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From: Commanding Orn2icer, Figlit+ Squadron SM';PY THREE (VE-63). 
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Subject: Quarterly Historical Report. 
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Enclosure : (A)  Chronology ar_d ?amat ive ,  

1. In accorc?:nce ~ 5 t h  r9ferences (a), (51, and (c), enclosure 
( A )  is f ormrdei! herenith. 

W. H* rnLA1D 
Cy direct ion 
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DECL~~SSIRED 

1, Corn-iissioned - 27 J ~ d y  1943, :T,-,vcl Air Stat ion,  Yorf oB, i J k ; : i n h ,  

2. Con~zn6.ilig E T i c e r  - LCD?. T'L..lcolx C. CAGIX, US?!, of ICno:~illc, Tenn. 

3 ,  Eyoved t o  !?2&S, Oceana, V i , l . ~ i n i a  on 20 Januzry 1949. Eocrde? USS 
FF-tLELIE D. "OXXJE (CJT-42) on 21 February 1949 f o r  four (I!) 
neeks At lan t ic  F l ee t  Co:nr?xind Exercises i n  Caribbean and at  Vieques 
Island.  Eeturned t o  ILUS Oceem, 'Jirginia on 20 I k c h  17Lk,9, 

4 Assigned F S - 2  a i r c r a f t .  

1 Jznwry  1949, fo~mc: Pigiltin;: S- m&on SIXY TF232 n i t k  its 
a i r c r a f t  groun6ed pendin; the  d e t e y - z h t i o n  of tile cause of the su6den 
and c o q l e t e  poser f a i l w e s  -L;x~"ctbs zn2 o-tiler c o r ~ ~ c n 2 s  : i d  c:;~crienced 
dui-Lnf: t he  past  f en  moiit!~s. i;̂ "c.jr chec>:ing ?o?pet valves, &el. 3 e d  
vaf.ves, r o t a ry  ~ d l c  v ~ l v c s ,  ad. ,"t:cL ,~z~;>s, W-63 cot  i n  ti12 h i r  again 
the  middle of the  nonth in tLi10 -:to nove s;ith baggzge t o  XkiiS Ocenna, 
V i r g i n h  on 20 J a n ~ u r y  I$/;?. O n  14 FeSruary 1949 t h e  scAucC7,ron began 
c a r r i e r  qualif ications on tbc  USS Xliil;!LI1? D, ?LOOSZTZLZ (C'JE-I$), and 
on 2 1  February stood out of iIar~pton Zoads zbmrd the  nTDRu f o r  four  
ir:oeks i n  ",he Caribbean 2nd z t  Vice-ues--the Atlant ic  F lee t  Cornand 
Lxercises. Lherythini;. T:.zs rcnniil;; sxoothly (reference i s  pr imrr i ly  t o  
the  ~ 3 3 ' - 2 )  u n t i l  1 fhrcll ~shen, 15 minutes c f t e r  r. p r e d a ~ n  Lunch, 
3ns. Tkrvin E . ~I,UYSL?LL, US::,, eqe r i cnced  a sudden znd complete porrer 
f a i l u r e .  This T;j2.s the second r ~ c h  I"ciluro Tor t h i s  p l l ~ t  i n  f i ve  
nonths, and f o r  t he  secon?. t t t . : ~  i n  r i v e  xonths, Ens. ?USSELL :lent f o r  

-* 
-1.11 involllntnry s~~iirn, LLC 1rc.s +' -,i - c?:cd t~.> by t h e  n;'D;llsf' hel icopter ~ n d  
,--- ,,,., c( t O C C ~ :  aLoard the  car;-2cr 25 ninutes af'ter t he  f b s t  :.>;~cicy c a l l .  
IT-63 h2Ci t ~ : o  sect ion IL?~crt;l iii TriiiL6.ad f ron  7 t o  II_ Ikrch, end 
spent 15  and 16 ?larch i n  G.Ll~ntammo Cay, Cuba. During t h e  en t i r e  
cruise ,  W-63 f lew CAP (both over the target  and over the  fonwt ion)  
coordinated a t tacks ,  stril;cs, c lose  a& support, arid A S  hops, On 
20 Ihrch 1949, VF-63, To: -L:io bench and two hours and 
f i f t e e n  c inu tes  l a t e r  L~ilclad et !TAM Ocea~za, Virginia.  Vith t h e  
squadron Caker allotment cut ,  2nd t h e  high cost  of oparatlons t h e  
previous four weeks, W-63 fj-;,~its outfJ t he  renainder of t h e  quarter 
i n  a grounded s ta tus ,  

I S  (a) 
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DECLASSIFIEE 
1 July 1949 

From: Commanding Officer, Fighting Squadron SIXTY T m  (w-63). 
To: Chief of Naval Operations. ( ~ t t n :  Aviation Iiistory Unit 

01)-519~). 

