
Address Reply to 

Refer to No 
AIR FORCE ATLANTIC FLEET 

vf-63/~~'-1 FIGHTING SQUADRON SIXTY-THREE 
?Y% :br Care of Fleet Post Office 
~ e l ~ i d :  #011 " New York, New York 

JUL 2 7 1950 

c :  Cor~~man6 'ng Officer, Fj &-tc.r S q ~ z d r o n  YIXfY W%YE. 
'?n : - ... C;:P: ef o f  ilavzl Operations (Aviat ic :~  Ill-story l ~ n i t ) .  

S.r,bj: Sell i - zn i i~  t.? '!isto-; c a  repor t  f o r  period 1 Jmuzry 1950 - 
30 Jvae 1950. 

lief: (a) AGL 11-49. 

&cl: (3-1 Subject report .  

1. In acccrdance w j - t k  reference (a), eiiclosnre (1) is sub~iriiitted he:.eviiWI. 



Address Reply to  

Refer to  No. 
AIR FORCE ATLANTIC FLEET 

FIGHTING SQUADRON SIXTY-THREE 
Care of Fleet Post Office 

New York, New York 

1 . Colm~andi- ng L f  f i c e r s  : I CLii ~ ~ a l  col n Vi . CBGLX, bSlu, 27 Jul p 1 G4t.' t o  15 Februtiry 
IC:.0. LC F Thnr->as J. 3 E 1 ,  fT5, 13 Fekrner:. IC,5O t o  d ~ t e .  

5 .  Not Appl ic~ble .  

B:i;=t'AT_.wj: 

F ighter  b ~ i l d r i > n  STY'F' 'TI-',;I3 begen 1050 w! tE a c'-.anre of  & r c r ~  't t y $ e  f ro ,?  

FFF-2 to  F4U-4. ?tv a2 '?el r r? t o  1 ~ r k  the tlb~lgs out of t he  besrc-t, we irere 

re11 ljc-tzilt t o  ?era n2!L ;her;, esgecia'lp j n excl?_iin&e f o r  Corszire .  Pie bad heara 

sl' th lI l~r id  t d e s  of t ? e  tretic6er.y c f  tke F4U, anti sor-e cf US v~ere s l i t h - t l y  

1 e i . r ~  of then. Aftcr six moilths of' b e a q  fl;yjne, we are  conTI-lncec tha t  -&ere i s  

~1ot"lng un~ l sud  i n  the f l i g h t  charsc te r i s t ics  of the F4U that cn~lnot be founci i n  

other type e r c r a f t .  it i s  a safe reliabl-e fig!ter as 1c1:g as %he p i lo t  t r e a t s  

it w j t h  the sar,e r ~ s ; e c t  snd cciisjceration he would have fo r  any c f - e r  t :re.  

Februw; 1050 b r o ~ g h t  abcut two cl-snges havj I L ~  a d i r e c t  e f f ec t  03 SL,TP TFPS3; 

L eut enant Commander : . 7.'. C.lGl,E, wz.s relieved b:r Lievtenmt Corafiander T. J, i U L  

a s  Skiip2er, and Conmcncier G ,  b . C& PEdl L was relieved by Con~ilancier E. S .  BilTTU1,ZLT 

z s  C~or~a~icer Carrier Air Group ~IX. Under t h e i r  leadership F igh te r  SiX'i"i' -1-'kdEi3 

has coiltsnuec t o  improve a t  en e n v i ~ b l e  pace. I n  sp i t e  of the f a c t  tha t  the  ereat- 

e r  iASa jori t > 7  o f  t'rle pi2 n ts  are  inexperieilcea, v. e came within sy l  t t L 3 ~  ~i stallce of 

a new f l e e t  rocket record f o r  the sqvadron average. 



Address Reply to 

Refer to No. 
AIR FORCE ATLANTIC FLEET 

FIGHTING SQUADRON SIXTY-THREE 
Care of Fleet Post Office 

New York, New York DECMSSIFIED 

Tee Erst h d f  of 1950 brought t h e  usua l  r o r t i n e  flights 5n guimery, 

bombing, and r o c k e t s  with group gropes, formal exerc ises ,  an6 f i s h t e r  d i r e c t o r  

con t so l l ed  hops s c z t t e r e d  t-rough the  peraiod . Bir Group SIX has  been experj nentii ig 

wi th  a nietho6 t o  counter  a t tacki i ig  j e t  a i r c r a f t  i n  r e c e n t  gr0u.F tropes. 'l'here a r e  

no stt:t.'l.sti c s  as y e t  tc;  resent ei . ther  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  +he idea ,  hoi.ever, s i n c e  t h  . 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i s  i n d e t e r s i n a t e .  

Two f a c t o r s  have done tlclcir s h a r e  i n  haniperlng the e f f o r t s  of  VF-63. The 

f: r s t  32s bsen en j.nflux of  nei., inexperf  enced pll o t s  i ~ ? t o  t h e  squ-adron coukled 

w?th a l o s s  of o f f i c e r s  who were copbat q u a l i f i e ? .  The secolid h a s  been the confusion 

fo l lowing  t he  Korean Incic?.ent. The l a t t e r ,  while no t  extreme, f u r n i s h e s  an i n d i -  

c a t i o n ' o f  ccnd i t i ons  t o  expect should a major c r i s i s  a r i s e .  b rders  have been 

i s s ~ ~ e d  and imnedia te ly  viithdrawn, t e n t a t i v e  d e c i s i c n s  have been made on7.y t o  be 

aance1.l e i ,  a d  opera t iona l  conu,dlzents have been planned then  e l iadnated .  Add 

t '- 'ese t o  t 3 e  m Qrs alr;a:is presen t  i n  t h i s  t ~ r p e  of s i t u a t i o n ,  ma the r e s u l t  horde-s 

on a r.lld c s se  of cheos. vde Pave ]earnee  by experience t o  wa i t  from day t o  day 

sna -die no long-range personal. plans.  



AIR FORCE PACIFIC FLEET 
FIGHTER SQUADRON SIXTY THREE 

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE VF-63/~9-3 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA KTW:rcb 

S e r i a l :  04 

DECLASSIFIED 

Frsm: Cmmanding O f f i c e r  
To: Chief o f  Naval Operations (Aviation History Uni t )  

Subj: Semi-annual H i s t o r i c a l  Report for period 1 July 1950 
t o  31 December 1950 

Ref: ( a )  ACL 18-49 
(b) ACL 73-50 

Encl: (1) VF-63 H i s t o r i c a l  Report 
( 2 )  VF-63 Conf ident ia l  l t r  s e r i a l  03 dated 1 December 1950 

1, In compliance with reference ( a )  and ( b ) ,  enclosure ( 1 )  i s  
herewith submitted, 

. : . .  - , -  - -  ,;r;- . , - ; .":*; ;;,;:; :,!;>&J . . . , . . . .. 
C. I,??:. j -  <;A&/ 

Copy to: , .  ,,,... ?...C.C .....,. ./ a b 1 .- ............ 
CornAirPac 
CornFairAlameda 



AIR FORCE PAClFlC FLEET 
FIGHTER SQUADRON S l X N  THREE 

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

DECLASSIFIED 
CHRONOLOGY 

1, Cornanding Off icer :  LCDR Thomas J, BALL, USN, 13  February 1950 
t o  date. 

