
FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN 
FLEET POST OFFICE 

NEW YORK 09501 -6 103 

DECLASSIFIED 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

5757 
ADMIN/C-CrO/  

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F i g h t e r  Squadron 14 
To: D i r ec to r  o f  Naval His tory  (0p-O~BH) 

Subj:  SUBMISSION OF 1987 COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAV 5750-1) (u) 

Ref: (a)  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl:  ( 1 )  Biography of  Commanding O f f i c e r  (CDR D. M. CHOPP) ( u )  
( 2 )  Photo o f  Squadron A i r c r a f t  ( u )  , 

( 3 )  O f f i c e r ' s  & Enl i s t ed  Roster  ( u )  
( 4 )  End o f  Cru ise  Release ( u )  
(5)  Family Grams (u)  

1. ( u )  Command Composition and Organizat ion.  

a .  ( u )  F i g h t e r  Squadron FOURTEEN, nicknamed t h e  TOPHATTERS, is p a r t  of 
Commander, C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing THREE deployed aboard USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY (CV 6 7 ) .  VF- 
14 is  home based a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Oceana and has  I2 F - 1 4 ~  TOMCATS ass igned .  

b. (u) The mission of  F i g h t e r  Squadron FOURTEEN is  t o  i n t e r c e p t  and des t roy  
enemy a i r c r a f t  and a n t i - s h i p  c r u i s e  missiles i n  a l l  weather cond i t i ons  and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  and main ta in  l o c a l  a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y .  

c. (u) Newer long range a i r c r a f t  with long range a i r - t o - su r f ace  as well a s  
su r f ace - to - su r f ace  missiles have cont inued t o  be a l a r g e  concern f o r  B a t t l e  Group 
Commanders. The F-14A TOMCAT wi th  i ts  mul t i - t r ack  r ada r  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ECCM 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  p l u s  t h e  AWG-g/PHOENIX weapon system is t h e  p la t form most capable  t o  
oppose t h e s e  t h r e a t s  now and i n  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e .  Throughout 1987, VF-14 continued 
t o  t r a i n  f o r  such t h r e a t s  and t o  maximize t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  F-14. 

2. (c )  Chronology: 

01 - 02 J A N :  
03 - 05 J A N :  
06 - 15 J A N :  
I 6  - 28 JAM: 
25 JAM: 
29 - 30 JAN:  
01 - 05 FEB: 
06 - 11 FEB: 
13 - 21 FEB: 
22 FEB: 
23 FEB - 02 MAR: 
03 MAR - 01 APR: 
02- 30 APR: 

I n p o r t  - Palma de Mallorca,  Spain w 

Enroute p o r t  v i s i t ,  Cannes, France 
I n p o r t  - Cannes, France 
MED OPS 
MISSILEX-AIM-9L 
I n p o r t  - Malaga, Spain 
MED OPS with USS NIMITZ (CVM-68) 
I n p o r t  - Haifa ,  I s r a e l  
MED OPS with USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) 
Outchop MED 
TRANSLANT, r e t u r n  NAS Oceana 
Squadron Standdown, Post-Cruise 
Turnaround Tra in ing  
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01 - 11 MAY: 

12 MAY - 13 JUL: 
14 JUL - 07 AUG: 
08 - 27 AUG: 
28 AUG - 16 SEP: 

19 - 26 SEP: 
22 OCT: 

26 OCT: 
07 - 08 NOV: 
15 - 23 NOV: 

MISSILEX,  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Roosevelt  Roads, Puerto Rico 
2 AEM-54~ 
2 AIM-TF/M 
2 ATM-7F/M 
5 ATM-gL/M 

Turnaround Tra in ing  
FFARP v s  VF-43 Chal lengers  
Turnaround Tra in ing ,  F i e ld  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
CV OPS, USS JOHN F. KENNEDY ( ~ ~ - 6 7 ) ,  i n  suppor t  of 
Boston, MA and Po r t l and ,  ME detachment 
CONSTANT PEG, NAS Fa l lon  
Change of Command, CDR D.M. Chopp r e l i e v e s  CDR P.W. 
Bower a s  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  VF-14 
Q U I C K  THRUST, Char les ton  OP a r e a  
SAND EAGLE, NAS Pensacola 
CV/ ISE  OPS, USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY (CV-67) 
VACAPS OP a r e a  
CV/REFTRA, USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67) 

