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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
X AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

VF=14/W1C sar
Ser: 031
31 July 1951

-

From: Coamending Officer
To: Office of the Chief of Naval Operatioms
(Attn: Aviation History & Research Section, Op=-504F)

Subj: Semi-Annuel Historical Report, submission of
Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction Noe 5752 of 12 Jume 1951

Encl: (1) VF-14 Historicel Outline for period 1 January 1951
through 30 June 1951

le In campliance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is herewith
subtmitted.
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HISTORICAL REPORT

FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN

Cameand ing Officer:
ICDR R. C. COATS, USN
Hometown:

Executive Officer:
I1CDR F. B. CRADDOCK, USNR
Hemotowm:

1 January 1951

7 January 1951

10 January 1951

20 January 1951
23 January 1951
31 January 1951
3 February 1951
6 February 1951

12 February 1951 =
13 February 1951

16 February 1951

SONEDEN i

10 June 1950
Delhi, Louisians

1 December 1950
Van, Texas

Fighter Sauadron FOURTEEN temporarily shore
based at NeAdSe, Jacksonville, Florida,
under the operational control of Commender
Fleet Air, Jacksonville.

Flew eighteen (18) F4U-5's and transported
remaining officers and men via govermment
air to NeAeSe, Norfolk, Virginiae Loaded
eighteen (18) planes aboard the U.S.S.
WRIGHT (CVLe49), moored at NeOeBe., Norfolke

Based aboard the U.S.S. WRIGHT (CVL=49),
departed Norfolk for the Mediterranean Sea

as part of Task Force 87,1, under the
operational control of Commander SIXTH Fleete

U.S.5. WRIGHT (CVL=-49) arrived Gibraltar;
departed 22 January 1951.

UeSeSe WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Oran, Algiers;
departed 24 January as Task Unit 1604242

UeS.S. WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Augusta, Sicily;
departed 2 February 195l.

U.SeSe WRIGHT (CVL=49) arrived Naples, Italy;
departed 5 February 1951.

U.S.S. WRIGHT (CVL=49) arrived Palermo, Sicily;
departed 11 February 1951,

Participated in operations with the British
Fleete

Conduoted fly=over of Greeces
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17 February 1951 U.S.5. WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Suda Bay,
Crete; departed 21 February 1951.

22 February 1951 U.S.Se WRIGHT (CVL~49) arrived Rhodes Island,
Greece; departed 26 February 1951

2 March 1951 U.S+Se WRIGHT (CVL=49) arrived Beirut,
lebanon; departed 6 March 1951.

8 March 1951 U.S.Se WRIGHT (CVL%49) arrived Sude Bay,
Crete; departed next morning.

13 March 1951 = Conducted search for downed PB4Y-2 off the

14 March 1951 western coast of Italy.

16 March 1951 UeSeS. WRIGHT (CVI=49) arrived Golfe Juan,

France; departed 19 March for U.S.A.

30 March 1951 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew fifteen (15)
Corsairs and transported remaining personnel
via government air to Jacksonville, Florida;

temporarily shore based at N.A.A.S., Cecil
Field.

28 May 1951 Commander Fleet Air, Jacksonville held
Operational Inspection of Fighting FOURTEEN.

8 June 1951 Flow seventeen (17) F4U=5's to NeA.Se,
Norfolk, Virginia and loaded aboard the
U.S.Se SIBONEY (CVE=112), moored at NeOBe,

Norfolke

11 Jwe 1951 Based sboard the U.S.S. SIBONEY (CVE-112),
departed Norfolk for operationse

19 Jume 1951 - Participated in operation AIRDEX EASY.

20 June 1951

21 June 1951 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew sixteen (16)

Corsairs to Jacksonville, Florida; temporarily
shore based at N.A.AS., Cecil Field under

the operational control of Coammander Fleet
Air, Jacksonville.
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The calendar year of 1951 opened with Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN
temporarily shore based at N.A.S., Jacksonville, Floridae The Cammanding
Officer was Lieutenant Commander Robert C. COATS, USN of Delhi, Louisianaj
the Executive Officer was Lieutenant Commander Felix B. CRADDOCK, USNR of
Ven, Texase The squadron consisted of twenty-six (26) officers and ome
hundred twenty-one (121) men, with eighteen (18) F4U-5's on boarde

