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1984 COMMAND HISTORY (U) - 

1. (C) Schedule o f  Events 

0 1 -22 J A N  

23-25 J A N  

26-3 1 J A N  

01-21 FEB 

22-24 FEB 

23 FEB 

25-28 FEB 

28 FEB 

01-21 MAR 

22 MAR-09 APR 

10-14 APR 

Bagel S t a t i o n  - O f f  coas t  of B e i r u t ,  Lebanon 

T r a n s i t  t o  Naples,  I t a l y  

Inpo r t  Naples,  I t a l y  

Bagel S t a t i o n  Operat ions 

NAMFI Range, Cre te  

Misslex: One AIM-9H 

East e r n  Med Operat ions 

SINKEX 

Bagel S t a t i o n  

Eagle Look 

T r a n s i t  t o  Naples, I t a l y  

15-18 APR I n p o r t  Naples,  I t a l y  

19-21 APR Med T r a n s i t  

21 APR Rota, Spain (NO l i b e r t y )  

22 APR-02 MAY T r a n s i t  t o  Norfolk 

30 APR Fly Off 

03-30 MAY Stand Down NAS Oceana 

31 MAY-08 J U N  Boston, MA Detachment 

09-30 J U N  Aircrew Tra in ing ,  MAS Oceana 

29 JUN 

0 1-08 JUL 

09 J U L  

10-24 JUL 

Change o f  Command (CDR K.E. Shean r e l i e v e s  CDR J . W .  Combs) 

FCLP a t  NALF Fen t r e s s  

Fly On 

Caribbean Operat ions 
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25-27 J U L  

28-3 1 JUL 

30 JUL 

01 -05 AUG 

06-07 AUG 

08 AUG 

09-14 AUG 

15-20 AUG 

21-26 AUG 

27 AUG-7 SEP 

03-13 SEP 

09-15 SEP 

11 SEP-19 OCT 

25 SEP 

26 SEP-05 OCT 

06-12 OCT 

09-12 OCT 

12-18 OCT 

19 OCT-09 NOV 

10-16 NOV 

12 NOV 

16-18 NOV 

19 NOV-25 NOV 

26-27 NOV 

28 NOV-07 DEC 

I n p o r t  Cartagena, Colombia 

T r a n s i t  t o  Norfolk 

Fly O f f  

Stand Down NAS Oceana 

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

Miss i lex ,  VACAPES: Three AIM-7E-4 and t h r e e  AIM-9H 

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

Sopwith Camel, NAS Cecil F i e ld  

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

Yorktown Shock Test  

CNO P r o j e c t  547, NAS Cec i l  F i e ld  

Constant Peg 

Topgun 

No Notice Miss i lex ,  VACAPES: One AIM-7E-4 and one AIM-9H 

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

CNO P r o j e c t  547, NS Roosevelt  Roads 

F- 1 6 DACT Detachment 

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

FFARP 

Comtuex 1-85, NS Roosevelt  Roads 

Miss i lex ,  AFWTF: Two AIM-7E-4 and two AIM-9H 

ACM Detachment, NAS Dal las  

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 

CNO P r o j e c t  124, NAS Pensacola 

Aircrew Tra in ing ,  NAS Oceana 



SEABAT 1-85 
DECLASSIFIED 

04-07 DEC 

08-10 DEC CARQUALS, USS America 

11-13 DEC CNO Project 124 , NAS Pensacola 

11-14 DEC CNO Project 849, NAS Patuxtent River 

15-31 DEC Aircrew Training, NAS Oceana 

19 DEC No-Notice Missilex, VACAPES: One AIM-7E-4 



. MONTH 

J A N  

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

J U L  

AUG 

S E P  

OC T 

NOV 

D EC - 
T o t a l  

TOTAL HOURS 

397.5 

557.2 

374.9 

314.7 

112.7 

336.7 

359 1 

174.5 

302.2 

276.9 

325.2 

230.7 

3762.3 

1984 OPERATIONAL S U M A R Y  - 
HOURS D/N T R A P S  D/N 

283.3/114.2 124/50 

339.4/217.8 144/88 

253.5/121.4 117/74 

240.8/73.9 108/47 

107.6/5.1 2 /O 

287.3/49.4 31/0 

247.6/111.5 105/65 

161.6/12.9 O/O 

272.2/30.0 O/O 

253.5/23.4 O/O 

292.3/32.9 O/O 

184.4/46.3 24/15 

2923.5/838.8 655/339 

S O R T I E S  

E n c l  ( 2 )  
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NARRATIVE ( U) 

1. (C) The begining o f  1984 found t h e  "Red Rippersn embarked i n  USS John F. 
Kennedy (CV-67) cont inu ing  its ope ra t i ons  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon. 
With i nc reas ing  h o s t i l i t i e s  ashore  and t h e  t h r e a t  o f  kamikaze a i r c r a f t  
a t t a c k i n g  the  b a t t l e  group, f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  and a l e r t s  were stepped up. 

