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AVIATION HISTORICAL SUMMARY 
' 1 E  COPT @ 

REPORT 5750- 3 

OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) see effective e d l t z o n  O, wMvm AvwTI~fl HISTORY ~ d f r  AGE I OF 4 
U n l  t  P e r s o d  Covered  (From - T o )  

Attack Sa-uadson TWEE4TY-FNE 
S a p n a t u r e  of Commondsng O f f t c e r  o-thorsled 

1 1 October 196L 
I ~ a t c  Forwarded 

- 1 April 1965 

1965 
DIRECTIONS: Comple te  i y d i p l i L a t e  s e m i - a n n u a l l y  f o r  p e r i o d s  b l a n k s  u s i n g  "same* t o  a v o i d  r e p e a t i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  
e n d i n g  3 1  March and  30 S e p t e m b e r ,  r e t a i n  c o p y  a n d , f o r w a r d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  more s p a c e  i s  n e e d e d ,  a t t a c h  e x t r a  s h e e t s .  
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  Naval  O p e r a t i o n s ,  A m p l i f y i n g  a n d / o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  documents ,  i n c l u d -  
T)p-O5A5G, Navy D e p a r t m e n t ,  Washington  2 5 ,  D. C . ,  w i t h i n  15  i n g  p h o t o s ,  maybe  appended  w i t h  p r o p e r  n o t a t i o n u n d e r p a r t  VI .  
d a y s  a f t e r  r e p o r t  p e r i o d .  No c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  may be a t  any  l e v e l  c o n s i s t e n t  

Al l  units complete p a r t  I o t h e r  parts  as  i n d i c a t e d .  w i t h  c o n t e n t .  I d e n t i f y  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

F o l l o w  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  b l a n k :  f i l l  i n  a l l  r e a u i r e d  by an a d d i t i o n a l  s t a m p  a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Avoid o v e r - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

PART I - ALL UNITS  

4 .  M ~ . * s o n  o r  f u n c t s o n  (If changed o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  assigned during the period, then en te r  a b r ie f  with da tes  and ident i ty  of authorizing 
d i rec t ive .  ) 

Light Attack Squadron - Nuclear Weapons Deliveq 

5. N e x t  r e n i o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  cornrnond (G ive  s t a r t  and end d a t e r  i f  chansed d u r i n g  t h i ,  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d . )  

Commander Attauk Carrier Air Wing TWO 
6 .  GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: ( A i r  S t a t i o n s  o m i t ;  s h i p s  e n t e r  i n  P a r t  11. Wings and  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e c o r d  s q u a d r o n  l o c a t i o n s ;  
s h i p - b a s e d  u n i t s  g i v e  name o f  s h i p  o n l y .  E n t e r  b e g i n n i n g  and end  d a t e s  when p a r t  o f  p e r i o d  i s  i n v o l v e d . )  

- -  

PERIOD (From - To) PLACE 

I 
7. P a r t s c ~ p a t s o n  a n  specsa l  e r c r c a r e ~ .  operotaon..  and o p e r o t ~ o n ~ l  t e a t .  ( h l n c l p a l l y  those of a  mtyor nature ra ther  than what 1 s  normally a par t  
of m u t i n e  operational  trpining.  Use  o f f i c l a l  code nM*s or  descriptive t l t l e s ,  iden t i fy  the overa l l  c m a n d ,  and g ive  dates,  a rea  and b n e f  s m -  
omry of om par t ic ipa t ion .  Make reference t o  reports  and orders covering the operation.) 

~ t t a c k  Squadron TW13NTY-FIVRtook part i n  Operation Silver Lance, an invasion of 
the mast of Southern California, f r o m  the de& of the U S  MIDWAY (CVA*) during 
the period P r o m  23 Feb 1965 t o  3 Mar 1965, The major objeative of the squadron 
was the softaning up of the area, nfii& was followed by an amphibious assault on 
the coast. I .  accomplishing this mission, Attack Squadron TWBNTY-FM$ mew one 
hundred fourteen sorties,  compiling three hundred sixty-seven hours i n  the a i r ,  
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8 .  O f f r c ~ o l  o r  o t h e r  r c c o g n t t ~ o n  o f  a c c o m p l r t h m ~ n t  - (Such a s  un i t  c i ta t ions ,  c n m n d a t i o n s  md awards; decorations and awards t o  individuals,  and 
records o r  events believed to  k " f i r s t s "  which may be fleet-wlde o r  apply only within the un i t .  Give da tes  of awards and events; c l a i m  for  
" f i r s t s "  a re  meaningless withalt  a da te . )  