3. ( u )  Na r r a t i ve  VF-14: 

a .  ( u )  Began 1987 en joying  t h e i r  ho l iday  i n p o r t  per iod  i n  Palma 
de Mal lorca ,  Spain.  The squadron completed s e v e r a l  NATO e x e r c i s e s  dur ing  t h e i r  
first 4 months i n  t h e  MED, apply ing  t h e i r  ACM exce l l ence  a g a i n s t  t he  U.S., I t a l i a n ,  
French, and Turkish a i r  f o r c e s .  

b .  ( u )  On January 3 ,  1987, du r ing  n i g h t  recovery ope ra t i ons  while  embarked 
onboard USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) i n  t he  c e n t r a l  Mediterranean Sea ,  a i r c r a f t  106, 
BUN0 159431, d r i f t e d  r i g h t  on a long b o l t e r .  AC 106 impacted an A-6 spo t t ed  on the  
bow and crashed a t  s e a .  Fourteen t o  twenty f o o t  s e a s  and 35 knot winds hampered 
rescue  e f f o r t s ,  bu t  both a i r c r ew  were recovered with minor i n j u r i e s .  Class I fCv  
damage was i ncu r r ed  by t h e  A-6. No f l i g h t  deck i n j u r i e s  were sus t a ined  and t h e  
sma l l  f l i g h t  deck f i r e  was ex t inguished .  

c. ( u )  Revis i ted  Cannes, France onboard USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) p r i o r  t o  
conduct ing j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n s  with h e r  replacement ,  USS NIMITZ (CVN-68). 

d .  ( u )  Completed a f l a w l e s s ,  no-notice ATM-7F (sparrow) m i s s i l e  shoot .  This 
m i s s i l e  culminated t h e  IWSR e x e r c i s e  f o r  t h e  USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67). 

e m  ( u )  Earned an  Outstanding dur ing  t h e  Mid-cruise co r ros ion /ma te r i a l  a u d i t .  
This  is e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because VF-14 f l y s  some of t he  o l d e s t  Tomcats i n  t he  
inventory .  

f .  ( u )  During t h e  hos tage  c r i s i s  i n  Lebanon, t h e  TOPHATTERS and t h e  USS JOHN 
F. KENNEDY (CV-67) r e jo ined  t h e  USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) i n  t h e  Eas te rn  Mediterranean. 
Af te r  a show of  f o r c e  with a 2 C a r r i e r  B a t t l e  Group presence ,  t h e  KENNEDY depar ted  
t h e  MED t o  a r r i v e  i n  Norfolk on March 3 rd ,  two weeks a f t e r  h e r  o r i g i n a l  scheduled 
a r r i v a l  d a t e .  

g .  ( u )  Worked multi-mission s o r t i e s  t o  maximize l i m i t e d  f l i g h t  time (reduced 
tempo of  OPS pe r  a i rwing  d i r e c t i v e  t o  conserve O P T A R ) ~  



---. -z 
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h .  ( u )  Received t h e  FOD awareness  award f o r  t h e  c r u i s e .  

i. ( c )  Performed s e v e r a l  gunnery banner  tows from USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY 
(CV 67). These e v e n t s  r e q u i r e d  c a r e f u l  p lann ing  between t h e  s h i p  and a i r w i n g  team, 
a s  w e l l  a s  F i g h t e r  Wing ONE c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l s .  

j. ( u )  A t t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  a v i a t i o n  m i l e s t o n e s ;  CDR Dan Chopp 
recorded  h i s  1000th C a r r i e r  A r r e s t e d  Landing,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  2500th F-14 f l i g h t  
hour .  CDR P h i l  Bower s u r p a s s e d  t h e  3000 hour  t o t a l  f l i g h t  t ime p l a t e a u .  LCDR J . W .  
O r r i s o n  r e c o r d e d  h i s  400th  KENNEDY t r a p  and h i s  2000th Tomcat f l i g h t  hour .  Also,  
LCDR Ter ry  P a r s o n s ,  LCDR Rick N e i d l i n g e r ,  and LT B i l l  Ermolovich recorded t h e i r  
1500th F-14 Tomcat f l i g h t  hour .  

k .  ( u )  Placed second i n  t h e  Airwing "Tophook Compet i t ionn w i t h  a 3.43 squadron 
hook s c o r e  f o r  t h e  c r u i s e .  

