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COMMAND HISTORY REPORT 

I .  B a s i c  H i s t o r y  

A .  Chronology of  Events  - 1979 

0 1  J A N  t o  0 1  FEB - Prepared  f o r  ACM Coven t iona l  Weapons 
d e l i v e r y  a t  NAS Roosevel t  Roads. 

02 FEB t o  22 FEB - Conducted ACM t r a i n i n g  and Coven t iona l  
Weapons d e l i v e r y  a t  NAS Roosevel t  Roads. 

23 FEB t o  25 MAR - Conducted Radar I n t e r c e p t ,  Convent ional  
Weapons, Low Leve l  Nav iga t ion ,  and I n -  
s t r u m e n t a l  t r a i n i n g .  

26 MAR t o  19 APR - Prepared  f o r  REFTRA aboard  t h e  USS FORRESTAL. 

20 APR - Change of Command. CDR Wise t a k e s  command. 

21  APR t o  26 APR - Prepared  f o r  REFTRA. 

27 APR t o  12 MAY - Conducted CQ aboard  t h e  USS FORRESTAL 
d u r i n g  REFTRA. 

1 3  MAY t o  05 J U N  - Prepared  f o r  TYT-2. 

06 J U N  t o  18  J U N  - Conducted C Q  and C y c l i c  O p e r a t i o n s  Q n  
USS FORRESTAL d u r i n g  TYT 1. 

19 J U N  t o  05 JUL - Prepared  f o r  ACM t r a i n i n g  i n  FFARP. 

06 JUL t o  26 JUL - Conducted ACM t r a i n i n g  i n  FFARP. 

26 JUL t o  1 3  AUG - Prepared  f o r  COMTUEX aboard  t h e  USS 
FORRESTAL. 

1 4  AUG t o  30 AUG - Conducted COMTUEX TYT2 aboard  t h e  USS 
FORRESTAL. 

31  AUG t o  18  SEP - Prepared  f o r  TYT3 ORE. 

1 9  SEP t o  1 9  OCT - Conducted TYT3 aboard  t h e  USS FORRESTAL 
A i r c r a f t  100 exper ienced  a ramp s t r i k e  
21 Sep. ORE was conducted 12-14 Oct.  

20 OCT t o  1 6  NOV - Prepared  f o r  Medi te r ranean  C r u i s e .  

17  NOV t o  20 NOV - Conducted REFTRA aboard  t h e  USS FORRESTAL. 

21 OCT t o  26 NOV - F i n a l  P reps  f o r  Med Cruise .  

27 NOV t o  08 DEC - FORRESTAL conduc t s  A t l a n t i c  Cross ing .  

09 DEC t o  1 3  DEC - I n p o r t  Rota ,  Spa in .  
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14 DEC to 20 DEC - Conducted Cyclic Operations aboard 
USS FORRESTAL. 

21 DEC to 31 DEC - In port Marseille, France. 
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B .  NARRATIVE 

Nineteen hundred and seventy-nine  marked t h e  f i f t y -  
second y e a r  t h e  RED RIPPERS have c o n t i n u o u s l y  o p e r a t e d  
a s  a  f i g h t e r  squadron.  

During t h e  month of  January  t h e  RED RIPPERS p r e p a r -  
ed f o r  t h e i r  upcoming detachment  t o  Roosevel t  Roads by 
f l y i n g  many bombing and ACM s o r t i e s .  ACM s o r t i e s  con- 
s i s t e d  of  2V1 and 2V2 m i s s i o n s  a g a i n s t  F-15s from Langley 
AFB and F-14s from NAS Oceana. Convent ional  weapons s o r -  
t i e s  were made a t  Dare County bombing r a n g e  s o u t h  of  Oceana. 

On t h e  2nd o f  February  VF-11 f l e w  9 a i r c r a f t  t o  NS 
Roosevel t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico.  For  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  weeks 
t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  i n t e n s i v e  d i s s i m i l a r  ACM 
program a g a i n s t  A-4s and F-5s and l i v e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  weapons 
d e l i v e r y  a t  t h e  t a r g e t  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Vieques .  

