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CHRONOLOGY 

January: 

Introduction 

2nd I3  detached' 

15t h Annual ~ d m i n i s t  r a t  i v e b t  e r i a l  Inspect ion 

22nd Gunnery competition a t  15,000 fee t  

a+ Pi lo t s  day ca r r i e r  qualified on the U.S.S. IIQYTE 

31st Cornpet it ive exercise i n  rockets 

February: 

8th Received first F4U-4 Aircraft, 

8th/26th During t h i s  18 day period the squadron did the following: 

1. Transferred 16 F4U-5's 
* 2. Received 16 F4U-4's 

3. Flez p i lo t  familiarization f l i g h t s  in F4U-4's 
4. Flea day and n i t e  FCLP f l i g h t s  i n  F4U-41 s 
5. Fleli 25,000 fee t  gunnery competition i n  F4U-5' s 

11t h Close air support t ra in ing  exercise 

21St UJG  reported f o r  duty 

27t h Squadron moved t o  NUS, Oceana t o  embark in U. S.S. CORAL 
SEB 

29th A 1 1  a i r c ra f t  aboard the U. S.S. CORAL SU (cv~-4.3) with- 
out mishap 

Iviarch: 

2nd U  and I2  reported f o r  duty 

3rd Departed Norfolk fo r  Guantanaino Bay, Cuba 

u t h  Nineteen (19) p i l o t s  night ca r r i e r  qualified 

27t h Operational Readiness inspect ion by ComFairJax 

28th LT  had deck accident 



April: 

1st 

4th 

8th 

Competitive exercise in bombing 

Squadron a i r c ra f t  returned t o  NUS, Cecil Field 

Debarked squadron personnel from U.S.S. CORAL SEA fo r  
NUS, Cecil Field 

LTJG   transferred t o  VF-74 

Transferred four p i lo t s  fo r  separation 

Squadron personne 1 departed fo r  Norfolk 

BRANCH, AM3, ki l led  in auto accident 

Fourteen authorized advancements in ra te  

Planes and remaining squadron personnel departed BAAS, 
Cecil Field fo r  Norfolk 

ENS  had t ake-of f accident 

18th A l l  personnel and planes aboard U.S.S. CORAL SZ& 

18th L T J G    reported f o r  duty 

19th Departed Norfolk f o r  Med. cruise 

- 28th Arrived Gibraltar 

Ray: 

31.a Arrived Oran, Algeria 

u t h  Arrived Cagliari, Sardinia 

17t h Squadron beer party at Cagliari 

23rd Arrived Gulf Juan, France 

2~4th Squadron per some 1 departed f o r  Paris  tour 

28th . Arrived Genoa, I t a l y  

29th Squadron personnel departed f o r  Switzerland tour 

June : 

7th  Arrived Taranto, Itau 

11/13th Participated i n  Operat ion Beehive I1 



'13th Squadron 4 f l i g h t  time rdcord set  

13th 39,000th landfng made by J G  A.E. IJASTOS 

16t h Arrived Naples, I t a l y  

24th Participated in Operation June Prjmer 



January: 

January 1, 1952 found VF-43 stationed a t  M.A.BoS., Cecil Field. The 

squadron was now sixteen months old and a well  trained, well  seasoned 

out f i t ,  

The squadron organization was as follows: 

Commanding Officer - - - - CDR C.R. GUIJTJELS, Jr, 

Executive Officer - - - - LCDR L. BARKER 

Operations Officer - - - - LCDR   

Administrative Officer - - LT   

Efaintenance Officer - - - U   

hrmterial Officer - - - - -  

Ordnance Officer - - - - - L T J G   

Leading Chief - - - - - - J.E. YOUIIG, BDC 

During the f i r s t  few weeks of the new year the squadron was busily 

engaged i n  preparation f o r  the annual hdminist r a t  ive/E!aterial Inspect ion. 
* - -!he squadron doctrine was brought up t o  date, the Bdninistrative Deparbment 

completed the conversion t o  the new system of Instructions and Notices, 

and the Commanding Officer set  fo r th  a new t a c t i c a l  organization f o r  the 

squadron,, 

On January 2, I 2  was detached from tne squadron and ordered 

1 t o  report t o  C.N.A.T., N.A.S., Pensacola , 

NOTE t 
1, ComFairJax disp. l438272 



Everything was in readiness f o r  the inspection which was held on 15 

January by VF'-33 and CordFairJax. A s  a r e su l t  of t h i s  inspection the 

squadron received the award of n~oodnl. 