1. (C) Forwarded s e v e r a l  i n n o v a t i v e  recommendations i n  r e p l y  t o  a 
r e q u e s t  by t h e  Naval F i g h t e r  Weapons School ,  N A S  Miramar, San Diego, CA. 

m. (C) S u c c e s s f u l l y  f i r e d  e l e v e n  f o r  e l e v e n  m i s s i l e s  d u r i n g  a May 1987 
m i s s i l e  s h o o t  a t  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Roosevel t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico. The s h o o t  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  2 Phoenix,  4 Sparrow, and 5 Sidewider  m i s s i l e s .  

n .  ( u )  Placed first d u r i n g  t h e  F i g h t e r  Derby p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Annual F i g h t e r  
F l i n g ,  compi l ing  t h e  b e s t  k i l l  r a t i o  of  a l l  e a s t  c o a s t  F-14 squadrons  a g a i n s t  a 2 
v s  6 s c e n a r i o  w i t h  t h e  VF-43 wChal lengers .n  

0. ( u )  Was recognized  by COMFITWING ONE f o r  hav ing  12 UP j e t s  and - z e r o  NORS 
d u r i n g  tu rnaround  t r a i n i n g .  

p .  ( u )  Embarked f o r  CV o p e r a t i o n s  onboard t h e  USS JOHN F a  KENNEDY (CV-67) i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  Boston,  MA and P o r t l a n d ,  Maine detachment 28 AUG - 16 SEP 88. 

q. (C) Engaged i n  advanced ACM t r a i n i n g  a g a i n s t  A i r  Force  F -4 ' s  and F-5's a s  
p a r t  o f  CONSTANT PEG, NAS F a l l o n .  

r .  (C) P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  Orange A i r  e x e r c i s e  Q U I C K  THRUST i n  October a t  t h e  
C h a r l e s t o n  OP a r e a .  

s .  ( c )  Por t rayed  Thi rd  World f i g h t e r s  and used S o v i e t  t a c t i c s  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. 
A i r  Force  as a p a r t  o f  t h e  SAND EAGLE e x e r c i s e  a t  N A S  Pensacola  and E g l i n  AFB, 
F l o r i d a .  

t .  (C) Completed h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  detachments  i n  
November and December. F i g h t e r  s u p p o r t  he lped  t h e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY s u c c e s s f u l l y  
complete  t h e  a i r  i n t e r c e p t / g r o u n d  c o n t r o l  t r a i n i n g  a s p e c t s  of  REFTRA. 

u. ( u )  Hosted F i v e  S t a r  P roduc t ion  Company d u r i n g  November CQ detachment a s  
t h e  ABC TV movie llSUPERCARRIERv was be ing  f i l m e d .  

V.  ( u )  Flew o v e r  3550 a c c i d e n t  f r e e  hours  f o r  t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1987. 
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4. (u) S t a t i s t i c s  and Support ive Documents (CALENDAR YEAR 1987) 

a .  ( u )  F l i g h t  Hours. 

(1 )  (C) To ta l  Hours Flown: 3576.0 

( a )  Day : 2895.4/80.90% 
( b )  Night: 680.6/19.10% 
( c )  Primary Missions: 3518.1/98.3% 
( d l  S o r t i e s  Completion Rate: 2128 scheduled / 2046 flown: 96.1% 

( 2 )  ( c )  To ta l  Hours Ashore: 2470.5 

( a )  Day: 2071.2/83.8$ 
( b )  Night: 399.3/16.2$ 

( 3 )  ( C )  To t a l  Embarked Hours: 1105.5 

( a )  Day: 745.0/67.3% 20.7% t o t a l  
( b )  Night: 360.5/32.7% 10.0% t o t a l  

( 4 )  (c )  To ta l  S o r t i e s  Ashore: 1546 

(a)  Day: 1315/85% 
( b )  Night: 231/15$ 

(5 )  ( C )  To ta l  S o r t i e s  Embarked: 612 

( a )  Day: 385/63% 
( b )  Night: 227/37% 

b. ( u )  Shipboard Landings. 

( 1  ) (C) Tota l  C a r r i e r  Arrested Landings: 947 

(a)  Day: 622/67.5% 
(b)  Night : 325/32.5% 

( 2 )  (u) C a r r i e r  Landing Grades. 

(a)  Day Grades/Boarding Rate: 3.220/90.91% 
( b )  Night Grades/Boarding Rate: 3.314/90.38% 
( c )  Ove ra l l  Grade/Boarding Rate: 3.252/90.73% 
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c .  ( u )  Achievements i n  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y .  

