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through (3) are s u b m i t t e d .  

R. WATKINS 
B y  d i rect ion 

C o p y  to: 
D i r e c t o r  of ~ a v a l  H i s t o r y  (OP-09B9)  



ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN 
Brief  Chronology - 1971 

March------ VA-15 p i l o t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an anti-PT Boat Exercise ,  
Exercise  Q U I C K  DRAW, qnd a PASSEX with t h e  HMS EAGLE. 
CDR D. D. BROWN re l i eqed  CDR R. B. BRISTOL a s  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  of Attack Squadron FIFTEEN on 30 March 1971. 

%&------ The squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a CAWEX with t h e  USS 
F o r r e s t a l .  Squadron p i l o t s  flew simulated search  and 
s t r i k e  missions during M I N I  NATIONAL WEEK Apr i l  5-7. 

M a y -  ------- Exercise  DAWN PATROL b~egan t h e  f i r s t  week of May i n  which 
t h e  Valions flew over 500 hours during t h e  e i g h t  days 
of t h e  exerc ise .  On May 2 2 ,  VA-15 p i l o t s  flew simulated 
search  and s t r i k e  missions a g a i n s t  designated u n i t s  of t h e  
SIXTH FLEET during National  Week I X .  

# 

June------- The squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a highly success fu l  MISSILEX 
and CRAE 21-25 June. On 25 June Valion p i l o t s  flew 
simulated s t r i k e s  i n t o  Turkey during SHABAZ X V I I ,  t h e  
l a s t  major exe rc i se  of t h e  c r u i s e .  

July------- The USS Roosevelt condlucted a PASSEX with t h e  USS Saratoga 
i n  which VA-15 flew h i ,gh ly  success fu l  search and simulated 
s t r i k e  missions a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r  c a r r i e r .  On 23 J u l y ,  t h e  
Valion p i l o t s  flew t h e i r  A7-B "Corsa i r  11" a i r c r a f t  t o  
NAS Cec i l  F i e l d ,  F la .  

August----- The month of August wa6 devoted t o  a stand-down period.  

September--VA-15 had a l a r g e  turnover  of personnel.  The month was 
devoted t o  extens ive  ground and f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  i n  
prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  ORE. 

October---- Extensive t r a i n i n g  continued wi th  FMLP's and CARQUALS 
t h e  l a s t  two weeks i n  October. 

November---The squadron loaded aboard t h e  USS Frankl in D. ROOSEVELT 
f o r  a 3 week build-up c r u i s e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ORE. 

December---The ORE was conducted 18-20 December. The squadron p i l o t s  
flew of f  t h e  Roosevelt on December 20 and re turned  t o  NAS 
Ceci l  F i e l d ,  F la .  

January---- Af te r  t h e  Christmas leave  per iod ,  t r a i n i n g  begins i n  
earnest f o r  t h e  upcomipg deployment. The squadron par- 
t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exercise  Gnowy Beach o f f  t h e  c o a s t  of Maim, 

February---VA-15 loaded aboard t h e  WS PrqnW$n D. qoasevelt,  @Tb,+42j- 
f o r  a 6 month Mediterranean deployment. 

ENCLOSURE [I) 



From: Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron FIF'TEEN 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05~2) 

Sub j s OPNAV Report 5750-1 

Ref : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12~ 

Encl: (1) Brief chronology f o r  1971 
(2) Narrative history f o r  1971 
(3) Roster of off icers  
(4) Roster of enl is ted men 
( 5 )  Photographs of CDR D. D. BROWN and CDFt F. A. LEES Jr. 
(6) Biographies of CDR D. D. BROWN and CDR F. A, TEES Jr. 
(7) Family grams for  1971 

1. I n  accordance with reference (a) , enclosures 1 through 7 are submitted. 

@fl&n+, D. D. BROWN 

Copy to: 
Director of Naval History (OP-0939) 



