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BOMBING SQUADRON FOUR

Subject: Squadron History, 12 May - 15 September 19485, Inclusive.

9. On 14 August the squadron was assigned 24 new SB2C-5's
replacing SB2C-4E's

10. On 24 August 14 new officeérs and 9 new crewmen reported
for duty reising the total aboard to 43 officers (40 in flving status) and
49 enlisted men (37 aircrewmen).

11. On 9 September VB-4 was transferred to the HAAS, Groton,
Connecticut, where it joined the other squadrons of CAG-4 for final group
training. . .

12. There was one accident during the period: on 13 September
Ensign Thomas D. Murphy was fatally injured when his plane went into a spin,
crashed and burned near Mansfield, Massachusetts.

13. On 15 September the new authorired compliment was issue&
consisting of 29 pilots, 29 ARM's, and 6 groundcrewmen flying 24 SB2C-5's

14. Aboard at the end of the meriod covered were 37 officers
(34 in flying status) and 45 enlisted men (38 aircrewmen).
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. "Enelosure (A) : ~ ) R
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W
'BOMBING SQUADRON FOUR ' -
c/o Fleet Post Office ’
New York, N, Y,
. I. CHRONOLOGY
2 Sept. 1945: S8quadron based at N.A.S., Wildwood, N.J. as a

unit of the Air Force, Atlantic Fleet under-
going preparations for embarkation in carrie¥
of that fleet. Commanding Officer; LCDR Harold
W. Calhoun, USN of Niagare Falls, New York.

9 Sept. 1945: S8quadron moved to NAAS, Groton, Conn. joinihg
entire Air Group.

17 Sept. 1945: Squadron evacuated to Schenectady, N.Y. follow-
ing & Hurricene warning.

24-25 Sept. 1945: Carrier qualification leddings conducted aboard
the USS CROATAN.
. Yo
5 Oct. 1945: - Squadron participated in Nimitz Day parade over
Washiggton,‘n‘c..

22-26 Oet. 1945: ZEngaged in pre-Nevy Day activities at Buffalo,

27 Oct. 1945: Squadron flew in Navy Day parade over New York
City.

18 Jan. 1946: Squadron moved to NAS Norfolk, Va.

L-8 Feb. 1946: Conducted carrier qualificétions aboard USS
GUADACANATL. v

14 Feb. 1946: Embarked as a unit of Air Group Four aboard the

_ , USS TARAWA. ,
15 Feb. 1946: Departeﬁ Norfolk, Va. for Guantenémo Bay, Cuba,

for sheke-down cruise aboard the USS TARAWA.
2-5 April 1946: Conducted practice strikes on Culebra Islend.

15 April 1946: Returned to Norfolk, Va. and disembarked with
' entire Air Group FOUR. Based at N.A.S., Noxrfolk,
Va. ‘ \

20 April 1946: = Twenty-four new 332015 aircraft equipped with
ASG-10 toss-bombing gear}assigned to Squadron.

27-29 April 1946: Participated in exhibition of carrier operat-
ions for the Secretary of the Navy's Civilian
Advisory Commitee in company with Air Group

FOUR and the USS TARAWA.
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19 May 1946: Participated in Air show over Washington, D.C,,
. in connection with "I Am An American Day".

8 June 1946: Participated in air show over ,Pottstown, Pa.,
in connection with “Welcome Eome“ victory
celebmabion.

28 June 1946: Embarked aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40), end

departed for duty with the Pacific Fleet from
N.0.B. Norfolk, Va.

IT NARRATIVE

Bombing Squadron FOUR, a component of Air Group FOUR, Air
Force, Atlantic Fleet, was based at NAS Wildwood New Jersey, on
3 Sept. 1945, and had been in comnlssion 81nce lg¥¥fz 19h5 1LTTG
D.H. Mcnguley was appointed as acting skipper until 6m&ﬁhe 1945
when LT H.W. Calhoun was placed in Command (acting). On 20 July
LT H.W. Calhoun was premoted to ICDR, and them designated as
Commanding Officer oﬁ 13 August. |

At this date (3 Sept. 1945) sixty percent of the flight.train-
ing and seventy five percent of the ground progrem had been com-
‘pleted. There were thirty pilots,three ground officers (ACI,Per-
;Bonnel, Gunnery), thirty-six enlisted men and there were twentfé
four SB2C-5 Aircraft assigned. Air work being cbnducted at.this
time consisted of récket firing, glide, dive, and mast head‘bomb-
ing, strafing, navigation, instrument, section tactics, cross-
countries, and day and night F.C.L.P. Ground school included link
trainer flights, air sea rescue, navigétion,.code, blinker, ord-
nance, engines, and athletics. /