- Gunnery cornpetit ion at 15,000 fee t  was held on 22 January. 

011 24 January CDR GUiJNELS took the four p i lo ts ,  who had recently re- 

ported t o  the squadron, of& t o  the U.S.S. T;EYTE and a l l  p i lo t s  successfully 

made a t o t a l  of 63 day landings, The four other p i l o t s  were: I3: 

, UJG  , Bu'S  and ENS . 

A competitive exercise i n  rockets was held on 31 January. The following 

six p i lo t s  were awarded the t5?,% 

1. CDR C.H. Gb'NIlELS, Jr. 

2. E D R   

3. UJG  

4 .  EWS   

5. E2lS $ 

6. EXS   

February: 

The next t ask  tha t  faced the squadron was the conversion from F4U-5's 

t o  F4U-4's. Uithin an 18 day period, 8 February t o  26 February, the 

squadron: 

1. Transferred 16 F4U-5' s3 

2. Received 16 ~ 4 . ~ 4 ~ 4  

NcxESt . 
1. ComFairJax ltr se r  315 dtd 13 Feb 1952 

2. ComFairJax ltr se r  277 dtd 11 Feb 1952 

3, VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Status Change Report 

4 .  VF-43 D a i l y  AircrWt Status Change Report 
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3, Flew p i lo t  f arniliarizat ion f l i g h t s  in F4U-41 s 

4. Flew day and night FCLP i n  F4u-4'~ 

5, F l m  25,000 fee t  gunnery competition in F4U-51s. ENS  
had the highest score with a ~.,7@-. 

Close a i r  support t ra in ing  exercises were held on 11-13 of ~ e b r u d .  

This exercise was conducted over Plne Castle impact area, where l ive 

loads of bombs and rockets were used. 

LTJG   reported fo r  duty from VF-IJ, on 21 ~ e b r u a d .  

On February 27th, W-43 moved t o  N.A.A.S., Oceana and aboard the U.S.S. 

C O W  SEjZl (CVB-43) two days laher. A 1 1  the a i r c ra f t  arrived aboard ai th-  

out mishap on 29 February. 

f,Iar ch: 

Two new pi lots ,  U  and LT  X ,  reported t o  the 

squadron fo r  d u t y  on 2 ilarch4, The next day the U.S.S. C O W  SEB, a i t h  

VF-43 aboard, departed f o r  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 

Night car r ie r  qualification landings were conducted aboard the U.S.S. 

CORAL SEA on 1i"arch u, A l l  of the pilo%s of W-43, with the  exception of 

EXS  and EliS   who were temporarily detached from 

5 the squadron, night car r ie r  qualified a t  t h i s  time , 

  P M l  was transferred from the squadron on 22 Ik5arch, creating 

a serious deficiency in  qualified personnel i n  the Administrative Department. 

NOTLS: 

1. Confixential Speed l e t t e r ,  18 Feb 1952 ( ~ o m ~ a i r ~ a x )  

2, VF-43 Baster Flight Log ent r ies  of 11, 12, a Feb 

3, VF-4.3 Squadron Log entry 21 Feb 1952 

40 VF-43 Squadron Log entry of 2 I ~ i c h  

5, Vl?-43 Master Flight Log entry L!+ Lfarch 



On 27 March, while s t i l l  in Guantanamo Bay, an Operational Inspection 

was held by the Fleet Training Unit, The resu l t  of tho inspection is  

confidential, 

A t  0520 on 28 Idarch a plme,  under the control of IIT , 

s l i d  forward two or three f ee t  along the f l i g h t  deck, and the  propeller 

struck a kccine plane which was parked ahead of it. Eietal pieces from the 

Marine plane were thrown into the fuselage of two other VFL.43 planes. 

Three VF-43 and one VIiF 211 plz&e were damaged. The primary cause of the  

accident was l i s t e d  as - wet and slippery deck, darlmess, chocks under 

1 wheels slipped . 
During the month of biarch the squadron made 287 car r ie r  landings, This 

t o t a l  exceeded the number made in any other month during the  six month 

2 period covered by t h i s  report . 
April: 

April  s t a r t ed  out with a competitive glide bombing exercise on 1 April. 

The f o l lming  p i l o t s  won the n~19, 

1. I3C  

2. J G    

3, LT JG   

4, mS  

On 4. April  fourteen VF-43 a i r c ra f t  departed from the U.S.S. C O W  SEA 

a* Gitmo, Cuba f o r  N.B.A.S. Cecil Field, Four dk-ys l a t e r  the reminder 

oi: the squadron personnel debarked a t  Nayport, Florida f o r  Cecil Field and 

one more plane was launched from the ship f o r  Cecil Field. 

