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WORLD FAMOUS RED RIPPERS FIGmER SQUADRON EWEVEN 

Fighter Squadron EX@lEN, one of t h e  nat ion 's  o ldest  and most famous 
continuously operating f i gh t e r  squadron, t r a ce s  i t s  beginning t o  t he  
year 1927 when Fighter Squadron FIVE adopted t he  name "Red Rippers" and 
the  boar 's  head insignia.# Another fighber squadron already i n  existence 
was soon deployed a s  a pa t ro l  and bombing u n i t  and l a t e r  returned t o  
f i gh t e r  s ta tus ,  but the Red Rippers have remained i n  t he  f i gh t e r  com- 
munity s ince  t h e i r  1927 commissioning, proudly guarding t h e i r  name, 
ins ignia ,  and t rad i t ions .  

The boarb head and red and blue shie ld  ins ignia  of the  Red Rippers 
is  a famil iar  s i gh t  t o  both mi l i t a ry  and c i v i l i a n  personnel who have 
traveled abroad because squadron mementos is the  form of plaques and 
s t i cke r s  have been l e f t  a l l  over t he  world during t h e  squadron's forty- 
th ree  years of service t o  the  nation. I n  1969 the  Red Ripper name has 
probably been l e f t  on t he  moon f o r  fu tu re  v i s i t o r s ,  s ince  Captain 
Richard Gordon, crewman on Apollo Twelve, i s  himself a former Red 
Ripper f i gh t e r  p i lo t .  

Demonstrating uncompromising professionalism i n  Naval Aviation, the  
World Famous Red Rippers have proudly represented t h e  United S t a t e s  by 
es tabl ishing countless records and t r ad i t i ons  on t h e i r  many deployments 
throughout t h e  world. The 1969 Red Rippers have continued t o  enhance 
t h i s  f i n e  record of accomplishment. On t h e  move again f o r  more than 
e ight  of t h e  twelve months, t h e  squadroh spent only shor t  periods of 
time a t  i ts  home base, NAS Oceana i n  Vi tginia  Beach, Virginia. 

New Year ts  Day 1969 found t h e  Red Wppers about midway through a 
long, nine-month Mediterranean c ru i se  aboard t h e  USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) . 
During t he  l a s t  four months of the  deployment 1,229 f l i g h t  hours were 
accumulated by t h e  Rippers f l y ing  620 day and 140 night sor t i es .  Most 
s ign i f ican t  were operations during March i n  t h e  Ionian Sea, with t o t a l  
hours f o r  t he  month a t  l e a s t  double those of any previous month. 
While underway that month there  were allnost da i l y  in te rcep ts  of Russian- 
Egyptian Badger a i r c r a f t ,  and two aircrews received l e t t e r s  of commenda- 
t i o n  from Commander S ix th  F l e e t  f o r  the9r close-in photography of air- 
c r a f t  intercepted. 

Other high points i n  t h e  c ru i se  were f i r e  power demonstrations and 
a i r  shows for  NATO, the  I t a l i a n  War College, and R e a r  Admiral Charbonnet. 
During the  1969 portion of t h e  cruise  one Red Ripper made h i s  500th 
a r res ted  landing aboard USS F'ORRESTAL (CVA-59) and f i v e  more squadron 
p i l o t s  became double centurions. I n  the  same period several  prominent 
people were awarded t h e  coveted Honorary Red Ripper Ce r t i f i c a t e  a f t e r  a 
f l i g h t  i n  one of t he  squadronts F-43 Phantoms. Recipients were Father 
McCue, FORRESTAL8s World Famous Catholic Chaplain; Wing Commnde~2Cobb~~ and 
Squadron Leaders Allen and King of the  Royal A i r  Force; Lieutenant 
Colonel Jim walls, Seventh A i r  Force Liaison with the  squadron; 
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Commander Mort Golde, Commanding Officer of t h e  destroyer USS OIHARE; 
and Brigadier Egoisto Andalo of I t a ly .  