On 9 September 1945, the Squadron moved to NAAS Groton, Conn.,"
joining the entire air gfoup, and resumed training progrem on 12
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September 1945. Pilots were given refresher periods in FCLP, and
on 24-35 September 1945, carrier qualification lendings were con-
ducted aboard the USS.CROATAN. |
On 17 September 1945, the séuadron evacuated 24 alrcraft td
Schenectady, New York, Municipal Airport which had been desipgn-
ated a refuge field following a hurricane warning. All plénes
returned intact to NAS Groton, Conn. on 19 September 1945. >

During October 1945, parade fermations were practiced in pre-
e retion for a number of special group flights scheduled for the
month. | )

" The squadron flew in the Aerial parade over Washington, D:C.
on 5 October 1945 in honor of Fleet Admiral C.W. Mimitz; engaged
in pre-Navy Day activities at Buffalo, N.Y, from 22 to gﬁjociéber
1945; perticipated in the Navy Day air parade over NeWQYbrE?Gity
on 26 Oct. 1945; and on 29 October 1945 accompaﬁied the Air éroup
in a Victory Bond Drive exhibition flight over several New England
Cities. . |

Anticipating winter in New Englend with attendant danger and
diffidulties in carrying on flight operetions, the squadron arran-
ged a series of refresher instruction perieds in aerology, instru-
ments, survival, and’eare of engines in cold temperatures. During
November and December limited flight and ground training was con-
ducted bedause of bad weather and constant personnel chénge due
to the demobllization program,

The squadron moved to NAS Norfolk, Va. on 18 Jamuary, 1946
where Commander Carrier Air Group FOUR reported to the Commend-

ing Officer, USS TARAWA (CV-40). Flight operations at Norfolk
. 3



consisted primarily of FQﬁP in preparation for going aboard.
New pilots were qualified on the USS GUADALCANAL. Ground train-
ing emphasized shipboard life and carrier operations.

Between 2 September 19&5, and the date of embarkatién on the
USS TARAWA, Bombing Squadron FOUR released 28 officers (25 pilots

- and 3 ground officers) for demobilizatian and other Commands, and

was assigned 20 pilots in exchange, Because of this constant

turnover a great deal of the~sqgadgen!s early work was nullified,

. and most of the final weeks of the shore based period had to be

spent in such elementary training as'familiarzation, touch and.
go landings, IBP bombing, and formation tactics. The release of
ground officers placed an additionalvedministrative load on piiots.
“The demobilization pregram left‘?any CASU's with inexperienced and
insufficient personnel meking close pilot supervision of aircraft
‘mainte nance and repair work mandatory in ordei to keep up desired
stenderds of safety. The squedron was therefofe inadequately tga-
ined in many pheses of carrier operations at the time of embark-,
atlon, | .

On 15 February 1946, the TAEﬁwA departed Norfolk, Ve, for
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba with VB-4 eboard., Carrier based air opera-
tions were started the next da&‘ and were Qontiﬁued throughout the
following six weeks embracing taoiics,'rocket firing, glide, dive,
mast head bombing, navigation, strafing, radarx hops, and coordin-
ated attacks with the other squadrons of the alr group.

From 2 April 1946 to 5 April, strikes were conducted on Culebra
Islend in the final phase of shakedown training. On 12 April one
flight was made as part of the TARAWA's militery inspection and
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celebration,
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battle problem.

After returning to Norfolk on 15 April 1946, the next cruise

- was to New York City where on the 27 and 29 of April,operating with

the Air Group from the TARAWA VB-4 staged exhibitions of carrier
operations for various high ranking Navael Officers and Civilian
guests., |

Throughout the sh&kedown‘and the carrier demonstration the
squadron flew approximately 1200 hours and made 380 carrier land-
ings. During this time one plane was lost due to a catapult A

failure, the pilot and aircrewman getting out uninjured.

During the later part of April, 13 new pilots reported aboard,
replacing those getting discharged.
On 20 April 1946, 24 mew SB2C-5 aircraft, equipped with ASG-10

~toss bombing gear, were received from CASU 21.

During May and June 19k6 the squadron concentrated on acquiring

"final touches of proficiency in ali gﬁases of carrier operations.

On 19 May 1946 the squadron

It also took part in twe air showj;
flew over Washington D.C. in eonnection with "I Am An Americen
Day" festivities, and on 8 June 1946 it participated in an air

show over Pottstown Pa. in connection‘ﬁith.thgt; ®Home-Coming"™

Onz% June, the squadron embarked aboard the USS TARAWA WITH
23 alreraft, 34 pilots, and 28 enlisted persennel.