MOTBS: 

1, Aircraft Accident Report 2-52 

2, Bonthly Aircraft  Activity Pieport 

3. ComFairJax ltr se r  754 dtd l0 April 1952 



LTJG   was detached on 11 April  and ordered t o  ~epolrt  t o  

VF-74 f o r  dut yl, 

On 15 April, four pi lots ,  ENS , EXS , EIJS 

 ,  and EfTS , were detached from IF-43 and ordered 

2 t o  reporb t o  FasRon IqINE f o r  fur ther  t ransfer  t o  a Separation Center . 
On 15 April  most of the squadron personnel departed i?.A.A.S., Cecil 

Field f o r  Norfolk, Va. where it was t o  go back aboard the U.S.S. C O W  

S U  f o r  a six month cruise in the blediterranean sea3, 

The f i r s t  squadron f a t a l i t y  came on 16 April with the death of BWICH, 

4 Walter B., AM3, 558 33 41, USN, In an automobile accident . 
AS the resul t s  of successful completion of service-wide competitive 

examination, VF-43 had fourteen autllorized advancements in r a t e  on 16 

5 April . 
On 17 April  the planes and the remainder of the squadron personnel de- 

parted Cecil Field fo r  Norfolk, ENS   aborbed h i s  take-off 

due t o  a p a r t i a l  loss  of power, rolled 100 fee t  off the end of the m a y  

and nosed q a .  . After nosing up the plane f e l l  off on the starboard wing 

and back down t o  the normal position. The propeller mas damaged, but 

the p i lo t  was unhurt, He flew tlie plane on up t o  Norfolk the next day. 

6 The primary cause of the accident was at t r ibuted t o  material fa i lure  , 

NOTES: 

1, BuPers disp 2219352 Sept 1951 

2, VF-43 Squadron Log entry of 15 April 

3, VF-43 Squadron Log entry of 17 April  

4, VF-43 ltr se r  260-52 dtd 29 &lay 1952 

5, N C / A G / G , L ~ ~ ~ S :  !30(ll/chn)~17-2/1-3 ser  2045 dtd 28 March 1952 

6, Aircraft Accident Report 3-52 
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On the B t h  a l l  planes and personnel mere aboard the U.S.S. CORAL SEA 

withour fur ther  mishap. 

The squadron received i ts  f i r s t  A.I.O., LTJG   on 18 

 rill. The nexb day the  U.S.S. C O W  LdA, with VF-43 aboard, departed 

IlTorf oUr f o r  ISediterranean waters, with 21 p i lo ts ,  one non-f lying ofPicer, 

118 men and 15 F4U-4 aircraf t .  After conducting a i r  operat ions on t?le way 

::cross t!:e Atlantic :.re arrtved 2% our first port of ca l l ,  G-ibraltar, on 

2C i~11ri.l. 

1.w: 
The ship arrived at Oran, Algeria, her second port of ca l l ,  on 3 May, 

Vhile there, a very interest ing tour  t o  the French Foreign Legion Head- 

quarters a t  S id i  Be1 Abbes was made by many of the sqlrladrm personnel. 

On l.4. May the U.S.S. COI'ilCL SEA anchored a t  Cagliari, Sardinia. W i l e  

here, the squadron had a beer parby which was enjoyed by a11 hands. 

The next port of ca l l ,  Gulf Juan, France, was the one f o r  which a l l  

hands had been w a i t h g  eagerly, This port is  part  of the  French Riviera 

, which is a beauliy spot of ihe world and the best l iber ty  area i n  the 

Idediterranem, From Gulf Juan f ive  members from VF-43 made a four day 

tour  t o  Paris, I' I rmce  a 

On 223 Uay the ship arrived Genoa, I ta ly,  From here nine off icers  and 

men from the squadron took a f ive  day tour  t o  Switzerland. The tour  in- 

eluded a short, s tay  i n  Lucerne, Interlaken and in Bern, the capi ta l  of 

Switzerland. 

NOTES: 

1. VF-43 Squadron Log entry of 18 April  1952 



For t h e  month of Ehy t h e  squadron a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  h i t  i ts  peak 

1 with an average of 90% a v a i l a b i l i t y  . This is an excellent  record consider- 

ing t h e  i n t ens i t y  and amount of hours f lov~n during t h e  period. 