2, Attached t o  A i r  Group SIX, A i r  Force At lan t i c  F l e e t ,  27 Ju ly  1948 - 31 Ju ly  1950. Attached t o  A i r  Group TWO, A i r  Force A t l a n t i c  
F l e e t ,  31 Ju ly  1950 - 9 August 1950. Home p o r t  changed from 
NAAS, Oceana, V i r g i n i a  t o  NAS Alameda, Ca l i fo rn ia  on 9 August 1950. 
Attached t o  A i r  Group TWO, A i r  Force, P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  9 August 1950 
t o  date .  

3.  1 July  - 12 August, aboard NABS,  Oceana, Virginia .  
1 2  August - 17  August, enroute  t o  NAS Alameda Cal i forn ia .  
23 August, Reported aboard U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) 
24 August departed United S ta tes .  
1 5  September, joined Task Force 77 i n  Yellow Sea. 
1 5  October, with Task Force 77 i n  Sea of Japan. 
23 October, departed Sea o f  Japan enroute  t o  United S t a t e s  
11 November, a r r i v e d  NAS, Alanieda Cal i forn ia .  

5 December, repor ted  aboard USS +ALLEY FORGE (CV-45). 
6 December, departed United S ta tes .  

23 December, joined Task Force 77 i n  Sea o f  Japan. 

4. Assigned F4U-4 a i r c r a f t ,  

During t h e  per iod covered by t h i s  r e p o r t ,  F igh te r  Squadron 
SIXTY THREE has become combat qua l i f i ed .  The months of  eacetime 
t r a i n i n g  and exercise* enabled t h e  p i l o t s  t o  perform ef i c i e n t l y  
t h e  missions flown i n  t h e  Korean Theatre. 

P 
The month of J u l y  wzis spent i n  r o u t i n e  peacetime t r a i n i n g .  Every 

e f f o r t  was made t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  maximum of t r a i n i n g  from t h e  Baker 
Allotment r e s t r i c t i o n s .  The primary emphasis w a s  placed on c a r r i e r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of each p i l o t .  A t  t h e  end of Ju ly ,  a l l  p i l o t s  were 
c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i e d  aboard t h e  USS IbiIDWAY and t h e  USS CORAL SEA. 



AIR FORCE PACIFIC FLEET 
FIGHTER SQUADRON SIXTY THREE 

CARE O F  FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA DECLASSIFIED 

Refresher  f l i g h t s  of  a i r  t o  a i r  gunnery, bombing and rockets  were 
flown. Th i s  w a s  he ld  t o  a minimum as formal exe rc i ses  had j u s t  
been completed during t h e  preceding month. 

On 1 August 1950, VF-63 repor ted  t o  CVG-2 f o r  opera t iona l  and 
admin i s t r a t ive  command, f o r  immediate deployment t o  t h e  Korean 
Theatre. CVG-2 w a s  composed of two o r i g i n a l  A i r  Group TWO f i g h t e r  
squadrons p lus  two f i g h t e r  squadrons and one a t t a c k  squadron of 
CVG-6. To coordinate  and i n t e g r a t e  t h e s e  squadrons so  t h a t  t h e y  
would func t ion  e f f i c i e n t l y  toge the r ,  we embarked i n  t h e  USS CORAL 
SEA f o r  a f i v e  day opera t iona l  c r u i s e  on 2 August 1950. 

The a i r c r a 9 t  s i t u a t i o n  was c r i t i c a l .  The assigned a i r c r a f t  were 
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  second o r  t h i r d  s e r v i c e  tour .  Thecengines i n  t e n  
a i r c r a f t  had over 200 hours. Extensions were granted on over-age 
a i r c r a f t  but a l l  engines with over 200 hours had t o  be replaced. 

This  presented t h e  problem of  maintaining a s u f f i c i e n t  number of 
a v a i l a b l e  a i r c r a f t  aboard s h i p  f o r  opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  and a t  t h e  
same time rep lac ing  engines. This  problem was solved by l eav ing  ha l f  
of  t h e  maintenance crew a t  Oceana and f e r r y i n g  a i r c r a f t  t o  and from 
t h e  s h i p  as changes were completed. 

A maximum o f  opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  was accomplished. Each p i l o t  
averaged f i v e  f l i g h t s  during t h i s  period. 

On 12  August 1950, condi t ioning  of aircraft  was completed. A l l  
squadron personnel,  not  f l y i n g ,  with squadron and personal  gear  
boarded a t r o o p  t r a i n  and departed f o r  NAS, Alameda. On 1 5  August 
t h e  f irst  of  our aircraft  departed.  

This  t r a n s f e r  w a s  completed with only  one casual ty .  The 
Comrr~anding O f f i c e r  experienced engine f a i l u r e  over Charleston, S.C. 
A success fu l  forced  landing  w a s  made a t  Charleston municipal air- 
port .  

The ease  with which t h e  t r a n s f e r  w a s  effected i s  noteworthy. 
There were no delays due t o  l ack  of planning. Extensive prepara t ions  
had been made a t  NAS,  Alameda r i o r  t o  our  a r r i v a l  which f a c i l i t a t e d  
our  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  USS BOXER f cV-21). 
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FIGHTER SQUADRON SIXTY THREE 
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On 23 August 1950, VF-63 embarked i n  t h e  USS BOXER (CV-21). 
On t h e  24th of  August t h e  BOXER departed from NAS,  Alameda f o r  
Pea r l  Harbor. 

t, 

The t r i p  t o  P e a r l  Harbor was necess i t a t ed  by lack  of c l o s e  a i r  
support  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  A i r  Group. Three days were spent i n  in-  
t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  c l o s e  a i r  support  on an impact a rea .  

On t h e  1 4 t h  of September t h e  USS BOXER reached Sasebo, Japan. 
Seven hours were spent  i n  r ep len i sh ing  t h e  ship.  The BOXER departed 
Sasebo a f t e r  r ep len i sh ing  and rendezoused with Task Force 77 on t h e  
afiernoon of 15  September i n  t h e  Yellow Sea. 

Our first s t r i k e s  were flown on 16  September i n  c l o s e  support  of  
t h e  Inchon amphibious landing. During t h e  per iod 16 September t o  
23 October, 168 o f fens ive  missions were flown.Air Attack Reports 
VF-63 c o n f i d e u t i a l  r e  o r t  symbol OPREP-55-38 i n  CNO f i l e s .  One 
p i l o t ,  LTJG Frankl in  P n )  SFZTH, USN, was l o s t  a t  sea i n  a c a r r i e r  
landing  crqsh dur ing  t h i s  period. 