Date of l a s t  Alpha F l i g h t / F l i g h t  Re la ted  Mishap: 0 3  January 1987 
F l i g h t  Hours s i n c e  l as t  Alpha F l i g h t / F l i g h t  Re la ted  Mishap: 3,556.0 
Alpha F l i g h t / F l i g h t  Re la ted  Mishaps: 1 
Bravo F l i g h t / F l i g h t  Re la ted  Mishaps: 1 
Alpha Ground Mishaps: 0 
Hazard Repor t s  Submit ted:  4 
NATOPS Changes Submit ted : 8 
A c c i d e n t i a l  F a t a l i t i e s / I n j u r i e s :  
ALFA, LIMA, UNIFORM: 0 
BRAVO: 0 
CHARLIE: 0 
Number o f  QDRtS Submitted:  7 
Number S a f e t y  Re la ted  A r t i c l e s  Submit ted/Publ ished:  1/1 
Number o f  F l i g h t  V i o l a t i o n s :  0 
Number o f  Explosive  Ordnance Mishaps Submit ted:  0 
Number o f  PROS o f  t h e  Week: 0 
Number o f  S a f e t y  Standdowns/Reviews Conducted: 10 
S a f e t y  Survey by Outs ide  Organ iza t ion :  0 
S p e c i a l  Awards Received: 1 
Other  S a f e t y  Re la ted  I t ems  : 
Hazardous M a t e r i a l  Repor t s  - 8 
TECH Pub Def ic iency  Repor t s  - 9 
Engineer ing  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  Requests  - 9 
FOD F r e e  Days: 184 Days ( l a s t  FOD 01 J u l y  87) 

d .  (C) M i s s i l e  F i r i n g  by BUNO. 

AIRCRAFT 
159014 
16269 1 
16269 1 
16270 1 
16269 1 
159453 
159433 
159453 
161 145 
16270 1 
16270 1 
159463 
159463 
161 145 

e .  (C) Ordnance Expendi tu re  1987 

TYPE MISSILE 
AIM-9L 
ATM-9L 
AEM-54A 
ATM-9L 
AIM-7M 
AEM-54~ 
ATM- 9M 
AIM-7F 
ATM- 9M 
ATM-9L 
ATM-7F 
ATM-7F 
ATM- 7F 
AIM-'IF 

Number A l l o c a t e d  
N/A 
N/A 

RESULT/REMARKS 
D i r e c t  H i t  
L e t h a l  Miss 
L e t h a l  Miss 
D i r e c t  H i t  
L e t h a l  Miss 
L e t h a l  Miss 
Direct H i t  
L e t h a l  Miss 
L e t h a l  Miss 
D i r e c t  H i t  
L e t h a l  Miss 
Miss 
L e t h a l  Miss 
Miss 

Number F i r e d  
15,949 

1,227 



f .  ( u )  To ta l  Number of  FOD Occurrences: 

(1 )  1 FOD 
(2 )  FOD Rate: 0.28 p e r  1000 f l i g h t  hours  

g . ( u )  Combat Readiness In spec t ions  and Exerc i ses .  

(1 )  In spec t ion  Resul t s .  

ORE - N/A 
Command Inspec t ion  - CFW-1 ADMAT: SAT 
Corrosion Cont ro l  
1 CFW-1 Post  c r u i s e  - SAT/EXCELLENT - 
2 CFW-1 Turnaround- N/A - 
CWTPI - N/A 
NTPI - N/A 
IWSR - SAT 
M R C I  - N/A 
CNAL Maint Advisory Team:  SAT/^^ Apr i l  87 
Command NATOPS Evaluat ion:  
1 Boldface: 3.8 - 
2 Closed Book: 3.3 - 
3 Open Book: 4.0 - 
4 Comments: EXCELLENT, No Discrepenc ies  - 

5. (u) Enclosures  ( 1 ) through (5 )  a r e  forwarded f o r  suppor t ing  documents. 

/9n/e[Lqdd~ 
D. M.  CHOPP 

C l a s s i f i e d  by OPNAVINST 5510.1G 
Dec la s s i fy  on OADR 



CWOPP, DANIEL M. 
STRICKLMID, PETER B. 

ldWDRY, HENRY G. JR 
MILLER, ITWARTI M. 
W H ,  ]EMNAL;D J. 
NEIDLINGER, ERIC C. 
rnISrn, JOHN W. 
PARSCNS, TERRY L. 

. SMITH, SHPJlW M. 

BAUR, PETER C. 
BIMNM', 77doMfS E. 
CLWIENTE, m N .  
DEramY, DOUGLAS J. 
DOYLE, PATRICK W. 
GULLIVER, Jm S. 
LA-CE, DAVID L. 
lYJARmIrn, Alvrmw M. 
MENZ, KEITH B. 
REDDEN, JEFFREY S. 
RICE, CHRISTQPrn W. 
RICH, lvANmAM K. 
ROACH, RrnALL D. 