Upon r e t u r n  t o  NAS Oceana, t h e  RED RIPPERS had a  chance 
t o  r e l a x  f l y i n g  a  number of  low l e v e l  r o u t e s  th rough  t h e  
mountains of  V i r g i n i a  when t h e  weather  p e r m i t t e d .  Soon 
t h e y  would have t o  g e t  back t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  f l y i n g  a- 
board  t h e  s h i p .  

On t h e  2 6 t h  of March t h e  RED RIPPERS s t a r t e d  FCLP t r a i n -  
i n g  a t  F e n t r e s s  a i r f i e l d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  workups. How- 
e v e r ,  t h e  squadron c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l y  low l e v e l  and ACM f l i g h t s  
a s  w e l l  a s  a  m i s s i l e  shoo t  i n  which 2  A I M  7F Sparrows were 
f i r e d .  

On t h e  2 0 t h  of  A p r i l  a  change o f  command ceremony was 
h e l d  i n  which CDR Kent Kilby was r e l i e v e d  o f  command by CDR 
Aubrey Wise. The ceremony was h e l d  o u t d o o r s ,  c l imaxed by 
a  f o u r  p l a n e  diamond f l y o v e r  l e d  by LT .  Guest 
s p e a k e r  of t h e  ceremony was Cap ta in  Thomas P. S c o t t .  

On t h e  28 th  o f  A p r i l  i t  was t i m e  t o  f l y  aboard  t h e  USS 
FORRESTAL f o r  REFTRA. She had s e t  s a i l  f o r  Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba where s h e  o p e r a t e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  few d a y s .  Due t o  prob- 
lems m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  bow c a t a p u l t s  and hav ing  t o  f l y  o f f  one 
day e a r l y  because  of  no h e l o  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  on ly  f o u r  crews 
were a b l e  t o  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  s h i p  p u l l e d  i n t o  May- 
p o r t  on t h e  1 2 t h  of  May. 

The n e x t  t h r e e  weeks were s p e n t  s h a r p e n i n g  combat s k i l l s ,  
f l y i n g  t r a i n i n g  i n t e r c e p t s ,  and s i m u l a t e d  sh ipboard  l a n d i n g s  
i n  t h e  FCLP p a t t e r n  a t  F e n t r e s s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  TYT-1. 
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On t h e  6 t h  o f  June  VF-11 f l e w  aboard  t h e  USS FORRESTAL 
t o  complete c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  With in  3  days  a l l  t h e  
crews had q u a l i f i e d ,  s o  c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  began.  Day a f t e r  
day t h e  s h i p  and t h e  a i r w i n g  worked t o g e t h e r  and improved 
u n t i l  by t h e  1 6 t h  t h e y  were a  f i g h t i n g  u n i t ,  r eady  t o  t a k e  
on A i r  Force  r a i d e r s  i n  a  lfWar a t  Sea" e x e r c i s e .  The squad- 
r o n  h e l d  i t s  own w e l l ,  t a k i n g  many b o g i e s  f o r  eve ry  f r i e n d l y  
l o s t .  The f l y o f f  t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  even ing  of  18  June .  

R e t u r n i n g  t o  NAS Oceana VF-11 had t h r e e  weeks to p r e p a r e  
f o r  upcoming FFARP ( F l e e t  F i g h t e r  ,kCM Readiness  Program) w i t h  
t h e  a g g r e s s e r  squadron VF-43. On t h e  6 t h  of  J u l y  t h e  ACM 
s o r t i e s  began,  f i r s t  1 V 1  F-4 a g a i n s t  F-5s and A - 4 s  and t h e n  
g r a d u a t i n g  t o  4 ~ 4  i n  t h e  l a s t  week. D e s p i t e  bad weather  and 
poor  VACAPES ACMR a v a i l a b i l i t y  t h e  RED RIPPERS f l e w  104 s o r -  
t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  3  weeks, l o s i n g  on ly  one t o  maintenance .  Ra- 
d a r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  was a l s o  a t  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e v e l  o f  81%.  