On 23 October t h e  BOXEH departed f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  v i a  Japan 
and Pear l  Harbor. All a i r c r a f t  s t i l l  se rv iceab le  were flown of f  a t  
Japan as spa re  a i r c r a f t  f o r  groups s t i l l  opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea .  A t  
P e a r l  Harbor a group of  "VIPn were picked up t o  be taken t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  One day of  f l i g h t    per at ions w a s  scheduled t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  
t h e  VIP with t h e  func t ions  of an a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  

The BOXER a r r i v e d  a t  N U ,  Alameda on 11 November 1950. On 1 5  
November, f i f t y  percent  of our men and o f f i c e r s  departed on 1 5  days 
leave.  

The squadron was maintained i n  a leave  s t a t u s .  Flying cons is ted  
of  f a m i l i a r i z i n g  e i g h t  new p i l o t s  with t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  air-  
c r a f t .  

On 2 December 1950, we received word t h a t  we were t o  be deployed 
immediately t o  t h e  Korean Theatre i n  t h e  USS VALLEY FORGE. 

Leave was cancel led immediately. A 1 1  o f f i c e r s  and men were t o  
r e p o r t  back by 0800 l+ December. A t  t h a t  time 22% of our  o f f i c e r s  
and 28$ of our men were on leave.  The r e c a l l  e f f o r t s  were e f fec t ive .  
When t h e  VALLEY FORGE departed on 6 December only f i v e  men were un- 
accounted fo r .  A l l  o f f i c e r s  were aboard. 
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On t h e  morning of I ,  December, f o r t y  men were received from 
FASRon EIGHT. The new p i l o t s  were replaced by p i l o t s  from w-23. 
A ground maintenance o f f i c e r  r epor ted  aboard, The need f o r  t h i s  
o f f i c e r  is discussed i n  enclosure ( 2 )  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r .  

The a i r c r a f t  s i t u a t i o n  was c r i t i c a l .  We had t h r e e  se rv iceab le  
a i r c r a f t .  By 5 December t h e  squadron had received eleven a i r c r a f t  
from FASRon-8 and s i x  from VF-194, Acceptance checks were not  made 
a t  t h i s  time. They were made during t h e  t r i p  t o  Japan. 

A t  1200, 3 December, t h e  AV USS PINE ISLAND a r r i v e d  a t  HAS, 
Alameda. A l l  squadron personnel,  gear  and personal  gear  w a s  
loaded aboard, A t  1200, 4 December, t h e  PINE ISLAiJD departed f o r  
San Diego. On 5 December t h e  a i r c r a f t  were flown t o  San Diego. 
On 6 December t h e  USS V ~ I L ~ E Y  FORGE departed from San Diego. 

On 16 December t h e  VALLEY FORGE a r r i v e d  i n  Yokosuka, Japan. The 
s h i p  was replenished  and on 19 December departed Yokosuka. 

Two days were spent  i n  r e f r e s h e r  landings,  The major i ty  of 
t h e  p i l o t s  had done no f l y i n g  s i n c e  t h e  depar ture  from t h e  Korean 
Theatre,  

9n t h e  22nd of  December t h e  VALLEY FORGE rendezvoused with 
Task Force 77 i n  t h e  Qea of  Japan, On 23 December our  first s t r i k e s  
were launched covering t h e  evacuation of  Hungnam, Our first 
c a s u a l t y  occurred t h a t  day. Ens. John R. BRINKLEY was k i l l e d  i n  
a crash  caused by small arms f i r e .  

From t h e  period 23 December t o  31 December, we f lew 32 s t r i k e s .  
The l e s sons  learned  and needed changes t o  squadron organiza t ion  and 
opera t iona l  t r a i n i n g  were evaluated and are discussed i n  enclosure 
(2). 



'IGHTER SLUADROIJ SIXTY THIi , 
c/o FLEZT FO3T GF3ICE vF-63/~9.-9 

N FRAIL'CIS Cc), CALIF~)KNIA KTbi: r c b  
L-7,; - 

!Aa:. 0 "r t 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r  

DEC 1 1 9 5 0  
To: Chief o f  Naval Opera t ions  (A t tn :  Deputy Chief  o f  

Naval Opera t ions  f o r  A i r )  
Via: Cl) Commander. C a r r i e r  Air Group TWO 

( 2 )  Commander A i r  Force,  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  
DEClASSl FlED 

Subj :  Conirnents and r6cornrilendati~)ns f o r  VF Squadrons p repa r ing  
t o  be deployed t o  forward a r e a s  c@ t o  extended f o r e i g n  
du ty  

1 Th i s  squadron has  r e c e n t l y  completed a t o u r  i n  t h e  Korean 
a r ea .  J t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  ;,lade du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
w i b l  be h e l p f u l  t o  o t h e r  c a r r i e r  squadrons,  There fore  t h i s  
l e t t e r  i s  v e r y  r e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t ted  wi th  com1le:lts and r e -  
cou.lendations a s  s een  d e s i r a b l e  by t h i s  comr~a::d, 

2. The corn e n t s  and rccom enda t ions  have been d iv ided  i n t o  
s e c t i o n s  by depar tments ,  wi th  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  paragraph cover ing  
g e n e r a l  recom :endat i ons .  

( a )  Tho p re sen t  t r a i n i n g  s y l l a b u s  i s  i.n gene ra l  cons idered  
s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  changes o f  a ~ ' i inor  n a t u r e  needed p l u s  
a d d i t i o n a l  requir~si.ien.;s t o  be f i l l e d ,  These changes w i l l  b e  
coversd below. 2:cz~;;-three n i l o t s  p?r  sqaadron i s  adequate  i f  
f i v e  squadrons t o  be deployed on one c a r r i e r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
howevcr t h e r e  should  be two gound o f f i c e r s  permanently a s s igned  
t o  each squadron;  a  ground maintenance o f f i c e r  and an a i r  corhbat 
i n t e l t i g o n c e  o f f i c e r .  A pi:ot a s  maintenance o f f i c e r  du r ing  
i n t e n s i v e  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  docs no t  hnve t ime  t o  f l y  and cx-  
e r c i s e  p roper  s u p e r v i s i o n  o v a -  maintenance o f  a i r c r a f t ,  r e c o r d s ,  
and r e ? o r t s c  The need f o r  a non-f ly ing a i r  combat i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r  i s  obvious. 

( b )  It i s  be l i eved  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  squadron on an 
a i r c ~ a & t  c a r r i e r  would be more e f f i c i e n t  i f  t h e r e  were on lv  t h r e e  

squadrons;  each squadron t o  have twenty f o u r  t o  t h i r t y  p i anes  
each and t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  p i l o t s ,  Ready room f a c i l i t i e s ,  o f  which 
t h e r e  a r e  o n l y - t h ~ e e  d i s c b u n t i n g  Ready-room two i n  t h e  ivardroom 
which i s  no t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  would be used t o  b e t t e r  advantage.  

