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COMMAND HISTORY REPORT 

, 
I. Basic H i s t o r y  

A. Chronology o f  Events - 1980 

01 JAN t o  02 JAN o USS FORRESTAL t r a n s i t s  t o  Naples, I t a l y  

02 JAN t o  04 JAN - USS FORRESTAL a t  anchor, Naples, I t a l y ;  
s a f e t y  standown conducted 01 JAN t o  03 
JAN. 

05 JAN t o  07 JAN - USS FORRESTAL weighs anchor f o r  c y c l i c  
operat ions i n  t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea. 

08 JAN t o  13 JAN - I n w r t ,  Naples, I t a l y  

14 JAN t o  20 JAN o USS FORRESTAL weighs anchor f o r  the  
Eastern Mediterranean. USS FORRESTAL 
proceeds t o  opera t ing  area n o r t h  o f  
Crete. M i s s i l e  exerc ise was conducted 
on 18 JAN. One A I M  7E2 and two AIM-9G 
m i s s i l e s  were f i r e d ,  a l l  guided. 

21 JAN t o  26 JAN o USS FORRESTAL cont inues c y c l  i c  operat ions 
i n  t r a n s i t  t o  Alexandria, Egypt. 

27 JAN t o  30 JAN - USS FORRESTAL anchors o f f  A1 exandria, 
Egypt. Aircrews v i s i t  Egyptian f i g h t e r  
base where MIG-21's a re  demonstrated. 

31 JAN t o  05 FEB o USS FORRESTAL departs Alexandria f o r  
operat!ons south o f  Crete. 

06 FEB t o  09 FEB - USS FORRESTAL anchors a t  Haifa, I s r a e l  . 
LCDR  awarded Golden 
T a i l  hook f o r  h ighes t  i n d i v i d u a l  land ing  
grades f o r  JAN. 

1 C  FEB t o  13 FEB - USS FORRESTAL departs Ha i fa  f o r  o p e r a t i o ~ ~ s  
enroute t o  Athens, Greece. 

14 FEB t o  18 FEB - USS FORRESTAL anchors a t  Athens, Greece. 

19 FEB t o  23 FEB - USS FOHRESTAL i s  underway and conduct ing 
f i v e  days o f  c y c l i c  operat ions enroute 
t o  Naples, I t a l y .  

24 FEB t o  05 MAR - USS FORRESTAL anchored i n  Naples, I t a l y .  

06 MAR t o  14 MAR o USS FORRESTAL departs Nap1 es f o r  operat ions 
i n  t he  Tyrrhenian Sea. On 14 MAR th ree  
a i r c r a f t  f l y - o f f  f o r  ACM PET a t  Sigonel la,  
S i c i l y .  
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15 MAR t o  26 MAR - USS FORRESTAL p i  e r s i  de, Pal ermo, S i c i  1 y 
f o r  maintenance. Four a i rc rews cont inue , 
ACM t r a i n i n g  i n  S igone l la  w i t h  VA-83. 

27 MAR t o  03 APR - USS FORRESTAL departs Palermo f o r  opera- 
t i o n s  enroute t o  Toulon, France. Two 
a i r c r a f t  f l y - o f f  on 03 APR f o r  ACM DET, 
&tress Letube. 

04 APR t o  09 APR - USS FORRESTAL anchored a t  Toulon, France. 

10 APR t o  15 APR - USS FORRESTAL underway. During t h e  per iod  
12 APR t o  1 5  APR USS FORRESTAL p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  NATO exerc ise "DASIXN w i t h  French 
f i g h t e r  squadrons. 

1 6  APR t o  21 APR - USS FORRESTAL a t  anchor, Barcelona , Spain . 
22 APR t o  24 APR - USS FORRESTAL departs Barcelona f o r  Rota, 

Spain. 

25 APR t o  26 APR - USS FORRESTAL anchored Rota, Spain. 

27 APR t o  06 MY - USS FORRESTAL departs Rota, Spain f o r  
t r a n s i t i n g  A t l a n t i c .  Nine a i r c r a f t  
f l y - o f f  f o r  NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a  on 05 MAY. 

07 MAY - USS FORRESTAL p i e r s i d e  Mayport, F lo r ida .  

08 MAY t o  15 JUN - Squadron stands down f r o r  c r u i  se. A i r c r a f t  - - -  . 
a re  prepared f o r  t r a n s f e r .  

16 JUN ~ i r s t '  c lass  o f  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  f-7.4 afverew begins 
work w i t h  F igh ter  Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE. 

