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0 HISTORY REPORT 

1. Basic History 

a. Chronology of Events - 1981 
01 JAW to 13 JAN 

14 JAN to 18 J A N  

19 JAW to 02 FEB 

03 FEB to 06 FEZ3 

07 FEB to 16 FEB 

17 FEB to 24 FEB 

26 FEB to 07 MAR 

08 MAR to 19 MAR 

20 MAR to 27 MAR 

28 MAR to 03 APR 

04 APR to 19 APR 

20 APR to 23 APR 

24 APR to 29 APR 

30 APR 

- 
01 MAY To 10 MAY 

Efforts continue to ready aircrews and 
aircraft to join Airwing THREE. 

First F-14 Det to Tyndall Air Force 
Base, Florida - four (4) aircraft 
participated. 

F-14 FAM training and transition 

SgsBAT Exercise conducted in conjunc- 
tion with Fighter Squadron ONE ZERO 
ONE (VP-101) off Virginia Capes (VACAPES) . 
Transition training continues. 

Second class of aircrew begin FCLP 
preparations for CQ. 

First F-14 missile exercise - two (2) 
AIM 7F successfully fired (VACAPES) , 
Results: Lethal kills 

First aircrew class completes F-14 
transition training. 

Preparations continue for second air- 
crew class carrier qualifications. 

Second aircrew class carrier qualify 
aboard USS IIMXTZ operating off 
VACAPES. 

Second F-14 det to Tyndall Air Force 
Base - Six aircraft participated. 
Aircrew training continues. Include 
low levels and air combat maneuvering. 

Fleet Air Superiority Training with 
TOPGlLRB detachment at NAS Oceana. 

Aircrew training 

FITWING Fighter Derby Air Combat 
Maneuvering Competition begins. 

Aircrew training 
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11 MAY t o  13 MAY 

14 MAY t o  26 MAY 

27 MAY 

28 MAY t o  04 JUN 

05 JUN 

06 JUN t o  10 JUN 

11 JUN t o  28 JUN 

29 JUN to 14 JUL 

15 JM, t o  25 JUL 

26 JUL t o  03 AUG 

04 AUG to 06 AUG 

07 AUG t o  23 AUG 

In tergra ted  Weapons System Review 
Training 

F lee t  Fighter  A i r  Combat Readiness 
Program (ETARO) with Fighter  Squadron 
FORTY THRge (VF-43) 

Missile exerc ise  - one AIM 7E-4 d i r e c t  
h i t  

FFARP t r a i n i n g  continues. 

FI!CWING Fighter  Derby ends. 

Completion of BPARP t r a i n i n g  

Fighter  Squadron ELEVEN (VF-11) chops 
to Airwing THREg. Eight (8) a i r c r a f t  
detachment t o  Fallon, Nevada f o r  f i r s t  
complete squadron detachment u t i l i z i n g  
a l l  a s se t s .  

Training continues a t  NAS Oceana. 

Six  (6) a i rp lanes  detach t o  NAS Key 
West, Flor ida  f o r  HOT PAD i n  
conjunction with t h e  USS IPJDEPENDEIVCE 
c a r r i e r  quals. 

SEA PLAC exerc ise  aircrew a l s o  begin 
f l e e t  carrier landing pract ice .  

Carrier Qua1 on USS JOHN F. KENNEDY 

PQ,P and aircrew t r a i n i n g  NAS Oceana 
and command i n s p c t i o n  

24 AUG to 28 AUG (A.M.) -- Refresher t r a i n i n g  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY- 
s h i p  leaves  Norfolk fo r  VACAPES 

28 AUG (P.M.) t o  29 AUG (A.M.) - USS JOHN F. a r r i v e s  Mayport, 
F lo r ida  - .Ripp@rm a i r s h w .  

30 AUG to 1 3  SEP 

14 SEP 

- Refresher t r a i n i n g  continues GI'R40, 
OPAREA, Cuba. 

- Last  VF-11 F-14 a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e s  NAS 
Oceana f o r  acceptance - (AC t112, bun0 
1159454). 

- Missile exerc ise  QACAPES 4 A I M  7E 
f i r e d  - a l l  successful ,  2 AIM 9H f i r e d  
successful ,  1 f a i l e d  - bad missile. 



18 SEP to 21 SEP 

22 SEP t o  24 SEP 

25 SEP 

Shore based t ra in ing  

SEaBAT Exercise VACAPES 

Missile exercise rake-up day fo r  
17 Sep - one (1) AIM 9H f i r ed  successfully. 

Shore based t ra in ing  FC31p 

Fly aboard USS JOHlP F. KEMIWDY to 
begin Type   raining OlOE. 

