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I. Basic Historv. 

1 JM to 5 JAN The squaw ccmpleted the Christman in-port 
period in Athens, Greece. 

6 JAN to 11 JZN A t  sea in the Mediterranean aboard USS FDRlESTAt 
(CVA 59), t k  squa- participatxd in referskr 
-=* 

12 JAN to 14 JZN Squadrcn visi&d Thessalmiki, G r e e o e .  

15 JPN W 24 JAN The squadnm pra ted  in  the Aegean Sea par- 
ticipating in a Carbat &adbess Assessmnt 
Exercise. 

25 JAN t o  30 JAN The squadron visited m s ,  Greece. A detadnuent 
was established in Sou% Bay, Creb for Air Cabat 
Maneuvering. 

31 JAN to 3 F I B  The squadrm cperated in th waters north of Crete. 

4 FEB 1973 The squadron anchored i n  Souda Ray, Qeb . 
5 FEB to  9 FEB The squadron cperated north of b t e .  

10 FEB to 18 FEB The squadrm visited m n s ,  Greeae. Tlae 2404 
LET a t  Souda Bay, mte *as reestablished. 

19 FEB to 23 I;EB squadmn qerated in th w a n  Sea and par 
ticipated in Naticnal Wek XV, a NZEO ambined 
fleet exercise. 

24 FEB to 25 F I B  The squadmn anchored in Augusta BwI Sicily. 

28 F ' 5  to  10 MAR The squadnm visited Palma de Mallorca, Spain. 

11 MAR to  13 MAR The squadron cperated in the WestErn Mediterranean. 

14 MAR to 2 1 MAR The squadron visited Baadcna, Spain. 

2 1  MAR t o  22 MRR T b  .sqmadmn -rated i n  the Western Wditerranean. 

22 MAR to 26 MAR W squadrcn visited Ewaelcna, Spain. 



25 MAR t o  26 MAR 

27 MAR t o  28 MAR 

29 MAR t o  31 MAR 

1 APR t o  2 APR 

3 APR t o  8 APR 

9 APR t o  13 APR 

14 1\PR t o  15 APR 

16 APR to 17 APR 

18 APR t o  6 MAY 

7 MAY t o  9 MAY 

10 MAY t o  13 MAY 

14 MAY t o  26 MAY 

27 MAY t o  3 JUN 

4 JUN t o  15 JUN 

16 JUN t o  24 JUN 

25 JUN t o  26 JUN 

27 JUN t o  28 JWN 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Palma de Mallorca, Spain. 

The squadron operated i n  the Western Mediterranean. 

The squadron anchored i n  Tunis, Tunisia where 
f lood  resaue operations were undertaken by the 
FO RRESTAL . 
The squadron operated i n  the cent ra l  and eastern ! 

Medi terranean Sea. 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Athens, Greece. The ACM DET 
a t  Souda Bay, Crete was reestablished. 

The squadron operated i n  the Aeggan Sea. 

The squadron operated wilth the ship a t  anchorage 
i n  K i t h i r a .  

The squadron operated nor th  o f  Crete, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  a MISSLEX. 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Athens, Greece. 

The squadron operated i n  the Ionian Sea. 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Corfu, Greece. A t  1000 on 
12 MAY 73 CDR J. E. TAYLIOR re l ieved  CDR P. B. BOOTH 
as Commanding Of f icer .  

The squadron operated i n  the Mediterranean p a r t i c i -  
pat ing i n  operation "SHABAZ" , a j o i n t  Turkish-U.S. 
exerci  se. 

The squadron v i  s i t e d  Athens, Greece. 

The squadron operated i n  the Mediterranean Sea p a r t i c i -  
pat ing i n  Exercise "DAWN PATROL", a SIXTH Fleet  
t r a i n i n g  exercise. 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Palma de Mallorca, Spain. 

The .squadron operated i n  the 'Western Mediterranean Sea. 

The squadron v i s i t e d  Rota, Spain. 
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29 JUN t o  4 JULY 

5 JUL 1973 

6 JUL t o  6 AUG 

7 AUG t o  30 SEP 

1 OCT t o  10 OCT 

11 OCT t o  5 DEC 

6 DEC t o  14 DEC 

14 DEC t o  31 DEC 

The squadron t r ans i t ed  the A t l a n t i c  enroute t o  
the Uni ted States. 

The squadron f lew from the USS FORRESTAL t o  i t s  
home base a t  NAS Oceana, V i r g i n i a  Beach, V i rg in ia .  