2. (C) Af te r  50 consecut ive  days a t  sea, and only 7 days i n  p o r t  i n  t h e  last 
120 days ,  t h e  USS John F. Kennedy turned westward and headed f o r  Naples, 
I t a l y .  While i n  p o r t  t h e  squadron enjoyed fou r  days o f  well deserved l i b e r t y .  
Upon l eav ing  Naples, I t a l y ,  on 31 January,  F igh t e r  Squadron ELEVEN ce l eb ra t ed  
its 57th b i r t hday  onboard t h e  USS John F. Kennedy with a d in ing  i n .  Rear 
Admiral Box, COMCARGRU TWO, was the  g u e s t  speaker .  T r a n s i t  back t o  Bagel 
s t a t i o n  followed wi th  cont inued CAP and TARPS e s c o r t  missions.  

3. (C) On February 22nd t h e  s h i p  t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  N A M F I  Range, o f f  t he  i s l a n d  
o f  Crete. A two day mi s s i l ex  was conducted on 23 and 24 February wi th  t h e  
nRed Rippersn expending one AIM-9H. After l eav ing  t h e  NAMFI Range, t h e  s h i p  
steamed e a s t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  SINKEX on 28 February i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
Mediterranean. The "Red Rippersn were a b l e  t o  r e q u a l i f y  i n  air-to-ground 
gunnery by conducting numerous s t r a f i n g  runs  on a n  abandoned s h i p  anchored a t  
sea.  

4. (C) The first t h r e e  weeks o f  March were spen t  back on Bagel s t a t i o n  
conducting dua l  c a r r i e r  ope ra t i ons  wi th  t h e  USS Independence. During t h i s  
time t h e  "Red Rippersn completed an  impressive 99.6% o f  scheduled s o r t i e s .  
On 22 March t h e  s h i p  t r a n s i t e d  sou th ,  approximately 100 mi les  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  
Egypt, t o  p a r t i c p a t e  i n  Operation Eagle Look. During Eagle Look t h e  "Red 
Rippersn provided f i g h t e r  CAP i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  A i r  Force AWACS. During t h e  
month o f  March it  was announced t h a t  F igh te r  Squadron ELEVEN had been named 
t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  "En and t h e  CNO Sa fe ty  "SW f o r  1983. 
A l l  t he  hard work i n  t h e  months p r i o r  had f i n a l l y  paid o f f .  With s i x  months 
o f  c r u i s e  behind u s ,  t h e  USS John F. Kennedy began i ts f i n a l  t r a n s i t  t o  
Naples, I t a l y ,  on 10 Apr i l  f o r  a tu rnover  wi th  t h e  USS Saratoga. This  f i n a l  
four  day p o r t  v i s i t  was t h e  first i n d i c a t i o n  t h e  squadron was on i ts way home 
and t h e  c r u i s e  was almost  over.  

5. ( C )  After a one day, no l i b e r t y  s t o p  i n  Rota, Spain,  t h e  s h i p  outchopped 
on 22 Apr i l  and steamed a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  f o r  Norfolk,  VA. The squadron 
f lew o f f  t h e  s h i p  on 30 Apr i l  completing a unprecedented 736 consecut ive  
embarked s o r t i e s .  The s h i p  docked p i e r s i d e  on 2 May. 