From 11 - 13 June VF-43 par t ic ipated in Operation Beehive 11. This was 

a jo in t  operation of f i v e  nations; Br i t a in ,  France, Greece, I t a l y  and t h e  

U.S. During t h i s  operation the  squadron flew: 

1, St r ike  hops against  a ir  f i e l d s  

2. Combat A i r  Pa t ro l  

3. Search a.ld s t r i k e  f l i g h t s  against  enemy convoys and surface forces  

4. Close a i r  support 

On Friday, June J3, VF-43 s e t  a squadron record by f l y i n g  more hours 

than i t s  planes c31d p i l o t s  had ever flown before in any one day. The t o t a l  

mas 117.8 or 7.85 average f o r  each of t h e  squadron's f i f t e e n  a i r c r a f t .  

The 13th ended tllxee days of intensive r"1:;jing during vhich 319.7 hours were 

logged, twelve maintenance checks were pullec?, and 86 out of 83 scheduled 

s o r t i e s  were f lom2. CDR GUIiIGLS gave a "I&U DONEn t o  a l l  hands. 

On June 13th LTJG   made t he  39,000 c a r r i e r  landing t o  be made 

aboard t he  U.S.S. C O W  SU. A cake which was presented t o  him t h a t  af'ter- 

noon on t he  f l i g h t  deck was enjoyed by a l l  hands as v&l l  as squadron per- 

sonne 1. 

The ship  arr ived Naples, I t a l y ,  16 June. h5hile the re  t r i p s  were made by 

sq~ad ron  personnel t o  Rome, Sorrento, Pornpeii, and t h e  I s l e  of Capri. 

Rrn;t;S: 

1. Aircraf t  Ava i lab i l i ty  Report 

2, Monthly Aircraft Act ivi ty  Report 



Another operation, June Primer, was conducted on 26 June, This WBS a 

combined Army and A i r  Force exercise in which the Navy mas given a small 

but important r o l l  f o r  the first time, The squadron was assigned ta rge ts  

which were over 300 miles from the coast line in the  in t e r io r  of Europe, 

C O ~ ~ C L u s I o N  

A car r ie r  landing competition within A i r  Group FOUR was commenced on 

19 LIay. In  the f ive  operating periods thus far completed VF-43 has taken 

four f i k s t  and one second place. 

A t  t h i s  time every off icer  i n  the squadron is enrolled in a t  leas t  one 

Gorrespondence course and many are enrolled Fn more than one. 

The a i r c ra f t  ava i lab i l i ty  has continued t o  r i s e  throughout t h i s  period 

1 and the planes are just  now reaching the high standards desired . 
The combat readiness of the squadron a lso  has continually r i sen  reaching 

2 i t s  peak, thus fa r ,  in the month of June , 

1i:JOTES: 

1. Aircraft  Availabili ty keport 

2, Combat Readiness Report 



Flight hours ~ q ~ - 5 ~  

Flight hours F~U-42 

Flight hours S I ~  

Total  Plight hours4 

Carrier Landings 6 
I 
I 

Availabili ty of A/C - s7 
Cost per f l igh t  hour - $' 

APmIDIx I 

SIIIITIal!ICS 

Jan 

693 

NOTES: 

1, Monthly Aircraft, Activity Report 

2, Monthly A i r c r a  Activity Report 

3, bionthly Aircraft Activity Report 

4, hionthly Aircraft  Activity Report 

5, Combat Readiness Report 

6, Monthly Aircraf't Activity Report 

7, Aircraft, Availabili ty R6port 

8, Monthly Operating Cost Report 

Feb 

284 

262 

79 

625 

69 

25 

79 

19 

k y  June 



3 klarch 

7/27 I!.iarch 

29/30 Thrch 

3/4 April 

8/19 April 

28/29 April 

3/10 May 

34/19 f~ky  

23/S FJay 

28 1:lay/2 June 

7/10 June 

16/22 June 

Departed NORVA f o r  Guantanamo Bay 

Guantanamo Bay area 

Port Au Prince, Haiti 

Guantanamo Bay area 

Norfolk, Virginia 

Gibraltar 

Oran, Algeria 

Cagliari, Sardinia 

Gulf  Juan, France 

Genoa, Italy 

Taranto, Italy 

Naples, Italy 
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JULY a 

1s t 

17 th  

25 th  

AUGUS Tt 

7th & 8th 

Aboard the USS CORAL SEA (CV~n43) 

L'CJG  /1315 detached 

LTJG  /1315 detached 

MedLandEx (Uediterranean Land Exercise) a t  Suda Bay, 
Crete 

?hree new pi lo ts  reported aboard8 
LT   /1315 
L U G /1310 
ENS  /1325 

ENS   /1325 promoted to  LTJC 

LT   /1310 crashed in to  the sea 
on take-off 

LT  /1315 was vesented three (3) 
cmba t c i t a  tiona a t  Captains 1 Inspec tion. 