During the period fram 1 Jenuary 1951 to 30 June 1951, Fighting FOURTEEN
was in Phase III of the training cycles

Close air support exercises with Tactical Air Control Squadron FOUR
camprised the first week in January, during which a:'Ll pilots gained
invaluable training and experience. (8ee Appendix I)

leaving Jacksonville on the seventh of January, Fighting’FOU‘RTEm
departed for Norfolk, Virginia and camenced loading aboard the U.S.S.
WRIGHT (CVL=49)e Then on the tenth of that month, the WRIGHT, with Fighting
FOURTEEN and detachments of Camposite Squadrons FOUR, TWELVE, and THIRTY=
THREE sboard, put to sea for a three (3) months cruise in the Mediterraneane

Only two (2) days of flying were feasible while orossing the Atlantio ]
due to very rough sease

Although the WRIGHT conducted quite intensive and varied operations
while in the Mediterranean, it also made many liberty stops, including
Gibraltar; Oran, Algiers; Augusta, Sicily; Naples, Italy; Palermo, Sicily;
Suda Bay, Crete; Rhodes Island, Greece; Beirut, Lebanon; and Golfe Juan,

1,

Fr&ﬁo .
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Most of the .flying done on the cruise consisted of CAP and strike
operations, although the squadron was engaged in other operations that
proved very beneficial to all concernede On the twelfth and thirteenth of
February, it tock part in joint operations with the British Fleet north of
Sicilye Then, on the sixteenth of February, Fighting FOURTEEN conducted four
(4) sweeps over the coumtry of Greeceo Possibly the most interesting operation
of all, however, was the conducting of a search for a downed PB4Y-2 off the
western coest of Italy- on the thirteenth and fourteenth of March.

Much needed experience was also gained by the officers of the squadron
in stending deck watches in port and wmderwaye.

The squadron experienced & total of three (3) acclidents during the
cruise, all of which occurred on the same dey, the thirtieth of Jenuarye.
During refresher landings, ENS W. L. CLELAND, USN, engaged nurber nine wire
end crashed into the barriers, causing class C damage (VF-1l4 AAR 1-51);

LTX A. G. WELLONS, USN, crashed into the aft stack, causing class B damage
(VF=-14 AAR 2-51); and ENS C. P. MOORE, USNR, landed in a skid, shearing off
his port gear end causing strike damage (VF-14 AAR 3~51)0 There was no
injury to personnele

Arriving back in the States on the thirtieth of March, the squedron flew
its remaining sixteen (16) planes to Jacksonville, stopping overnight at

Ne.AeS., Quonset Point, Rhode Island, and beceme temporarily shore based at

NeAeheSe, Cecil Field, Jacksonville, Floride.




DECLASSIFIED '

From the first of April wntil the seventh of Jume, emphasis was placed
on bringing all pllots up to & better state of readinesses Although very
little gunnery was flomn, it took very little time to again became fully
qualified in bombing, rockets, GCA, etce In addition, type instiruments was
given a larger part of the syllabus than before in the hope of making all
aviators aboard good instrument pilotse We had learned while on the
Mediterranean cruise that all naval aviators would be required to have a
stendard instrument carde- Around the middle of Jume, we were assigned our
own SNB=5 to aid in this programe _

On the twenty~eighth of May, ComFAirJdax held an operational readiness
inspection of FOURTEEN and the squadron was awarded en over-ell EXCELLENT
on preparedness, even though it had been away from its air group for nesrly
six (6) months and had been operating as en individual wnit since that timee
(ComFAirdax ltr FF7-1/A23 ser 069 of 25 June 1951)

On the eighth of Jume, Fighting FOURTEEN departed for Norfolk to go
aboard the U.S.S. SIBONEY (CVE-112) for s cruise of two (2) weeks duratione
The first week was comprised of CAP and strike operations with the shipe
Two (2) days of the next week were devoted to intercepts in operation
ATRDEX EASY, from which all pilots gained much valuable experiencee

Two (2) accidents occurred during this cruise which could be classed as
wavoidablee LTJG J. B. MORIN, USN, sheared off both gear due to a pitching
deck, causing strike damage (VF=14 AAR 4-51)e ENS B. W. HALL, USNR, crashed
into the barriers due to a pitching deck, causing class C damage (VF-14 AAR