"S, NWKE. 
- SMITH, J m B .  

- VALEN,MICHAELJ. 
lmms, JOHN C. 

r n I N G ,  7lmMAs M. 
F m ,  JEFrnY T. 
Mcl3KZ3, KEVIN G. 
MILIKAN, MARK E. 
PA1 SMY, WI LL I AM M. 
W I m ,  fxlcmS3 w. 

LTJG 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LTJG 
LTJG 

Cmanding Officer 
Executive Officer 

WINT Material Control 
Personnel Officer 
Asst Maintenance Officer 
Safety Officer 
Operations Officer 
JMaintenance Officer 
Adninistration Officer 

Schedules Officer 
RIO Training Officer 
Asst Operations Officer 
AV/WPS Division Officer 
Asst Safety Officer 
Aircraft Division Officer 
Maintenance Control 
Pilot Training Officer 
Legal OfficerlPAO 
First Lieutenant Officer 
LSO/NATOPS 
Training Officer 
Quality Control Office 
Airframes Branch Offi 
Line Division Officer 
PR Branch Officer 
I W  Branch Officer 

Power Plants Branch Of 
AE Branch Officer 
Coffee Mess Officer 
Mater ial Officer 
Asst Operations Office 
Educational Services 

Tactical Intelligence 

Ordnance Officer 

Enclosure (3) 



LT RANDALL D. ROACl-1 
LT!MARKN. CL;ENIENTE 
LT JEFFREY S. REDEN 
LT JON S. GUWLIVER 
LT NEONY M. MAIKHIW 
LT JEFF B. SMITH 
LT PATfeICK We DOYLE 
LT lYlMWMM K. RICH 

LTJG M. m I N G  
LTJG MARE E. NILIKAN 
LTJG KEVIN G. lb'kHW3 

D R  lXINAU3 J. NASH 
LClDR ERIC C. WIDLINGEX 
ILIX HENRY G. LAM4RY JR. 

LT CHRISTOPHEE We RICE 
LT E(EITk1 B. R/IENT;Z 
LT MICMAEL J. VALEN 
LT PEEE C. BAUPt 
LT ll-DM43 E. BRANM' 
LT NWiK E. lXKNEsS 
LT W W  J. DENNlBY 
LT Jam C. l&claB 

LTJG JEFFjERY T. HUNTER 
LTJG RKXNE We WITlaOCf( 
LTJG WILLIAM M. PAISLEY 

ENS V I C I W  W. MIBE CNO2 crHARLES R. T. NJANER 

AVCNI CARL C. P A W  JR. - (3ZMAND lUASTER CHIEF 
AFCNI LARRY K. SINK - l V A I m C E  MTER CHIEF 

AECS (AW) JAMES W. KAD1LECIK AD23 (AW) BAJ3RY D. WXD 

YNC(AW) B R I M  L. M C  ROBEElT D. KINCElXY 
AMSC-S J. W. CHAN A q  ROBERfk J. M Y  
E ( A W )  VINCENT C. COOK YNC SOCrrrY R. McZm 
ATC(AW) JiDhARD W. ClXDWIN AOC(AW) GLENN B. Nl3'hSm 
M 3 C  lZDWRD F. IK)FFNSAN JR. AOC RANDY J. m U T  
AEC(AtV) T. JAacSON 

Enclosure ( 3 )  



FIRST QASS PEITY QFFIQWS 

1987 SAIUR CE "ME YEAR -- AZ1 WILLIAM L. W m  

AD1 WIUIArVI T. AYARS 
AMEl CARL E. BLIMLINE 
AMH1 R A '  Bo 
AD1 CLIFTUN C. BRAM)ES 
NCl (AW) MEBILL K. BUNING JR. 
AEl RANDELL L. CRAIG 
A01 MICHAEL A. FMICIPJ 
AEl ELVIN FEIEEEt 
AM31 NESm G. aNzALES 
AKl STEPHEN L. m I m I N I  
ANHI (AW) DAVID W. KI?TLE 
AEl m "A" E((3CH 

AQ1 ALLAN M. MNKl3WZY 
AT1 MICHAEL M I N O  
A01 JCEN T. PEENN 
AD1 RICHARD R. PLAN 
AQl MAURICE E. RALSTW 
M l  MICHAEL "R" RE.lmAN 
ANIS1 LARRY D. ROBERTS 
YN1 JANIES M. TISHKO 
Azl WILLI~ L. w m  
PNl J m  A. lwmELER JR. 
PNl WILLIAM B. ZEMFB 