Between 2 September and this date of embarkation, there had
been approximately 120 % change over in efficgr personnel.
Depatture was made the next day from Norfolk, Va, for duty with

the Pacific Fleet.



ITI APPENDICES
Biegraphical Sketch of Commanding Officer

Lieutenant Commander Harold W. Calhoun, USN, of Niagera
Falls, New Ybrk“becéme Commanding Officer of Bembing Squadroen
FOUR on 13 August 1945, after belng acting commander éince
May 1945. At that time he had eight years of Naval exper~-
ience, 1ncludiﬁg cempletionfor the Neval Academy course, two
years of wartime destreyer duties in the Pacific, and two
and one half years of varied duty involving flying.

He received a Congressional appointment to the Naval
Acedemy and reported there in June 1937. Upon gréduation in
February 1941 as Ensign Calhoun, he was assigned to the destro-
yer USS GAMBLE, and on that ship participated in anti-sudb
patrols, mine laying, end convoy escort in war areas of the
Pacific. He served on the GAMBLE as Communication Officer, and
had'beeq promoted to Lieutéhant by the time he was detached in
January 1943 to return to the United States for flight training.

Lieutenant Calhoun wes designated Neval Aviator at Pensacola,
"Florida on 1 October 1943, and received operational training-
at Daytona Beach, Florida in bomber type aircraft. After three
months és operational instructor at N.A.S. Daytqna Beach, .
Florida, he was ordered ﬁo Bombing Squadron FIVE and assumed
Flight officer duties. He was aboard the USS FRANKLIN when it
was severely hit and demaged by ememy aircraft on her second
cruise., ,

When Bombing Squadron FIVE reférmed he became acting Comm-

6



anding Officer and remained in thet cepacity until order-
ed to Bombing Squadron FOUR in May, 1945. He was promot-
ed to the rank‘ of Lieutenant Commander on 20 July 1945.
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28 June 1946:

3 Jz;;lyl%é:"'
5 July 1946:

& July 1946:
15 July 1946:

23 July 1946z -
1 August 1946:

7 August 19462
1L August 1946
15 August 1946

21 Kugust 1956

iB September }é%:
19 ‘Se'p'bemher 191»,6%
20 Sept;ember 19463

21 September 1946:
28 September 1946:

I. CHRONOLOGY |
Enbarked aboard the USS TLRLWA (CVL0), and departed for @.ﬁsy '
with the Pacific Fleet rrom NOB, Norfolk, Virginia, Commanding
Officer: LCBR H. W. Calhoun, USN of Hiagara Falls, New York.

USS TARAWA a._r;chored at Colon, Canal Zone, Republn.c of Panama.

| USS TARAWA made transit of Panama Canal,

USS TARAWA depa.rted Balboa, Canal Zone for San Diego, -
USS TARAWA arrived at San Diego. Bombing ‘Squadron Four flew

ashore and became temporarily shore based at North Island,
- San Diego, California,

Squdron aboard USS TABAIA for Pacific Fleet “B.eporting Int
Inspection by Rear Admiral McMahon, ComCarDivIWO, -~ -

squadron aboard USS TARAWA departed San D:Lego for Pearl Harbor,
Hawail,

-

USS TARAWA anchored at Pearl Harbor. o
Uss TARAYIA deparbed Pearl Harbor for Saipan, Marlams Groﬁp.

Air Group Four aboard the U$S TARAWA crossed the International
Ba‘be Iine, .

Bombing Squadron Four flew ashore to become temporar:\.ly shore
based at NAB, Kobler F:Leld Salpe.n. :

Prebeglec, E. A., mm, -and Vasel, C. M., ARMACI, a.uarded
Presidential Unit Citations.

Bombing Squadron Four again ret.urned to the USS TARAWA to
begin a cr\u.se to Japan and China,

USS TARAWA depa.rted Sa.ipan, going in a southerly d;Lrect:Lon to
avoid a typhoon,

USS TARAWA reversed course and announced Tokyo Bey as the next stop.