( c )  F i g h t e r  squadrons should ,  t h r e e  months p&ior  t o  d e p a r t u r e  
on any extended t o u r ,  equ ip  tbernselvcs i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  combat, 
i . e .  a l l  arrilor p l a t d s  should  be i n s t a l l e d ,  iJ.L.P. equipment 
a c t i v a t e d  i n  a l l  A/C,  gun h a t e r s  i n s t a l l e d ,  rearming d r i l l s  should  
be emphasizi.do e t c ,  Personllel  p r i o r i t i e s  should  be g iven  squadrons 
which a r e  i n  t h i s  phase ,  and i f  p o s s i b l e  i n  excess  o f  al lowance,  
p a r t i c u l a r y  o f  o rdnan~el~ lan ,  If c a l l e d  i n t o  combat, t h e s e  squadrons 

- i c k l y  ad j u s t  t h e n s c l v e s  t o  wartime cond i t i ons .  

1 - 1 -  



Sub j : Comments and racom; .endat i o n s  f o r  VF_ Squadron p r e p a r i n g  
t o  be dep lo  ed t o  forward a r e a d  o r  t o  extended f o r e i g n  
du ty  ( c o n f t  T - 

~ l ~ e ~ l - - ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - - . . . - - - L - - - " L . L . - "  

DECLASSIFIED 
( a )  The p r e s e n t  s y l l a b u s  of o f f e n s i v e  and defens ive  t a c t i c s  

should  not  be changed* The p r e s e n t  s y l l a b u s  f o r  rocke t  and 
,'abornbing t r a i n i n g  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  Iiowever, l e s s  emphasis should 
be placed on t h e  l+O degree g l i d e  and more on h i t t i n g  from non- 
s t anda rd  t y p e  runs ,  i , e ,  s t a r t i n g  t h e  Euns va ry ing  speed,  a l t i t u d e  
of  pushover,  ang le  o f  g l i d e  o r  d i v e ,  a l t i t u d e  of r e l e a s e  and p u l l -  
o u t ,  and d i r e c t i o n  of recovery.  Bombing and r a c k e t  f z i c l l i t i e s  
should b~  improved ho i n c l u d e  a n  i n p a c t  a r e a  and ground obse rve r s  
( s p o t t e r s ) .  There should  b~  more p r a c t i c e  wi th  f u l l  l o a d s  u s i n g  
500 l b  G.P. o r  w a t e r - f i l l s ,  and an i n c r e a s e  i n  a l lowance of 5" 
HVBR. It i s  recor.:riended t h a t  \a minimum of 20% of  a l l  bombing and 
r o c k e t  t r a i n i n g  should  be made wi th  500 l b s ,  C,P, o r  w a t e r f ~ l l  and 
5'' HVnR, Each p i l o t  should ,  p r i o r  t o  a c r c i s e  f l y  a t  l e a s t  1 0  
hours  wi th  a  maximum l o a d  i , z .  f u l l  r o c k e t s ,  5CO7t bomb, f u l l  b e l l y  
t a n k  t o  f a r a i l a r i ze  h imse l f  wi th  t h e  f l i g h t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  
p lane ,  t a k e  o f f ,  a c c e l e r a t i o n ,  d e c e l e r a t i o n ,  t u r n i n g  r a d i u s  e t c .  

( b )  Because o f  t h e  r a p i d l y  changing s i t u a t i o n  i n  Korea, t h i s  
squadron was deployed be fo re  it could  g a r t i c i p a t c  i n  scheduled 
c l o s e  suppor t  t r z i n i n g  w i th  th.3 Second 13i~rinc C j v i s i o n  a t  Camp 
LeJune i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o? Augusta I n  t h e  f ~ t u r e ,  c l o s e  suppor t  
t r ~ i n i n g  ovzr  n : ~ t - ~ r z j  t e r r a i n  i n  suppor t  o f  ground t r o o p s  d i s -  
p l ay ing  2ancJ-s :?:-id ~ l - ~ ~ e r  f r o n t  l i n e  n a r k e r s  shculd  be d e f i n i t e l y  
a,lphclsized I n  tA?-; t r  &inir id s y l l a b u s  of  a i l  squ tdrons, Th i s  t r a i n i n ,  
should  i nc lude  i1Qp T ~ a d i n i i ; j  adr izl  photobraph r e a d i n g  3nd t a r g e t  
eva lua t ion .  They sl,ould Gt. t r a i n e d  t o  distinguish primitive roads  
fror.1 t r a c k s ,  bomb c r a t ~ r s  f ror .~  a r t i l l e r y  cmplacemzlits and AA 
p o s i t i o n s ,  and how t o  p i c k  o u t  t r o o p  movements and camouflaged 
i n s t z l l a t i o n s ,  T h i s  t r + ~ i n i n g  should  i nc lude  l i v e  r u n s  on an i m -  
pac t  a r e a  (1-.,entioned above) wi th  a g r ~ u n d  controller t h u s  simu- 
l a t i n g  c l o s e  suppor t  on f i r i n g  runs ,  

( c )  ri 'hile basad aboard t h e  USS BOXER, t h e  a i r  group,  composed 
of f i v e  squ ,~d rons  p l u s  VE dc t achnen t s  (VPN, VAIG, VFP, d t c ) ,  
0 ~ 3 r z i t e d  from t h r ~ e  ready  rooms, On2 ready  roan  wi th  twc s q u ~ d r o n s  
i s  t o o  crowded, The snr:? number o f  p i l o t s  could  be hzndled more 
e f f i c i e n t l y  ss one squzdron, 

* 
( d )  C o m u n i c ~ t i o n s  on over loaded c h a n n d s  were ve ry  poor be- 

tween s t r i k e  groups,  T A D ,  and TAC. Valuable t i n e  was l o s t  by 
s t r i k e  groups awa i t i ng  t a r $ &  assignment. On severa l  ~ ~ i s s i o n s  t h e  
s t r ' i k e  group d i d  n o t  r e c c i v e  a t a r g e t  ass ignndnt  i n  time t o  make 
a s t r i k e  and r z t u r n  t d  t h d  s h i p  f o r  t h e  scheduled l and ing ,  
Armament l o a d s  were consequent ly  dropped i n t o  t h e  sea, The 
s i t u a t i o n  could  a t  l e ~ s t  bd p , l r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t e d  by i n s t a l l i n g  
r a d i o s  wi th  more c h s n n e l s , h o w ~ v c r  t h e  t r u e  s o l u t i o n  i s  b e t t e r  
vo i ce  r . id io  d i s c i p l i n e ,  

( e )  Deep suppor t  hops should  be p reb r i e f ed .  Iiaps and ~ e r i a l  
photographs shou l  be used c x t c n s i v ~ l y  f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  