AS32 m1m A. A K m K  
AN62 FLOYD W. J. BAKE33 
AMS2(AW) PAmICK L. BENOIT 
AQ2 JAMES P. BRAY 
AK2 DAZ;E E, CMPBELL 
AK2 WTER W. ClXYlELL 
ANM2 STEPrn D. CRmKILrn 
PI32 GKEEE V. DAVIS 
A432 WURICE DW(XJSH1RIE 
m 2  BRIAN W. =Y 
a 2  WYNE S. FExNANDEz 
AQ2 BENNY J. FIaGS 
N1S2 TY A. FRY 
AT2 RI7KFiIE A. GIIBERT 
AZ2(AW) BERNARD B. aOAD 
A02 KENNETH B. GREEN 
AD2 DWIN R. HALL 
m2 DAVID J. HENDHIS~ 
AQ2 RICHARD Em HERNlAN 
IIM2 RSEG1NAL;D HINS(XJ 
AM32 VINCENT C. HIX 
AD2 KEVIN m m Y  
A02 STEVEN G. m m  
AME2 WILLIAM R. HUFF 
ANIE2 TUWY D. JENKINS 

PN2 (AW) BRIAN A. KDVALCHIK 
AE2 DAVID B. KYLE 
AD2 PAUL M. M B E  
A132 LEROY LATASA 
AWE2 MARK E, N14NNING 
AM32 J m  S. MArnIE 
AE2 S m  R. U m I N  
AT2 JAMES G. KNEIL 
AZ2 STEPHEN P. MILLER 
AD2 WVIN J, POCME 
AWH2 MARK B. PlxfmnTE 
AD2 CUWNCE E. RARICK 
AM32 'll-nws W. RrnEWSKI 
AQ2 CLAUDE N. SALISBURY JR. 
A02 MICHAEL W. s m  
AT2 JEFFREY A. S H A m  
AK2 GBALD L. SFDBUXK 
A02 KEITH SMITH 
DK2 MICHAEL A. SMIm 
AT2 WILLIAM J. SYDE 
AK2 MICHAEL v m m  
ANIS2(AW) MICHAEL T. WILLIAMS 
Ah"H2 W H  E. WILLIAMS 
AT2(AW) T. MOOD 
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AD3 CECIL T. ALEXANDER 
m 3  ~m D. ALEXANDER 
AD3 EDDIE A. A m 1 0  
AE3 ADRIAN I3ormm 
AE3 JANlES G. BRA?YMN 
AMH3 PAUL A. Bl33N 
AZ3 DANIEL S.  EEKJhNX 
AM33 DAVID G. cXRTEX 
M 3  JEFFFU3Y W. CDLVIN 
AK3 J r n  NI* CDYLE 
M 3  ma Re CURTIS 
ANIS3 D a u w  L. DAN- 
AM33 GARY S. EHLIN 
A03 S m  G. EVANS 
AD3 l3AMN S. GALIBUI' 
AT3 CHRISTOPHER A. GRIFFIN 
ANM3 .ANmEwmm 
ANIE3 l.AanEL A* HENRY 
AMS3 FDY A. HERRING 
AT3 TJXNAS C. HESS 
ANIE3 P m  HRISTOV ma 

AQ3 STEVEN D. HUFF 
A133 LQTEDNY E. JONNSm 
ANH3 lvlARK J. lAEmsA 
AD3 DAVID A. h;EGARD JR. 
ANIS3 STEVEN 7'. MAE3RY 
AD3 ELdVlERB. ll'mcyz 
AE3 KENNEIHD. MILLER I 1  
YN3 JMARIa NOWLIN JR. 
AK3 MILES D. P A a  
AM33 WILLIAM E. PENDLETUSI 
m 3  TCKX) M. PRICE 
AZ3 JERRY K. W A Y  
AM33 ERIC D. mUSX 
AQ3 R A m  E. RIJSSELL 
AD3 MAlEtL J. SEILER 
AMS3 DANIEL J. SHARPE 
AD3 ERIC J. llXlMPSa 
AE3 JOGEPX G. TRACEY 
AE3 ANGEL V I W P A M X )  
A23 MIcHAEL L. WTKINS 
ANH3 mDE A. YOUNGKEN 
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M A A  KEVIN D. AHL;ERS 
ADAN JEFFREY T. A L L F m  
PRAN lXRNQU3 He ALLEN 
ATAN (lMF3ES E. ALLISON 
AN TI= K, A L W  
WSN TERtY R. ANEEhB 
AN HEMEY G. ASISTIN 
AA HERBEIM' Ye BAUTISTA 
AN ALAN J* IBm 
AOAA ERIC S. BUXM 
AN rnBEFa' C. m1m 
AN REGINALD We B m  
m LESPlER D, B m  
AN NATHAN mm 
ANlEAN SEBASTIANO L. DIMNDA 
AN CHAR;LES C. m E R  me 

