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CCKMA?lD HISTORY R$PORT 

1. Chronoloav of Events 

1 Jan t o  5 Jan 1970 

5 Jan t o  10 Jan 1970 

10 Jan t o  20 Jan 1970 

20 Jan t o  27 Jan 1970 

27 Jan t o  31 Jan 1970 

31 Jan t o  6 ~ e b  1970 

6 Feb t o  16 Feb 1970 

17 F$b t o  21 Feb 1970 

21 Feb t o  1 Mar 1970 

2 Mar t o  9 Mar 1970 

10 Mar t o  19 Mar 1970 

19 Mar ta  25 Mar 1970 

26 Mar t o  1 Apr 1970 

1 Apr t o  9 Apr 1970 

9 Apr t o  15 Apr 1970 

15 Apr t o  20 Apr 1970 

20 Apr t o  30 Apr 1970 

The Re?. Rippers v is i ted  Cannes, France through the 
Holida2-s . 

Aboard USS FOREIESTAL, the squadron operated i n  bhe 
easter.1 Mediterranean. 

The sqadron v is i ted  Valletta,  Malta 

Aboard USS FORRESWL, the squadron operated i n  the 
Ionian Sea An a i r c r a f t  was l o s t  a t  sea with no 
casualties.  

USS 'FOBRESTAL anchored a t  Souda Bay. The squadron 
detczhed four a i r c r a f t  ashore for  A i r  Combat 
Maneuvering training. 

Exer",se Eational Week was conducted with USS 
F. D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42). On 5 February an a i r c ra f t  
rnade a barricade a r res tmnt  on board &Js FORRESTAL 
with no casualties a 

The ~~quadron visitled Athens, Greece 

Aboard USS FORRESIIAL, the squadron operated i n  the 
Ionian Sea. 

The squadron v is i ted  Weiste,  I t a l y  

Aboard USS FORRESWL, the squadron operated i n  the 
Western MED. 

The squadron v i s i t ed  Barcelona, Spain 

Aboard USS FORRESWL, the ~q@dron operated i n  the 
Western Mediterranean. A Navy Leame Cruise was 
held on 19 March. 

The squadron v i  s i  tmd Canne s , France 

Aboard USS FORRESTAL, the squadron operated i n  the 
Ionian Sea. 

USS FORRESTAL anchored a t  Argostoli Bay, Greece. 

Aboard USS FOWSTAL, the squadron operated i n  the 
Ionian Sea. 

The squadron v is i ted  Valletta,  Malta. 
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1 May t o  7 May 1970 Aboard US5 FORRESTU, the squadron 
operated i n  the Ionian Sea with the 
Bri t ish Carrier, EMS -. 

7 M a y  t o  17 May 1970 The squadron v is i ted  Athens, Greece. 

17 Ma,y t o  24 May 1970 Aboard USS FORFtESTU, the  squadron operated 
i n  the Ionian Sea. 

24 May t o  27 May 1970 USS FORRESTAL anchored a t  Argostoli Bay, Greece. 

28 May t o  2 June 1970 The squadron vis i ted Corfu, Greece. 

3 June t o  11 June 1970 Aboard USS FORRESTAL, the squadron operated 
i n  the Ionian Sea and participated i n  
Exercise Dawn Patrol. 

12 June t o  18 June 1970 Aboard USS FORRESTAL, the squadron operated 
off  the coast of I s r a e l  and Egypt during the  
Jordanian Crisis. 

18 June t o  21 June 1970 USS FORREISTAL enroute t o  Naples, I ta ly .  

21 June t o  24 June 1970 The squadron vis i ted Naples, I ta ly .  

25 June t o  28 June 1970 The squadron v is i ted  Barcelona, Spain. 

28 June t o  8 July 1970 USS FORRESTAL enroute t o  Norfolk. The t radi t ional  
Air Wing f l y  off occurred on 7 July. 

9 July t o  15 mov 1970 The squadron m s  based sshore a t  NAS Oceana. The 
Chzinge of Command was held on 31 July, with 
CDR Ronald C. MILLER relieving CDR William E. G R m .  

13 Aug t o  30 Aug 1970 The squadron deployed a detachment t o  NAS 
Key West f o r  a l e r t  duty. 

6 Sep t o  11 Sep 1970 The squadron deplored a detachment t o  Pt. Mugu, 
California t o  par t ic ipate  i n  a vX-4 AGILE Missile 
project . 