10 OCT t o  17 OCT Type Training OlOE USS JOHN F. KEmBDY - 
f i r s t  missile exercise from USS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY - tm, (2) AIM 9H 
d i r e c t  h i t s  - two (2) AIM 7E-4 used, 
one (1) did  not guide, one (1) no 
missile fire. 

Fly off from USS JOEM F. KgWWEDY 

Change of Coaraurd - CDR Dm A. SHARER 
re l ieves  CDR P. 99. PIERCE 

Shore based operations and t ra ining 

Fly aboard UsS JOHW F. KENNEDY t o  
begin Type Training 'PWD. 

USS JOEM F. KENNEDY f l i g h t  operations - 
t r a n s i t  t o  Puer to R i m  Caribbean 
operating area  

08 NUV t o  11 NOV USS JOHN F. KENNEDY inport  Charlotte 
Amalie, St ,  Thamas, United S t a t e s  
Virgin Is lands  

Mismile exercise - tm, (2) AIM 7F fired.  

Car ibbean operations continue. 

Type Training THREE begins - USS 
JOHW F. KEHNJ3DY f l i g h t  operations. 

- F i r s t  VF-ll  PEOlDlIX missile shot  - 
two (2) AIM-54A f i r e d  - both missiles 
guided to l e t h a l  k i l l s ,  

- USS JOfW F. REkWEDY owra t ions  continue, 

- Missile exercise - one (1) 9H f i r e d  a t  
n ight  - d i r e c t  h i t ,  one AIM 7E f i red.  

- Operational Readiness Examination 
(ORE) commences onboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY. 



- ORE nissile Exerise - one (1) AIM 7F 
fired - lethal  k i l l ,  l i v e  warhead. 

- ORE completed. 

- USS JOHN F. KBlWEbY drops anchor i n  
Rcmbevelt Roads, Puerto R i c o .  Weighs 
anchor 2400 hours. 

- USS JOHbl F, KE3lNEDY operations - ship 
transits  to VACAPES. 

- Fly off to NAS Oceana 

- Aircrew training, FCLP 



OPERATIONAL SUMHARY 

TOTAL HRS 

98.4 

HRS D/N TOTAL TRAPS DJN 

84.3/14.1 

n>TAL SORTIES 

66 JAN 

FEB 

APR 

MAY 

AUG (SRORB) 
AM; (SHIP) 

SEP (SEORE) 
SEP (SHIP) 

on (SHORE) 
OCT (SHIP) 

N W  (SHORB) 
NW (SHIP) 

DEC (SEBJRE) 
DEC (SHIP) 



b. Narrat ive 

1981 was an e x c i t i n g  and productive year for the  "Red Rippers" a s  w e  
completed our t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  from the  t r u s t y  F-4 PHANTOM t o  the  new F-14 
TOMCAT. Early January found u s  continuing our t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  and preparing 
fo r  our f i r s t  detachment. This  preparat ion included low l e v e l  f l i g h t s ,  a i r  com- 
b a t  maneuvering, gun s i g h t  t racking and a i r  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  missions. On the  
14th of  January, four (4) Fighter  Squadron ELEVEN a i r c r a f t  deployed t o  Tyndall 
Air Force Base Flor ida  to t r a i n  aga ins t  the  F-15 EAGLE. For the  rest 
o f  January, aircrews continued t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Oceana. The c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  
the  F-14 weapons system were proven i n  e a r l y  February during SEABAT, an e l e c t r o n i c  
warfare - war a t  sea exerc ise ,  giving a l l  "Ripper' a ircrews a f i r s t  hand look a t  
the  e l e c t r o n i c  counter-measure c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the  AWG-9 weapon system i n  a high 
e l e c t r o n i c  in te r fe rence  environment. 

Mid-February consis ted  of continued prepara t ion  fo r  two important 
events.  The second c l a s s  of  aircrews going through t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  began 
f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landing p r a c t i c e  fo r  the  upcoming c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t ions .  W e  a l s o  
began our missile checks - a d e l i c a t e  phase involving extensive t e s t i n g  of  the  
a i r c r a f t ' s  weapon systems f i r i n g  l o g i c  t o  assure  success on our f i r s t  missile 
shooting exerc ise .  On the  25th of February, two (2) separa te  aircrews f i r e d  two 
(2) successful  AIM 7F SPARROW missiles i n  the  Vi rg in ia  Capes (VACAPES) operat ing 
area .  Both missiles guided t o  l e t h a l  k i l l s .  

A t  t he  end o f  February, our f i r s t  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  c l a s s  completed F-14 
t r a i n i n g  i n  Fighter  Squadron ONE ZEW3 ONE and began a s s i s t i n g  our second 
c l a s s  fo r  the  upcoming c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t ions .  On March 20, c a r r i e r  
qua l s  (C.Q.) began on the  USS NIMITZ i n  the  VACAPES operat ing area.  By March 
27th, a l l  t he  "Ripper" aircrews were f u l l y  c a r r i e r  qual i f ied .  