AN IumK A. F0ST.m 
AN DAVID "S" FlJENTES 
Ao.AA DAVID A. FURIN 
AN hN3K W, GAMBLE 
AN JAMES E. GEE I11 
AA JO§EPH L. GILES 
MAN WILLIAM E. HALL 
AA MITCHELL L. HU!YI' 
AA PAUL E. ISAAC 
AN AN JAMES L. IS- 
AKAR SUNGH. KIM 
ATAN ANTPHCNY K. KISER 
A w  JCWM L. KOVAR 
AN s m  L. LABADIE 
ADAA JAMES lAXMELL I I 
AN ANTHONY Re  NIAm 
A w  SOOT A. NgXALL 

A A m N . A m E . m T H  
AN l.mmD Be n m E I E  
ADAN JOHN v. M I m V I a  JR, 
AMEAN WILLIAM R. MI- JR. 
AA KUIM' D. na3SELER 
AR BRADFrn J NlUNSEY 
AA CURTIS 0. PDRl'WN 
AN TXXTAS Eo CRX=NI JR. 
AA m I E  Be P r n Y  
Ao.. ROBEElg "L" PlTlmmAN 
AOAA DAVIDA, PIZER 
mAN my N* PLwlLEE 
AN aoVERNaR Lo rnBINS0N 
AN TERENCE T. RUIX) 
AA KIRK A. SADE;RS 
AN WIUIAM D. SAVAG JR. 
ANESN DAIkY1, J. S A W  
PRAN LmNAFa F. s m m  
ANMAA MASSAN Y, SHARPE 
ADAA IDBIZEU' L, SHEPPARD 
AN WILLIAM J. SINBANK 
ADAN JHNXILL G. SKAN 
A T ?  JOHN A, S- 
AN DEXTER S. TATldVl 
ANIiIARoLJDR. m 
!WEAN DMIEL L. VAVRIK 
AR JANlES A, l4AURX 
AEAN WILLIAM 0. IEEEWZR 
AN DARFKEN W I T E  
AZAA ERIC Me WINGEDVE 
AN AlJ?m J. Wimp 
AN M . C E  M e  YOUNG 
AAEDlURD I .  ZIRKllE 
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END OF CRUISE RELEASE 

I n  t h e  wake o f  h u r r i c a n e  Char ley ,  t h e  VF-14 TOPHATTERS o f  CVW-3 and t h e  USS 
J O H N  F. KENNEDY (CV-67) d e p a r t e d  Nor fo lk /Vi rg in ia  Beach on August 18,  1986, f o r  
a 6 month Medi te r ranean  c r u i s e .  A f t e r  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  t h e  Kennedy 
dropped anchor  i n  Rota,  Spa in  and conducted a t h r e e  day t u r n o v e r  w i t h  h e r  
p r e d e c e s s o r  t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66). 

A f t e r  conduc t ing  some r o u t i n e  o p e r a t i o n s  and a p o r t  c a l l  i n  Benidorm, Spa in ,  
and Toulon,  France t h e  TOPHATTERS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  NATO 
e x e r c i s e  "Display Dete rmina t ions  86." VF-14 f l e w  a number ACM s o r t i e s  v e r s u s  
French F-8's and Super  En tendards ,  (from t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  Foch) I t a l i a n  F- 
104 ' s  and Turk i sh  F-4's ,  F-5's and F-104's. Throughout t h i s  e x e r c i s e  VF-14 - 
e n t e r t a i n e d  o f f i c e r s  from t h e  I t a l i a n  and French Navies.  The TOPHATTER Aircrew 
were a b l e  t o  b r i e f  and d e b r i e f  t h e  f o r e i g n  o f f i c e r s  on t a c t i c s  used on m i s s i o n s  
i n v o l v i n g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  

Sandwiched between v i s i t s  t o  H a i f a ,  I s r a e l ,  and T r i e s t e ,  I t a l y  was t h e  
e x e r c i s e  9tSeawind.w T h i s  e x e r c i s e  was predominant ly  low l e v e l  s t r i k e  e s c o r t s  
o v e r  Egypt. 