Sub j : Comments and r eco rnenda t ions  f o r  VF S$dadrons p repar ing  
t o  be deplo  ed t o  forward a r e a s  o r  t o  extended f o r e i g n  
du ty  ( c o n l t  3 

- - - . - - . - L . c - - - -  - - - * - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - -  

The a e r i a l  photographs wcre n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  squadron u n t i l  
a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e s  i n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  frore photo p i l o t s  2nd p l anes  
a r e  needed t o  g2 t  a covdrage of  a n t i c i ~ g a t o d  t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e  
fo l l owing  day* 

( f )  Each squadron should  have two llphoto packagesv a s s igned  
which could  be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  bomb r a c k  o f  any a i r c r a f t ,  The 
plane w i th  t h e  canerz  would t h e n  f l y  wi th  t h e  s t r i k e  group on 
each hop 2nd fo l low it over  t h c  t a r d e t  t o  g e t  i n f o r ~ ~ a t i o n  on 
s t r i k e  darmge.(such k)hotographs wduld a l s o  be extremely u s e f u l  
i n  pub l i c  i n f o r t l a t i o n  work). Squadruns should  have a ~iinirnum o f  
f o u r  p i l o t s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h a  a r t  o f  t a k i n g  a e r i a l  photogr:iphs, These 
llphc~to packagesv woyld be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  ass igned  
photo p l anes  aboard ( i n  t h e  VD dztachment)  whf-rh are noriaal ly used 
by t h e  Task Group Cornr,iandor, and would a l l o w  -L!-lese ragu1.w photo 
p l , ~ n e s  t o  g c t  p i c t u r e s  of z n t i c i p a t z d  f u t ~ r e  t a r b z t s  when no t  ksed 
by hima 

( b )  Rdckct f i r i n g  and s t r z f i n g  ware i n  g e n e r a l  a c c u r a t e  and 
c f f c c t i v e ,  The s t anda rd  b o r e s i g h t i n g  range of 900' was found t o  
b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  s t r a f i n g ,  

( h )  Con t ro l l ed  intercepts wcre ~ a ~ i s f z c t o r y  f o r  bo th  CAP and  
TARCAP. However sorn? o f  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r s  ciid not, hnye t h e  nec- 
e s s a r y  equip~idnc t o  t - k t a i n  t h e  a l t i t u d e  of  t h e  bogsy, 

DECLASSIFIED 



Subj :  Comments and r e c o m e n d ~ t i o n s  f o r  VF Squadrons p repa r ing  
t o  be deployed t o  forward a r e a s  o r  t o  ~ 2 ~ t e n d e d  dore ign  
du ty ,  (convt  ) 

- - - i - - - - - , , , , , , , , , - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

DECLASSIFIED 
( a )  Personne l  s h o r t a g e  was one of  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  problems. 

? h i s  squadron h a s  an al lowance o f  7 ordnancenan, The a c t u a l  
compliment of  o r d n a n c ~ n a n  w:~s  11, On numerous occas i ans  t h e s e  
men were r e q u i r e d  t o  work a11 n i g h t . i n  a r d c r  t o  p r o p e r l y  l o a d  t h e  
p l a n e s  for e w l y  1,lurning s t r i k e s ,  On numer~)us occas ions  pe,rsdnnel 
from o t h e r  squadrons were r e q u i r ~ d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  l u a d i n g  of a i r c r a f t ,  
Th i s  a s s i s t a n c e  was p o s s i b l e  o n l y  because u f  s t ag , e r ed  hops between 
squadrons o the rwi se  it wduld have been imposs ib le  t o  have loaded  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t i n e  t o  meet t h e  schedule.  It i s  t h ~ e f o r e  re' 
corxnended t h z t  i n  adcii t idn t d  t h c  p re sen t  a l l o w m c e ,  en9ui;h men, 
w i th  o r  wi thdut  ordnance 2xp t r i ence  be n s s i ~ n e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  com- 
pl iment  up t d  ane  ordnmc3nan p e r  p l ane  ~ s s i - , r - ~ ~ d  t d  squ?drons 
g o i n t  i n t o  a c t i d n ,  

( b )  Rockets ,  5'' HV-+K, were c o n s i s t e n t l y  brou,ht up t o  be 
loader1 on ly  ti, f i n u  th:t t h e  l u g  b:nds wore S.~.;properly a l i gned  o r  
spaced. Th i s  be ing  t h e  c a s e  it i s  inposs jb ; c  t s  l o a d  i h e s e  r o c k e t s  
dn t h e  lIk5 Mod 4 1:lunchers. It i s  therefore sl~.gzested t h : i t  a 
gauge, s i m i l a r  t o  an i ; rdin_?ry s q u l r e ,  b e  rp,ade f o r  checking ? roper  
al ignment and a spac ing  of  3 5 i  i nches  oil cnese lu, bands. 

( c  ) It was fdund Y l r ~ t  n m e r o a s  3i ;t,-.,ils f o r  t h e  5" HVdR,  having 
been snlicer! i n  i: c c n l n n c e  w i t h  O r +  AR 2904, wzre d i f f i c u l t  t o  - 
adapt  f o r  u se  3 7 '  i h e  Ilk5 T 7  I-oil 4 launch,rs  due t o  v a r i e d  p o s i t i o n s  
o f  t h e  s p l i c e ,  1~ i c  su,gested th; t  211 s p l i c e s  be na?e a t  cne 
d e f i n i t 6  sp'icing 01" t h : ~  c.Lz~ips b~ pinaviCed t\;i m ~ k e  t h e s e  u i z t 3 i l s  
t ~ u t  whcn lor;c?c.'; on t h e  X k f  1:otl 4 13unchars. It i s  be l i eved  thn* 
by doin2 t h i s ,  t h 2  c i i f f i c : l l t i e s  t o  be n e n t i o n ~ d  i n  i t cms  ( d )  and 
( e )  of  t h i s  s z c t i a n  w l l l  bc r e t u c e d  ~~~~~~~~~ably. 