5=51)s Again there was no injury to persomnels

CONEBENEN
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Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew back to NeAedeSe, Cecil Field on the
twenty~first of Jume to once more became temporarily shore basede

Figcal 1951 ended with the Top=Hatters working hard rocketing end
bambing in preparation for the competition that was to be held early in
Julye This, however, did not slow up the intensive instrument syllabus
that by now was in full swinge

During the six (6) month period, six (6) officers were detached and
six (6) officers reported eboarde At the end of the fiscal year, Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN was camposed of twenty-six (26) officers and one hundred
twenty-seven (127) men, with seventeen (17) F4U-5's and one (1) SNB=5

on boarde

sampE—— o
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14 Pebruary 1961

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on CO, TACRon FOUR ltr RWS/LB P11l serial 20-51 dtd
12 Jen 1951

Fran: Commander, Carrier Air Group ONE ’
To: Camanding Officer, Fighter Squedron FOURTEEN

Subj: Air Support Training; report of

ls Forwarded with congratulationse

Je Ce KELLY

Cm'- (arrErDIX )
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Serial: 10
20 Jan 1951

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO, TACRon FOUR ltr RWS/Le P11l serial 20-51
dtd 12 Jan 1961

From: Comander Tactical Air Control Group TWO

Tos Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN

Via: (1) Comender Fleet Air, Jacksonville, Florida
(2) Comending Officer, Carrier Air Group ONE

Subj: Air Support Training, repoart of
le Forwardede This camand appreciate the interest displayed by your

squadron in close air support training, and the cooperation afforded

Tactical Control Squadron FOUR representatives while in the Jacksonville
arese

NELSON M. HEAD

N |
m (APPENDIX I)
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Ser 148
Jen 29 1961

SECOND ENDORSEMERT on CO, TACRon FOUR ltr RWB/Ie P1ll serial 20-51 dtd
. 12 Jan 1951

From: Cameander Fleet Awr s Jacksonville,

Tos Cammanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN
Via: Camander, Cerrier Air Group ONE

Subj: Alr Support Treining; report of

le Forwarded with pleasuree

A. E. MONTGOMERY

(O (heFmmE T




TACTICAL ATR CONTROL SQUADRON FOUR e
oo AMPRIBIOUS FORCE, U.Se ATLANTIC FIEET  RWS
DECLASSIFIED & Post

c¢/o Fleet Post Office Pll
New York, New York Ser: 20-51
12 JAN 1951

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commending Officer, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN

Via: (1) Commending Officer, Tactical Air Control Group TWO
(2) Commander Fleet Air, Jacksonville, Florida
(3) Camending Officer, Carrier Air Group ONE

Sub js Air Support Training, Repary of

le The performance of Fighting Squadron FOURTEEN in Air Support Training conducted
at Switzerland Field, Florida, during the period 2=6 January 1951 was considered.
excellent to outstandinge The interest shown by the pilots during the airborne
portion, the briefings and the critique following the exercise was very high as
determined by the number and type of questiomns asked by officers of the squadron,
both Senior and Juniore

2¢ During the airborne exercise all flight leaders demonstrated excellent ability
to follow instructions as given by the controlling officere All officers placed
in a coordinating role and especially the leader of the squedron flight on the
last day of training, demonstrated an excellent ability to coordinate and obtain
split second timing in the remainder of their flighte

3¢ Cammmications, voice procedure and radio discipline were excellent to outstand=
ing for the entire periode :

4e Accuracy and tectios employed were not graded or eveluatede It is not
considered that Tactical Air Control Squadrons have the qualified persomnel or
the prerogative to specify detailed gumnery tactics or grade "hitting® accuracy
for all types of aircraft employede However as per your verbal request and for
your information the following was notede The accuracy of VF=1l4 in this exercise
was fair and good, considering that this was the squadrons first trial at close
support missions, it is understandable that procedure took a great deal of their
attention at first and their accuracy was not as good as it would have been had they
only had to concentrate on hitse On practically every mission a near miss or hit
was scored on the assigned targete But there were a great many shots and drops
that missed their target over the desired maximume Improvement in accuracy was
very noticable each day end the final days exercise wes very satisfactory in this
respecte Direction of attacks end type:of attacks were oconsidered excellent for
the entire periode In some instances, fram transmissions overMsard on the radio
and fram visual observations, the second section did not have time to spot the
target prior to the start of their rune Division leaders must be sure that all
members of his flight see the target before the run is started.
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TACTICAL ATIR CONTROL SQUADRON FOUR
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, UeSe ATLANTIC FLEET
c/o Fleet Post Office
New York, New York