A f e w  more days  o f  normal o p e r a t i o n s  and a qu ick  s t o p  i n  Naples ,  I t a l y  
preceeded "Operat ion Poopdeck." T h i s  e x e r c i s e  p i t t e d  VF-14 and CVW-3 a g a i n s t  
t h e  A i r  F o r c e s  o f  Spa in  and t h e  United S t a t e s .  The Spanish f l e w  F-18's and 
Mirage F-1's  w h i l e  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  A i r  Force  opposed w i t h  F-16% and F - 1 5 ' ~ ~  
Morocco was n e x t  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  "Afr ican Eagle." The Moroccans f l e w  Mirage F- 
I t s ,  F-4 's ,  F-5's  and were a i d e d  by A i r  Force  F-15's. The f l y i n g ,  which was 
p redomina t ly  ACM, proved i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h i s  November 
e x e r c i s e .  

Cannes, F rance  was t h e  Thanksgiving p o r t  o f  c a l l !  During December t h e  
TOPHATTERS conducted r o u t i n e  Medi te r ranean  o p e r a t i o n s ,  v i s i t i n g  Naples ,  I t a l y  
and t h e n  Palma de Mal lo rca ,  Spa in  f o r  t h e  Hol idays ,  

Throughout t h e  c r u i s e  a number o f  TOPHATTER a i r c r e w  a t t a i n e d  v a r i o u s  
a v i a t i o n  m i l e s t o n e s .  CDR Dan Chopp, t h e  Execu t ive  O f f i c e r ,  r ecorded  h i s  100oth 
C a r e e r  A r r e s t e d  Landing,  a f e a t  ach ieved  by on ly  a s e l e c t  few. CDR Chopp a l s o  
became a "Quadruple  Cen tur ion  w i t h  h i s  400th  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY " t r a p w  w h i l e  
r e c o r d i n g  h i s  2500th F-14 Tomcat hour .  CDR P h i l  Bower, t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
s u r p a s s e d  t h e  3000 hour  t o t a l  f l i g h t  t ime p l a t e a u  a s  well a s  becoming a 
nCentur ionw w i t h  100 JFK a r r e s t m e n t s ,  

LCDR J. W. O r r i s o n  became a "Quadruple  Cen tur ionw w i t h  h i s  400th Kennedy 
t r a p .  LCDR Ter ry  Parsons  and LT B i l l  Ermolovich became " T r i p l e  Cen t ru r ions . "  
LT Ermolovich a l s o  recorded  h i s  1500th F-14 Tomcat f l i g h t  hour .  LCDR Rick 
N e i d l i n g e r  recorded  h i s  1500th Tomcat hour  and became a l tCenturionvt w h i l e  LCDR 
A 1  Myers s u r p a s s e d  1000 F-14 h o u r s  becoming a JFK lTCentur ionn,  The f o l l o w i n g  
TOPHATTERS became USS JFK "Centurions:" LCDR Gary J a c k ,  LCDR Kurt  Smith ,  LCDR 
Shawn Smith ,  LT Mike S o t t u n g ,  LT N i e l  G o l i g h t l y ,  LT A 1  P r i t c h a r d ,  LT A 1  Oka, LT 
Don Brady, LT Jon G u l l i v e r ,  LT Mark Marchione, LT Dennis Cohan, LT J e f f  Smith ,  
LT S t e v e  L e s l i e ,  LT P a t  Doyle, LT Mark Rich,  LT C h r i s  Rice ,  LT Mike Valen,  LT 
P e t e  Baur,  ET Tom Brand t ,  and LTJG Mark Rogness. 
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VF-14 faired extremely well in the "Tophook m e t i  tion" for the first line 
period. The TOPHA- placed second in the Airwing with a 3.43 squadron hook 
score. LT Don Brady finished among the top ten individuals of (;VW-3 with a 
score of 3.62. 

Maintenance wise the ' 8 0 ~ ~  continue to own some very impressive 
records. W-14 has recorded over 600 consecutive FC9) free days, a feat equalled 
by few. The TOPHA= also earned an Oustanding on the recent Mid-cruise 
Corrosion/material Audit. This is especially significant because VF-14 flys 
sane of the oldest Tancats in the inventory. 

VF-14 maintained the highest state of readiness throughout the cruise. The 
TOPMA= were always poised to operate near and below the "Line of Death." 
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