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ANNUAL HISTORY OF FIOR'TEJR SQUADRON TWO 
02 January 1974 to 28 Febrwwy 1975 

1. Baaia History 

A. Command Organisation 

(1) Biographirrs of Commanding Oiffcer~a 

(2) Operational Davsilopntent and Work up 

(3)  Deployment 



B. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 



22 FEB - 35 APR 
1 4  APR - 36 ABR 
27 APR - 11 lvlAY 
12 MAY - I4 my 
s m - 1 2 m  
13 JUN - 15 JvL 
16 YUL - 24 Jm, 
25 JUL - 5 AUG 
6 AUQ - 26 AUO 

27 AU6 - 13 SEB 
14 8EP - 16 SEP 
17 SEP 
18 SEP - 29 SEP 
2 WT - 27 OCT 

21 OCT - X NW 
6 , 9  NOv, 11-17NW 
28 NOV - 24 NOV 
25 NOV - P DK! 
10 D E  - 22 DEc 
24 DEC - 6 JAN 

Type  Training - MAraagar, CAe 
Air to MX b\mm;py Deploymsnt - El 
Centre, a. 
Type Training - Miramax, CA. 
D~plloylasnt to MAS ballon Nevada w i t h  
m - 1 4  
Typg Training - Hirattar, CA. 
Carrligr Qualifb&*&~Zi#~ - USS EWEERBRZIE 
CarxYer Qualificatione - US8 EEEEHRPRISE 
Type Training - Xframar, CA. 
Cycl/Fc Oparatlom - U88 ENTERPRISE 
'Pyps Training - W.arar,  CA. 
Deployed aboard ElWEWPRIE8E ~~, 
ORE, FLXETfEl[ 3-74 
P r Q B C p l ~ t  Work up 
Load Aboard l3-E 
bs#t Al-da fur WS8'SPLIG Deployment 
Transit to Rawaii, MmPX 0- 
T ~ m p i t  to S ~ b i a  Re Po, South 
Chin& Sea Opalcation# 
South China Sea Uparation~ 
Bout& Chha 8ea Operations 
In PO-, Bong Kong 
South China Sea bgerationa 
Gulf of Tonkin 
In Pert, Cubi Pt., R.P.  

1975 

7 3M - 4 I'EB South China Sea and Indian Oalban 
Operqrt ions 

5 FEB - 0 PEB MtmWkra, Kenya 
16 BEB - 21 PEB =ndiG Ouean Operations 

22 Fgs - 26 P$B #hgu xa 
27 8- - 2% ?5 mtb eSh8 bhr sp+ratfanr 



(2) Operational D.reloprta+nt and Work up 

During t he  period 1 Jan* through 17 Septearbsr 1974 
Fighter Squadron TFQO wa8 hQ4vily involved in g x e d e p l o p ~ ~ ~ ~ t  
preparation for -6 first o rat ional  deployment of the P-14A 
Tammt. Reallsing the inrga ? C on future lattll Fighter policry 
the degloymimt would have, tha rquadron .arbsrksb an an am- 
bitioua training pragrrra~. Qoncenkrating an tactiom dwelap- 
men+ urd weapons sysrtem rrapgoyaasnt: ks w e l l  as airorrew pro- 
fialency training the mquadkon f l w  almout bonmtantly during 
t h i s  period. 

Major area8 of emphasis warat air  to  air and a h  to ground 
gunnery? air intrrruept tra;frling; ECCX; Data Link tactias d s l  
velopment; mi8rile exorciaad and oarrier gualiffoationa, The 
following paragrapha as. a atamnary of the highlights* 

Xn late P&r~w,  deplayiing w i t h  mix afraxaft and all 
personnel axeapt a 8kelrCon oxow, W-2 went E l  Centro fur 
a i r  to aix gunnery. Thir w4n the  first ettampt a t  a fu l l  
eaals deployamit and inkend84 t o  t e a t  ne t  snly the  gun and 
weapon nyatm effeutivmm&s but aircraft reliabilfty aa well. 
5%. four day deployment reu\jltied in  36 out of 48 saheduled 
gunnery flight. baing flown and the expenditure of 1633 rounds 
of 20 m. These inc1ud.d 13 aor t ias  against t h e  new FXQAT 
(Fiberglase Wial Targst) qnd 17 nortiem i n  the bamw gun- 
nery pattern, The a i r a r a f t  held up w e l l  ma the  deplioymsrnt 
was conaidered an operational uuaacr8a from both aimraw and 
mnintmanae training points a t  view. 