6. (C) During the  month o f  May t h e  squadron s tood down a t  NAS Oceana, 
a l lowing  t h e  men t o  spend time wi th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a f t e r  being separa ted  f o r  
7 months. A pos t  c r u i s e  co r ros ion  a u d i t  was conducted i n  mid June by 
Commander, F i g h t e r  Wing ONE. Even wi th  t h e  o l d e s t  F-14A Tomcats i n  t h e  f lee t ,  
F igh te r  Squadron ELEVEN rece ived  a grade o f  ou ts tanding .  On 31 May two 
"Red Rippern a i r c r a f t  a g a i n  f lew aboard t h e  USS John F. Kennedy and headed f o r  
Boston, MA t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  annual  T a l l  Sh ips  F e s t i v a l .  C a r r i e r  
ope ra t i ons  were conducted f o r  s e v e r a l  d i s t i ngu i shed  g u e s t s  o f  t he  USS John F. 
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Kennedy, inc lud ing  Senator  Edward Kennedy and fami ly ,  and o t h e r  members of 
Congress. While i n p o r t  t h e  "Red Rippersn provided t h e  pub l i c  with s e v e r a l  
s t a t i c  d i s p l a y s  o f  t he  F-14A Tomcat and t o u r s  o f  t he  sh ip .  

7. (C) Aircrew t r a i n i n g  cont inued i n  June with ground t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS 'Oceana 
and f l i g h t  ope ra t i ons  i n  W-72A. The "Red Rippersn flew numerous s o r t i e s  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  A I C ,  ACM, a i r - t o - a i r  guns and low l e v e l s .  The squadron held its 
53rd Change o f  Command on 29 June, a s  CDR Keith E. Shean assumed command from 
CDR John W. Combs. On 1 J u l y ,  f i e l d  c a r r i e r  l anding  p r a c t i c e  began i n  
p repa ra t i on  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  USS John F. Kennedy. 

8. (C) The squadron once a g a i n  embarked i n  USS John F. Kennedy on 9 Ju ly  and 
headed f o r  t h e  Caribbean t o  conduct ope ra t i ons  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Panama. 
F ly ing  included DACT wi th  A-7 Cor sa i r s  and air-to-ground gunnery during RESCAP 
scena r io s .  CAP missions were flown because o f  pos s ib l e  Cuban Mig f l i g h t s .  A 
t h r e e  day p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Cartagena, Colombia ensued on 25 Ju ly .  Leaving 
Cartagena on 27 J u l y ,  t h e  s h i p  re turned  t o  Norfolk,  VA v i a  t h e  Windward 
Passage. On 30 J u l y ,  a l l  t e n  VF-11 Tomcats flew o f f  t o  NAS Oceana. The 
Rippers s tood down u n t i l  5 August. 

9. (C) August and September saw t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  
detachments and exe rc i s e s .  A major mi s s i l ex  was conducted i n  VACAPES on 
8 August a s  t he  "Red Rippersn s u c c e s s f u l l y  expended t h r e e  AIM-7E-4 and t h r e e  
AIM-9H i n  va r ious  p r o f i l e s .  Sopwith Camel o u t  o f  NAS Cec i l  F i e ld  was provided 
f o r  t h e  USS John F. Kennedy shock t e a t  from 15 t o  20 August. The "Red 
Rippersn p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  USS Yorktown shock test  conducted from 27 August t o  7 
September. On 3 September numerous missile p r o f i l e s  were flown a g a i n s t  t h e  
USS Yorktown o u t  o f  NAS Cecil F i e ld  a s  p a r t  o f  CNO P r o j e c t  574. The squadron 
detached seven a i r c r a f t  t o  N e l l i s  A i r  Force Base, Nevada, on 9 September where 
a i r c r ews  were exposed t o  i n t e n s e  ACM t r a i n i n g  i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  t h e  U.S. A i r  
Force. Concurrent ly ,  two a i r c r ews  detached t o  NAS Miramar, CA f o r  Topgun. 
The month o f  September concluded with a h ighly  s u c c e s s f u l  no-notice missile 
shoot  on t h e  25th.  Both AIM-7E-4 and AIM-9H missiles were f i r e d  f l a w l e s s l y ,  
exemplifying t h e  profess iona l i sm i n  both t h e  In t eg ra t ed  Weapons Teams and 
Aviat ion Ordnance Branches o f  t he  Maintenance Department. 