Subject: Quarterly Histor ical  Report. 

References: (a)  ACL 22-46. 
(b) ACL 71-46. 
(c ) lulanud for II is tor ical  Officers ( ~ a v ~ e r  00-25~026) . 

~ n c l o s u r e  : (A) Chronology and ilarrative . 
1. I n  accordance with relerences (a), (b),  and (c), enclosure 

( A )  i s  forwarded herewith. 

Copy to: 
CVG-6 
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1, Commissioned - 27 July 1948, Yavd A i r  Stat ion,  Norfolk, Vkginiz .  
2. Cormanding Officer - Lieutenant Comnder  fxlalcolm 8, CAGIE, USIJ., 

from Knoxville, Tenn, 
3 .  Boarded USS ILIIlirIAY (GVB-41) f o r  f ou r  (4) day SecKav cruise  from 

6-9 Apr i l  1949. 27 April ,  a s ingle  day's operation with t he  
USS J;!IDiiAY (CVB-a) --denonstration fo r  h d  Forces Staff  College. 
1-4 Fay on board the  U S  EWIKLD? 9, ROOSXmT (CUB-42)--denonstration 
for Armed Forces S ta f f  Coilegc . 7 Itlay, a s ingle  day's  operation on 
board the USS i;abJKEI1J D. XOOSEVEU (CVB-42) --demonstration f a r  Plrmed 
Forces Food In s t i t u t e .  24 Hay, single day's operation aboard the  
USS f"R813KLIN D . ROOSIIWLT (W5-42) --demonstrat ion  f o r  Armed Farces 
Indus t r i a l  College. 6 June, par t ic ipated i n  coordinated a t t a ck  on 
TG-61. 20 June, s ingle  day's  operation on board USS E'IUNKLIIJ D. 
R00Sm131 (CVB-Q) --demonstration f o r  SecNav guests  on Civ i l i an  
Orientation Cruise. 27 Juno, on bcard USS ZiAiXLIPJ D. IKlOmm 
(CVB-42) f o r  two (2) weelrs %serve h i s e  t o  Now York, . 

