
FIGHTER SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED TWO 
FLEET POST OFFICE 
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F r m :  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F igh te r  Squadron ONE HIJNDRED TWO 
To: Chief of Naval Operat ions,  Naval Aviat ion His tory  O f f i c e  (OP-05D2) 

Subj: Submission of 1981 Cornnand His tory  Report; forwarding of 

Ref: ( a )  Chief of Naval Operat ions,  Naval Aviat ion Hi s to ry  O f f i c e  l t r  OP-05D2 
d td  5 Aug 82 

Encl: (1 )  VF-102 Ccmmand Hi s to ry  

1. I n  response t o  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  enc losure  (1) i s  forwarded. 



DIAMONDBACKS . 

Figh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO was commissioned on 1 J u l y  1955. The 
f i r s t  Comnanding O f f i c e r  was O R  Robert F. Regan, USN, who, along with four 
o f f i c e r s  and f i f t y  e n l i s t e d  men, comprised the  plank owners O~'VF-102. The 
squadron chose as  i t s  symbol the  deadly r a t t l e s n a k e ,  "Diamondback." 

The Diamondbacks f i r s t  deployed t o  the  Mediterranein aboard tJe USS 
RAKIOLPH i n  J u l y  1956. Their f i r s t  ope ra t iona l  commitment came du&g the  
Suez cr is is  of t h a t  year.  

f - .  
Safe ly  back f r ~ m  c ru i se ,  the  Diamondbacks took de l ive ry  of :&he F@-1 

Skyray. The -slquadrori's.outstanding performance l e d  t o  i t s  s e l e c t i o n  t o  be 
AIRLANT's gntSp i n  thq Apri l  1958 "A11 Navy Weapons Meet." ~ h ~ m o v e  t o  NAS 
Oceana, Virgin ia  canrh ,during the  summer of 1959, and i n  January 1960 the  
Diamondbacks were a t  sea  again,  t h i s  t i m e  on t h e  USS FORRESTAL (cV-59). 

were one of  t h e  f i r a t  Navy squadrons t o  rece ive  the  F-4B 
began the  process of t r a n s i t i o n i n g  i n  September 1961. Upoa 

r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  on USS INDEPENDENCE ( C ~ - 6 2 ) ~  
oup ONE f o r  t h e  shakedown c r u i s e  of tbd 
r USS s 

The squadron was again award T "E" f o r  1966 and l e f t  f o r  
i t s  n in th  c r u i s e  i n  January 1% deployment t h a t  the 
Diamondbacks began the  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  the  F4J. VF-102 ce lebra ted  its th<rteenth 
b i r thday  "on l ine"  i n  Southeast Asia aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66). After 
completing t h e i r  second around-the-world c r u i s e ,  the  squadron was able  t o  
c e l e b r a t e  Christmas 1968 a t  home. 

1n  March 1969, the. Diamondbacks were reassigned t o  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN 
and the  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-621, r e tu rn ing  t o  the  Mediterranqan twice within 
the  next year and a h a l f .  During the  l a t t e r  c r u i s e ,  the  squadron received the  
Mer i tor ious  Unit C i t a t i o n  f o r  operat ions i n  the  Jordanian Crisis of September 
1970. 

The 1971-1972 c r u i s e  saw VF-102 i n  an exe rc i se  above the  Arct ic  C i rc le ,  
ope ra t ing  with and from the  HMS ARK ROYAL. After  a  long turnaround period, the  
Diamondbacks were again  i n  thd Eastern Mediterranean, conducting c a r r i e r  opera- 
t i o n s  during t h e  October 1973 Yam Kippur War. 



I n  June 1974, f o r  the  second coneecutive year ,  VF-102 was ranked as t h e '  
Number One Squadron i n  A i r  wi'ng Seven. A shore based period ended 19 J u l y  when 
the  Diamondbacks deployed on t h e i r  f i f t e e n t h  Mediteranean Cruise. . - . .  -_ 

The ~iamondbacks s i x t e e n t h  c ru i se  began 15 October 1975 and included 
operat ions i n  the  North A t l a n t i c  with the  French, crossdeck OPS aboard the  HMS 
ARK ROYAL and ground support  operat ions with t h e  I t a l i a n s .  