10. (C) Early October saw one squadron a i r c r a f t  r e t u r n  t o  N S  Roosevelt Roads, 
PR, f o r  more s e r v i c e s  with USS Yorktown. The "Red Rippersn were t he  f i r s t  
e a s t  c o a s t  F igh t e r  Squadron t o  h o s t  an  F-16 DACT detachment a t  NAS Oceana. 
Seve ra l  I v l ,  lv2 and 2v2 ACM f l i g h t s  were conducted between 9-12 October. The 
F l e e t  F igh t e r  AircPews Readiness Program (FFARP) began on 19 October f o r  s i x  
weeks o f  i n t e n s i v e  ACM t r a i n i n g  with t he  a d v e r s a r i e s  o f  VF-43. Eight  o f f i c e r s  
obtained E * s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  achievements i n  ACM. Immediately fol lowing 
FFARP, t h e  squadron departed NAS Oceana f o r  NS Roosevelt  Roads t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  COMTUEX 1-85. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  provid ing  Orange A i r  Support t o  t h e  F l e e t ,  
t he  "Red Rippersn conducted a i r - t o - a i r  gunnery and expended fou r  m i s s i l e s  (two 
AIM-7E-4 and two AIM-9H) i n  t h e  AFWTF Range. On 16 November t he  squadron 
departed Roosevelt Roads wi th  two a i r c r a f t  r e t u r n i n g  by way o f  NAS Da l l a s ,  TX 
where they p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  two days o f  DACT wi th  F-4 Phantoms. 
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11. (C) CNO P r o j e c t  124 was conducted on 26-27 November and 11-13 December. 
Squadron a i r c r a f t  provided s e r v i c e s  f o r  testing o f  t h e  t h i r d  Aegis Radar 
platform on t h e  new Ticonderoga Class  d e s t r o y e r ,  t h e  USS Vincennes. 
The "Red Rippersw brushed up on t h e i r  EW t r a i n i n g  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  SEABAT 
1-85 from 4 t o  7 December. During t h e  l a s t  two months o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t he  
Rippers cont inued intra-squadron t r a i n i n g  i n  areas o f  s e c t i o n  t a c t i c s ,  ACM and 
low l e v e l s .  On 8 December s i x  a i r c r ews  completed carrier q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
onboard t h e  USS America where each crew rece ived  a t  l e a s t  two day t r a p s  and 
two n i g h t  t r a p s .  The "Red Rippersn became the  first f leet  squadron t o  f l y  t h e  
SPN-46 dur ing  CNO P r o j e c t  849, which commenced on 11 December. The year  ended 
wi th  a no-notice m i s s i l e  shoot  on 19 December, i n  which t h e  squadron expended 
one AIM-7E-4 i n  t h e  VACAPES ope ra t i ng  a r e a .  

12. (C) 1984 continued t o  be an ou t s t and ing  yea r  f o r  F igh te r  Squadron ELEVEN 
(VF-111, both a t  s e a  and ashore.  VF-11 flew over  3700 hours  and logged 994 
carrier a r r e s t e d  landings  wi th  only f i v e  months a t  s e a ;  and compiled an 
impressive 12,150 hours  mishap free s i n c e  February 1982. The "Red Rippersn 
a r e  looking forward t o  t h e  cha l l enges  i n  t h e  year  ahead a s  t he  squadron l eaves  
C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing THREE and t h e  USS John F. Kennedy and r e p o r t s  t o  Carrier A i r  
Wing SIX onboard t h e  USS F o r r e s t a l .  



28 J A N  84 

29 J A N  84 

01 FEB 84 

01 FEB 84 

08 MAR 84 

08 MAR 84 

12 MAR 84 

07 MAY 84 

07 MAY 84 

07 MAY 84 

30 MAY 84 

31 MAY 84 

08 J U N  84 

14 J U N  84 

25 J U N  84 

28 J U N  84 

29 J U N  84 

06 JUL 84 

09 JUL 84 

09 JUL 84 

02 AUG 84 

08 JUL 84 

20 SEP 84 

30 OCT 84 

18 NOV 84 

1984 SQUADRON OFFICER LOSSES AND GAINS 

LT Reported For Duty 

LCDR T r a n s f e r r e d  

LT  T r a n s f e r r e d  

LT Trans fe r red  

LT Reported For Duty 

LT Reported For Duty 

LCDR  Reported For Duty 

LTJG Reported For Duty 

LTJG Reported For Duty 

ENS Reported For Duty 

LT  T r a n s f e r r e d  

LT T r a n s f e r r e d  

LT 

LT 

CDR 

LCDR 

CDR John COMBS 

LT 

LTJG 

LCDR 

LT   

LT  

LCDR  

LCDR 

LT 

T r a n s f e r r e d  

T r a n s f e r r e d  

Reported For Duty 

T r a n s f e r r e d  

T r a n s f e r r e d  

T r a n s f e r r e d  

T r a n s f e r r e d  

T r a n s f e r r e d  

Reported For Duty 

Reported For Duty 

Reported For Duty 

T r a n s f e r r e d  

Reported For Duty 
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