Red Rippers often r e c a l l  a notable incident  t h a t  occurred during a 
1969 in-port period a t  Athens. A newspaper a r t i c l e  was generated t h a t  
fu r ther  publicized the  Red Ripper name i n  t h i s  par t  of Europe. Sub- 
stance of t he  repor t  was t h a t  the  famil iar  red f l a g  bearing t h e  words 
"Another Home of t he  World Famous Red Rippersw hanging from t h e  f ron t  
of t he  squadron Admin ashore, was mistakenly construed t o  i den t i fy  a 
communist par ty  headquarters. Behind t he  f l a g  a surprised repor ter  
found t h e  U.S. Navyb oldest  f i gh t e r  squadron toas t ing  a party attended 
by Rear Admiral Charbonnet and Captain Swanson, t h e  A i r  Group 
Commander l 

Late i n  April  t h e  FORRESTAL (CVA-59) was re l ieved by t h e  USS 
KENNEm (CVA-67) and on Apri l  29th t he  Red Rippers arr ived a t  P ie r  
Twelve i n  Norfolk f o r  a well-deserved r e s t .  

During May the re  was a welcome-to-Phantoms party f o r  t h e  Blue -*, a semi-formsl " a l l  handsu partv a t  the  Oceana Enlisted Club, 
and a going-away party f o r  several  off icers .  June highl ights  were two 
weeks of hot pad duty i n  Key West, Florida and the  i n i t i a t i o n  of an 
elaborate, tactics-oriented t r a in ing  program by t h e  new Operations 
Officer- - 473 f l i g h t  hours were accumubted i n  these  two months a f t e r  
t h e  re tu rn  home. 

The squadron mourned t he  l o s s  of Lieutenant John Perry and 
Lieutenant ( junior  grade) Dave Crane on July s i x t h  when a landing 
accident a t  MCAS Cherry Point  claimed t h e i r  l ives .  Ju ly  was a busy 
month fo r  t he  squadron with air  s t r i k e s  out of HAS Cecil  Field i n  
Florida,  t h e  v i s i t  of twelve midshipmen, an ADMAT inspection, another 
going away party, a v i s i t  by the  crew of t h e  B r i t i s h  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  
HIS EAGLE and a change of command. Commander W. E. Greer, I11 
rel ieved Colamander D. D. Davison and became the  forty-second Red Ripper 
Commanding Officer . 

It was in Ju ly  t h a t  t h e  squadron once again s e t  t h e  pace i n  t ra in ing  
techniques by becoming t he  f i r s t  operational  f l e e t  squadron t o  use t ape  
recorders i n  airborne work. They a r e  ulsed on every hop and have become 
invaluable i n  debriefs.  They a r e  highlp recommended f o r  other f l e e t  
squadrons a8 a powerful t r a in ing  tool .  

Early i n  August t he  emphasis was on preparing aircrews f o r  t h e  up- 
coming c a r r i e r  qua l i f i ca t ions  and a heavy "bounce" schedule was flown a t  
Fentress Fie ld  near NAS Oceana. Quals were completed from 11-13 August 
and on the  U t h  t he  squadron began i ts  deployment t o  NAS Roosevelt Roads, 
Puerto R ~ c o ,  leaving detachments a t  Oceana and aboard FQRRESTAL (CVA-59). 
The miss i le  shoot was successfully completed and on August 23rd t he  Red 
Rippers flew t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and from there  on t o  FORRESTAL. 
The Rippers flew 586 hours i n  these  two months away from home; t h e  squadron 
returned t o  Oceana September 23rd. 
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Three weeks l a t e r  an  emergency r e c ~ l l  again brought t he  squadron 
out t o  sea,  t h i s  time f o r  th ree  days aboard FORRESTAL. A l l  but a hand- 
f u l  of Rippers, who were away on leave, were aboard sh ip  within hours 
of t h e  r e c a l l  notice. The re tu rn  home was short-lived, s ince  t h e  
squadron was back a t  sea two days l a t e r  on t h e i r  Operational Readiness 
Inspection. 

Despite t h e  l o s s  of an a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  OR1 was a marked success f o r  
t he  F-4's bombing capabil i ty.  The Rippers were tops i n  t h e  A i r  Wing 
during t h e  SINKEX, on which t he  Air Wing's grade depended. Attack a i r -  
c r a f t  scored only a s ca t t e r i ng  of h i t s  with numerous runs a f t e r  a Red 
Ripper had penetrated t h e  h u l l  of t h e  t a r g e t  vessel  with th ree  Sparrow 
missi les.  The Rippers then f in ished t he  job by inundating t h e  h u l l  
with the  Fragmentations and explosions of eighteen Mark 83's. Less 
than f i v e  minutes l a t e r  the  sh ip  sank. 