4 Assigned F8F-2 a i r c r a f t .  

On 6 April,  Fighting Squadron SIXTY TI23333 went aboard t he  USS T Y m A Y  
(CUB-a) ~ fo r  a four  day Seci'Jav cruise, demonstrating the  v e r s a t i l i t y  of a 
sea-going a i r  arm t o  the  guests of t h e  Secretary, The c ru i se  went well, 
and on 9 Apr i l  VF-63 flew 'mck t o  i t s  home f i e l d ,  M A S  Oceana, Virginia ,  
For the  next few days omphasis was l a i d  on a i r - to -a i r  gunnery, roclcels, 
and f u e l  consumption checks, On 27 Apri l  VF-63 joined A i r  Group SIX f o r  
a single days demonstration aboard t h e  LiIDTiAY f o r  t h e  A m d  Forces S ta f f  
College--this demonstration, and the  s ingle  day operations t h a t  f o l l o~ i ed  
were short  c ru i ses  designed t o  give prominent guests  (both c i v i l i a n  and 
%embers of t he  Armd ~ o r c e s )  a f i rs t -hand look a t  c a r r i e r  operations. 
Again on 1 Iky, s ix teen p i l o t s  and planes loaded aboard the  USS FRAfELIN 
D. R30WJI ;T (cVB-42) for a n o t h r  demonstration c ru i se  f o r  the  Armed 
Farces S ta f f  College--mhich l a s t ed  four  days t h i s  time. The squadron 
returned t o  Oceana, on 4 f.Iay, and on 7 kky f lew out t o  the FDR f o r  a 
s ingle  days operation t o  show naval c v b t i o n  t o  the members of t h e  Armed 
Forces Food In s t i t u t e .  Operations on the  beach continued through t h i s  
p e r i d  ~ 5 t h  emphasis on gunnery, bombing, rockets, and t a c t i c s ,  and on 
24 Kiiay, sixteen Baarcats were again flown t o  the FDR fur a single day's 
demonstration for the k rmd Forces Indus t r i a l  College. On Sunday, 
29 ky, four of t h e  squadron F@"s mere flown t o  Goldsboro, N, C ., t o  
par t i c ipa te  i n  'a nfly-overn Ilomorial Day show. On 6 J m  Task Farce 61 
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was jus t  off the  Virginia Capes, and t h i s  squadron joined in a c o o r d h t e d  
a t t a ck  on t he  force--high p r i o r i t y  t a r g e t  was the  "Eliighty IlOn. 9 and 10 
June were "eration ElackjackVays--days i n  which t h e  At lant ic  C a s t  
Radar Net was given an ope ra t i oml  t e s t .  Hav- four  Bearcats airborne 
i n  20 seconds t o  in te rcep t  a high a l t i t u d e  lfEogeyn i s  considered a record. 
During t he  week beginning 13 June, eighteen p i l o t s  began work on night 
f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landing practice. On 20 June t h i s  connand par t ic ipated i n  
t he  coordinated a t t ack  on the  ROOSEVELT--another s ingle  day's demonstration 
cruise--this  time for the  Secretary of t he  Navy C iv i l i an  3 r ien ta t ion  Group, 
Upon the  squadron's re tu rn  t o  Oceana t h a t  same day, it was decided. t h a t  t h e  
maximum number of p i l o t s  who could be night c a r r i e r  qual i f ied  rms only 
eight--so t h e  week of 20-24 June vras spent concentrating on night FCLS f o r  
the  chosen e ight .  On the  27th of June, the  Reserve Cruise began--VF-63 
f lew seven of her  night f l i e r s  out that day, and began day refresher  
landings. The remaining p i l o t s  2nd p l w e s  awaited orders a t  Oceana t o  f l y  
out t o  the  ship  a f t e r  night qua l i f i ca t ions ,  On t he  evening of 30 June, 
TIgS . IJ. E . RUSSELL, USIJR, sent  f i s c d  1949 on i t s  m y  with an a r ray  of 
s p r k s  as  he plovaed through t he  FDR1 s "fencesn during a ni&t qua l i f i ca t ion  
landing. This was the  first time t h i s  c o m n d  has had t he  opportunity t o  
evaluate the  anti-buff e t  he lm t . WS. FIUSSELLt s plane f li?ped over on i t s  
back when it crashed i n t o  the  bnr r ie r s ,  but  be crawled out unscratched-- 
except f o r  a deep dent i n  t h e  back of h i s  helmet. It is f e l t  t h a t  thho 
helmet and, of course, h i s  shoulder s t raps  prevented serious or f a t a l  
in jury.  The helmets suddenly have become more codo r t ab l e ,  and a r e  not 
nearly a s  hot as  they have bren--the p i l o t s  of F k h t i n g  Squadron SIXTY 
THREE a re  very happy t o  have the pleasme of v e a r i ~  them. 
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From: Commanding Officer, Fighting Squadron SIXTY THREE. 
To: Chief of Waval Operations (Aviation History  nit) . 
Subject: Semi-annual Historical Report fo r  period 1 July 1949 - 

31 December 1949. 

Reference : (a) ACL 18-49. 

Em l o  sure : (A) Subject report.  

1. I n  accordance with reference ( a ) ,  enclosure (A) i s  
submitted herewith. 

L. w. S. CULvaNs  
By direction 
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CHRONOLOGP : 

1. Commanding Officer: ZIR. &%alcolm 1. CAGU, US, 27 July 1948 t o  date. 

2. Attached t o  A i r  Group SIX, Air Force, Atlantic Fleet .  

3 .  1 July-8 July temporarily based aboard the  USS F. D. ROOSFlTELT (C9B-4.2) 
f o r  Reserve Cruise t o  New York, N. Y. 8 July - 27 October temporarily 
based a t  U.S. NUS, Oceana, Virginia. 27 October - 22 Nwember, 
temporarily based aboard USS F. D. ROOSEBELT (CVB-42) for three weeks 
Northern Cruise. 22 November - 31 December temporarily based a t  U.S. 
NUS, Oceana, Virginia. 

4. Assigned F8F-2 a i r c ra f t .  

Fighting Sqmdron S m Y  THREE moved in to  the second half of t he  

1949 calendar year, s t i l l  aboard the USS F. D.  ROOSEVELT (CW-@), 

fo r  a two weeks Reserve Cruise t o  Flew York City. The period af loa t  

was spent i n  simulated s t r ikes  a t  the  ROOSEVELT, f lying CAP f o r  the 

ROOSE3BIS, and simulated Carrier Controlled Approaches. The squadron 

returned t o  i t s  temporary quarters ashore a t  U.S. MBBS, Oceana, 

Virginia on 8 July, 1949 -to carry out its routine of maintenance and 

engage in  type instrument t ra in ing  with the planes available fo r  f l i g h t .  

Other a c t i v i t i e s  during t h i s  period included group s tr ikes ,  a 

coordinated at tack on TF-61 - high p r io r i ty  target ,  the U S  ECSSOURI 

on cruise with 2400 Midshipmen aboard, night section tac t ics ,  and an 

Administrative Inspection by CodirLant on 27 July which mas a l so  the  

f k s t  Commissioning Anlliversary of Fighting Squadron SIDY THREE. 