Squadron 1Ii.c t :.:T I 971 

The Roosevelt sailer! lrom iall,-a c!e ,Gillorca on March 3, Ancther 
cycle cf onerati.ons a t  sea tocX ti-.? T . x s e ~ r , i t  t o  BarceLona, Spain on 
I.farch 9, f'olluwing a pleasant n!-x XJT sJ;ay i n  Barcelona, the Roosevelt 
headed eas t  l o r  her f i r s t  t a s t e  of j r - i -n 'c  exercises with other U,S. and 
NATO naval forces , VA-G p i lo t s  j e-ir semch and s t r ik  mi ssions in an 
artti-.FT Bo?.t8 exercise against Pi Boat f c ~ c e s  on Mach 22. On March 
23 i n  exercise Quick Draw, the 'Jzl.ions f l e w  simulated s t r ikes  against 
units of +,he I t a l i z n  Navy. On March 2i1, the Eoosevelt exercised with 
the IYPdlS E k l e  i n  a f r e e  play operat ie l  where each ca r r i e r  attempts t o  
s t r ike  t h e  c t -kr  ~rhile defending against attack. VA-151s highly success- 
f u l  search, surveillance, and s t r ike  raissj-on;: daring t h j  8 operatior. 
ccntri'r>ut,%d s igni f icant ly  t o  the slyccess of th? exercise. On  marc!^ 25 
the R . O C ) E ~ T E ~ ~  made a port  c a l l  i n  Na$l~s, I t d y  wh5ch continued tirough 
1 i .  On E'iarch 30, 1971,  command^^ 11. D. EHOTtJN relieved CominaL3er 
T., Be BLISTOL a s  Commandi-ng Officer of Actack Squadron E ' E T r X N ,  The 
sq~~ah-on lorged 4.48-1 hours, flew 2'2k sor%ies, and made 224 arrested 
1 a ~  ngs during )!arch. 

A l ~ r i l  2 found the Valions flying search and simulated strib missions 
agajnst khe USS Forrestal  in another carrier-to-carrier s t r ike  exercise, 
Or, anril 5-7, the scpadron participated i n  MIl5 NATIOITAL FEEK, a surf ace 
search 2nd s u r v ~ i l l a n c e  exercise, A pc~rt  c a l l  i n  Valletta, Malta follow- 
ed on -4pril 8, iifter a 5 day s tay  i n  Malta, the Roosevelt sa i led  i n t o  
the Ionian Sea for  a se r i e s  of &nor e::srcises and the warnup f c r  th2 
f i r s t ,  of two major exercises - - Exercise DaTm Patrol, t o  be followed 
by Rxern: =s h~at.imal Week, On April 22, the ~ o o s e v e l t  dropped anchor 
in Atliens aZ-r.c\zce f cvr a two week v5sbt, The squadron Loggcd 540 ,S hours 
on 277 ;o~.t-ies with 277 t raps dllring AFL-i l .  

commenced with the Roo: E V Z ~ ~  sa i l ing  southward from Athens f o r  
the teg ihr l j  ng c, Dawn Patrol, an ~ ~ U F L I  exeraciae in which the nsvai forces 
of ovr iyATO Al-Jies combirre illto on2 coordinated f l e e t .  The carriej. f mce 
was t a s k d  t o  prcvide air cover and dsfense f o r  a major amphibio~s lmd-  
ing i n  Northern Weece. The Valtons f : l sw over 500 hours of simulated 
close a:.r su!),,orb scrikes t o  prepme t!w way for the landingdwing the 
eight  day exercise. On May l j  the Roosevelt commenced a weeks s tay  i n  
Rhcdcs, Freeze, M t e r  a two day t r a n s i t  eastward, National Week IX 
con~:wnced on Play 22. Dwing t h i s  exercise, the Valions flew simulated 
search rind s t r ike  missions against designated ships of the Sixth Fleet. 
The Valions flew 916rL hours, 331 s w t i e  s, and accumulated 316 t raps during 
&lay . 