The squadron stood d m  f b r  a t h i r t y  day r e s t  period. 

The squadron t rans i t i oned  from the F4B t o  the F4J 
a i r c r a f t .  

The squadron deployed t o  NAS Fallon, Nevada t o  
conduct coordinated operations w i th  A i r  Wing 
SEVENTEEN. 

The squadron conducted ropt ine t r a i n i n g  missions 
and continued an extensi  vk maintenance program on 
the new a i  r c r a f t .  

The squadron CARQUALED aboard the USS FORRESTAL. 

The Rippers closed ou t  the year w i t h  a missle shoot 
on 18-19 DEC and continued w i t h  maintenance and 
modi f i  cat ion e f f o r t s .  
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B. Narrat ive. 

WORLD FAMOUS RED R I  PPERS FIGHTER SQUADRON ELEVEN 1973 

Nineteen Seventy Three marked the Forty-Sixth year the Red Rippers 

have been i n  continuous operation as a f igh te r  squadron. It was an 

i n te res t i ng  and exhaustive per iod presenting unique problems f o r  the 

squadron. A ten month cruise t o  the Mediterranean Sea aboard the USS 

FORRESTAL was conlpleted and imnediately followed by a t r ans i t i on  f r o m  

F4B t o  the F4J model Phantom I 1  a i r c r a f t .  The t rans i t ion ,  added t o  

the commitment t o  maintain a high s ta te  o f  we ra t i ona l  readiness 

meant many hours o f  hard work on the pa r t  olf both o f f i c e r s  and men 

i n  the squadron. I n  addi t ion t o  normal d i r f i c u l t i e s ,  the in te rna t iona l  

f ue l  shortage made i t s e l f  f e l t  on the squad~ron leve l  and tested the 

squadron's innovative abi li t i e s  as i t  attempted t o  maintain readiness 

i n  the face o f  reduced at-sea time. The s to ry  o f  1973 i s  p r ima r i l y  of 

how these problems were met and overcome by a combination o f  ind iv idua l  

i n i t i a t i v e  and team e f f o r t .  

The new year found the Rippers ending an eighteen day in -por t  

per iod i n  Athens, Greece. During t h i s  time maximum 1 i b e r t y  was the 

po l i c y  and men were wel l  rested and ready lx meet challenges of the 

second ha l f  o f  t h i s  ten month cruise. Aftelr pu t t i ng  out  t o  sea the 

f i r s t  order o f  the day was t o  r e f a m i l i a r i  ze the aircrews w i t h  the 

business o f  landing aboard the car r ie r .  The airwing conducted refresher 

c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t i ons  w i t h  each crew receiv ing the mandatory four  day 

t raps and two n i g h t  traps. 
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From 12 J a n u a r y  t o  26 F e b r u a r y  t h e  squadron  c o n d u c t e d  

r o u t i n e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i n t e r s p e r s e d  

w i t h  p o r t  c a l l s  t o  T h e s s o l o n i k i  and  A thens .  These r o u t i n e  

o p e r a t i o n s  were  b r o k e n  up by  A C M  d~e tachments  a t  Souda Bay, 

C r e t e  and  N a t i o n a l  Week X V ,  a  NATO e x e r c i s e .  

The Souda Bay ACM de tachment  was a g a i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  when 

t h e  s h i p  p u t  i n t o  Athens on 25 Janua ry .  The reasons  f o r  t h e  

de tachment  were  t w o - f o l d .  The f i r s t  was ACM t r a i n i n g .  Op- 

e r a t i n g  f r o m  a  s h o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  were no l o n g e r  

l i m i t e d  t o  one and a  h a l f  h o u r  c y c l e  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  s h i p -  

b o a r d  o p e r a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d .  W i t h o u t  a  minimum t i m e  a i r b o r n e  

r e s t r i c t i o n  a i r c r a f t  c o u l d  be o p e r a t e d  a t  maximum p e r f o r m a n c e  

t h u s  s i m u l a t i n g  a  more r e a l  i s t + f c  combat e n v i r o n m e n t .  The 

second  reason  f o r  t h e  de tachmen t  was t o  o b t a i n  maximum i i r c r e w  

p r o f i c i e n c y  d e s p i t e  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a t - s e a  t i m e .  I t  was 

a  good  p l a n  as e v i d e n c e d  by  t h e  2015 s o r t i e s  l o g g e d  b y  R i p p e r  

a i r c r a f t  d u r i n g  t h e  de tachment .  