17 JUN t o  26 JUN - F igh te r  Squadron ELEVEN cont inues t r a n s i t i o n -  
i n g  e f f o r t .  

27 JUN - Change o f  Command; CDR PIERCE re1 ieves CDR 
WISE. 

28 JUN t o  27 JUL - Squadron cont inues t o  prepare for F-14A 
a i r c r a f t .  

28 JUL - Second group o f  a i rc rew begin s tud ies  w i t h  
F igh ter  Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE. 

29 JUL t o  01 OCT - Aircrews cont inue F-14 t r a i n i n g .  
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02 OCT - F i r s t  F-14A a r r i v e s ;  BUN0 # 159017. 

03 OCT t o  04 NOV - T r a n s i t i o n  cont inues.  

05 NOV - F i r s t  F-14A s o r t i e  w i t h  a  squadron 
a i r c r a f t  i s  f lown. 

06 NOV t o  20 NOV - T r a n s i t i o n  cont inues.  

21 NOV t o  09 DEC - F i r s t  c l a s s  o f  a i r c r e w  beg in  FCLP work 
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  c a r r i e r  qual i f i c a t i o n .  

10 DEC t o  16 DEC - F i r s t  c l a s s  o f  a i r c r e w  qua1 i f y  i n  F-14A 
aboard USS AMERICA. 

17 DEC t o  21 DEC - E f f o r t  cont inues t o  ready a i r c rews  and 
a i r c r a f t  t o  j o i n  AIRWING THREE. 
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B. NARRATIVE 

With the  new decade o f  t h e  e i g h t i e s  the  RED RIPPERS ushered i n  t h e i r  
f i f t y - t h i r d  year  as the  o l d e s t  cont inuously  operated f i g h t e r  squadron. 

January began w i t h  t h e  RED RIPPERS aboard the  USS FORRESTAL as she 
weighed anchor i n  Marsel le,  France enroute t o  Naples, I t a l y .  This  per iod  
o f  t ime was u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  new year 's  s a f e t y  stand down. 

I n  and o u t  o f  Naples t h e  RED RIPPERS worked up w i t h  A i r  I n t e r c e p t  
and CAP s o r t i e s  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  a  m i s s i l e  shoot. The shoot was con- 
ducted on t h e  18th o f  January w i t h  one AIM-7E and two AIM-9G m iss i l es  
success fu l l y  guid ing.  

I n  t r a n s i t  t o  po r t s  east, the RED RIPPERS conducted t r a i n i n g  i n  a i r -  
to-ground del  i ve ry ,  AIC, ACM, and Mar i t ime-A i r -Super io r i t y  missions. 
On t h e  28th t h e  men o f  F igh ter  Squadron ELEVEN enter ta ined an Egyptian 
A i r f o r c e  Squadron who re turned the  gesture by g i v i n g  a  t o u r  o f  one o f  
t he1 r MIG-21 a i rbases near Cairo. 

February began w i t h  c y c l i c  opera t ions  south o f  Crete enroute t o  Hai fa,  
I s r a e l  . LCDR  was awarded t h e  Go1 den T a i l  hook Award fo r  
t h e  h ighes t  i n d i v i d u a l  l and ing  grades f o r  the  month o f  January. Cyc l i c  
operat ions cont inued i n t o  Athens, Greece on t h e  14th o f  February. Out 
o f  Athens, t h e  RED RIPPERS conducted CAP missions and ACM t r a i n i n g  en- 
r o u t e  t o  t h e i r  anchorage on the  24th a t  Naples. 

I n  March t h e  RED RIPPERS conducted a i r - to-ground,  AIC,and ACM f l i g h t s  
i n  t he  Tyrrhenian Sea. On the  14th, th ree  a i r c r a f t  f l ew  o f f  w i t h  crews 
f o r  an ACM detachment i n  Sigonel la ,  S i c i l y  working var ious scenarios 
w i t h  t h e  A-7's o f  At tack Squadron EIGHTY-THREE. The USS FORRESTAL was 
p i e r s i d e  i n  Palermo, S i c i l y  f o r  maintenance. On the  27th the  USS FORRESTAL 
departed f o r  Toulon, France and the  ACM detachment a i r c r a f t  re tu rned 
t o  the  ship. March was t h e  RED RIPPERS best month f o r  t he  year i n  terms 
o f  t o t a l  hours f lown, man) o f  which were ACM hours. 