Commander Charles W. GUNNELS, Jr., 100125/1310, squadron 
skipper, made an emergency water landing, 

O.R.I. (Operational Readiness ~nspect ion)  of Air Group 
FOUR 

Departed Lisbon, Portugal f o r  Norfolk, Virginia 

Planes flew off USS C W  SEA (CV~m43) for  NAS, 
Jacksonville , Florida 
Uen a r r i w d  NAS, Jacksonville, Florida 

Seventeen (17) men made advancement i n  rat ing 

Received one (1) F4U-4 Aircraft  

LT  ~ 3 / ~ 1 0  detached 



3rd X&B Vernon L, MICIIEEL, 99986/l310, pospective COO, 
reported a board, 

6th Received one (1) F4U-4 Aircraft 

7th Received one (1) F@-4 Aircraft 
Squadron annual dinner dance a t  the Mayflower Hotel 

19 th Received f i r s t  two (2) 1P9F-5ts i n  transition from 
F4U-4 t o  F9F-5 type a i rcraf t  

20th LTJG    /1315 reported for duty 

24th 'bansferred f ive (5) F4U-4 Aircraft 
Held gunnery competition a t  15,000 feet  (Three pilote 
won "En's) 
Received third F9F-5 Aircraft 

Relieving ceremonies for CIB C .We GUNNELS, Jr,, 100125/1310 
LCDR Vernon L. MICHEEL, 94986/1310 assumed command 
LTJG    /1310 and LT 

/1315 reported aboard 

%ansf erred four (4) F4U-4 Aircraft 

LT   /1310 detached 

ENS /l325 reported aboard 

Received one (1) F9F-5 Aircraft 

Preliminary Administrative Inspection by A i r  Group FOUR 
staff and other officers in A i r  Group 

%ansf erred one (1) F4U-4 Aircref t 
LT /1310 detached 

Bansferred one (1) F4U-4 Aircraft 

Received two (2) F9F-5 Aircraft 





On 1 July 1952, Fighter Squadron FORTP 'IRREE, in  company with the r e s t  

of Air Group FOUR, was making the Mediterranean cruiee aboard the U.S.S. 

CORAL SEA (Cu-43). 

The Squadron Organization was a6 follows: 

Commanding Officer - - - - - - - CIXi C.W. GUNNELS, Jr. 

k e c u t i v e  Gf'ficer - - - - - - - LCDR Laugh1i.n BARXER 

Operations Officer - - - - - - - LCDR   

Administrative Officer - - - - - LT   

Maintenance Officer - ..- - - - - LT
Material Officer - - - - - - - - LT  

Ordnance Officer - - - - - - - - LUG   

Leading Chief - - - I- - - - J.M. YOUNG, ADC 

A t  t h i s  time the squadron had on board twenty (20) qualified pi lots ,  

one (1) ground officer (A.I .O.), and one hundred and f i f t een  (115) men. 

Vfhile the ship Ira8 anchored a t  Golfe Juan, France, on the seventeenth 

of July, LZTG   /1315 was detached and ordered to  report  

t o  FASRCN SIIE.~ 

On the twenty-f if th, L'DG  /1315 was detached 

and ordered t o  report  t o  the nearest separation center upon arr iving i n  

2 the U.S. 

!Ihe recreational f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Suda Bay, Crete were inadequate t o  

handle the large number of naval personnel that were present. To augment 

- - - - - - - - 

1. C d i r h n t  Mepatch 09215lZ June. 1952 

2. Wers Dispatch 3017112 June 1952 



these f a c i l i t i e s  the squadron participated i n  organioed a th le t ics ,  game 

. hunting, and squadron part ies .  One of the most successful squadron ge t  

togethere of the en t i re  cruise was a beer party f o r  the off icers  and men 

held on a remote beach a t  Suda Bay. 