9 .  Gencrul resume o f  m c t z v t t y  - (Farrative statement of a c t i v i t y  not otherwise covered, s u m r a r i z i n ~  d, t raining,  spec ia l  c ru ises  and v i s i t s ,  
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipment, and the l ike .  Air Sta t ions  cchsider,  i n  addit ion,  such things a s  reorganization, new operational 
administrat ive and manapement procedures introduced; spec ia l  programs i n i t i a t e d  or caapleted, construction i n  progress, erp.nsim o f  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
e tc .  Lse additional shee ts  as necessarv. W n t s  appended should be i d e n t i f i e d  i n  P a r t  V I ,  paw 4.) 



,-- 

AVIATION HISTORICAL SUMMA - CONTINUED J-I *-;, OPMV REPORT 5750- 3 
OPMAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. ~ 6 0 )  PAQE 3 a3 I) . 

Persod Covered ( Pros - TO) 

PART I I  - SHIPS 

1 .  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Dai ly  l o c a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  r equ i r ed .  Note d a t e s  i n  and o u t  o f  U.S. p o r t s  and g e n e r a l . o p e r a t i n 6  
a r e a  i n  between as :  Medi terranean.  Car ibbean.  Hawaiian. West Pac,  e t c .  For d a i l y  o r  f r e a u e n t  o v e r a t i o n s  o u t  o f  one Dar t .  

2 .  A I R  UNITS  ON BOARD OR TENDED (Omit component squadrons  when an A i r  Group i a o n  board.  ) 

. . 
use t h e  term 'Operat ing o u t  of" .  

PER I OD LOCAT l ON 

PER I OD 

3. Hales steamed 

I 

PART I l l  - WINGS AND GROUPS: L i s t  u n i t s  on board,  i n c l u d i n g  detachments ;  g ive  d a t e s  when on ly  p a r t  o f  r e p o r t  p e r i o d  i s  i n -  
volved,  o the rwi se  use  " e n t i r e "  o r  " a l l " .  

UN l T 

I I - 
CARRIER LANDINGS AND CATAPULT LAUNCHINGS: Give d a t e  upon which even thousands  were reached,  cumulat ive  from o r i g i n a l  commis- 
s i o n i n g  when p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  i f  from o t h e r  even t  a s  recommiasioning,or  conve r s ion ,  s h o l ~ l d  s o  s t a t e .  May inc lude  a breakdown 

desired. For some numbers i t  w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  no te .  a l s o ,  t he  a i r  u n i t ,  p l ane  type,  and p i l o t  involved.  

I 

5. Carrzer  landint~ 

PERIOD 

4. S h t p ' s  fuel conaasrd 

6. Cotopult Iaonchin#i 

U N I T  

Avxatzon fuel conrusrd 



A V I A T I O N  H I S T O R I C A L  SUMMARY - CONTh LD i W A Y  M M T  5750-3 ./ 
OPMAV bORM 5750-2 (REV. Y-60) 

- 
PAQE Y OF Y 

PART IV  - SQUADRONS 

I 

I . MONTH MONTH HOURS F L W N  NO.OF FLlGKTS 

I I 

1 .  TYPE A/C ASSIGNED 

A-WJ 

OCTOBER 
2.  OPERAT l ONAL 

498.2 1 
I 1 

STATISTICS 

NUMBER ON HAND 

12 

~ 9 6 . 5  1 1x3 
PART V - AIR STATIONS: On board r e f e r s  i n  t b i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  what is ~ h v s i c a l l v  Dreacnt: n o t  t o  be confuaed wi th  Home P o r t  

DATE FIRST RECEIVED 

ass ignment .  Do n o t  r e p e a t  u n i t s  r e p o r t e d  a s  on board i a  t h e  previou; pe r iod  i n i e s s  t h i y  d e p a r t e d  i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  For  c o l -  
p o s i t e  u n i t s  such a s  C a r r i e r  A i r  Groups, r eco rd  on ly  t h e  p a r e n t  group. 