( d )  The l a t c h  br2.1kag2 wzts  v a ry  h igh  dn t h e  ilk5 I'Qad 4 l aunche r ,  
L,-itch :ssfy  N o  P / N - R ~ ~ - L ? E L  Ii 7220.  It i s  r2c~nuncnc:etl th::t t h e  
f a c e  o f  th:: hook bd<irin, a ,ainst  t h e  a l t e r  suspens ion  band of  
t h e  r d c k e t s ,  be r.ixdc s t r c l i ~ h t  t h u s  d i r , l i n a t i r l j  t h e  nc,tch i n  t h e  
b g t t o ; ~  of  t h e  h , ~ o k .  It i s  bcliovec! t h ~ t  whcn f i r i n ; ;  r o c k 2 t s  i n  
vclrious . t t i t u d e s  o r  w i t h  G ' s  on t h ~  : , i rcr: lf t ,  t h a t  t h e  r o c k e t  l u g  
c  i t c h e s  Jn  tlie & ~ t c h  the reby  snapping it. I n  sone i n s t a n c e s  b rz  ik- 
a,c was is  hiyh .-1s 10@/;. Liiiitet? ~ b s ~ ~ r v a t i o n s  w-re na(le i n  t h i s  
s q u ~ t l r ~ n  2nd I n  ,111 c a s e s ,  bre-lkL~"r: w:s ve ry  h i j h  when roc l te t s  
were f i r e d  w i th  A ~ o s i t i v e  G ' s  .,n t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I 

( e )  It i s  rc3c~r~uiendec.i tl?c.t t h c  s c c u r i n j  nuts '  f o r  t h e  r a a r  
ruckc3t l auncbc r s ,  1:k5 I4od4, be reini 'orccd on t h e  F4U-4. ReP.3r t o  
VF-63 HUDI"1 9-50 L,teci  19 October 1950, 



x~i DECLASSIFIED 
Sub j : Corm.ients and recomrlendations f o r  VF Squadrons preparing 

t o  be deployed t o  forward a r e a s  o r  t o  extended fore ign  
duty (cong t )  

- - * - - C - - - - - - - d - L I I - - - - - L - - - - - - - -  

(f) Nuierous instancee l a t c h e s  re1 eas ing  on t h e  IIk5 iIoc! 4 
launchers  were noted, On alrnost every cccasion t h e  %wo i n b ~ a r d  
rockets  were jn t h e  ones re leased .  It is  bolieved t h a t  t h i s  r e -  
l e a s e  was c a u ~ 5 d  by f i r i n g  t h e  machine gens before f i r i n g  t h e  
rocke i ;~ ,  i n  vhich case  empty c a r t r i d g e  r-?;es and l i n l r s  were thrown 
aga ins t  t h e  rcerc2t p i ~ t a i l s  callsing t h e  I,?;ches t o  be trS.nu?d, 
Scar rsd  p laces  wzre noted on the  p i g t a i l s  i)n each oczaslon, It i s  
s t r o n g l y  recom:ended t h a t  a method o f  111ariual. j e t t i s o n  of hung 
rocke t s  be devised. Experience has shown t h a t  ayprs~ximatel-y 90% 
of hung rockets  w i l l  be detached from t h e  launcher upon an 
a r r e s t e d  landing,  This  c r e a t e s  a se r ious  hazard t o  f l i g h t  deck 
personriel. 

( g )  It i s  recomlen6ed t h a t  a rocket  l o x l i n g  s tand,  c o l l a p s i b l e ,  
siriilar t o  engine r e p a i r  s tands  o r  a ladde?,  be made f o r  load in  
rocke t s  on fo lded  wings when aboard c a r r i a r s ,  The ladder  shoul 
be b u i l t  t o  be sup:jorted by t h e  two lower rocket  launchers  or 

t 
modified t o  s u i t  t h e  type  plane amd,extended t o  t h e  deck, The 
t o p  of t h e  l adder  should be a9pr:Jx 34lv wid? with hooks extending 
3'' on e i t h e r  s i d e  t o  h ok aver  t h e  roeket  launchers,  The lower' P s e c t i o n  t o  be spread 4 E  f e e t ,  with four  rungs,. Each F4U-4 squadron 
should have two. 

( h )  On each occasion t h a t  t h i s  squadron received replacement 
a i r c r a f t  o r  replaced a da ,aged wing, t h e  planes requi red  a  bore- 
s i g h t .  It was necessary f o r  the squadron ordnancer-an t o  rig t h e i r  
own bores ight ing  t a r g e t ,  It i s  re~ont~iended t h a t  a s u i t a b l e  space 
b e  s e l e c t e d  on t h e  hangar deck of aarr ier ; ;  and a t  each plaze,  bore- 
s ig . ; t ing  s_nots be paiilted on t h e  bulkheacis, with jacks ava i l ab le .  
lluch valuable t ime would be saved as a  r e s u l t s .  

( i )  Using t h e  bamb h o i s t s  a v a i l a b l e  it was found t h a t  excess 
t i r ~ e  was consuncd i n  loading  boclbs weighing 350 l b s .  o r  l e s s ,  It 
i s  t h e r e f o r e  recomiended t h a t  a bomb rack, made on t h e  order  of 
an ord inary  s t r e t c h e r  be constructed f o r  t h ~ s  work. One rack of 
t h i s  desi,n wzs constructed by VF-23 and t h e  f i v e  .-en requi red  t o  
use  this rack  could load %hrwr  2*,?-1%jq5 j:, ..,::? "simca requi red  f o r  t h e  
same number of men to laad one bomb by o t h e r  neana. 

( j )  It is  recolm~?ndo that a ;hinge be incorporated i n  t h e  in-  
s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  gun camera i n  the F4U-type a i r c r a f t ,  This change 
should be such a s  t a  enable  t h e  camera t o  t ake  2 i c t u r e s  with t h e  
wide dirnension hor izonta l ,  



Sub j : Comr.l?rit s 211d recor.x,~endtit i o n  f a r  VF Sq, ,Irons p repar ing  
t o  be dcp1,~ycd t o  f-lrwzrd a r c z s  ,)r t~ ~ x t e n d e d  fL ) r e ign  
du ty  ( c ~ n ' t )  

6. A I R  COL:IBIIT INTEiLIGkhJCE DECLASSIFIED 
( a )  An im;~ense  inpri,vcment cau ld  be made i n  t h e  p o s t - f l i ~ h t  

d e b r i e f h g  f x c i l i t i z s ,  A s e p a r a t e  r ~ ~ o n  f\>r t h i s  purpose t o  which 
a11  p i l o t s  w:,uld be r e q u i r e d  t d  r e p d r t  i m ~ e d i a t c l y  upon l ~ n c ' i n g  
i s  a must. The squa~:ran ,\I o f f i c e r s  cduld  e s t a b l i s h  a te2m w.jrk 
system ~f i n t e r r ~ g a t i a n ,  which would praduce s ?ead i e r ,  more 
a c c u r a t e  ;:nd no re  r h t a i l c d  informat ion,  