June 1-8 was spent i n  Trieste,  I ta ly .  After Trieste and 7 d q s  a t  
sea, the Roosevelt v i s i k d  Taranto, I t a l y  fo r  5 days, After Taranto, the 
Valions participated i n  a highly swccess f~~ l  missle exercise and CRaE 21- 
25 ma'. VA-15 p i lo t s  successfullp. bagged six t a rge ts  with Sidewinder 
missles i n  tk missle exercise. During the GRU,  the Valions loaded and 
delivered over 80,000 pounds of ordnance on target. Commencing 25 June, 
PA-1s p i lo t s  flew simulated strihs i n t o  Turlaey during SIlABAZ XVII, the 
l a s t  major exercise of the cruise. The remainder a&' J w  was spent i n  
Athons, Creece. PA-15 flew t a , 6  hours, 201 sor t ies ,  am3 made 226 
arrested landings during the month including the 197,000th landing aboard 
the Roosevelt by CDR D. D. BROWN, 



After leaving Athens, Greece ov J~~1.y 6, the Roosevelt conducted a 
PASSEX i n  which the Valions flew s ~ l x k d  aearch md s b i b  afllissianZ31 
against the USS Saratoga. On July 12 ',hi Eoo3evelt vis i ted Palma de IIallorca, 
the l a s t  port  of t;? cruise, The Ro;aevelt departed Palma de Piallorca on 
July and outchopped on 16 July- :a.:,;. 16 thru 23 was spent i n  t r a n s i t  t o  
ldwport Florida. On the 23rd the Tidlicj-..: f l e a  the a i r c ra f t  off the Roosevelt 
and returned t,o Cecil Field, Fla, , Zi5, i h ~ w s  on 101 so r t i e s  and 85 
t raps were logged. by Valion p i lo t s  d irrj :l;# July. 

T11.e month of August was devoted t o  a sta~id-down period. Some flying 
was done, hovever, and the squadron Lo~,e;ed 129,9 hours on 57 sor t ies ,  

Attack Sluadron FIFTEEN began a large turnover of personnel i n  September 
which cr ntinued on through January of 1972. Dur I.ng September, extensive 
ground t raining and l i g h t  operations began i n  preparation f o r  the OFE scheduler 
fo r  December, The Vdlions flew 565.0 hours on 290 sor t ies  during September. 

3ct)ober continued with extensive f l i g h t  operations and ground training. 
The Balloizs fegan FMLPts during the Aast two weeks i n  Octoher. Carrier 
Qu-zliiications begnn on 29 October aqd continued in to  the lst weak i n  Fov- 
ember. 546.2 fihurs on 364 so r t i e s  were logged by ~ n - 1 5  i n  October. 

On the 7t of November, the Valiins loaded aboard the US5 Fr~.nklin D. 
Roosevelt (CVhL2) f o r  a 3 week build-up cruise pr ior  t o  the ORE. During 
November the squadror flew 535.4 hours on 368 sort ies ,  270 &raps were logged 
by Valion p i lo t s  durinp November, 

The ON3 was conducted thel8th tQrough the 20th of December, The Valions 
returned t o  HIS Cecil Field, Fla, on the 20th of' December. The fo l lo~dng  
two keek period wris devoted t o  Christimas and New Yearts leave, During 
December the squadron flew 691.9 hours on 365 s o r t i e s  and made 320 arrested 
landings aboard the Roosevelt , 

On Jamcuy Sth, a f t e r  the leave period, intensive training began i n  
preparation for the upcoming Med cruise in February, January 17-27, the 
squadron participated i n  Exercise Snowy Reach off the coast of Naine, During 
the  month 378.5 hours on 238 so r t i e s  with 3-31 t raps  were l o g ~ c d  by V A - ~ . ,  
A t  the end of January the squadron hryd 9701.2 t o t a l  accident free hours, 

T r & r i n &  continued a t  a f a s t  pace u n t i l  February 10th when the %lions 
loaded aboard the USS Roosevelt f o r  a six month Med cruise,  The Roosewlt 
with cV'rr-6 embarked sailed on February 5 t o  operate i n  the  Atlantic Fleet 
'deapons Range u n t i l  the end of February. 

ENCLOSURE .@) 