Se¢ Statistics

. Section Sorties 21
Everege time Irom briefing wntil on target 4494 mine
Shortest time from briefing wmtil on target 200 mine
Longest time from briefing wntil on target 10400 mine

Division Sorties , 24
AM Aversge time from briefing wntil on target 4425 mine
*PM Averasge time fram briefing unthl on target 4417 mine
AM Shortest time from briefing wntil on target 100 mine
*FM Shortest time from briefing wntil on target 1¢00 mine
AM Longest time from briefing wntil on target 12400 mine
*PM Longest time from briefing wntil on target 8400 mine

Squadron Sorties 10
Aversge time from briefing wmtil on target 5400 mine
Shortest time fram briefing umtil on target 4,00 mine
Longest time fram briefing wtil on target 10400 mine

Total Sorties
#Bagnner type targets usede
6e For the sincerety and seriousness with which VF=14 approached this

problem they are to be commendede Their attibtude and cooperation were
greatly apprefoiated by the TACRon detachmente

/8/ Re W. SIYE
R. W. SIYE

m (APPENDIX I)
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK. NEW YORK

VF-14/EB:ar
Ser: 001
1 February 1952

QECURITY INFORMATION

From: Commanding Officer

Teo: Office of the Chief of Naval Operatiens (Attn: Aviatien
Histery and Research Sectien, Op-504F)

Subj: Semi-Amnual Histerical Report, submissioen eof

Ref: (a) OpNav Imstructien 5750.2 of 12 June 1951

Encl: (1) VF-14 Histerical Outline for peried 1 July 1951
threugh 31 December 1951

l. In cempliance with reference (a) enclesure (1) is submitted
herewith,

ﬂ% /A

TFiED - OPHAV INST 550030
DECLASSTYED - OPHAY WWST 350

By ALl DMELRELE
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HISTORICAL REPORT

FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN

Commanding Officers:
LCDR R. C. COATS, USN
Hometown:

LCDR J. C. KENNEDY, USN
Hometown:

Executive Officer:
LCDR F. B. CRADDOCK, USNR
Hometown :

1 July 1951

11l July 1951
18 July 1951
20 July 1951

8 August 1951

11 August 1951

18 August 1951

10 June 1950 - 27 December 1951
Delhi, Louisiana

28 December 1951
Maplewood, New Jersey

1 December 1950
Van, Texas

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN temporarily
based ashare at N.A.A.S., Cecil Field,
Jacksonville, Florida, under the
operational control of Commander
Fleet Air, Jacksonville,

LTJG A, E. HANSEN, USN, involved in an
accident (nose-up).

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN participated
in AirLant Rocket-Bombing Competition,

LTJG D. S. ROSS, USN, made a wheels up
landing (material failure).

Flew eighteen (18) FAU-5's and trans-
ported remaining officers and men via
government air to N.A.S. Norfolk,
Virginia. Loaded eighteen (18)
aircraft aboard the U.S.S. SAIPAN
(CVL-48) moored at N.O.B. Norfolk,
Virginia.

U.S.S. SAIPAN (CVL-48) with Fighter
Squadren FOURTEEN embarked departed
Norfolk, Virginia for operations off
the coast of Argentia.

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew eighteen
(1%) FLU-5's and transported via govern-
ment air remaining officers and men to
Jacksonville, Florida to be temporarily
based ashore at N.A.A.S. Cecil Field.
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4, September 1951

28 September 1951

1l October 1951

6 October 1951

18 October 1951

22 October 1951

15 November 1951

28 November 1951

DECLASSIFIED

Mid-air cellision between LTJG C. P.
MOORE, and LTJG D. R. TATE. LTJG TATE
was fatally injured. '

Flew eighteen (18) FLU-5's and trans-
ported remaining officers and forty
three (43) men via government air to
N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia. Loaded
eighteen (18) F4U-5's aboard U.S.S.
KULA GULF (CVE-108).

U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) with Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN embarked departed
Norfolk, Virginia for carrier qualifi-
cations off the coast of Virginia.