N a t i o n a l  Week X V  began on 19 Flebruary and  t h e  squadron  

was a g a i n  o p e r a t i n g  a b o a r d  t h e  FORRESTAL i n  t h e  Aegean Sea. 

D u r i n g  t h i s  NATO e x e r c i s e  t h e  squadron  l o g g e d  37 CAP s o r t i e s .  

The e x e r c i s e  was g e a r e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  s u r f a c e  u n i t  o p e r a t i o n  

and  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and p r o d u c e d  a  minimum o f  u s e f u l  t r a i n i n g  

f o r  t h e  squadron .  The s q u a d r o n ' s  f l e e t  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  

were n e v e r  a d a q u a t e l y  t e s t e d .  W i t h  a  f r u s t r a t i n g  N a t i o n a l  

Week conc luded ,  t h e  FORRESTAL ancho red  i n  Augus ta  Bay, S i c i l y  

w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  NATO u n i t s  f o r  a  d e b r i e f i n g .  



From 26 February u n t i  1 28 March the squadron operated i n  the 

Western Mediterranean for  the f i r s t  time since the cru ise began. 

During t h i s  per iod  the squadron t o ta l ed  90 sor t ies  and logged 160 

hours o f  f l y i n g  time. At-sea time was broken up by a ten day v i s i t  

t o  Palma de Mal lorca and an eleven day v i s i t  t o  Barcelona, Spain. The 

change o f  scenery was we1 corned by a1 1 hands. 

Before re tu rn ing  t o  the Eastern Mediterranean, FORRESTAL was 

d iver ted t o  Tunis, Tunis ia where i t s  he1 icaptev squadron conducted 

f l ood  rescue operations. On 31 March, w i t h  rescue operations completed, 

the BORRESTAL departed f o r  the Eastern Mediterranean where the squadron 

would operate u n t i l  15 June. 

During t h i s  2 1/2 month per iod there ware several occasions and 

operations of h i s t o r i c a l  s igni f icance. On 14 A p r i l  the FORRESTAL, i n  

an attempt t o  reduce fue l  o i  1 consumpti on whi l e  maintain ing readiness, 

conducted f l i g h t  operations whi l e  anchored a t  the K i  t h i  r a  Anchorage. 

From a squadron standpoint i t  was a successful operation w i t h  pro- 

cedures being s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from normal. 

Immediately f o l l  w i n g  the K i  t h i  r a  experiment the squadron p a r t i  c i  - 
pated i n  a MISSILEX on NAMFI m iss i le  range nor th  o f  Crete. During t h i s  

exercise one A I M  7E-2 and three AIM-9 sidewinders were expended. A l l  

missi les tracked successful ly  and one AIM-9, f i r e d  by CDR P. 0 .  BOOTH 

w i t h  a Greek A i r  Force General observing from the rear  cockpit ,  scored 

a d i r e c t  h i t  and destroyed the ta rge t  drone. 
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On 12 May 1973 a t  1000 Commander James E. TAYLOR re l i eved  Commander 

Peter B. BOOTH and became the Forty-Sixth Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  the Red 

Rippers. The ceremony was he ld  on the USS FORRESTAL1s f l i g h t  deck whi le  

a t  anchor i n  Corfu, Greece. Comnander BOOTH departed f o r  CONUS the 

fo l lowing day w i t h  orders t o  CNO i n  Washingtlon, D.C. 

On 13 May the FORRESTAL departed Corfu t ~ o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  Operation 

"SHABAZ", an in te rna t iona l  mul t i -serv ice he1 d by NATO. Operating o f f  the 

Turkish coast the Rippers flew 197 so r t i es  i n  support o f  the 14 day ex- 

ercise. The sor t ies  were pr imar i  l y  s t r i k e  escor t  and Combat A i r  Patrol .  

However, the squadron d i d  expend 51 MK 76 p rac t i ce  bombs and four  5" 

Zuni rocket pods. A f te r  completion o f  "SHABIAZ" the squadron pa id  a l a s t  

p o r t  c a l l  t o  Athens, Greece. 

On 4 June the squadron again pu t  t o  sea t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  exercise 

DAWN PATROL. During t h i s  F lee t  exercise the Rippers logged 167 so r t i ed  

and expended 45 MK 76 p rac t i ce  bombs and 8 5" zuni rockets. Dawn 

Pat ro l  was p r i m a r i l y  a surface u n i t  exercise and f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  were 

n o t  u t i l i z e d  t o  t h e i r  f u l l  capab i l i t i es .  