USS TARAWA moored in Tokyo Bay near Yokosuka. '

ENCLOSURE "AR TO BOMBING SQUADRO UR_HIS RICAL BEPORI‘

e e e



II. mm.mvz '

Bombing Squadron Four, a conxponenb of Air Group Four, Air Force, Atlantic

- Flee'b;m,g‘ yas aboard the USS TARAWA at NOB, Horfolk Virginia on 28 Jtme' 1946, and had
Been in comnission since 12 May 1945. ICDR H, W. Calhoun was the Gomna.nding Oi’ficér :
and ICIR G. E. Miller was the Executive Officer. |

On this date (28 June 1946) the squadron was composed of thirty-three pilots and
twenty-eight enlisted men; twenty-four new SB2C-5 a.iz"cra?t. were assigned to the aqua.drén.r

. The USS TARAWA with Air Group Four aboard left Norfolk for San Diego via Panama
Canal ozi 28 June 1946. The carrier and her destfoyer escort arrived at Colon. Canal .
Zone on 3 July and made the passage through the canal on 5 July, On 8 July l9l;6, the }
USS TARAWA 1eft. Balbea with san Diego as the immediate destinatiom

Bombing :Squadron Four became a shore based squadron at North Island, San Diego,
when it ﬁ.n ashore on }5¢ ﬂﬁy An intensive training. period was begun at. this time o
with emphasis on dive, glide, and toss bombing and FCLP wha“énever pos,sib,l,oi._;

On 23 July the squadron flew aboard the USS TARAWA for the Pacific Fleet Repor;,’-‘ '-
ing In Inspection conducted by Bear Admiral McMahon, Gommnder Carrier Division TWO, :
‘Gperations and inspection contimued until 25 July when the squadron returned to
Korth" Island, The USS TARAWA and Air Group Four were accepted as part of the PaciﬁcA |
Fleet.' - /

On the firsﬁ of August planes were hoisted aboard and Bombing Squadron Four
again became carrier based- aboard the USS TARAWA bound for the Marianas Isla.nds ‘with
Pearl Harbor as an intemm 'stop.

The USS TARAWA moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on 7 August for a -

three day stop. On 11 August, depai'hure was taken for Saipan the ultimate destination.
The ship had a night-fighter squadron and a Marine detachment aboard for transit pur-
poses so no operafiona could be ‘cénducted. On 15 August the USS TARAWA crossed the
INTERNATIONAL Date Line thereby losing a day,

ERCLOSURE "A“ TO BOMBING SQUADRON FOUR HISTORIGAL REPORT
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I;['. 'NARRATIVE (’_cant‘:_d) , ‘
Early on the morning of August 21, ﬁombhng Squadron Four yas‘r‘iAunghod to become
temporarily shore based again, this time, at NAB, Koblér ﬁeld; ‘Saipan. An intgns:’ife
flying and training schedule was immediately set up which stressed dive-bonbing,

‘rocket fire, free and fixed gunnery, and strafing. LST's were available for targets |
once each week and §leeves or banners were always a‘v#iléble as targets. FCLP train-

ing contlmed whenever poss:Lble, but a single strip which was often cross wind was
not ideal for FCLP,

18 September, with due pomp and ceremony, CDR S. L, SILBER, Commander of Air -
Group 'Four, presented Prebeglec, E. A., ACMA of Lonsdale, ‘Rhode Island and v'asa,
C. M., ARMACL of Iisbon Falls, Maine the Presidem.:ml Unit Citation for past duty
with Air Group Four a.boe.rd the USS ESSEX. o | ;

Air Group Four beca.me carrier based aboard the USS TARAWA on 19 Septamher after
preparations for a cruise to Japan and China had been eempleted.. Gperations schednle
fer the peri;ad 20 Sepbember to 27 September included several attacks, with and with—
out live ammo, on spars and the ships of the Task Ferce which was carried out with’
routine prediskoi, | ,} | ,
" On the aoming of September 28 the USS TARAWA moored near Yokosuia in 'rom Bay.’

| ‘ Durmg the permd 28 June to 28 September five p:.lots were detached from the »
gquadx?on and two pilots joined the squadron. One pi:lot who had recently received

“his comnission as USN rechived orders to attend school at UCLA, the other four rec-

eived discharges. Five men of the crew were transferred, four to discharge centers

" and one to the USS TARAWA, | _—

 ENCLOSURE "A" TO BOMBING SQUADRON FOUR HISTORICAL REPORT
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28 Septenber 19463

-

L Octeber 19462

7 Octeber 1946:
11 October 194

15 Octever 194bs -
31 Octeber 1946:

7 November 19462
15 Rovember 1946:

13 December 19462

19 December 19462

28 December 1946:

i e e T S

I GHB.ONOLOGY

Abeard the U.5.S. TARAWA anchered in Takyo Bay, Japan.

Cenmanding Offiders II}BR H. W. GALHQUN, USN. er Niagara
Falle, New Yérk, . A

U.5.8. TARAYIA departed Toky- Bay, Jap'a.n for Sasebo, ‘
Japan, . : .