The RED RIPPERS began A p r i l  w i t h  A I C  and ACM s o r t i e s  i~ prepara t ion  
f o r  t h e  NATO exerc ise  "DASIX". Two a i r c r a f t  were launched t o  the  French 
a i rhase a t  rstres, Letube f o r  ACM f l i g h t s  aga ins t  t he  French A i r f o r c e .  
From t h e  12 th  t o  t h e  15 th  t h e  RED RIPPERS p a r t i c i p a t e d  as f i g h t e r  escorts 
du r ing  DASIX and saw numerous engagements w i t h  French Mirage F-1 and F-3 
a i r c r a f t .  Cyc l i c  operat ions cont inued f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  the  month w i t h  
stops i n  Barcelona, Spain and an anchorage a t  Palma, Spain f o r  s t a f f  
t r a n s f e r  w i t h  the  USS SARATOGA. 

On t h e  24th o f  A p r i l  t h e  USS FORRESTAL l e f t  t he  Mediterranean thea te r  
f o r  t he  t r a n s l a n t  w i t h  a  s top  i n  Rota, Spain. The Wing gathered together  
here f o r  one l a s t  awards ceremony and banquet p r i o r  t o  t he  te rminat ion  
o f  t h e  c ru ise .  
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The l a s t  few hours o f  c r u i s e  f l i g h t  t ime was  flow^ i n  the  f i r s t  week 
o f  May p r i o r  t o  t he  f l y -o f f .  The f l y - o f f  took place on the  5 th  o f  May 
when n ine  a i r c r a f t  re tu rned home t o  Oceana and the  crowd o f  welcoming 
fami l ies  and f r i ends .  

The RED RIPPERS f l e w  the  l a s t  f i f t y  hours i n  t he  F-4 Phantom i n  the  
month o f  May as the  a i r c r a f t  were prepared f o r  t r a n s f e r  back t o  the  f l e e t .  

I n  June t h e  squadron began t o  break-up as t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  the  F-14A 
a i r c r a f t  approached and a i r c rew  not  i nvol ved were t rans fe r red .  

On June 16th the  f i r s t  group o f  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  a i rc rew began classes 
w i t h  F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE. Extensive ground school ing on 
a i r c r a f t  systems and many hours i n  t he  f l i g h t  s imu la to r  were completed 
by t h e  F-14 RIPPERS. The maintenance crews were concur ren t ly  being t r a i n -  
ed through the  F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE FRAMP syl labus.  

On the 27 th  o f  June a Change o f  Command Ceremony was h e l d  i n  which 
CDR Aubrey L. WISE was r e l i e v e d  by CDR Peter W. PIERCE. The ceremony 
was h e l d  i n  hangar 500 w i t h  CAPT Edwin KOHN, Jr,  Commanding O f f i ce r ,  
USS FORRESTAL, as guest speaker. 

By J u l y  t h e  f i r s t  group o f  a i r c rew  began f l y i n g  t h e  new a i r c r a f t  and 
developing t h e i r  radar  system s k i 1  1 s. The maintenance team began t r i c k 1  i n g  
back t o  t h e  squadron spaces from F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED ONE a t  t h i s  
t ime as we prepared for  our  new a i r c r a f t .  On the 28th t h e  f i n a l  group 
o f  a i r c rew  began t h e i r  c lasses w i t h  t h e  RAG. 

August and September were spent i nc reas ing  a i r c rew  p r o f i c i e n c y  and 
gear ing up f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  our  f i r s t  F-14A. 

October was a h i s t o r y  making month f o r  t h e  RED RIPPERS o f  F igh ter  
Squadron ELEVEN as the  f i r s t  F-14A a i r c r a f t ,  BUN0 # 159017, was received 
on t h e  2nd. As t h e  maintenance team began work on t h e  new a i r c r a f t ,  
t h e  a i r c rew  cont inued t h e i r  s tud ies  on F-14 Weapons Systems and E lec t ron ic  
Warfare Equipment. The f i r s t  F-14A hours i n  a RIPPER a i r c r a f t  w i t h  R I P P E R  
a i r c rew  were compiled t h i s  month. 

Through t h e  month o f  November t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  e f f o r t  cont inued w e l l  
on schedule. Aircrews were complet ing requ i red  s o r t i e s  and t h e  maintenance 
teams were near ing  a f u l l  compliment. The f i r s t  scheduled f l i g h t  f o r  
o u r  F-14A occurred on t h e  5th. With most o f  t he  basic  work done, t h e  
f i r s t  c lass  began FCLP work on the  21st  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i -  
ca t i on .  

December was a very  successful  month as the  RED RIPPERS compiled over  
s i x t y  hours i n  t h e i r  new a i r c r a f t .  Maintenance cont inued t o  massage ou t  
t he  i n i t i a l  problems o f  the  new b i r d  and maintained a v i a b l e  weapons p l a t -  
form. 