November was a month of extensive preparation f o r  the  upcoming 
Mediterranean deployment. The squadron took del ivery on several  new 
a i r c r a f t ,  and many new crewmen were report ing d i r e c t l y  from the  re- 
placement air group. Several  o f f ice rs  a l s o  dedicated a great  dea l  of 
time and work t o  provide inputs f o r  a revis ion of the OR1 and A.DMAT. 

On December 1st the  squadron loaded its twelve a i r c r a f t  aboard 
FORR.ESTAL a t  Norfolk and on t he  morning of December 2nd the  Red 
Rippers once again l e f t  famil ies  and f r i ends  behind a s  the  FORRESTAL 
sa i led  f o r  t he  Mediterranean. During a somewhat stormy but otherwise 
uneventful At lant ic  crossing the  readiness of t h e  Red Rippers was 
t es ted  on several  occasions by launching the  condition CAP a i r c r a f t .  
The turnover was held December 12th  and t h e  Rippers, along with the  
other embarked squadrons, joined t he  operating S ix th  F l ee t  forces. 
Enroute t o  waters south of S i c i l y  various exercises were conducted 
including t he  bombing of Capo Tuelado, a t a rge t  area  near Sardinia,  i n  
which t he  Red Rippers par t ic ipated.  While operating ea s t  of Malta two 
squadron a i r c r a f t  completed a successful  night in te rcep t  of an 
Egyptian Badger a i r c r a f t .  One of t he  Phantoms was flown by Captain 
C.A.L. Swanson, t h e  A i r  Group Commander, and a Red Ripper of t he  ea r ly  
f i f t i e s .  

On December 22nd, FORRESTAL entered t he  harbor a t  Cannes, France 
f o r  a two-week anchorage, and t he  Red Rippers of VF-11 prepared f o r  an 
enjoyable Christmas and New Year's Day i n  France. 
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0 1  JAN 69 t o  03 JAN 69: Continuad C h r i r W  v i s i t  i n  Cannor, Rm-. 

O3 JAN 69 t o  12 JAN 691 Norul  oparatiolu of CWS-17 off USS FQBBlSSTAL (CVAe59) 
i n  tha Central I4oditarr.n.m Sea, 

13 JAM 69 t o  20 J m  69: Aboard USS ~ S $ A L  (OVA-59). Tho Squadran vir i tad 
Val la t ta ,  M81t.e 

28 JM 69 t o  22 JAN 69: 15nrouta t o  Italy. 

22 JUI 69 te 23 JAM 69: W a r d  USS FORRESTAL (CVAm59). Tho Squdrm vir i ted 
m a t o ,  I taiy. 

23 J M  69 t o  27 J N  69: Oparaticms i n  tha Wartarn W.dit.rranem, 

28 JUS 69 t o  03 F116g 69: Aboard USS I rQOBISW (CVA-SO). The Squadran vir i tad 
~ap1.8, 1t.1~. 

04 m 69 t o  Of R3 69: Tho Squadron putioipatad i n  an A i r  Power daxnmtration 
for  HATO and the Ita1i.n W a r  Cellaga. 

98 FED 69 t o  09  FEB 69: Anchored a t  Suos Bay, Turkey. 

I@ PCB 69 t o  16 lC0 691 Aboard U88 FORlKSW (CVA-59). The Squadron viritod 
I l tmbul,  Turkey 

17 69 t o  81- nsb '69: Oparatianr i n  the Agean Sea. 

32 69 t o  28 nB 691 A b ~ u d  USS IrOQBV;SW (CVAeS9). The Squadron visited 
AtR.n . ,  Graace, 

01 MAR 60 t o  07 13AP 69: Oporatiasu i n  th. 1tmi.n Sea whioh ine1ud.d Firm 
P m r  Dmrarutratian for  IUDH C W W l W I " E .  

08 MAR 69 to  8)9 bUB 69: Enratta Triartq Italy. 

J8 MAR 69 to 17 M U  69: Aboard USS FUWSTAL (GVII*59)e The Squdren viritod 
Triash ,  Italy. 

J7 MAR 69 t o  28 Mllll 69: Oparatianr in  the Wartarn 19rditarrraam with a short 
anohorage a t  Pollnnra Bay, Spain. 
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- - .  
M 69 t o  08 ipR 6PL *~&~"uss  -6~w (OYb59). The Squadron visited 

Barcelona, . - Spain. 

99 #R 69 t o  14 APR 69: Operatioxu in  the Yestern LI.diterranean. 