On March 28, s i x  (6) F-14's l e f t  for  our second detachment, a l s o  
Tyndall AFB, Flor ida ,  t o  t r a i n  with the  A i r  Force 's  F-15 EAGLE and F-106 DELTA 
DART. Returning i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  to NAS Oceana, our second t r a n s i t i o n  c l a s s  
completed t r a i n i n g  a t  VF-101 and t h e  "Rippers" began intra-squadron t r a i n i n g  and 
prepara t ion  for  joining Airwing THREE. Apr i l  20th we began F l e e t  Air 
Super io r i ty  Training with a TOPGUN detachment from the  w e s t  coas t .  U t i l i z i n g  
the  A i r  Combat Maneuvering Range i n  VACAPES, 'Ripper" aircrews polished t h e i r  
s k i l l s  i n  radar ,  sec t ion  t a c t i c s ,  and ACM. Training i n  May was i n  c lose  conjunc- 
t i o n  with Fighter  Squadron FOUR THRE, the  e a s t  coas t  f i g h t e r  adversary 
t r a i n i n g  squadron. Conducting F l e e t  Fighter  A i r  Combat Readiness 
Program (FFARP) for  the  next  month, the  "Rippers' were involved i n  in tens ive  ACM 
and weapon system t ra in ing.  In  the  middle of  FFARP, on May 27 our second 
missile shoot occurred expending one (1) AIM 7E SPARROW missile which scored a 
d i r e c t  h i t  on the  drone a i r c r a f t .  

June 10 meant the  completion of  FFARP and on June 11, FITRON ELEVEN chopped 
t o  ~ i r w i n g  THEE. On t h a t  day, e i g h t  (8) planes departed fo r  NAS, Fallon,  Nevada 
to  work with Airwing THREE for  the  f i r s t  time. Fighter  Squadron ELEVEN had a 
96% sortie completion r a t e  during the  two week deployment. Returning on the  
29th of  June, the  squadron remained shore based NAS Oceana fo r  the  next two 
weeks. 

On J u l y  15, s i x  (6) a i rp lanes  detached t o  NAS Key West, F lo r ida  t o  pro- 
vide overhead combat a i r  p a t r o l  (CAP) se rv ices  for  the  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV62) in- 
volved i n  a C.Q. evolut ion  i n  the  s t r a i t s  of Florida.  During t h i s  hot  pad detachment, 



t he  "Red Rippers" had an impressive 100% s o r t i e  completion r a t e  and a l s o  in te r -  
cepted the  f i r s t  r e a l  t h r e a t  a i r c r a f t  of the  year ,  t w o  MIG 21 f i g h t e r s  from 
Cuba. 

Returning t o  Virgin ia  Beach on the 26th of  Ju ly ,  FITRON ELEVEN 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  another SEA FLAG exerc ise  innd began FCLP i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
o f  the  upcoming work-ups. From August Fourth t o  the  s i x t h ,  FITRON ELEVEN pro- 
vided support fo r  the  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV67) a s  she completed sea t r i a l s  
following an extensive yard period. From August 7 to August 23, we prepared for 
our f i r s t  sea period with the  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV67) and Airwing THREE. 
During this t i m e ,  FITRON ELEVEN a l s o  had its comnand inspect ion  by Fighter  Wing 
ONE. The f i n a l  s tepping stone completed, the  "RIPPERS" boarded the  USS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV67) on August 24 for  ref resher  t r a i n i n g  o f f  the  e a s t  coast .  
Proceeding south, the  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV67) a r r ived  i n  Mayport, F lor ida  on 
the  28th. Here, during a dependents day ccuise ,  the  "RIPPERS" performed i n  an 
impressive airshow on the  29th. Back a t  sera l a t e r  t h a t  day, the  USS JOHN F. 
KENNEDY (CV67) s a i l e d  to the GITMO operat ing a r e a  o f f  the  coas t  of Cuba. On 
September 13th,  the  "RIPPERS" returned t o  NAS Oceana and received the  l a s t  F-14 
TOMCAT, s i d e  number 112 (BUN0 #159454) on the 14th. 

For the  remainder of September, FITRON ELEVEN was shorebased. A highly suc- 
c e s s f u l  missile shoot  from the  15th to the  17th was ind ica t ive  of the  t r a n s i t i o n  
progress of the  maintenance department. A l l  missiles were launched successful ly  
except  one which was l a t e r  diagnosed a s  a missile f a i l u r e  and not  t h a t  of the  
weapons system. The miss i l e  was replaced and successful ly  f i r e d  on the  25th of  
September. During t h i s  period, the  aircrews prac t iced  t h e i r  e l e c t r o n i c  counter- 
measure s k i l l s  i n  another SEABAT Exercise. 