U.S.S. TARAWA arrived Sasebe, Japan,

U.S.8. m departed Sa.sebe Japan for Ba.ttle

Problem o Teingtao, hiaa.

 U.8.8. TARA!IA arrived 'I.‘singha.o, China,

U.8.8. TARAWA departed ‘Teingtao, Chimé for Battle Problem
rot.irig te Saipan, ﬁariam.a, Islands,

A arrived Saipan, Mariapas Islands, Bembing
flew ashere to beceine temporarily shere

_based at’ N:gr ‘Kebler Field, saipen.

"'-Sqmdron Four redfsi

Lttaék Bquadnn One Lble fler abeard U.S.8. TARAWA for
strikes .on Pagan_ Ie]nnd. ‘

U.8.8. TARM arrived Sa.ipan, llariana.a Islands, Attack
Squadren 'One Able flew ashore te become. tamperairly
shote’ based at NAB, Kobler Fz.eld Saipan, ‘

Attack Squadron Gne Able 'temporan]‘y shore based at
NAB, Kobler Field, Saipan.




o HA.RRATIVE

Bembﬁ.ng Sqmdmn Four, a oomponent of Air Group Fowr, Air Force;. Pacific
Fleet, was aboard the U.S.8. TARAWA anchored at Tokye Bay, Japan, en 28 September
1946, and had been in commission since 12 May 1945. ICDR H. W. CALHOUN was the
squadron's Commanding Officer and LCDR G. E. MII.IER was the Executive Qfﬁcer.

: The U.8.8. TARLWA with Air Group Four abeard departed from Tokyo Bay,
Japan for Sasebo, Japan, on L October 1946, Training heps were flown from the
%263. TARAWA during this time until arriving at &sebo, Ja.pa.n, on 7 Getober

After preparations for the Battle Problem te relieve a fictictious
Marine Garrison at Tsingtao, China were completed, the U.8.S. TARAWA departed
Sasebo, Japan, en 11 Gctober 1946 for Tsingtao China, Many searches and strikes
wepe flown against Task Force Seventy-One by Bombing squadma Four before arriving
at Taingt.ae, China, on 15 Octeber 1946, ‘

The -U.8. 5. TABAWA departed Tsingtao, China, on 31 October 1946 on a
Retirement Battle Problem #With the immediate destimstion ef Saipan, Ea.ria.nas
Islands, Strikes were flown against Task . Force Seventy-One during retiremt.

Bombing Sqmdmn Four became temporanly ‘shore based at NAB Kobler
Field, Saipan when it flew ashere on 7 Nobémber 1946. An intensiye flying
and training schedule was set up which stressed dive-bombing, rocket-fire,
free pﬁd fixed gunnery, strafing, type instmmenbs, navigat:.on, and qualifying
new ots,

Buring this time ashore Bembing Squadren Feur shifted from the

- streamlined CASU system to the FASRON system of aircraft maintenance, The
transition was fpooth and succes: ful as Bombing Sqmdron Four ebtained moet.

of the new peredhnel from the ﬂ.g.s. TARAWA. N

On 15 November 1946 Bembing Squadmn Four was redesignated Attack
Squadron One Able, ‘ .

Bnring ‘the training on Saipan, Attack Squadron me Able lost two aircraft
, due to engine failure. On 27 NoWwember 1946 Ensign T.G. McCLELLAN PSNR of =~
Iayton, Pennsylvania had engine failure near Saipan and mde a.water Jlanding..
He was picked wp by a crash beat frem Tanapag and sustained no injuries. On
I, December 1946 ICDR H.W. CALHOUN USN, of Niagara Falls, New York and VASEL,
C.M. ARMlc USN of Lisbon, Maine had complete engine failure on take off fiom
the U.,S.8. TARAWA during a carrier refresher-hop and made a water landing.

The pilot and radieman were picked up by the deatreyer escort with no injuries
to personnel, .

On 13 December 1946 Attack Squadron One Lble Flew abeard the U,S.S.
TARAWA for a week's cruise, Strikes were flown against Pagan Island. Attack
Squadron One Able again became temporarily shore hased at NAB Kobler F:Leld,
Saipan when it flew ashore on 19 December 1946.
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- On 28 December 1946 Attack squadron Ohe Able was tempor&rﬂy Lah ‘z;a'

bagad on NAB Kebler Field,

. "W ﬁMx~tm Baliﬁted Rn,

n_.

'gan Joined the cqmdren due t :
?ASRQK ;xstam of. aircraft uamtenance.
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11 mmmvz (contra) |

.The Squadren was compos
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