Upon comple t ion  o f  FFARP VF-11 p repared  t o  go back t o  t h e  
s h i p ,  f l y i n g  numerous FCLP s o r t i e s  a t  F e n t r e s s .  The f l y o f f  
f o r  TYT-2 t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  1 4 t h  o f  August and once a g a i n  f o r  
3  days  t h e  squadron c o n c e n t r a t e d  on g e t t i n g  a l l  i t s  a i r  crews 
c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i e d .  On t h e  4 t h  day c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  began,  
l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  "War a t  Sea" e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  A i r  Force .  
A f t e r  7 days  t h e  Ifwar" was o v e r ,  s o  t h e  RIPPERS f l e w  o f f  on t h e  
3 0 t h  o f  August. 

TYT-3 and t h e  ORE l a y  ahead,  s o  VF-11 t o o k  advantage  o f  
t h e  t i m e  a s h o r e  t o  p r e p a r e  i t s  a i r p l a n e s ,  i t s  maintenance  crews 
and a i r c r e w s  f o r  t h e  coming a t  s e a  p e r i o d .  

The 1 9 t h  o f  September found t h e  RIPPERS f l y i n g  aboard  t h e  
USS FORRESTAL w i t h  c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  b e g i n n i n g  immedia te ly .  
On t h e  3 rd  n i g h t  a i r c r a f t  100 exper ienced  a  ~drnj3:: s t r i k e ,  s h e e r -  
i n g  t h e  s t a r b o a r d  mainmount. Dual e j e c t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  by 
LTJG  i n  t h e  r e a r  s e a t .  LCDR  was p ick-  
ed up i n  t h e  w a t e r  s u s t a i n i n g  minor i n j u r i e s  w h i l e  LTJG  
s u s t a i n e d  major  i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  when he  l anded  on t h e  f l i g h t  
deck and became t r a p p e d  under  t h e  b u r n i n g  a i r c r a f t .  He was r e -  
l e a s e d  from t h e  h o s p i t a l  s e v e r a l  weeks l a t e r .  
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The USS FORRESTAL s a i l e d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  w a r m  w a t e r s  o f f  
Roosevel t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico where it would o p e r a t e  f o r  
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  TYT-3. I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ORE, a 
MISSILEX was h e l d  i n  which two AIM-7 Sparrows guided suc-  
c e s s f u l l y .  On t h e  1 2 t h  of  October  VF-11 was r e a d y .  For  
two days  a n o t h e r  "War a t  Sea1' s c e n e r i o  r a g e d ,  d u r i n g  which 
VF-11 f l e w  48 s o r t i e s ,  and s h o t  2 s u c c e s s f u l  o u t  o f  3 un- 
announced m i s s i l e  s h o o t s .  The RED RIPPERS ea rned  a n  over-  
a l l  g rade  o f  High Excel len&z<,  The n e x t  t h r e e  days were 
s p e n t  a t  anchorage i n  P u e r t o  Rico .  USS FORRESTAL s t a r t e d  
back t o  Mayport on t h e  1 7 t h  o f  October  v i a  t h e  Windward 
Passage .  On t h e  1 8 t h  t h e  RIPPERS f l e w  o f f  home t o  NAS 
Oceana. 

Four weeks remained t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  Medi te r ranean  
C r u i s e .  A b r i e f  REFTRA was conducted  on t h e  1 7 t h  t o  t h e  
20 th  o f  November and on t h e  2 7 t h  t h e  USS FORRESTAL l e f t  
Mayport f o r  t h e  Medi te r ranean  a f i v e  month c r u i s e .  

VF-11 f l ew s o r t i e s  eve ry  day d u r i n g  t h e  t e n  day At lan-  
t i c  c r o s s i n g .  Four days  between t h e  9 t h  and 1 3 t h  o f  Decem- 
b e r  were s p e n t  i n  p o r t  i n  Rota ,  S p a i n .  

On t h e  1 4 t h  of  December t h e  USS FORRESTAL e n t e r e d  t h e  
Medi te r ranean  w i t h  VF-11 f l y i n g  CAP m i s s i o n s  d u r i n g  c y c l i c  
o p e r a t i o n s .  The 2 1 s t  o f  December found USS FORRESTAL p i e r -  
s i d e  i n  M a r s e i l l e ,  F rance  f o r  t h e  Chr is tmas  h o l i d a y  and 
u s h e r i n g  i n  of  t h e  New Year.  