JS APR 69 t o  19 APR 69: A b ~ d  USS -TU (CVA*59). The Stp.dFa *sited 
~ l r rae i i l e ,  warn. 

21) APR 69 t o  21 APR 69: tnroute t o  Rota, Spain. 

: fimovmr w i t s  the USS JORW F. lStNMEDY (CVbo67) and 
Wa32 md VF-14. 

23 APR 69 t o  29 APR 69: Crorring tho Atlantic onroute t o  Norfolk, Virginia. 

30 APE 69 t o  19 M Y  69: Leave period and r tmd  d m  fo l lwing  the aruire. 

19 MY 69 t o  13 Jrm 69: B u d  ukore  a t  NILS mama, Virginia aondueting normal 
training operatiow. 

14 JarN 69 t o  31) JU# 69: Deployed to W A S  Kqy West whare tk. Squadron stood 
oantinuaua r e d y  4 le r t  aa "IEOl PADW d u e .  

81 JWL 69 to  86 JUL 69: B u d  u b r e  a t  BA!3 Wema, Virginia conducting nonul  
training operati*. 

06 JUL 69 t Tragis accident a t  MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina 
in  whi ch we loat  ~n airorw. 

97 JUL 69 t o  14 JllL 691 B u d  u h s r .  at Ooe.aa# Virginia condutting normal 
training aperatiahr. 

11 JUL 69 to  18 JWL 69: Participated i n  CI1W-17 A i r  Striker i n  area of J ack ra~ r i l l e ,  
Florida and had d e t a a m n t  a t  lU Ceci 1. 

19 JUL 69 t o  23 JtJL 69s B u d  whore a t  M&j Ocema, Virginia oaducting norm1 
trainin8 mporatiah.. 

26 JtlL 69 L8 29 JWL 691 B u e d  u W e  a t  U S  Virginia conducting normal 
training operati w . 

3@ JUL 69 : CDR W. E. I31 relieved CDB D. D. DAVISON. 

31 IUIG 69 t o  10 M G  6 9 ~  Remaining a t  NAS Oeean8, Virginia* The Squdron beam 
a bavy *I)CWNCP schedule a t  Fentress Field in  prepuaa 
t im for o u r i e r  qualificatims. 

11 M G  69 t o  13 AUG 69: Carrier Q u a l i f i a d t i a ~ ~  abourd USS FURRESTaL (-59) off 
th. 88-t sf  Fldid.0 

+>- 
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" . 
J4 MG 69 t o  23 &I6 691 W i q  a. d e t a c b n t  at i(iS &m&'Virginia and aboard 

US3 MBBl6STAL (&+*59). The Squadron deployed t o  
Roosevolt l o d e ,  Puerto Rico for a missile shoot and 
partielpation in  a f lee t  exercise in the Carribbean Sea. 

: The Squadron flew and a i r l i f ted  to  Drirntarm, Cuba. 

25 AaC 69 t o  29 SEP 691 Aboard USS FOa%ESTAL (CVA-59). Tho Squadron participated 
in  exercises in  the Carribbean. 

24 SEP 69 t o  17 OCT 691 Bad a t  #AS Oeetma, Virginia condaeting normal training 
operatitm8. 

18 OCT 69 t o  2@ OCE 69: Tho Squadron was involved in an emergenuy deployment 
aboard WSS FOBBESTAL (CVAir59). 

29 OCT 69 to  22 OCT 69: Reanrrrad t o  NAS @wma, Virginia to  prepare for the - 
Operational Readiness Teat aboard US91 FOllRESTAL (CVA159). 

23 oCr 69 to  87 NOV 69: Operational Redinasr Inspection, daring which time the 
Squadron lost  an aircraft, but recovered the crew in  
good health. 

@7 HOV 69 t o  81 DIC 696 Based a t  WS Ooer(n8, Virginia. A raxirrr effort  was made t o  
prepare new aircraf t  and new aircrews for the upcoming der 
pl&g.cmt. 

@2 IKC 69 to  11 b E C  69: Crossed the Atlamtic aboard USS FORBlESTAL (CVA-59). 

13 WC 69 t o  22 =C 691 Op.tatiau in the Weatern lbditerranean with au t r i p  
through the Ionim bringing the Squ.drongs f i r s t  B m R  
interuept of the cmise. 

