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1979 I N  REVIEW 

CHRONOLOGY 

1 . 11 February t o  21 February: VF-201 conducts f l  i g h t  operations on 
the Tyndal 1 A i r  Combat Maneuvering Range ( ACMR) , Tyndal 1 A i r  Force Base, 
Panama City, Flor ida,  i n  preparation f o r  the second annual Naval Reserve 
Fighter  Derby he ld  a t  Yuma. 

2. 10 March t o  17 March: VF-201 par t i c ipa tes  i n  the Naval Reserve 
F ighter  Derby a t  Marine Corps A i r  Stat ion, Yuma, Arizona. 

3. 28 A p r i l  t o  4 May: VF-201 par t i c ipa tes  i n  Maple Flag 111, a j o i n t  
Combat Tra in ing Exerctse a t  CFB Cold Lake, Canada, i nvo l v i ng  11 Canadian, 
1 United Kingdom, 10 U. S. Tact ica l ,  and 18 SAC Uni ts.  

4. 2 June t o  5 June: VF-201 conducts M iss i l e  Shoot a t  Naval A i r  Stat ion, 
Po in t  Mugu, Cal i forn ia .  

5. 2 June t o  15 June: VF-201 Annual Act ive Duty Tra in ing a t  Naval A i r  
Stat ion, Fa1 lon, Nevada, invo l  v ing the e n t i r e  CVWR-20 A i r  Wing. 

6. 26 August t o  28 August: VF-201 sends 2 ai rp lanes t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion,  
Point  Mugu, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  f o r  M i ss i l e  Shoot. 

7 .  11 September t o  28 September: VF-201 conducts A i r  Combat Tra in ing 
w i t h  VC-13 a t  Naval A i r  Stat ion, Dallas. 

8. 11 November t o  16 November: VF-201 deploys t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion, 
Oceana, V i r g i n i a  Beach, V i rg in ia ,  f o r  Car r ie r  Qua1 t f i ca t i ons  aboard the 
USS Eisenhower (CVN-69). 
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NARRATIVE 

1979 was a productive, busy year for  VF-201. It s ta r ted  i n  ea r l y  
February when the squadron began work-ups f o r  the Naval Reserve Fighter  
Derby he ld  annually a t  Marine Corps A i r  S ta t ion  YUM, Arizona. Deploying 
t o  Tyndall A i r  Force Base, Panama City, Flor ida,  where an A i r  Combat 
Maneuvering Range s im i l a r  t o  t h a t  used i n  the F ighter  Derby i s  ava i lab le  
f o r  a i rcrew t ra in ing ,  13 VF-201 P i l o t s  and 11 VF-201 RIO1s amassed 99 
sor t ies  and 89.2 hours whi le  f l y i n g  Diss imi lar  A i r  Combat Tra in ing 
against  TA-4's from VC-12 and F-106's from Castle AFB. From both an 
operational and maintenance po in t  o f  view, the t r a i n i n g  was h igh ly  
bene f i c ia l .  A t  the F ighter  Derby he ld  i n  mid-March, VF-201 had a 100% 
launch record (43 out  o f  43 scheduled and p rac t i ce  launches) w i t h  100% 
radar a v a i l a b i l i t y .  Amassing 36 hours i n  the process, VF-201 f in i shed  
wf t h  j u s t  2 A-4 k i l l s  less  than the winner. 

I n  l a t e  Apr i l ,  the squadron was i n v i t e d  f o r  a f i f t h  t ime since 1974 
t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  J o i n t  Canadtan A i r  Force Exerctses (Maple Flag 111) 
he1 d a t  CFB Cold Lake, A1 berta, Canada. These exercises which involved 
11 Canadian, 1 United Kingdom, and 10 United States un i t s  provided 
VF-201 w i t h  exce l lent  exposure t o  a va r i e t y  o f  d i ss im i l a r  a i r c r a f t .  The 
f i r s t  and on ly  Naval Reserve Force Tact ica l  Squadron t o  deploy outs ide 
United States t e r r i t o r y ,  F ighter  Squadron TWO ZERO ONE has establ ished 
a harmonious rapport  w i t h  the F ighter  Weapons School o f  Canadian Forces 
417 Squadron over the past  f i v e  years as a r e s u l t  o f  these exercises, 

Annual Act ive Duty was held f o r  the seventh consecutive year a t  
Naval A i r  Stat ion, Fallon, Nevada. A combined CVWR-20 A i r  Wing deploy- 
ment, VF-201 accumulated 425.2 hours (368 sor t ies )  f o r  a 29.8 hours per 
p i l o t  average dur ing the squadron's two weeks a t  Fal lon. In add i t ion  
t o  valuable in tegrated A i r  Wing t ra in ing ,  VF-201 f i r e d  2 A I M  7E2 Sparrow 
miss i les  and 3 A I M  9G Sidewinder m iss i les  earn i  ng 3 ''En's and 1 "Q" i n  
the process. Two more miss i les  were f i r e d  i n  l a t e  August i n  a h igh ly  
successful two plane deployment t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion, Po in t  Mugu dur ing 
whjch one o f  the A I M  7E2 miss i les  scored a ra re  I1Boola BoolaN o r  d i r e c t  
h l  t , ta rge t  destroyed. 

I n  mid-September, VC-13 deployed t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion, Dal las t o  
provide VF-201 w i t h  d i ss im i l a r  A f r  Combat Train ing.  From 11 November 
t o  16 November, VF-201 deployed a f i n a l  t ime t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion, Oceana, 
V i r g i n i a  Beach, V i rg in ia ,  f o r  Car r ie r  Qua l i f i ca t i ons  aboard the USS 
Eisenhower (CVN-69) . Twelve squadron p i  1 ots, two CVWR-20 s t a f f  personnel , 
and Car r ie r  A i r  Group Twenty q u a l i f i e d  aboard the Eisenhower h i l e  amassing 
75 arrested landings and 19 touch and go's. During work-ups i n  October, 
157 FCLP so r t i es  (1  10 hours) were flown. 

A f t e r  CARQUALS, VF-201 was operational l y  less  ac t i ve  bu t  administra- 
t i v e l y  qu i t e  busy. A Command Administrat ive Inspection, Change o f  Command 
preparations (February 1980), and maintenance and aircrew t r a i n i n g  ended 
a very productive year. 
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