August brougbt replacement p i l o t s  t o  the squadron for the  f ive  DECLASSIFIED 
Hphnk-omersn who were leaving. The new Executive Officer, 

ENCLOSaRE ( A )  -1- 
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W ~ T I V E  (CONT ID) 

Ueutenant Commander T. J. BALL, USN, reported aboard on 2 August. The 

squadron remained ashore, engaged i n  normal t raining exercises of FCP, 

night ELF,  type instruments, familiarization fo r  the new pi lo ts ,  with 

the main emphasis beingv placed on air-to-air gunnery. An attack 

against the USS MISSOURI and participation i n  Operation CAldID IV marked 

the highlights f o r  August. September brought increased ac t iv i ty  f o r  the  

Gunnery Department. All p i l o t s  were scheduled f o r  gunnery f l i g h t s  a s  

aften as possible t o  be t te r  t h e i r  proficiency with the  Mk 6 Fire  Control 

System i n  preparation for f o m l  exercises. In the middle of the month, 

the squadron provided a C A P  for the  USS PSISSOURI when she arrived off 

the Capes returning from Hidshipmen Cruise, and then began preparations 

for cold weather operations inside the Arctic Circle . October brought 

formal exercises i n  gunnery, t r a i n b g  for cold weather operations, ca r r i e r  

and instrument qualifications, GCA practice, and night FCLP ending in 

Fighting SIXTY THREE'S loading aboard the ROOSEVEm f o r  the three week 

2nd. Task Fleet lorthern Cruise. November bought  interest ing develop- 

ments concerning the  problems inherent t o  operations i n  cold weather. 

&en such hazardous conditions as landings with 68 knots re la t ive  wind 

across the deck l e f t  SIXTY TBREZ3 with only two minor accidents. The 

tour a t  sea ended on 22 Hovernber &en the squadron returned t o  Oceana. 

For the remainder af the year, operating schedules were necessarily 

l igh t  due t o  the leave period and t ransfer  of senior p i lo t s  d o  

ENCLOSURE (A) 
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were replaced mainly by of f icers  f resh from the Training Command. 

The main influence on the operations a€' Fighting SIXTY THEBE was 

the rapid turn-over of off icer  personnel. The los s  of half of the 

srquadron's experienced personnel was noticeable not only i n  the 

administrative operation of the various depvkments, but a l so  in the 

degree of Combat Readiness wllich Fighting SIXTP THREE was able t o  

maintain. Most of the replacement p i l a t s  were the p o n d  possessors 

of brand nes Wavy Wings, and a period of indoctrination and familiasi-  

zation was necessary t o  insure safe operations. Time and fur ther  t ra ining 

w i l l  provide the "green" pilots with the experience with which t o  meet 

the r ig id  standards the rest of the squadron expects them t o  maintain 

i n  both f l i g h t  and administrative capacities.  

It would be highly appropriate if Fighting SIXTY THREE could 

advance several theories and suggestions with supporting s t a t i s t i c s  

concerning the  Hc 6 Fi re  Control System since t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  score i n  

formal gunnery exercises mas the  highest t o  date f o r  any unit i n  the 

Atlantic Fleet.  The only gunnery s t a t i s t i c s  available f o r  the 

squadron p i l o t s  a re  f o r  the 13s 6 System only since tha t  type sight was 

ins ta l led  on the F8F-2 a i r c r e f t  when received. Interviews with p i lo t s  

whose gunnery experience includes combat, however, shows the esteem in 

which they hold t h i s  new sight. Early scores in gunnery practice were 

naturally low, but these scores improved with each f i r ing .  Mo one 

DECLASSIFIED . -3- 
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p i lo t  can be ci ted a s  a consistently high scorer, but several had 

better-thangaverage percentages of h i t s  with high spot scores scattered 

through the gunnery syllabus. The concensus among the p i l o t s  i s  tha t  

record scores can be obtained with the && 6 sight  after the p i lo t  

become s f a d l i a r  with how t o  use it. The only method of familiarization 

known i s  repeated and frequent gunnery practice with ndry" runs 

substituted when funds are too  low t o  permit ac tua l  f i r i ng .  Two 

conclusions concerning operation of the Idk 6 System have been 

reached by the  members of the squadron a f t e r  various experiments: 

(1) It is a wise procedure t o  leave the sight caged until a f t e r  the 

reversal t o  prevent tumbling the gyro; and (2) a s l ight  leading of 

the target  with t he  ranging ltpipsfl (i.e. a s l ight  spacing between the 

edge of the ta rge t  and the inner edge of the ranging markers) produces 

more h i t s  since there i s  approximately .I, second delay i n  the  

computing mechanism. 


