none
6., none
NARRATIVE

1, General: This reporting period may be broken down into

two periods. The first half of the period is concerned with
.operations in the forward area and the last helf upon return
to CONUS.

8, 1 July 1952 to 25 September 1952 embarked in the
SS BOXER (CVA-21) in the forward area and enroute CONUS.
On 6 August 1952 Fighter Squadron SIXTY THREE was embarked
in. the USS BOXER (CVA-21) when a damaging and tragic fire
broke out while operating off the east coast of Kerea, All
hands in the squadron distinguished themselves in their per-
formance of duty fighting the fire. One officer and two
enlisted men were awarded Bronze Star ledals by Com 7th Fleet
for their heroic and ocourageous action. There were no per-
sonnel losses suffered by this squadron but administrative
and persoanel records were almost totally destroyed by the
fire. ,

b. On return to NAS, Alameda the squadron was granted
a leave and rehab*litation period that extended through 31
October 1952, In Nevember the squadron began reforming with
a new commanding officer and a nucleus of ten officers, As
of this writing the 8quadron officer and enlisted complement
is nearly full again.

2, Qperations: During the period in the forward area the :
operational do pctrine of CVG-2 mentioned in the 1l January 1952 -
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30 June 1952 report was adhered to with continued success.
Fighter Squadron SIXTY THREE had five (5) pilots shot down
during the entire cruise and all five (5) were rescued,
In November 1952 F9F-2 aircraft were received and were re-
placed by F9F-5 airecraft in December 1952. Flight operations
consisted mainly of familiarization hops, Most remaining
pilots received refresher training at FASRon EIGHT IFTD for
renewal of Standard Instrument Rating cards.

3., Maintenance: Maintenance problems while embarked in

the USS BOXER [CVA-21) have been thoroughly discusSsed in

the 1 January 1952 - 30 June 1952 report. Maintenance
problems came thick and fast, however, when F9F type air-
craft were assigned in November, Primarily, two factors
caused this condition:; (1) Transfer of a large number of
experienced maintenance personnel upen arrival CONUS, and

(2) Almost total unfamiliarity with jet operations for those
remaining. Consequently, as many men '‘as possible have been
sent to schools to receive jet engine training and experience.

ks, Ordnance: These comments pertain only to the part of
the reporting period spent in the forward area,

a, Wider and speedier dissemination of AIR OPS schedules
(and_changes th-rcto) would facilitate planning of work loads,

b, Stagger the night loading times by squadrons to
eliminate unnecessary delays caused by several squadrons
all trying to load the same type of bombs at the same time,
This would also allow the ordnance erews maximum rest and
more regular night rations.

¢. Secure radie antennae horizontally to prevent "feed
back" to the arming wires and elsctrical circuits of air-
craft stacked in the immediate vicinity of the antennae,
Arming wires and rocket"pigtails™ have become too wara to
touch. ‘

d., There was an insufficient number of bomb skids and
bomb skid adapters, ILoading time was lost because there
were not enough skids to maintein a steady flow of ordnance
from the magazines to the flight deck. Lmpty skids had to
be returned to the magazines for rcloading while loading
crews were standing by awaiting ordnance, All skids should
have safety straps to prevent bombs from falling off the
skid when passing .over arresting wires and barricades,
Pneumatic tires or larger wheels on the the bomb skids
would allow easier passage over arresting gear cables.

e. Bring up aircceeft froam the hangar deck in sufficient
time to allow loading, Unscheduled aircraft were sometimes
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brought up just shortly before a launch and without notifica-
tion it would be loaded for a hop. Rushing the loading

could easily lead to acecidents or result in the aircraft
being short-loaded. This applies primarily to aircraft that
were declared "UP" at the latest possible moment. A definite
time limit for bringing up aircraft should be established.
Sufficient loading time prior to launching time must be
allowed when a time limit is established.

f. Ordnence Safety Precautions and orders should be
available from the ship when the Air Group embarks., Specific
orders and precautions for each type of aircraft and its
particular ordnance equipment would be most desireable,

g« To date the squadron has had no exberience with FOF
aircraft ordnance.

APPENDIX
1. Resume' of ordnance expended during reporting period:
6 Napala 237-250# G.P. 138-M-38 CLUSTERS
4L,2-1000# G.P.  155-100# G.P. 52 - ATAR & HVAR
111-500# G,P.  106-2607# FRAGS 59,500 rounds of

50 Cal. ammo,
2. Special targets hit during this period:
~a. 5 August 1952 - Kyosen #l hydro-electric plant.
b. 29 August 1952 - Pyongyang - 2 maxiaun effort strikes.,
¢c. 1 September 1952 - Musan Iron Works - This was the
first strike of the war against Musen, locuted on the Tumen

river border of Manchuria., Coaplete surprise was e¢ffected
and no flak was encountered, '

3. Sunmary of damage inflicted: Destroyed Damgged
Railcuts 34 -
Boats - 1
Buildings (barracks and warehouse) 81 21
R.R. cars ' 6 8
Bridges 3 -
Gun pesitions 1 -
Hydro-electric plants - 2.
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