, 
( b )  It i s  f u r t h e r  recumrencled. t h a t  s t anda rd  e sca  e  - evas ion  

p2ckets  be clcsitnet! by O I J I  and s t  ~ c k c d  a t  p o i n t s  o f  3 ~ n b a r k a t i c n  
a s  w e l l  3s i n  fL]rward are.2s fijr i s s u e  t o  i n r ? iv i ?ua l  p i l ~ t s ,  These 
pzckc t s  s h ~ u l , :  be o f  e i t h e r  a ves t - type  ,,r a pr?uch t u  be c a r r i e 6  
:)n a b e l t .  Experience shows t h a t  n p i l \ t  cc;n n,:-L c'.ewznd on 
s u f f i c i e n t  t i n e  i n  case  of a f ~ r c a d  lancIii-i(-: ( l i t c h i n e ,  d r  b a i l -  
o u t  ti, c o l l e c t  g e a r  f rm t h e  c l ) c k p i t ,  t h e r e f  1 r 2 ,  t h e  p x k e t  
shoul?. be un h i s  persun,  It i s  suc;esterl tl13-1; t h e  packe ts  be r?,a(-Ie 
i n  two- w 2 t  e r - - p r o ~ f  s e c t  i : ~ n s  : One scc t i~ , : -  -';o - ~ > n t a l n  stanclsrd 
equipment, i n c l ~ d i n g  such i t t . 1 1 1 ~  a s  a  f F r s t  aicl k i t ,  pocket  jltck 
k n i f e ,  magnifying g l a s s ,  r.iatches, c ~ n c c n t x ~  czi: f o > ~ d  t a b l e t s ,  
ha l i zone  t 3 b l e t s ,  a t a b r i n e  t ~ b l c t s ,  benzt?cL3ine tablets , a s u r v i v a l  
b I ~ k l e t ,  2nd a iriedical f irst a i t i  ~srnpl~. l . , , .~  . t h e  necmd  s e c t i o n  
s h  juld be renr i i ly  remov ~ ~ l e  :us' stanpt-  ! id j.ri.25-ate t h e  a r e a  f o r  
which it wns ~las-i~nsr-:  Th is  secon?: s z c t j  <,n sh~;;ld cc /n ta in  i t ems  
sucii as  z wat,~:r~-y. , f f   ilk msp df t h e  a r e a ,  a blood c h i t ,  a s h ~ r t  
pL1n2k? s t  c ~ l n c  *,?.d x e a ,  a pai-nt ~ e - - t z l k e e ,  l o c z l  cur rency ,  
and a r t i c l e s  jf' h..yzic .: va lue ,  It is. f d l t  t h a t  a v e s t  t ype  des ign ,  
w i t h  extrr: poclicts f,r t h t  incorpdr? . t i ,~n  of  n d d i t i c n a l  a r t i c l e s  
which f u t u r e  ~3xp~r i enc t3  lazy 2 r ~ v e  neces sa ry ,  wbulcl be b e s t o  

( c )  It i s  f d l t  th:t t h e  prcs t -nt  r z p o r t i n d  forms ( ~ i r  . i t t a c k  
Re , ) a r t ,  ,iir Camb lt R ~ p d r t ,  n i r c r l f  t Vulner l b i l i t y  Rcpurt ) do n a t  
l)rovicle :3ccur~t ,e  s t a t i s t i c s  o r  c i2 ta i lcd  inform , t i a n ,  The f i ~ u r e s  
c . ,n tz ined i n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  ( such  as a i r  sp sed ,  anole  3f d ive ,  
s l a n t   ran,^, e t c )  a r e  selLr.1 mcre t han  pure guesses ,  The p i l o t  
can no t  be expect!?:; t u  reri.emb2r t h ~ s e  f i b u r 2 s  and i s  tc,d busy 
clurin" an ~ c t i o n  t d  w r i t 2  them dr,wn on :I knee pad. The f u r c s  
themselvds  ;re u s e l z s s  ~t t h e  squs . ' r , ,n  lc$vcl ,  and t h e i r  va lue  t o  
h i , h ~ r  e c h e l ~ n s  is  ~ L > u S t f u l  s i n c e  t h e  s t ~ t i s t i c s  nay e l s i l y  p r e sen t  

err.;neaus ir-1lprcssi-m and 1 ~ 2 d  t 3 f a u l t y  c ~ ~ n c l u s i o n s ,  



DECLASSIFIED 
( n )  1nforn : i t i  in Qn watvr  i n j z c t i o n  ( o r  m y  \Jar Enicr,cncy 

P ~ w a r  c ( ) n i i t i c n s ,  j o t  .r c,)nvunt i ~ n n l )  sh.  ruld be disser i inotod 
t a  a l l  c t > n c ~ r n ~ d  t h ~  e a r l i d s t  p r a c t i c a b l c  time. This  
in fdr rn l t ivn  s!l~.~ultl c8  n t a i n  t h e  n,ucinum power s ~ t t  in,s, a6 justrnents 
t h  lt czn b~3 13-:(12 t a  l t ~ r s  w L t z r  PUIIPS (and  cqrrc?spmr:in, 
equlpndnt i n  j e t  t ype  d i r c r o i ' t )  e t c .  Fur therr iore ,  n planned 
scheZule of  d e p r e s z r v ~ t i o n ,  t e s t  [ u p e r z t i ~ ~ n a l  2 t  nzximwn p a v e r ) ,  
;ind re-%reszrv; l t i ,n  3 f  a i l  c l i rcr  :ft I,%;' s y s t m s  sh,uld b? put  i n t , ~  
effect 2nd l e 1 t  i n  e f f z c t  d a r i n g  pcnce d r  war ( such  3s i s  d ~ n e  
i n  fiir ?3c,  air?.:^ TI, - 26 u f  1 5  i l .1~  1 9 5 0 ) ,  Th i s  wdulil i n s u r e  , 
t h  lt t h ~  equipr.~dnt w :s L~;~er.i+;in, p r c p c r l y ,  t h a t  p i l o t s  kn,w h ~ ~ w ,  
t;, uper  l t c :  i t ,  t h  it thd  n t c h ~ n i c s  know hdw t ~ 2  s e r v i c e  and r z p a i r  
i t ,  31-16 th . i t  thl;rc. w .~u ld  be an ample f l d w  of !.,ZP rcplacsment  p ~ r t s  
f l ~ w i n ,  throu,h t h c  sup 3ly system. 

( b )  The RB 19 R - 2  spcirkplug was used whi le  i n  t h e  f~rw::rd a r e 2  
Jn rGc.x.;r.lm L . ~ t i o n  ,,f V? squ irirdns i n  CVG--5,  ,:if, i c u l t i c s  w ,rs 
exper ienczd  wi th  t h i s  plu,, P r i u r  t o  t h ? t  t i - i , ?  t h i s  squa(:r~n h . ~ d  
us?,: t h e  KC 34s plu, an6 had exper ienced  n ,  t r d u b l e ,  It i s  
r~cdr~mcn, ioc~ t h  :.t re,ar : l e s s  L)f t h e  t y p c  uf p!-u,;s t h e  p r l ~ v i s i b n s  
of TO 57-4.5 ( w i t h  re-3r.l  t d  s t o w i ~ d  ( ~ f  s p a r k ~ i i l j s ,  p x - t i c u l x ; y  
t h e  use d f  n lrh3t buxtt) bt2 c ~r.ipliel; w i th ,  