3 Oct t o  5 Oct 1970 The squadron CARQJJALED aboard USS FORRESTAL. 

17 Oct t o  20 Oct 1970 The squadron C A R Q U W  aboard USS FORRESTAL. 

1 6 ~ o v t o 7 ~ e c  1970 BasedaboardUSSFORRESTAL, the squadronoperated 
i n  the western At lmt ic .  

8 Dec t o  Dec 1970 The squadron was based ashore a t  NAS Oceana, 
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Basic Narrative 

World Famous Red Rippers--Fightkr Squadron ELEVEN 1970 

The history of the World Famous Red Rippers began i n  1927. Though 

having had several designations, the Red Rippers remain the oldest con- 

tinuously operating f ighter  squadron i n  the Navy. While or iginal ly  designa- 

ted a s  Fighter Squadron FIVE they have kept the  or iginal  name and insignia. 

The Red Ripper insignia consists of a boar 's  head adopted from the  Gordon's 

gin bot t le ,  a s t r ing  of bologna, and a dark shleld beneath the  boar's head 

emblazoned with a red lightning bol t  and two red bal ls .  This insignia i s  

familiar t o  both mil i tary and c iv i l i an  personnel a t  home and abroad. For 

forty-four years, squadron plaques and insignias have been l e f t  wherever 

the Red Rippers have traveled. 

Achieving many awards, set t ing countlsss records, and establishing 

themselves as professional aviators, the Red Rippers have become t ru ly  

World Famous. The Red Rippers of 1970 have continued t o  add t o  t h i s  f ine  

history. 

Deployed t o  the Mediterranean i n  USS FORRESTAL, the  Red Rippers cele- 

brated Christmas and New Year 's  1970 while anchored i n  Cannes, France, On 

the 5th of January the  ship departed Cannes for  Malta, conducting f l i g h t  

operations enroute. After v i s i t i ng  Malta, operations were resumed i n  the 

Ionian Sea. On the  20th of January, an a i r c r a f t  was l o s t  a t  sea due t o  

hydraulic f a i lu re  of both Power Control systems. The p i lo t ,  UMI R. W. LEIEDS, 

and the Radar Intercept Officer, LCDR A. L. JORNSON, ejected safely over 

the Northern Ionian Sea. During the same pieriod of operations, the Command- 

ing Officer, CDR W, E. GREW, and his Radar Intercept Officer, LCDR D. A. 

MARTIN, made the 148,000th arrested landing on USS FORRESTAL. 
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On t h e  27th of J m u a r ~ r ,  3;t snchor i n  Soudc Bay, Crete, t h e  squadron 

sen t  a detachtnent o f  a i r , - i + ~ f i  ashx-e f o r  s i r - t o - z i r  combal t r a i n i n g  with 

Attack Squadron TWO ORE SIX'S Ah-E'S.  Early i n  February USS FORRESTAL with 

VF-11 aboard pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a j ~ i n - I ;  exercise with USS ROOSEVELT (cVA-4-2). 

On t h e  5 th  of February a f t e r  l o s s  of a r i g h t  wheel, LT J. A. BEST and Radar 

I ~ l t e r c e p t  Officer, LTJG R. P. HOLT, made a barr icade  engagement on board 

USS FORRESTAL. No i n j u r i e s  were involved. I n  t h e  next por t  of ~811, Athens, 

Greece, t h e  squadron held a p a r t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e i r  wives. On 

16 February USS FORRESTAL departed Athens and continued operat ions i n  t h e  

Ionian Sea, concentrat ing on a i r  in te rcep t  t r a in ing .  A t  t h e  end of  February, 

USS FORRESTAL anchored z t  Tr ies te ,  I t a l y .  

The beginning of &rch found USS FORRESTAL conducting opera t ions  i n  t h e  

Ionian Sea while proceedillg west through t h e  MED enroute t o  Barcelona, Spain. 