The f i r s t  group o f  a i r c rew  reached a major mi lestone i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
from t h e  10th  t o  t h e  16 th  as they  q u a l i f i e d  together  on the  USS AMERICA. 
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As t h e  year  drew t o  a c l ose  t h e  RED RIPPERS took  some w e l l  deserved 
t ime  t o  r e l a x  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and en joy  t n e  Christmas h o l i d a y  a t  
home. 

The year  1980 was an  ex t reme ly  successful  year  f o r  t h e  RED RIPPERS. 
A sense o f  p r i d e  and p ro fess iona l i sm  on c r u i s e  and ashore earned many 
accolades f o r  s o r t i e  comple t ion  r a t e  and se rv i ces  prov ided.  The RIPPERS 
have demonstrated t o  t h e  Navy t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  make smooth t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  
f rom Phantoms t o  Tomcats and though t h e y  miss t h e  days o f  t h e  F-4, t h e y  
a r e  eage r l y  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  w i t h  t h e  F-14A i n  p repa ra t i on  t o  
j o i n  C a r r i e r  A i r  Group THREE. The new decade has begun i n  s tandard 
RIPPER s p i r i t .  

I I . Operat ions Summary 

MONTH TOTAL HRS -- HRS DIN -- TOTAL TRAPS DIN TOTAL SORTIES --- - 
JAN 310.5 246,6163.9 149147 201 

FEB 304.8 240.3/64.5 150/40 192 

MAR 330.4 263.7/66.7 134146 220 

APR 272.9 247.7125.2 181127 187 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

NOV 

DEC 
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111. Squadron O f f i c e r  Losses and Gains - 1980 -- - 
23 JAN - LTJG USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  NAS Pensacola, 

F lo r i da  f o r  duty. 

- LCDR  , USNR rece ived f o r  du ty  f r o m  
F igh te r  Squadron 171. 

07 APR - ENS , USNR received from AFAITC Lowry, 
AFB f o r  duty. 

11 JUN - CW02  USN, received f o r  duty. Appointed 
CW02 t h i s  date from e n l i s t e d  s ta tus .  

27 JUN - CDR Aubrey L. WISE, USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Nat ional  Defense 
Un ivers i ty ,  Washi~gton,  D. C. f o r  duty. 

- CDR , USN, t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  CHNAVMAT, 
Washington, D. C. f o r  duty. 

- LCDR  USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  FITRON 43, 
NAS OCEANA, V i r g i n i a  f o r  duty. 

- LCDR , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  AKTRON 45, 
NAS Key West, F l o r i d a  f o r  duty. 

- LT , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  F igh ter  Squadron 
171, NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a  f o r  duty. 

- LT , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  FITRON 43 . NAS 
Oceana, V i r g i n i a  f o r  duty. - - -  - 

- LT  USN t r a n s f e r r e l  t o  CMDR, 522 Tac t i ca l  
F igh te r  Squadron, Cannon AFB, New Mexico f o r  duty. 

- LT  USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  TRARON 22, NAS 
K i n g s v i l l  e, Texas f o r  duty. 

- LT   USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  TRARON 10, NAS 
Pensacol a, fl o r i  da f o r  duty.  

- LCDR USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  COMFITWING ONE, 
NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a  f o r  duty. 

- CW02 , USN, t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  F igh te r  Squadron 
101, NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a .  

02 JUL - CDR  USN, rece ived f o r  du ty  from F igh ter  
Squadron 101, NAS Oceana , V i r g i n i a  . 

07 JUL - LCDR ,--CSN, t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  COMDT, AFSC, 
Norfo l  k, V i r g i n i a  f o r  duty. 

29 JUL - LT  USN rece ived f o r  du ty  from F igh ter  
Squadron 101, NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a .  
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- CW02 , USN rece ived f o r  du ty  from 
F igh te r  Squadron 101, NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a  . 

31 JUL - LT   USN re leased t o  i n a c t i v e  duty 
i n  USNR. E f f e c t i v e  date 31 J u l y  80. 

12 AUG - CW02  USN received f o r  du ty  from 
PATRON 30, NAS Jacksonv i l l  e, f l o r i  da. 

26 SEP - CW02 , USN, t rans fe r red  t o  NAVAVSCOLSCOM, 
NAS Pensacola, f l o r i d a  f o r  TEMDUINS FFT To: He l icopter  
Combat Support Squadron S I X ,  Nor fo lk ,  Va f o r  duty. 

31 OCT - ENS  , USN rece ived from F igh ter  Squadron 
101 f o r  duty. 

06 NOV - LT , USN received f o r  du ty  from F igh te r  
Squadron 101. 
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