BUGUS Tt  

Fighter Squadron FORTP ZHME took pa r t  i n  MedLandEx (~edi te r ranean  

Land Exercise) a t  Suda Bay, Crete on the seventh and eighth. %is  me 

a combined exercise of Greek and U.S. Forces. The squadron made simulated- 

s t r ikes  against  the mainland, and gave close a i r  support to  the marines in 

the i r  amphibious invasion of the beach, 

l h i s  exercise had p e a t  value in getting the p i lo t s  acmstomed t o  

b i e f i n g  on assigned targets,  and then going out and locating these targets. 

It a lso  emphasized the extreme need fo r  accurate information and coordina- 

t ion when furnishing close a i r  support, Many of the p i lo t s  f e l t ,  however, 

tha t  the s t r ikes  were not  coordinated properly, which caused nruch of the i r  

e f fo r t s  t o  be wasted. They arrived and remained on s ta t ion  over "enemy" 

t e r r i to ry  too long while waiting f o r  the marines t o  reach the beach. 'Ihsre 

was insuf f ic ien t  time l e f t  f o r  ac tua l  close a i r  support. 

A combined Bri t ish and U.S. exercise, MXD (Malta Bcercise Defense) 

took place on the ninth of August. Fighter Squadron FORTP THREE made 

simulated s t r ikes  on assigned targets  on the island of Malta. 

This proved to  be a very beneficial  exercise because ac tua l  wartime 

conditions were assumed, 3he p i lo t s  were given a complete background 

briefing of the island a s  to i t a  s t ra teg ic  importance, i t e  defenses, and 

i ts  offensive potential, The Bri t ish J e t s  put up a r e a l i s t i c  defense and 



the p i lo t s  received a good idea of the problems involved i n  making s t r ikes  

on a w e l l  f o r t i f i e d  area. 

lhree new p i lo t s  reported aboard on the fourteenth. They were LT 

  /U15, LTJG   /1310, and 

ENS  /1325.~ These officers cane t o  VF-43 from VP-32. 

A l l  three of these p i lo t s  had to  make day and night refresher car r ie r  " 

landings i n  the F4U-4 Aircraft. This was accomplished by arranging f o r  

them to make their FCLP a t  Grottaglie Airfield N.E. of Taranto, Italy. 

lhey make the i r  required refresher day landings aboard ship on 18 August. 

ENS   /1325 was p=omated t o  LTJG on 16 ~ u ~ u s  t.' 

On the twenty-first a t  0&4, LT    1310 crashed 

in to  the sea on take-off i n  plane 309 (BuNo 96942)* %e accident was due 

t o  lack of f ly ing  speed on take-off. Further investigation revealed that 

due t o  the high outside temperature, the length of deck ~UKI should have been 

increased. The p i l o t  received second degree burns on h is  face, wrists, 

and legs, but was otherwise unharmed. Ihe plane was lost .  

On 30 Augusty while the ship was anchored i n  Augusta Bay, Sici ly ,  

LT  . 1315 was presented with three (3) cambat 

c i ta t ions a t  Captain's Inspection. 'fhese c i ta t ions  were, (1) the A i r  Medal 

and two Gold Stars  in  l i e u  of a second and third A i r  Medal. 'Ihe c i ta t ions  

were fo r  combat missions flown i n  World War 11.3 

1. VF-32 P ~ ~ - ~ / O O / J L C  :VPC, Ser 462 

2. ALNAV 3351 

3, ComCar3rdDiv Ser 0218 of 13 August 1945 



Ihe recreation f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Augusta Bay, S ic i ly  were a lso  very 

limited, so organized a th le t ics  were encouraged. An a l l  hands party proved 

especially succeesfil  i n  maintaining high morale a f t e r  the ardorous ope- 

a tions jus t  completed. 

On the eighth of September, Comaander Charles W. G m L S ,  Jr ,, 100125/1310, 

squadron skipper, made an emergency landing i n  the water i n  plane 301, 

(BuNo 97356). Ihe 'pi lot  was on the down-wind leg of a car r ie r  approach 

when his engine stopped. He pulled up h i s  wheels and made a smooth water 

landing. lhe p i l o t  was uninjured and was returned immediately to the ship 

by heliocopter. Ibe plane sank in 1200 fathom of water.' 

Many of the squadron personnel took advantage of the planned tours 

f roa  Cannes, France. On 20 September they departed, some f o r  Paris, France, * 

others to see p o i n b  af i n t e res t  i n  Switterland. 