Flew eighteen (18) F4U-5's and trans-
ported remaining officers and forty
three (43) men via government air to
N.A.S. Jacksonville, Florida. Tempora-
rily shore based at N.A.S. Jacksonville,
Florida.

Departed N.A.S. Jacksonville, Florida
with eighteen (18) FLU-5's for N.A.S.
Norfolk, Virginia, remaining officers
and men transported via government air,
_Eighteen (18) aircraft loaded aboard
- the U.8.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) moored
at N.O.B. Norfelk, Virginia.

The U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) with
Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN embarked,
departed Norfolk, Virginia as part of
Task Greup 27, for participatien in
LantFlex 52.

Flew eighteen (18) F4U-5's and trans-
ported remaining officers and men via

- government air to N.A.S5. Jacksonville,
Florida, temporarily shore based at
N.A.S. Jacksonville, Florida.

Administrative and Material Inspectien
held this date.
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28 December 1951 LCDR R. C. COATS, USN, relieved as
Commanding Officer of Fighter Squadron
FOURTEEN by LCDR J. C. KENNEDY, USN.




S mmrorroy  DECLASSIFIED

The fiscal year of 1952 opened with Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN
temporarily based ashore at N.A.A.S. Cecil Field, Jacksonville,
Florida. The Commanding Officer was Lieutenant Commander Robert
C. COATS, USN, from Delhi, Louisiana; the Executive Officer was
Lieutenant Commander Felix B, CRADDOCK, USNR, of Van, Texas. The
squadron consisted of twenty four (24) officers and one hundred
thirty seven (137) enlisted men, with eighteen (18) FLU-5 Corsairs
on board.

LTJG A. E. HANSEN, USN, nesed-up on the runway to aveid a
collision with another aircraft on 11 July 1951 (VF-14 AAR 6-51).

After ten (10) days of extensive training/in rocket and bomb
firing, Fighter Sguadron FOURTEEN particiﬁated in AirLant Competi-
tion exercises on 18 July 1951. Four (4) officers qualified for
the Navy "E", They are as follows:

LTJG A. G. WELLONS, USN - Rockets

LTJG C. P. MOORE, USN - Rockets and Bombs
LTJG J. H. WACHTEL; USN - Bombs

ENS B. W. HALL, USNR - Bombs

LTJG ROSS returning from an escort hop on 20 July 1951; found
that he was unable to lower his landing gear. The gear lever had
broken loose from the rest of the actuating linkage, preventing
either normal or emergency extension of the gear. A perfect wheels-

up landing was effected and damage to the aircraft was minor.

A "Well Done" was earned by LTJG D. S. ROSS (VF-1lh AAR 7-51).
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SECURITY INFORMATION

On 8 August 1951, eighteen (18) FiU-5's departed N.A.A.S. Cecil
Field, for N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia to»board the U.S5.S. SAIPAN
CVL-48). The U.S.5. SAIPAN (CVL-48) departed Norfolk with Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN embarked for the North Atlantic area, This
operation was conducted to test the effectiveness of the Radar
Defense Barrier along the Eastern Sea Frontier. A tetal of seventy
two (72) radar penetrations were flown during five (5) days of
operation. Upon completion of this eperation, eighteen (18) Corsairs
were flown to N.A.A.5, Cecil Field, Jacksonville, Florida where
the squadron remained temporarily shore based.

On 4 September 1951, a fatal accident occurred as a result of
a mid-air collision. LTJG D. R. TATE, USNR, was fourth man in a
four (4) plane division on a bomber intercept flight. Upon
completion of an attack against a B-29, LTJG TATE overran the
division leader, LTJG C. P. MOORE. LTJG MOORE was able to parachute
to safety, however, LTJG TATE evidently received injuries about
the head which rendered him uncemscious. LTJG TATE's body was found
in the cockpit of his crashed aircraft (VF-14 AAR 8-51).

On 19 September 1951, the Commanding Officer received a
dispatch ordering Fighter Squadren FOURTEEN to the U.S.S. KULA GULF
(CVE-108) for a week of refresher landings. During the two (2)
weeks prier to departure, field carrier landings had prierity over
all other hops. On 28 September 1951, the squadron departed for
N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia, with eighteen (18) Corsairs. The

remaining officers and forty three (43) men were transported via

Y
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government air. On 1 October 1951 the U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108)
with Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN embarked departed Norfolk to operate
along the Virginia Coast. This operation was hindered by a hurri-
cane, which was moving up the Florida Coast. Two (2) days of
refresher landings were all that were pessible as the hurricane was
threatening the ship and its accempanying destreyer. The remainder
of the week was spent attempting to out run the storm.