A Navy League Cruise wczs coi~ducted on t h e  lg th ,  and subsequently, operat ions 

wsre continued i n  t h e  western MED. Many se rv ice  hops were conducted i n  or- 

de r  t o  provide important t r a i n i n g  f o r  USS FORRESTALfs defenses. During this 

period AMH3 E. W. PETERS spotted a submarine t r a i l i c g  t h e  ship, and was com- 

mended by RRDM HOUSE, COMCARIIIV FOUR, f o r  h i s  a l e r t n e s s  on watch. The end 

of March and t h e  beginning of Apr i l  found t h e  squadron anjoyi ,~g another v i s i t  

t o  t h e  fasc ina t ing  por t  of Cannes. While i n  por t ,  United S t a t e s  Senators 

Strom Thurmond, Birch Baye, and Chcrles Percy v i s i t e d  t h e  ship.  The ship  

dep'vted Cannes on t h e  1st of  Apri l  and operated i n  t h e  Ionian Sea. Jusk 

p r i o r  t o  enter ing anchorage a t  Argostoli,  Greece, on t h e  gth, a detachment 

from t h e  squadron was sent  t o  NAF Signonella, S i c i l y ,  f o r  more n i r - to -a i r  

comba-t t r a in ing .  Over-lend a~ ld  over-water low l e v e l  NAV/ATTAM routes  were 

flowu i n  col~junct ion w h h  ACM t r e i n i n g  m d  on t h e  l a s t  dzy a coordinated 

Alpl-a s t r i k e  was coriducted agains t  Panchino tnrge-L. The operat ion proved 
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highly successful and provided necessary t ra in ing  tha t  could not have been 

provided during normal shl:jboard operations. During the l a s t  of April  and 

throughout the month of May, operations were conducted i n  the Ionian Sea with 

the Br i t i sh  Carrier HMS HERMES. A short  anchorage i n  Argostoli was followed 

with a por t  v i s i t  t o  Athens from the 7th t o  the 17th of May. After opera- 

t i n g  i n  the Ionian Sea from the 17th t o  the 28th of May, the Red Rippers en- 

joyed a por t  v i s i t  i n  Corfu, Greece u n t i l  the  3rd of June. wera t ions  com- 

menced again i n  the Ionian Sea, and the Red Rippers par t ic ipated i n  Exercise 

Dawn Pa t ro l  which included un i t s  from many NATO countries.  

With the r i s e  of the ,Tol-danian Crisis, USS FOmSTAL moved eas t  and 

conducted operations off the coast of I s r a e l  and Egypt. A s  the c r i s i s  quiet- 

ed down, USS FORRESTAI, proceeded f i r s t  t o  Naples, I t a l y ,  f o r  a three day 

v i s i t ,  and then t o  Eercelona, Spain, arr iving the 24th of June. The turn- 

over t o  YSS SARATOGA (CVA-60) was conducted on June 28th and USS FORRESTAL 

proceeded back t o  the United S ta tes .  

On the 7th of July, CDR GREER l e d  Fighter Squadron ELEVEN i n  the t rad i -  

t i ona l  fly-eff t o  NAS OCEAW. USS FORFU?STAI; arr ived i n  Norfolk on the 8 th  

of July and the squadron moved ashore t o  NAS CCEANA the following day. 

Very few f l i g h t s  were conducted during the remainder of the month of July 

due t o  the squaClron stand-down. During t h i s  period a i r  crews attended var i -  

ous schools i n  an e f f o r t  t o  increase t h e i r  professional knowledge. 

On the 31st of July, CDR R. C. MILLER relieved CDR W. E. GREER a t  a 

Red Ripper Change of Command ceremony held a t  NAS O C U N A .  The posit ion of 

Executive Officer was f i l l e d  by CDR A. M. LINDSEY. 

Unable t o  obtain addit ional quotas f o r  the West Coast "Top Gun" School, 

the junior of f icers  of Fighter Squadron ELFVEN decided t o  create t h e i r  own 

syllabus of a i r - t o -a i r  combat t a c t i c a l  training--"Mini Top Gun." en the  13th 
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of August the Red Rippers sent  a detachment t o  NAS Key West f o r  "hot pad" 

duty. While there, nuch of the "Mini Top Gun" ground t ra in ing  was conducted 

t o  prepare the Red Ripper a i r  crews f o r  the concentrated a i r - t o - a i r  combat 

t ra in ing  scheduled t o  follow. A i r  operations a t  Key West were considered 

highly successful; f i f t y  valuable t ra in ing  so r t i e s  or iented towards a i r  con- 

ba t  were completed, 

September began with the Red Rippers sending a detachment t o  Point Mugu, 

California t o  take pa r t  i n  a VX-4 Agile Misgile Developement Project  . The 

Red Rippers were the only East Coast squadron t o  par t i c ipa te .  The project  

was conducted on the  Pac i f ic  Missile Range and exercised employment of Phan- 

tom I1 f i g h t e r  t a c t i c s  against  F-86~ a i r c r a f t  simulating Soviet Bloc a i r -  

c r a f t .  With t h i s  project  culminating the  "Mini Top Gun" program, the de- 

tachment returned t o  NAS OCEANA on the 11th of September. 