With Dawn Pat ro l  behind the FORRESTAL moved west and anchored i n  

Palma de Ma1 l o r ca  on 16 June f o r  an e i g h t  day p o r t  o f  c a l l .  This was 

followed by a one day o p e r a t i ~ g  per iod and a v i s i t  t o  Rota, Spain whew 

the Rippers passed along lessons learned duving the cruise t o  her  

re1 i e v i  ng squadron aboard the U. S.S. INDEPENDENCE! 

On 28 June the FORRESTAL departed Rota, Spain f o r  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  

and on 5 Ju ly  the Rippers f lew twelve a i r c r a f t  from the FORRESTAL t o  

i t s  home base a t  NAS Oceana, V i  r g i  n i  a Beach, VA. A we1 1 earned stand 

down per iod was commenced. 
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Af ter  the 30 day stand dawn per iod the Rip~pers returned t o  f u l l  s t rength 

and prepared t o  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  the F4B t o  the F4J a i r c r a f t .  This involved 

a great  deal of refresher t r a i n i n g  and re t r a i n i ng  f o r  both o f f i c e r s  and men. 

Af ter  devoting most of J u l y  and August t o  schmls  and t r a i n i n g  the squadron 

recei  ved i t s  fi rs t F4J on 20 August . 
With many of the new a i r c r a f t  enter ing the inventory and requ i r ing  

special  maintenance, the maintenance department o f  the squadron was hard 

pressed t o  ready the a i r c r a f t  f o r  an upcoming a i rw ing deployment t o  NAS 

Fallon, Nevada. I n  add i t i on  t o  repa i r ing  and maintaining the new a i r c r a f t ,  

the o l d  F4B1s had t o  be kept  i n  up status fo r  t r ans fe r  acceptance. During 

t h i s  time a 60 hour work week was the ru l e  ra ther  than the exception. These 

hours were a lso t o  continue f o r  the remainder o f  the year. The long hours 

and hard work pa id  o f f  on September 30th when e i g h t  F4J a i  r c r a f t  departed 

Oceana f o r  NAS Fallon. 

The Fa1 lon depl oyment was or iented towards overa l l  a i  rwing coordination 

and ACM prac t i ce  f o r  the f ighters .  From 1 October through 9 October the 

squadron logged 136 sor t ies ,  69 o f  which were ACM hops, against o ther  F4's 

o r  a g i i h s t  A-4 Skyhawk opposit ion suppl ied by VF-43 o r  "TOPGUN", the Navy's 

f i g h t e r  weapons school. The remainder o f  the hops were devoted t o  a i r  

i n t e r cep t  hops and s t r i k e  escort.  The deployment provided a gread deal of 

useful  t r a i n i n g  and was a much needed refresher. 

The Rippers returned t o  NAS Oceana on 12 October and continued regu lar  

t r a i n i n g  through the end o f  November. A great  deal o f  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  was 

devoted t o  F i e l d  Car r ie r  Landing Pract ice as the squadron ant ic ipated the 

upcoming c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t i ons  i n  December. A f a c t o r  which g rea t l y  reduced 

a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  t h i s  t ime was a major e l ec t ron i c  countemasures 

modi f i c a t i  on known as PRIDE . 
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On 6 Decerrber i t  was back ou t  t o  the ship for  c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t i ons .  

Operating p r i m a r i l y  out  o f  NAS Oceana, each crew f lew t o  the USS FORRESTAL 

and got the requ i s i t e  4 day and 2 n i g h t  traps. On the 19-20 December a 

miss i le  shoot was held and only one A I M  9B was expended, which was 

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the lack o f  avai lable weapons systems due t o  the PRIDE 

modi f i  ca ti on. 

Following the missi l e  shoot the maintenance e f f o r t  centinued, w i t h  

the exception o f  the Christmas weekend, i n t o  the new year  preparing f o r  

a January month-long shipboard deployment. 
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F L I G H T  I N  FORMATION 

JAN 

FE B 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

J UN 

J UL 

AU G 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL HOURS DAY HOURS 

2 9 2 . 9  2 2 r . 2  

DAY 
N I G H T  HOURS - TOTAL SORTIES S O R T I E S  

N I G H T  CARRIER LANDINGS 
SORTIES DAY/NIGKT 
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JAN 1 9 7 3  DEC 
OFFICER LOSS & RECEIPTS 

RANK - 
L T J G  
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LTJG 
LT J G  
CDR 
CDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LT J G  
L T J G  
ENS 
ENS 
LT 
L T  
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT 
CW02 
LT 
LT 
LTJG 
ENS 
ENS 
ENS 
ENS 
LT 
LCDR 

NAME 

  
  
  

.   
  