On 6 October 1951, the squadron departed the U.S.S. KULA GULF
(CVE-108) with eighteen (18) Corsairs for N.A.S. Jacksonville,
Flerida, to again be temporarily based ashore, The remaining
efficers and forty three (43) men were transported via government
air.

Shortly, orders were received to participate in LantFlex 52
aboard the U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108)., On 18 October 1951, Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN departed with eighteen (18) F4U-5's for N.A.S.
Norfolk, Virginia, the remaining efficers and men transported via
government air, The U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) with Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN embarked departed Norfelk, Virginia, on 22 October
1951, as part of Task Group 27.1 fer Operation LantFlex 52, The
officers and men gained much needed experience during twenty eight
(28) days of operation with the fleet, The early part of the
cruise ran very smoothly but during the latter part, a series of
five (5’ accidents occurred. On 4 November 1951, LTJG A. G; WELLONS,

USN, caught a late cross deck pendant (number six) and engaged the
| number one barrier (VF-1l4 AAR 9~51).

S
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Two (2) days later, 6 Novembe 4;51“-’&910 (2) more’ accidents
oeccurred. LTJG C. P. MOORE, USN, a little high at the cut, dove
for the deck, causing a slight bouncé which resulted in a barrier
crash. The aircraft sustained "Charlie" damage (VF-14 AAR 10-51).
Shortly after the wrecked aircraft was cleared from the deck ..
and the barriers repaired, the second accident occurred. ENS ELLIS,
turning into the groove, did not answer the "low" and "slow" signals
given by the Landing Signal Officer. The wheels of his aircraft
hit the round-~down of the ramp, followed by the tail section. After
the initial impact the tail was thrown high and the aircraft proceeded
up the deck on the wheels, with the propeller digging into the deck.
The aircraft had enough momenﬁum to continue up the deck and nese-up
into the barriers. The aircraft sustained strike damage, no injuries
to personnel (VF-14 AAR 11-51).

The following day, 7 November 1951, ENS F. (n) BLECHMAN, USNR,
dove for the deck, bouhced, engaged number eight (8) cress deck
pendant and also the barriers. "Dog" damage to the aircraft
(VF-14 AAR 12-51).

On 13 November 1951, the fifth and final accident of the cruise
‘occurred., LTJG J. R. HOPKINS, USNR, made a normal landing but
experienced a hook skip as the hook bounced over two (2) cross deck
pendants (numbers 4 & 5). At this time LT HOPKINS felt he cotild not
catch a later pendant so he raised his tail slightly to assure
contact with the barriers. The aircraft sustained "Charlie™

damage, no injury to persennel.
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Although there were no personnel injuries sustained in any
of the five (5) accidents, the loss of four (4) aircraft curtailed
operations during the last days of Operation LantFlex 52,

On 15 November 1951, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN departed with
fourteen (14) F4U-5's, for N.A.S. Jacksonville, Florida, the
remaining officers and men were transported via government air.

The squadron was again temporarily based ashore at N.A.S. Jacksonville,
Florida. The remainder of this calendar year was spent in prepara-
tion for the forthcoming cruise on the U.S.S. WASP (CV-18),

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN received a mark of "Good" as a
result of the Administrative and Material Inspection held by
Commander Fléet Air, Jacksonville on 28 November 195l.

LCDR R. C. COATS, USN, was relieved as Commanding Officer of
Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN by LCDR J. C. KENNEDY, USN, on 28
December 1951ﬁ Ceremonies consisted of a Personnel Inspection
conducted by beth officers and a reading of their orders,

During the period of this report Fighting Squadron FOURTEEN
flew a total of 5192.1 hours and made carrier landings. There
were eight (8) accidents involving nine (9) aircraft, oene (1) fatal
accident, the rest no injuries. Of the eight (8) accidents, five
(5) were carrier landing accidents aboard a CVE type carrier.

The officers aﬁd men of Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN gained invaluable
knowledge and experience while eperating on CVL and CVE type carriers
both with the fleet and singly.

L____ ey