March 31, 1 e r  seventeen f o r  the  
D iamondbacks. Numerous NATO exercises were p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  with the  Fight ing  +i 

Diamondbacks r e t u r n i n g  from c r u i s e  i n  l a t e  October. 

The year 1978 began with severa l  Caribbean Deployments aboard the  newly 
commissioned Nuclear C a r r i e r  USS EISENHOWER. Late  t h a t  year ,  the  squadron tran- 
s i t i o n e d  from C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN t o  Car r i e r  A i r  wCng SIX atcgched t o  USS 
INDEPENDENCE (CV-62). VF-102 f in ished the year with a h ighly  e f f e c t i v e  weapons 
deployment t o  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico and a s h o r t  deployment o f f shore  the  
e a s t e r n  United S ta tes .  This culminated i n  a two day Publ ic  Reta t ions  v i s i t  t o  
Boston harbor, where t h e  INDEPENDENCE and VF-102 were warmly received by record 
numbers of v i s i t o r s .  C 

I n  1979 VF-102 began another  Mediterranean c r u i s e  leaving i n  June and 
re tu rn ing  before  Christmas. During tha t  c r u i s e  the  Indy had the  opportunity f o r  
combined OPS wi th  t h e  French c a r r i e r  Clemanceau. 

I n  November 1980, VF-102 began its l a s t  c r u i s e  with t h e  F4J Phantom, 
deploying t o  the  Indian  Ocean aboard the  USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62). The 
DIAMONDBACKS were opera t ing  on Gonzo S ta t ion  when the  I r an ian  C r i s i s  was d i f -  
fused with the  r e l e a s e  of a l l  American hostages from Tehran. Af ter  t r a n s i t i n g  
the  Suez Canal enroute t o  Norfolk, the  INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) was delayed i n  the  
Eas tern  Mediterranean due t o  the  Syr ian-Is ra l i  m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  i n  Lebanon. The - 
DIAMONDBACKS f i n a l l y  re turned t o  Oceana on 10 JUNE 1981 and immediately com- 
menced t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  t h e  F-14 TOMCAT. 

CDR Ron D. Schneider became the  24th skipper of VF-102 i n  J u l y  of 1981 
leading the  Squadron through t h e  demanding t r a n s i t i o n  stage.  The f i r s t  Tomcat 
was del ivered  i n  January of  1982. Regular d e l i v e r i e s  followed a s  th'e 
Diamondbacks quickly painted t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  diamond design on the- twin  

. 
t a i l e d  swing wing f igh te r .  

I n  a very s h o r t  tu rn  around espec ia l ly  f o r  a t r a n s i t i o n i n g  squadron, the  
Diamondbacks took t h e i r  Tomcats t o  sea i n  May aboard the  USS AMERICA a s  p a r t  of 
Airwing One. Workups continued throughout the  s u w e r  culminating i n  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  NATO exerc i se  Northern Wedding i n  September. The Diamondbacks 
showed t h e i r  prowness i n  numerous r e a l  word i n t e r c e p t s  agains t  Soviet  Bears 
Badger and Bison a i r c r a f t  while maintaining an a i r  defense posture aga ins t  exer- 
c i s e  a i r c r a f t .  During t h i s  period the  Diamondbacks sha t t e red  the  record f o r  20nrm 
rounds f i r e d  i n  a s i n g l e  year  by an F-14 squadron i n  only s i x  months, The new 
record a t  year 's  end stood a t  36,906 rounds bes t ing  VF-14's record of 24,600 
rounds. 

I' 

The Diamondbacks enjoyed a re laxing por t  c a l l  i n  Edinburgh, Scotland 
followed by a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  Portsmouth, England. This was cut  s h o r t  by a r e a l  
world need f o r  AMERICA i n  t h e  Mediterranean due t o  unres t  i n  Lebanon. The 
AMERICA s a i l e d  a t  once proceeding i n t o  the  Med where she s a i l s  a t  the  time of 
t h i s  wr i t ing ,  