I n  September LCDR R. W. LEEDS of the Red Rippers completed l i a i s o n  e f -  

f o r t s  with the U.S. A i r  Force a t  Langley AFB, and an A i r  Combat Training 

Syllabus involving the A i r  Force F-106's commenced, The Red Rippers were 

the  first i n  the  G C m  area  t o  par t i c ipa te  i n  a i r - t o - a i r  combat with U.S. 

A i r  Force F-106%. The "Mini Top Gun" pro jcct; and the F-106 ACM syllabus 

great ly  enhanced the a i r  crew'sproficiency and professionalism i n  a i r  combat 

maneuvering. During the  l a s t  of September, with fewer outside commitments 

and increaeed a i r c r a f t  ava i lab i l i ty ,  the  sqyadron was  able t o  conduct a con- 

ventional weapons and f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landing pract ice  syllabus. 

I n  response t o  the October Mid-East c r i s i s ,  the Red Rippers ca r r ie r -  

qual i f ied a l l  p i l o t s  during the f i r s t  week of the  month while on sea- t r ia l s ,  

ra ther  than during the l e t t e r  pa r t  of the month a s  was previously scheduled. 

The shipboard commitments afforded an opportunity t o  complete the a i r  i n t e r -  

cept syllabus. Ef for t s  were hampered by low a i r c r a f t  ava i l ab i l i t y  and ship- 
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board scheduling problems. During the end of October and the beginning of 

November the majority of t i a in ing  was devoted t o  conventional weapons and 

f i e l d  ca r r i e r  landing practice i n  prepsration f o r  the short  deployment sche- 

duled fo r  the end of November and ear ly  Bcsmber. During t h i s  period of 

time USS FORRESTAL operated i n  the western Atlant ic .  On the 7th of Decem- 

ber MAS George WEEKS, A i r  Force Exchange p i l o t  (member of the Red ~ i p p e r s ) ,  

landed on board USS FORRESTAL with LTCOL Clifford ALLISON, a lso  an A i r  Force 

Exchange p i l o t  (member of Commander-U. S. Second Flee t  STAFF.) This was the 

f irst  time aboard USS FORRESTAL, and possibly the f i r s t  time aboard any 

at tack ca r r i e r ,  t h a t  an a l l  A i r  Force crew landed an F-4 Phantom I1 on a 

ca r r i e r .  

On the 18th of &ceniber, E D R  R. W. WDS was conmnded and awarded the 

Navy Achievement medal f o r  coordinating the a i r - t o -a i r  combat t ra in ing  be- 

tween COMFAIRNORFOLK and the A i r  Force a t  Lmgley AFB. Training was minimal 

i n  December due t o  low a i r c r e f t  ava i l ab i l i t y  and Christmas leave, which be- 

gan on the 18th. During t h i s  period the Red Rippers relaxed and enjoyed the 

holidays with t h e i r  families.  On the 28th the sqyadron resumed f l i g h t  opera- 

t ions ,  and concentrated heavily on f i e l d  ca r r i e r  landing practice.  With the 

closing of the year Fighter Squadron ELFVEN was ready f o r  the MEP deployment 

scheduled f o r  ear ly  January of 1971 aboard USS FORRESTAL. 
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Documentary Annexes 

CDR W. C .  GBXER 

CDR R. C .  EXLLER 

LCDR M. M. SCOTT 

LCDR D. A. MARTIN 

LCDR R. W ,  LEEm 

LCDR N. H .  LOWERY 

U D R  A. L. JOHNSON 

LT A.  R. MAGANN 

LT W. P.  AIKEN 

LT S. B. HUSAK 

LT J. A. BEST 

a)  O f f i  leers i n  Fighter Squadron  ELEVEN 

J a n u a r y  1q0 

LT J. M. SUMNICK 

LT G.N.COOK 

LT J. W.  NEXEOUSE 

LT R. M. GILBERT 

LT M. J. PELLEGFUN 

LT F. L. ESPY 

LT R. V. WELCH 

LT T. G.  DATER 

LT J.P.EPIRLF: 

LTJG R. L. SURYAN 

LTJG R, G. ZWIEBEL 

LTJG J. T. WALTERS, JR. 