( c )  The probleri a f  s p c r e   arts i s  nlifi<?vs 2 p r e s s i n &  .)nc. It 
i s  t h e r e f , ~ r e  rec.)i~.~~rir_'(,c; t l z r i t  when -,n 2i:- ,rov.p i s  r , ~ v z d  from i n e  
c ~ n s t  t .1  t h e  u t h e r ,  p r ~ ~ v i s l f ) n s  br: nC:c'-. fur t h o  squ2ir r?ns  t o  c a r r y  
sljne high us  1,;s ' tw:-, , , ther  t h ~ n  ~ ~ i s k u t s ,  s e y l s ,  e t c . ,  o r  t h l t  - .  
:i sLi.rvzy be r L 1 l ( ~ ,  I.n -3rance td ?,ztz~r-:~ne i f  t h e  supply  system can 
c i r r y  ';he 2cI:'ir: 3 i.oad, Th i s  wdulcl be necess:.ry m i y  i n  c s s e s  
l i k e  t h e  lsist, 2 ,  ~ c :  o!.' t h i ~  c~~rnanc! 3c r ) ) s s  t h e  c ~ n t i n e n t ,  where 
t h e  1 ~ n r :  (:n s u p p l y  f,ir "1r-1). ,.)nt3 type  ; i r c r z f t  i s  311:~c)st doublecl, 
w i t h  ~ r a c t i c ~ l l y  n o  narn lng ,  I n  s p i t e  i ~ f  t h e  kndwn d i f f i c u l i t i 2 s ,  
t h e  su7ply  jf spd re  mrts i n  t h e  Kare7n wzs ~ u t s t ~ n d i n ~ .  I 

( 2 )  The p ~ s t  a p ~ r a t i , ; n  w . 1 ~  c ~ n t ~ u c t e ( !  w i th  16 a i r c r a f t  p t r  
squadran,  I n  t h e  cven t  t k ~ ~ t  i n  f u t u r z  t ~ ; ) t r 2 t i c ~ n s  thd squadruns  
c f ) n t i n u c  t o  ma in t a in  t h z i r  dwn ~ i r c r a f t ,  enu t h ~ r e  a r e  18 a i r -  
c r a f t  assi,ncd, it is  recr~mmended t h i t  two m r e  r- i tcd mechanics 
(AD) "ne na rd  r a t e d  s t r u c t u r . i l  mechanic (,d4)*, and t h r e 2  rric2re 
n Jn  r ' l ted cien be assi,n\?d t h i s  s q u a d r ~ n .  

( e )  It i s  i n t x e s t i n ,  t~ n o t e  thclt&urinL; peridrls ;f u p e r s t i ~ n s  
usage WCIS nuch h ighe r  t h a n  ,,n ehe bz-,ch, and t h a t  .)ur i v e r a l l  
a v a i l i b i l i t y  was a l s d  hi,har. Ovdra l l  a i rcr :zf t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  .,n 
t h e  beach w a s  77%; ~n t h l s  c r u i s ~  88%. 



Subj :  C~mments an(! r e c ~ ~ x n e n t l a t i ~ n s  f o r  VP Squadron p r e p a r i n g  ' 
t,, be tiepldyed t ,  f<>rwarti a reas  3t  t ' 3  extended. f j r e i g n  
du ty  ( c o n l t )  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - & - - - -  

8 . i :ATERIAL 

( a )  Squadruns ;.)ing (>verseas  shuuld  i f  p o s s i b l e  con tac t  t h e  - 
Avia t ion  Supply O f f i c z r  ' f ' A O )  uf t h z  s h i p  and t i i scuss  a n t i c i p a t e d  
needs, Th is  was d ~ n e  by a l l  squadrans  ~n c)ur c r u i s e  and wi th  
much success ,  

( b )  S q u a d r ~ n  m a t e r i a l  d f f i c c r  s l l ou l~ i  c; .ntact  t h e  ASO anc! 
a r r ange  f(,r t h e  n i ~ h t - c h e c k  crew to be a b l e  t , draw n a t z r i a l  from 
19ready i s s u e w  ariytlme a t  n i g h t  o r  whcnsvzr t h e  I l a t ~ r i n l  O f f i c e r  
i s  n,t a v a i l a b l e  t,j s i 6 n  c h i t s *  'uJe arrsn,ed t h i s  by having ~ u r  
clen s i g n  t crnporciry c h i t s  and t h e  f 011,.)winl; m ) r n i n ~  tl12  gater rial 
O f f i c e r  w,)uld exchange t n e  t s x i - ~ ~ r a r y  c h i t s  fYJr a u t h l ~ r i z c d  re- 
q u i s t i ~ n  s t u b s ,  Th is  savoc! r.l?.ny :.lan h...urs t r y i n g  t a  "hunt up* 
sor,le.jnS auhh ) r i z ? 6  tL: s i g n  s t u b s .  

( c )  The auth: ) r ize2 p2rs t )nncl  +'or t h e  n n t i ? r i a l  depar tment .  i s  
ci;nsi:!eretl aclequzte, 

(6) Due t c ,  d t ix i ted  s t ~ r a g e  sp2ce,  ti12 r r , ? t n l  c d l a p s e a b l e  
c r u i s e  b ~ ~ x  should be u t i l i z c d  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  



DECLASSIFIED 
Subj :  Cl~mients and r e ~ o m ~ i e n d a t i ~ n  flsr VF Squacirons prepciring 

t be :ie?l.;ycd t o  f ~ r w a r ?  ~ c a s  or ta extended f , ) r e i & n  
tluty ( c a n f  t ) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

(a) Copies ~f t h e  ilavy Cg~nbat R e 2 ~ r t i n g  Manual s h ~ u l d  be 
issudc! t d  each s q u a d r ~ n  a t  t n z  e a r l i e s t  p r2c t ic ; ib le  t i n e  s o  t h a t  
t i le  s q u a a r ~ ~ n  persunlie1 w i l l  kn8.j~ what infa-1  lat w i l l  be r e -  
q u i r e d  jn each f l i , , h t  ( i n  a d d i t i , n  ti, t h e  AC7: r e p o r t s ) .  

( b )  I n  an a r e s  3f rapiF' ly cxpendint U.S. f u r c e s ,  new c,,m.,anc's 
are f r e q u e n t l y  c s t ab l i shc r l  wl th  ,u t  W J ~ C ~  , ~ f  them reach ing  t h e  l*,wer 
echel2ns ,  as wns t h e  ca se  w i th  t h i s  c~nxland when.,CornFairJap wzs 
f~rmed. It i s  t h e r e f  r e  recctml~cn~ed t h a t  s h i p s  i s s u e  promptly 
and ccintin jusly up t ) ? a t e  r?cmc.'s c . n t a i n i , ~ g  t h e  1-18cst system 
.,f cc: , ,nunicat i -~ns  an.? i n t e r e s t e d  cc>mnnn~s, This was c!\ lne by t h e  
USS BdILR, 2nd t h e r e  was n )  f u r t h e r  c  ~ n f u s i  2 r l  n - ~ r  omission o f  
i n t e r e s t e d  address<:s, 

T, J. BALL 