Type Training began on October 9 a s  e i g h t  (8) F-14A flew aboard the  USS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY. Operating off the  e a s t  coas t ,  the  period included another 
miss i l e  shoot on the  16th i n  which both AIM-9H SIDEWINDERS and AIM 7E-4 SPARROWS 
were f i r e d .  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY opera t ions  ended on the  18th and the  "Rippers" 
returned t o  NAS Oceana. 

On 23 October, Change of Command ceremonies were rendered a s  
CDR D. A. SHARER re l ieved CDR P. W. PIERCE. Later i n  October, the  "RIPPERS" 
f lew ten  (10) TOMCAT a i r c r a f t  back aboard the  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV67) and the  
f i n a l  workup period,  which included the  Operat ional  Readiness Examination (ORE), 
began. S a i l i n g  t o  the  Puerto Rican operat ing a rea ,  the  crews and troops spent 
the  days preparing themselves and the  a i r c r a f t  for  the  upcoming ORE. The s h i p  
dropped anchor on November 8 t h  i n  the  harbor of Char lo t te  Amalie, S t .  Thomas, Virgin 
I s l ands  fo r  a w e l l  earned l i b e r t y  period. Weighing anchor on the  l l t h ,  the  s h i p  
s a i l e d  back to the  Puerto Rican area. On the  12th,  w e  had another successful  
m i s s i l e  shoot a s  t r a i n i n g  continued. Type Training THREE, which began on the  
24th of November, was successful ly  i n i t i a t e d  by the  f i r s t  PHOENIX (AIM-54A) 
miss i l e  shoot fo r  t h e  "Rippers." In  t h i s  exerc ise ,  two (2) AIM-54A PHOENIX 
missiles were f i r e d  and both successful ly  tracked and in tercepted  the  drone 
t a r g e t s .  F l i g h t  opera t ions  and missile exerc ises  continued for  the  rest of 
November and on the  f i r s t  of  December, the ORE began. I n  t h i s  operat ion,  the  
"Rippers" completed 58 of  62 scheduled sorties i n  a th ree  and a ha l f  day 
exe rc i se ,  and earned a grade of high excel lent .  The "Rippers" were now f u l l y  
combat ready. 



With ORE complete, the USS JOHN F. KENNEDY ((3767) slowly made i t s  way back to  
Nor folk, Virginia. In this  t ransi t ,  numerous Russian BEAR (TU-95) a i rcraf t  were 
intercepted and escorted as they attempted airborne reconnaissance of the 
carrier group. On the 10th of December, the airwing returned to NAS Oceana. 

The remainder of December was that of preparation. With cruise to 
begin on January fourth, "Red Ripperw aircrews and troops were never far from 
their a i rcraf t  and closed out the year polishing their s k i l l s  for 1982 and the 
upcoming deployment. 



SQUADRON O F F I C E R  LOSSES AND GAINS - 1981 

09 Jan 

27 Feb 

31 Mar 

0 1  Jun  

3 0  Jun  

03 A u g  

2 0  A u g  

23 Oct 

2 4  O c t  

2 7  Oct 

11 N o v  

07 Dec 

11 Dec 

- LT n   USN, received for duty from 
Fighter  Squadron ONE ZERO ONE (VF-101)  . 
LCDR   , USN, received for duty f r o m  VF-101.  

L T J G   ,  USNR, transferred to  t h e  U n i t e d  States 
N a v a l  R e s e r v e  (USNR) . 
ENS  , USN, received for duty f r o m  VF-101.  

ENS  ,  USNR, received for duty f r o m  VF-101.  

LCDR  , USN, received for duty  f r o m  VF-101. 

ENS ,  USN, received for duty f r o m  
N a v a l  Supply C o l l e g e ,  A t h e n s  G e o r g i a .  

L T   , 17SN, received for duty f r o m  VF-101.  

L T   , USN, transferred to  HELLSUPRON S I X  
for duty. 

LCDR , USN, received for duty f r o m  VF-101. 

CDR Peter W. PIERCE, USN, transferred to COMFITWINGONE 
for duty. 

CDR Donald A. SHARER, USN, received for duty  f r o m  VP-101.  

LCDR  ,  USN, transferred to USNR. 

L T  , USN, received for duty f r o m  VF-101.  

ENS  , USN, transferred to COMFITWINGONE 
for duty. 

L T J G   ,  USN, transferred to  COMFITWINGONE 
for TEMDU, 

L T      received for duty from VF-101.  

L T   , USN, transferred to  COMFITWINGONE 
for TEMDU. 

ENS , USN, received for duty  f r o m  
VF-101.  