Follcrrrj.ing the E l  Cantro ~dmployment, the Bounty Hun#l@rrr 
b e o m  an intagrated part 02 Attack Carrier A i r  W i n g  POURTEEN 
w i t h  a Ballon dehploynwwrt in late Agxil. O p u a t h g  undar the 
aonstraintr OF a mainkanancre update program whioh ieaobilissd 
three afrplauma during the pried, the agurbran flaw 129 out 
of 153 sahduled sort ie8 f o ~  a total of 211 f l i g h t  hours 
a twelve day pauidl. Now azaas axplnr@ welee elecrtronfc 
warfare (BW) , crlaatro-oountar Gaunter mothaurea (ECCM) , f l e e t  
a i r  superioxity (FAS) and atkike artcost kaotior. 

The next major crvent o f  Ithe fleet fntrroduotion program 
was carrier qualifications ik May and June with the end re- 
s u l t  of 185 day arrer r td  landingr and 88 night arraated land- 
ings, All aircrews were qu iffad and July found the 8quadron 
ready to aonduot aycliu oper % t i o m ,  on board ENTBRPRISE* 
During July and August, the squadron was a t  sea 28 days and 
during t h i s  tfrae revera1 f i r a t a  were portorwatd, The first 
carrier oupportd AIM-54 was fired by ]tTJQW  and 

 on 23 July. m e  rquapran prrtiaigrerd an t h e  first 
a i r  to air  gunnew exerai8es of the Tomaat to be flm from 
a uanier. Tha squadron plabed high i n  khe ORE with the 



Ordnance division reaeivlng the highest grade in the aiming, 
Simulated air combat missile f i r ings  of AIM-7 Sparrows and 
AIM-9 Sidewindera were wndyctd and cambat air patrol pro- 
aedursr and kaatios were de eloped. By the end o f  August, 
VF-2 was ready, the Togwat 1 as ready and the aruiare to Westpac 
on board ENTERPRISE war juoU a couple of weeks away, 



(3) Deployment 

Sailing from Alanc+Q an 13 Bep%.nrbtr, ~ E R . Z m f 8 E  with 
W-2 amb.1~3z.B a8 part of A i  Whg repr+rcunC.rd t b  
most sophi8tkoakd und rprn tile ~trikfng fore* mmr arsm- 
lbed in  that his- of Nuva Curisr A v i r t b n .  AIrrrnaZag 
the mieriara for whioh thr ttrt wrta duSgtrrd, a r  mqprior- 
ity fightas and fleet air d i tense, w-a ham .plmtz m6h of tihis 
cruire developing the trutiar, p m & ~ 0 8 ~  aaanlirmtiorr anb 
philomo* w M d h  will dmtewns to a bsgo ut tenC,  the eonduet 
of future F-14 czruiaea. Th. rulggly liner warn r t r m t c h r d ,  
niramar was behind and it w4e k i m  to ree if  khe part slonths 
of training N&l paid off or had b m n  enough. 

While daployad W-1 ha8 ful f i l led all commitments a#d hrr 
oontfnuad 6a try naw and fnnott.tiva pmtmdu1:u. m m g  
cl08aly w i t h  the *hip urd r k w h g ,  baa  Link proodtrrrr have 
bean refined a d  bp&uemtw!f allowing no wfoa cronkrol to 
beaxm rtaadard. Missile & + ~ o t s ,  a i r  C3a aix g u n n m r y  usd ACM 
txaining have played dmiwt, rtolea in ..h rm training. fie 
squadron ha8 opcrxated for  o+ex half the 8rtui.e w i t h  rn bingo 
f i e l d  available in both the Tonkin Gulf and the I d a n  Oarsur. 