22 DEC 69 to JM 78s Aboard USS FOJULESTAL (CVA-59). Tke Squadran visited 
Caanes, France. 
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3. Documentary Annexes 

$art  I. Flight Information 

Month - 
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

A P ~  

w 
Jun 

Jul 

Bug 

S ~ P  

Oct 

Mov 

D e c  

Total 
Hours 

248.6 

234.0 

483 .O 

263.0 

252.0 

221.0 

244.0 

280.0 

306.0 

244.0 

215.0 

264.0 

D w  
Hours 

212.9 

191.0 

383 0 

228.0 

248.9 

213.0 

227.9 

190.0 

252.0 

191.0 

168.0 

226.0 

Night Total Day Night 
Hours HODS Ho~a HODS 

Carrier Landings 
Dav / Night 

107 26 

lo9 33 

216 80 

119 29 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

85 31 

82 48 

98 21 

42 13 

134 26 

Catapult 
Shots 

146 

142 

290 

w 
0 

0 

0 

116 

130 

119 

5 5 

150 
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3. Documentars Annexes 

A ~ ~ e n d f x  A. Part 1 

Ordnance Expqnded 
Januars 1969 - JaIiuam 1970 

T v ~ e  Ordnance amount 

2.75 RKT 654 

AIM 7 19 

AIM 9 24 

ZUNI 

MK-77 FIRE BOMB 
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3. Documentary Annexes 

t & P p e  Section 

1. The allowance of this command changed in October 1969 from a6 to an allowance of 239. On 31 December 
1969, the squadron on board count was 215, about 90% of allowance. 

2. The squadron was involved in the following legal matters in 1969: 

CO's Mast: 18 
Summar~r Courts: 02 
Special Courts: 00 

3. The reenlistment rate of the squadron for 1969 was as follows: 

Number Number First Number First Overall First 
Month bssirmed Eligible Cruise Career Reen. Cruise Career Rate Cruise Career 

Jan 223 0 5 04 01 01 00 01 2% 0% 100% 

Feb 221 02 02 00 00 00 00 0% 0% 0% 

Mar 220 0 5 04 01 01 00 01 20% 0% 100% 

Oet 248 21 21 00 00 00 00 0% 0% 0% 

Nov 226 14 14 00 02 02 00 15% 15% 0% 

Dec 215 01 00 01 01 00 01 100% 0% 100% 
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ClISUALTIES 

Fighter Squadron =EN experienced three  casual t ies  during the  period 

January 1969 t o  January 1970: 

LT John Logan PERRY 

USBR 65902  

Approximately 2143 on 6 July 1969 resu l t ing  from 

an a i r c r a f t  landing accident a t  KAS Cherry Point, 

North Carolina. 

LTJG David Samuel CRANE 

USNR 727680 

Approximately 2L$3 on 6 July 1969 resu l t ing  from 

an a i r c r a f t  landing accident a t  MCAS Cherry Point, 

North Carolina, 

BEW2 Louis Zigmund SIERUTA 

USN B13  41 9'7 

Approximately 2340 on 1 October 1969 resu l t ing  from 

an automobile accident i n  Deerfield, Massachusetts. 
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COMMAND HISTORY RFPOIiT 

3. Documentary Annexes 

01 JAN 69 to 01 MAY 69 

01 MAY 69 to 13 JUN 69 

14 JUN 69 to 30 JUPJ 69 

01 JUL 69 to 10 AUG 69 

11 AUG 69 to 13 AUG 69 

14 AUG 69 to 24 BUG 69 

24 AUG 69 to 23 SEP 69 

24 SEP 69 to 17 0CT 69 

17 OCT 69 to 20 OCT 69 

20 OCT 69 to 22 OCT 69 

23 OCT 69 to 07 NOV 69 

07 NOV 69 to 01 DEC 69 

02 DEC 69 to JAN 70 

US$ FORRESTAL ( CVA-59) MED 

NA$ OCEBNA, V I R G I N I A  

NA$ KMWEST, F'LORIDA 

NAS OCEANA, VIRGINIA 

USS FORRESTAL (CU-59) 

NAS ROOSEVELT ROADS, P-0 RICO 

U S  FORRESTAL ( WA- 59) CARIBBEAN 

Nu OCEANA, V I R G I N I A  

US$ F O F W S T A L  (CVA-59) 

NA$ OCEBNA, V I R G I N I A  

US$ FORREST& (CVA- 59) OR1 

NA$ OCEANA, V I R G I N I A  

US FORRIBTAU ( WA-59) MED 

TCrrAL 1969 134 DAYS at NAS OCEBNA 

231 DAYS DEPLOYED 
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