  
  

P . B .  BOOTH 
R.E. KNAPP 

  
  

.   
  
  

.   
    

  
   
 
  
  
  

.   
 

 
  

 
 

  

DATE 
REP /DET 
- -  

9 JAN (R)  
1 FEB (D) 
1 6  FEB (D) 
2 0  MAR (D) 
25  MAR (D) 
2 7  APR (R)  
2 7  APR (R) 
1 2  MAY (D) 
1 4  MAY (R)  
1 6  JUN (D) 
2 3  J U L  (R)  
2 7  J U L  (R) 
2 7  J U L  (R)  
10  J U L  (R)  
1 2  J U L  (R)  
1 4  J U L  (D) 
1 4  J U L  (D) 
1 AUG (R)  
4 AUG ( R )  
2 0  AUG (D) 
2 0  AUG (D) 
2 7  S E P  (D) 
2 8  S E P  (D) 
30 S E P  (D) 
1 6  OCT (R) 
1 6  OCT (R) 
2 3  OCT (R)  
23  OCT (R) 
31 OCT (D) 
1 4  NOV (D) 
3 0  NOV (D) 
2 6  DEC (R)  

FROM/TO 

VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
P/G SCOL MONTEREY 
NAS O c e a n a / S e p a r a t i o n  
NAS O c e a h a / S e p a r a t i o n  
NAS O c e a n a / S e p a r a t i o n  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
CNO (OP-60) WASH, D.C. 
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
P/G SCOL MONTEREY 
NAS C 
VF-101,   AS O c e a n a  
VA-45 DET ONE, K.W. FLA. 
USNA, FURAS 
USNA, FURAS 
VX-4, PT.  MUGU, CA. 
VT-86, NAS GLYNCO, GA. 
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
N X  QUONSET P T .  R . I .  
FITWINGONE, NAS O c e a n a  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
FITROhl 1 2 4 ,  NAS MIRAMAR 
VF-101 ,  NAS O c e a n a  
CNATRA, NAS CORPUS C H R I S T I ,  TX 
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
NAVAVSCOLSCOM, NAS P e n s a c o l a ,  FL.  

II II I 1  R 

NAVAIREAGCEN, PHILA,  PA. 
VF-101,  NAS O c e a n a  
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OFFICERS ON BOARD 
END OF YEAR 

1973 

RANK - 
CDR 
CDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LCDR 
LT 
LT 
L T  
LT 
LT 
LT 
LT J G  
LTJG 
L T J G  
LTJG 
L T J G  
LTJG 
LTJG 
LT J G  
LTJG 
L T J G  
LT J G  
LTJG 
LT J G  
LTJG 
L T J G  
LTJG 
ENS 
ENS 

NAME 

J.E. TAYLOR 
R.E. KNAPP 

  
  

  
  
  

   
  
  

  
 
 H  
  

.   

.   
 T  
  

.    

.   
 

 
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  
  

B I L L E T  

C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  
O p e r a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r  
Maintenance O f f i c e r  
Safety O f f i c e r  
QMA D i v i s i o n  O f f i c e r  
NATOPS O f f i c e r  
A/C D i v i s i o n  O f f i c e r  
LINE O f f i c e r  
A v i o n i c s  Amnament D i v i s i o n  O f f i c e r  
A s s i s t a n t  M a i n t e n a n c e  O f f i c e r  
R I O  T r a i n i n g  O f f i c e r  
M a t e r i a l  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r  
Personnel O f f i c e r  
A/F B r a n c h  O f f i c e r  
E l e c t .  Instruments B r a n c h  O f f i c e r  
F l i g h t  O f f i c e r  
P/P B r a n c h  O f f i c e r  
A v i a t o r s  E q u i p m e n t  O f f i c e r  
L e g a l  O f f i c e r  
F i r e  C o n t r o l  B r a n c h  O f f i c e r  
C o m m u n i c a t j o n s  O f f i c e r  
LSO O f f i c e r  
P A 0  O f f i c e s  
M a i n t e n a n c e  A d m i n .  O f f i c e r  
M a i n t e n a n c e  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r  
C o r r o s i o n  C o n t r o l  O f f i c e r  
AIO 
ESO 
F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t  