An O.R.I. (Operational Readinese Inspection) of Air Wotlp FOUR was 

held by ComCarMvSix on 30 September 1952. For t h i s  inspection, VF-43 

flew gunnery and s t r ike  f l igh t s ,  

!the combination of f i n e  cooperation from a well trained shipst company 

and a well seasoned group of p i lo t s  enabled the Air Group to  receive a mark of 

Ekcellent on the inspection.2 lh is  mark indicates the high state of readinese 

of the Air Group, which had jus t  broken ill previous records fo r  hours flown 

and safety of f l i g h t  from a U.S. Navy car r ie r  i n  the Mediterranean See. 

OC rnBE;Rt 

In Lisbon, Portugal on 2 October the off icers  of A i r  Group FOUR had a 

very successful party a t  which they entertained loca l  guests, off icers  of 

the ship's company, and meabers of A i r  Group SEVliXW from the F .D.R. 

1. VF-43 Squadron Log Entry of 8 September 1952 . 

2. CmCarDivSM ltr F B ~ - ~ / A S T J & S ~ ~  OU5 dtd 30 September 1952 

- 

( 7 )  
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On the fourth of October VF-43, aboard the Coral Sea, departed Lisbon, 

Portugal f o r  Norfolk, Virginia. 

Planes flew off the Coral Sea (CVA-43) a t  0700, 12 Octobgr 1952, des- 

t ination - NAS, Jacksonville, Florida. 1 

lhe following day a t  1430 the men arrived a t  NAS, Jacksonville, by 

train. 2 

Seventeen (17) men made advancement in rat ing on the 18th of October .3 

On 30 October VF-43 received an F4U-4. Aircraf t  (BUNO 8l479) from FASRON 6. 

This plane was a replacement of one of the planes l o s t  a t  see .4 

LT   l310 was detached on the 31st and ordered 
. 

t o  Special Weapons Fac i l i t i e s ,  Kirkland A i r  Force Base, Alburquerque, N.M. 5 

NOV3EIYIBERt 

LCDR V .Lo MICHEEL, 99986/1310, prospective Commanding Officer , reported 

aboard on 3 November 1952, 6 

Received one (1) F4U-4 Aircraft  ( m o  96829) from FASRON 6 on 6 Kovember. 

On the following day another F4U-4 Aircraft  ( B ~ N O  97366) was received from 

FASRON ' 6 ,7 

%e en t i r e  squadron held i ts  annual d W e r  dance a t  the Mayflower 

Hotel on the evening of the 7th of November. 

lo VF-43 Squadron Log Entry of 2 October 1952 

2, VF-43 Squadron Log Entry of 3 October 1952 

3. U.S. Naval Exam.  Center, U.S. N'X: G t .  Lakes, Ill., ltr ser.  EC-A5294 
dtd 26 September 1952 

4. VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Status Change Report (OpNav X-Ray 29-52) 

5 Pers-B l l 5  j - pb - 1 of 28 October 1952 

6. Pers B ll5c-mv-1 19 September 1952 

7, VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Status Change Report (OpNav XIRsy 28-52) 



On the 19th the squadron received the f i r s t  two (2) F9F-5's M o s  

125% and 126003, in the t ransi t ion from F4U-4, prop tppe t o  the F9F-5 

j e t  type a i r c r a f t  .' 
LUG /U15 reported f o r  duty on the 2 0 t h . ~  

On the 24th of November f ive  (5) F4U-4 a i r c ra f t  (BuNos 81365, 81391, 

97005, 97104, 97344) were transferred t o  NAS, @onset Point, Wode   el and.^ 
Gunnery competition a t  15,000 f e e t  was conducted by VF-43 on the &the 

Outstanding scores were made by the following pilots;  LIPJG   26$, 

LTJG  225, and LT  235. lbese p i lo t s  were authorized 

by C d A i r J a x  t o  we= the "En f o r  gunnery on their  a i rcraf t .  4 

On the 24th of November, VE-43 received the third F9F-5 a i r c r a f t  

(BuNo IW~G-).~ 

A Captain's Inspection followed by relieving ceremonies f o r  CDR 

C.W . GUNNELS, Jr . , 100l25/1310, was held on the 25th of November. LCDR 

Vernon L. MICHEEL, 99986/1310 assumed command of VF-43. 6 

Aleo on t h i s  day, LTJG    7 5 / ~ 1 0 , ~  and LT 

8 
l l / ~ 1 5  reported aboard. 

Dj3CWmR: 

On the fourth of December four (4) F4U-4 Aircraft  were transferred. 