The y e a r  of  1979 was a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  f o r  F i g h t e r  
Squadron ELEVEN. An unprecedented  maintenance e f f o r t  h a s  
s u p p o r t e d  a n  amazing s o r t i e  r a t e ,  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  RED 
RIPPERS Can-do s p i r i t  and p r i d e  i n  t h e  squadron.  The RED 
RIPPERS look  forward  t o  y e t  a n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  i n  1980. 

11. O p e r a t i o n s  Summary 

MONTH TOTAL HRS HRS D/N TOTAL TRAPS D/N TOTAL SORTIES 

J A N  235 217/18 N / A  155 

FEB 311 285/26 N/A 228 

MAR 270 245/25 N/A 181 

APR 156 

MAY 184 148136 62/42 1 4 1  

J U N  339 
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O p e r a t i o n s  Summary (CONTvD) 

MONTH TOTAL HRS HRS D/N TOTAL TRAPS D/N TOTAL SORTIES 

JUL 175  175/-  N/A 

AUG 451  351/100 160 /41  296 

SEP 1 6 4  119/45 52 /21  105  

OCT 465 230/235 120178 279 

NOV 202 137/65 51/19 147  

DEC 291  232/59 124/43 188  

Squadron  O f f i c e r  L o s s e s  and G a i n s  - 1 9 7 9  

1 5  Janua ry  - LT ,  USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  NAVFIT- 
WEAPSCOL NAS Miramar San Diego CA' for  d u t y .  

3 1  J a n u a r y  - LT   ,  USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
TRACON TEN NAS P e n s a c o l a  FL f o r  d u t y .  

28 F e b r u a r y  - LT   USN d i s c h a r g e d  
e f f e c t i v e  28 F e b r u a r y  1979 .  

1 9  March - LTJG  , USNR r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
f rom F i g h t e r  Squadron  1 7 1 .  

29 March - LCDR   USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
COMFITWING ONE NAS Oceana VA f o r  d u t y .  

1 7  A p r i l  - CDR  , USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
f rom F i g h t e r  Squadron  171 .  

20 A p r i l  - CDR   , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  USS 
AMERICA f o r  d u t y .  

1 0  May - LT  , USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
f rom F i g h t e r  Squadron  1 7 1 .  

1 5  May - LTJG  , USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
f rom F i g h t e r  Squad ron  1 7 1 .  

1 5  May - LTJG , USNR r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
f rom F i g h t e r  Squadron  171 .  

1 6  May - LTJG  , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
HUMRESMANSCOL NAS Memphis M i l l i n g t o n  TN f o r  
TEMDUINS FFT t o :  HUMRESMANCEN N o r f o l k  VA f o r  
d u t y .  
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Squadron O f f i c e r  Losses  and Gains (CONT ' D )  

2 1  May - LT  USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  ROMOSCOL 
NAS Pensaco la  FL f o r  TEMDUINS FFT t o :  NAVCRUIT- 
DIST Long I s l a n d  NY f o r  d u t y .  

4 June  - LT  , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  5 8 t h  
T a c t i c a l  T r a i n i n g  Wing Luke AFB A Z  f o r  TEMDUINS 
FFT t o :  426 T a c t i c a l  F i g h t e r  Squadron Luke AFB 
A Z  f o r  d u t y .  

4 June - LT   USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
F i g h t e r  Squadron 43. 

11 J u l y  - LT  K, USNR t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
AIRTEVRDN FOUR NAS P o i n t  Mugu C A  f o r  d u t y .  

1 3  J u l y  - LTJG ,  USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  du ty  
from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171.  

1 3  J u l y  - LTJG   USNR r e c e i v e d  f o r  d u t y  
from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171.  

22 October  - LT  ,  USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  
d u t y  from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171.  

22 October  - LTJG   USNR r e c e i v e d  f o r  du ty  
from F i g h t e r  Sq'uadron 171.  

2 2  October  - LTJG   USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  duty  
from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171.  

1 3  November - LTJG   USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  du ty  
from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171 .  

21 November - LCDR  , USN r e c e i v e d  f o r  du ty  
from F i g h t e r  Squadron 171 .  

1 7  December - LCDR  , USN t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Armed Forces  S t a f f  C o l l e g e ,  Norfolk  VA f o r  d u t y .  
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