LTJG T. R. GLYNN 

LTJG C. A ,  BURNS 

LTJG W. S . JOHNSON 

LTJG D. L. BARDAL 

LTJG T. G. HUTCHINS 

LTJG D. L. KEPERLING 

LTJG R. P. HOLT 

WO Q. W. WOOD 

WO L. C . GRIGGS 
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Name - 
L T J G  D, L. KEPERLING 

L T  G. N. COOK 

L T  J. A. BEST 

LTJG R,  W. HARRISON 

LCDR M. M. SCOTT 

L T  J, M. SUMnTICK 

CDR W. E. GREE8 

LCDR D. A. MARTIN 

L T  R.V. WLCH 

L T J G  R. L. SURYAN 

L T  A. C. MAGAhTN 

WO-1 A. W. WOOD 

LCDR N. H. LOWEBY 

LT J. W. AEWHOUSE 

b )  Officers D e t a c h e d  From V F - 1 1  

ITanu~-~..y 1970 t h r  ~ l g h  December 1976 - - .- 
D a t e  - Area of Transfer 

22 M Y  HAVSTANORFOLK 

8 JULY NAS KINGSVILLE, TEXAS 

15 JULY VA-45 

20 JULY COMNAVAIRPAC 

24 JULY NAVWARC OL 

30 JULY VF-101 

31 JULY USS FORRESTAL 

10 AUGUST NAVMISCEN, PT. MUGU 

10 AUGUST VT-7 

25 AUGUST RELEASED TO INACTIVE DUTY 

4 SEPTF;1\IBER NAVAIRDEVCEN 

18 SEPTEMBER CVW- 17 

29 NOVEMBER COMNAVAIRLANT 

18 DECEM~ER RELE3SED TO INACTIVE DUTY 
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c)  O f f i c e r s  R e c e i v e d  i n  VF-11 

Name 

January 1970 through D ! e c e m b z r  1970 --- 

Date Area of T r a n s f e r  

MA3 G. M. WEEKS 7 FEBRUARY U,  S. A I R  FORCE 

LTJG P. C. BURGGREM 8 JUNE V F - 1 0 1  

LTJG D, E. LECLERE 22 JULY NAVUNIT, LOWERY AFB 

L T  J . F . L I P a E S  30 JULY VF-101 

LTJG C. W. BEYE3 13 AUGUST VF-101 

CDR A. M. LINDSEX 20 AUGUST VF-101 

LTJG R. H. EAST 28 AUGUST VF-101 

LTJG D. E. SMITH 31 AUGUST 

LTJG S. G. SANDERS I1 31 AUGUST 

L T  A. K. CEBROWSKI 23 SPTEMBER VF-101 

CW02 J. E. MOEIN 12 OCTOBER W V S T A  CUB1 PT.  

LTJG I?. R. KOCH 18 DECEME~FB VF- 101 

LTJG R. H. BUTLER 28 D E C ~ B E R  VF - 101 
t 
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d) FLIGHT INFORMATION 

TOTAL DAY NIGHT 
MONTH HOURS HOURS HOURS ---- 

TOT-2L DAY NIGIIT CARRIER LAnTDINGS 
HOTS HOPS HOPS -- - - DAY / NIGIIT 

CATAPULT 
SHOTS - 

FEB 295.3 208.4 86.9 

MAY 354.7 259-7 95.0 

JUbi 274.6 245.4 23.2 

AUG 164.7 150.3 14.4 

SEP 290.8 264.8 26.0 

OCT 225.7 140.6 85.1 

DEC 220.1 163.3 56.8 



e) Ordnance Expended 

January 1970 through December 1970 
l--_-__l__ _l__A_l___l 

Type Ordna~ce ------ Amount 

CHAFF (RNDS) 590 

MK-24 FLZRES 62 

MK-45 12 

MK-76 975 

MK-81 12 

MK-82 58 

MK-83  24 

9mm (RNDS) 240 

5.00 ZUhT RKT 6 

2.75 RKT 85 

AIM gB 9 

A I M  7D 6 

AIM 7E 11 
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f ) Radar Availability 

J B ~ ~ Y - ~ L Y Y  1970 through December 1970 ------ - --- -- -- 
blont h Redar Availability ---- 

JANUAXRY 32$ 

FEBRUA3Y 4.85 

MARCH 41$ 

APRIL 60% 

MAY 54$ 

JUNE 62% 

JULY t 67% 

AUGUST 4@ 

SEPTEMBER 41% 

OCTOBE3 29% 

NOVEMBER 5% 

DECEMBm ? 5$ 
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