VF-43 Daily Aircraft S t a b s  Change Report (OpNav X-Ray 30-52) 

CoaAirLant ~4-2/~16-4/00  ser  762 of 17 Movember 1952 

VF-43 Daily Aircraft  S t a t u s  Change Report (Op~av X-Ray 33-52) 

ComFAirJax ser lk 2381 of 3 December 1952 

VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Status Change Report. (OpNav X-Ray 31-52) 

VF-43 Ser ltr 489-52 

ComAirLant ~~4-2/~16-4/00 ser  793 

ComAirLant l?F4-2/~16-4/00 ser  789 

(9) 
-- - - 



One (1) plane BuNo 97366 went to  VMA 332, the other three (3) planes 

BuNos 97172,96829, 8Q79, went t o  TMA 333.l 

LT   /1310, was detached on 5 December, and 

ordered t o  report  t o  Superintendent, U.S. Naval Postgraduate School, 

Monterey, California . 2 

On 8 December ENS  /1325 reported aboarda3 

On 17 December VF-43 received one (1) F9F-5 Aircraf t  (BUNO 125257) 

4 from VX-3 NAS, Atlantic City, N , J ,  
I 

?he squadron received a preliminary Administrative Inspec t ion  on 

18 December, The inspecting party was composed of Air Group Staff  Officers 

and selected off icers  from other squadrons i n  the A i r  Group. 'lbe A i r  Group 

Commander in i t i a t ed  t h i s  inspection as an a id  t o  the squadrons in preparing 

them f o r  the regular Administrative Inspection, It proved very helpful i n  ' 

pointing out the weaknesses and strenghths of the d i f fe rent  departments in 

the squadron, On this inspection the scpadron received a score of Rce l l en t .  

On the 20th one (1) F4U-4 Aircraf t  (BUNO 80872) was transferred to  

(ER, NAS, Qucmset Point, Rhode 1slanda5 

LT   /1310 was detached on the 20th and ordered 

t o  report  t o  Chief of Naval Advanced !training, NAS, Corpus Christi ,  Texas. 6 

1. VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Status Change Report (war II-Ray 32-52) 

2. Pers-B 115g-BLC-1 of 13 October 1952 

3. CodirLant aer  ltr 9l4 
\ 

4 .  VF-43 Daily Aircraft  Statue Change Report (OplQav X-Ray 34-52) 

5. VF-43 h i l y  Aircraft  Status Change Report (Op~av X-Ray 35-52) 

6. C.O., VF-43 Pers-B115j-BLC-1 of 10 November 1952 



VF-43 transferred one (1) F4U-4 Aircraf t  ( B ~ N O  97309) t o  O&R, NAS, 

@onset Point, Rhods Island on the 25th.' 

On the 29th of December V . 4 3  received two (2) F9F-5 Aircraft  (BUNO 

125279) from FASRCN 2, and (EWo 125267) from VI-3, Atlantic City, N.J,* 

When the year ended, the squadron had on board twenty four (24) 

p i lo ts ,  one ground off icer  (AIO) and one hundred k e n *  nine (129) mefr. 

1. VF-43 Daily Aircraf t  S t a t u s  Change Report (OpHav X-Eiay 36-52) 

2. VJ?-43 Daily Aircref t S t a t u s  Change Report ( q p ~ a v  X-Rsy 37-52) 





AFmRDIx I 

STATISTICS 

JULY K G  SEPT - - OCT - Nov - DEC 

Flight time F4U-1, 1 432.6 624.3 615.8 250.8 a0.9 2u.5 

Flight time WIV-2 
1 

 light time SNB' 

Flight  time F9F-5 1 

hstrment  time1 2703 29. 18.3 184 54.7 29.7 

Night (visual) time1 - 40.1 51.9 26.7 =I - 10.6 

Carrier landings 1 U l  216 177 54 n m  - 
Availability in g2 85 81 88 n 6 2 '  50 

Cost per f l i g h t  hour i n  $ 3 14 16 16 18 17 23 

Lc Monthly aircraft act ivity report 

2, Aircraft availability report 

3* Yonthly operating cost report 



J u 4  

July 

Augm t 

Augue t 

August 

Auas t 

September 

September 

October 

Oc tober 

October 

Golfe Juan, France 

Cannee, France 

Marseilles, France 

Suda Bay, Crete 

Athens, Greece 

Salonilca, Greece 

Palemo, S ic i ly  

Ilaranto, Italy 

Augueta Bay, Sic i ly  

Split, Yugoslavia 

Cannes , F'rance 

Lisbon, Portugal 

N.O.B., Norfolk, Virginia 

N .A .S . , Jacksonville, Florida 