man A marrive pisumr Wt: inspeetion and aaodificalzton 
pzogram warr required a8 a ra8~2t of t#o W-1 orarhem, Bounty 
Hunter #kipper, CDR 3- lWWPUA8 was m s 1 . Q c : ~  to c~oordZnate 
tha psouera, Eutablirhing an aotion arntul lllnA eutting through 
touthe  cshuurelr, CDR W A S  with h i s  Anowledg6 of 
aircrraft guintnutab p ~ o a d t F * 8 ~  drew peaple from XMh, lerupply 
and both squadran8 urb art  Jp ~33XMid~88 whiah expedited the 
proaera. 



( 4) Squadron Philosophy 

Ae the cruise come8 t o  a c lose  two things stand out, one 
in Me area of operat ional  t r a in ing  the  o ther  i n  the mainten- 
ance management and t r a in ing  area, 

In the area of operat ional  t r a in ing  it quickly became 
' apparent t h a t  this first VF-2 was contpolrrsd of f i g h t e r  p i l o t s  
and radar in te roep t  o f f i c e r s  who believed t h e  key to a auc- 
catssful fighter equadron l ay  i n  learning the basics and being 
aggressive. A philosophy of d w i c a t i o n  t o  air combat maneuver- 
ing t r a i n i n g  and weapon system ~3mploMent emerged, Around 
Miramar, E l  Toro,Kanehpe Bay, Cubi qt., Sal lon Nev., El Cetntro, 
Y u m  Axis., ' ~ a v i s  Montban and Edwarda AFB, t he  Bounty Hunters 
were knawn a s  airarewar [ w i t h  a solid aixplane who were ready 
f o r  a f i g h t  a t  anytime with anybody f ly ing  anything. While 
not neglecting o the r  areas of t r a in ing  t h i s  dedicat ion to 
ACM t r a in ing  and exploring the  total  envelope of t h e  a i r a r a f t  
has resu l ted  i n  a highly s k i l l e d  group of aircrewman dedicated 
Co f ly ing  fighters the-way they should be flown. 

No command aan reach t h e  l e v e l  of opera t ional  development 
and t r a in ing  achieved by W-2 without the assets, The main- 
tenance department i n  conjunction with the personnel manage- 
nent department has been t h e  determining factor i n  t h e  avai l -  
ability of asse t s .  With t he  high level of t r a in ing  di rected 
by t h e  PM b e p a r a n t  and personnel tracking playing a key role 
in de temin ing  b i l l e t  aoaignmstnte, the squadron's maintenance 
department has performed b r i l l i a n t l y  during the deploynenk. 
Pa r t i cu l a r ly  outstanding performance has been the keynote of 
the power plan ts  d ivis ion,  t he  ordnance shop and the  AQte. 
Wmapon system a v a i l a b i l i t y  and the high level of powex plant  
personnel t r a i n i n g  andl dedicat ion have been the high l igh t  of 
t he  daployraent,, Without them and the rest of t h e  department 
none of t h i s  would have been possible.  It is re f red l ing  to 
note an extremely high level of recanlis tmnts has occured 
during the oruise, This should enmure safe, operat ional ly  
ready a i r c r a f t  f o r  same time. 



(3)  The Putu~d l  

A8 thb amiss i r  endfng, a s  squadron looks famard to 
retunring ta H$,rapur in laid April  1975. buxing khat -nthr 
.(=DR @hnir W. TAYLOR wlll arrauaas cmmwnd, the th ird Bounty 
Bureer rkipgrr rinw the rquadlron'r rwasarrinaioning. 81s 
lhlcmtfttrr OEiiarrr  w i l d  be CBPt Trank 8CHLUNl'X. Sorat crews 
.will be rrsiving whilr atheza d e p u t  and the pxoc3ssn of get- 
t h g  rmady "Bounty H u n t e r  8tylm" w i l l  begin again. L e t  alX 
f ight8r ;nwu taka h o d  and %heck ~ i x " .  We're here to stay 
a while. 