PART V I  - DOCUMNTARY MATERIAL APPENDED (Number s e r i a l l y  and d e a c r i b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  i n s u r e  p rope r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

DEPARTED 1'. UNITS ON BOARD 

2. C O W N D S  AND ACTIVIT IES ON BOARD 

ARRIVED 

ARR l VED DEPARTED 



If7/ $ ,- 
A V I A T I O N  H I S T O R I C A L  SUMMARY 
OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) S e e  e f f e c t r u e  e d r t x o n  of OPNAVINST 
Unz t  I P e r ~ o d  Covered  I F r o a  - To) 

ATTACK SQUADRON TbJEblTY-FIVE I 1. April  1'965 - '1 October 1965 

DIRECTIONS: Complete i n  d u p l i c a t e  s e m i - a n n u a l l y  f o r  p e r i o d s  b l anks  u s i n g  "same" t o  avo id  r e p e a t i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  
e n d i n g  31  March and 30 September ,  r e t a i n  copy and fo rwa rd  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  more space  i s  needed,  a t t a c h  e x t r a  s h e e t s .  
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  Naval O p e r a t i o n s ,  Ampl i fy ing  and /o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  documents,  i n c l u d -  
Op-O5A5G, Navy Depar tment ,  Washington 25,  D. C., w i t h i n  15  i n g  pho to s ,  may be, appended w i t h  p r o p e r  n o t a t i o n u n d e r P a r t  VI. 
d a y s  a f t e r  r e p o r t  p e r i o d .  No c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  may be a t  any l e v e l  c o n s i s t e n t  

~ 1 1  units complete pa r t  I and other pa r t s  as i n d i c a t e d .  w i t h  c o n t e n t .  I d e n t i f y  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

Fol low i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e ach  b l ank ;  f i l l  i n  a l l  r e q u i r e d  by an a d d i t i o n a l  s tamp a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Avoid o v e r - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

PART I - ALL UNITS  

1. Designation: Omit if same a s  in previous period. If changed, 
enter previous designation, date of change and the authorizing 

r e p r e r e n t a t t v e  

CDR, USX 
1 

directive. New units record date and &ce of comm~ss~oning. 
2. Couuandang O f f z c e r  C.O. r e l r e v e d  af coaaand changed t h a r  p e r z o d  D a t e  of change 

H o  E o  ETTIKGER, CDR, USN R o  F o  SJ!ZTH, CDR, USN 

- - 
D a t e  Forwarded 

1 5 NOV 1965 

3 .  PERSONNEL ON BOARD TOTAL 

end o f  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d .  S h i p s  g i v e  s h i p  
company on ly ;  wings and groups  g i v e  s t a f f s  on ly ;  
a i r  s t a t i o n s  g i v e  s t a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  o n l y .  

directive.  ) 

Light Attack Squadron - Nuclear 'iieapons Delivery 

5 .  N e x t  s e n i o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  command ( G i v e  s t a r t  and end d a t e .  i f  changed d u r i n g  t h i r  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d . )  

Commander Attack Carr ier  Air Wing TWO 
6. GE~GRAPHlC  LOCATION: ( A i r  S t a t i o n s  o m i t ;  s h i p s  e n t e r  i n  P a r t  11. Wings and g roups  shou ld  n o t  r e c o r d  squadron l o c a t i o n s ;  
s h i p - b a s e d  u n i t s  g i v e  name o f  s h i p  on ly .  E n t e r  beg inn ing  and end d a t e s  when p a r t  o f  p e r i o d  i s  i n v o l v e d . )  

U 
7. P o r t i c i p a t ~ o n  i n  r p e c i o l  e z e r c i r r a ,  o p e r a t i o n r ,  and o p e r a t ~ o n a l  t e r t r  ( h inc ipa l l y  those of a  major nature rather than what i s  normally a  par t  
of routine operational training. Use o f f i c i a l  code names or descriptive t i t l e s ,  ident i fy  the overall  c m a n d ,  and give dates,  area and br ief  sum- 
mary of own participation. Make reference t o  reports and orders covering the operation.) 

PERIOD (Fron - To) 

From 1 0  Apr 1965 through 30 Sept 1965 Attack Squadron TTI~~E~~E-FIVE, embarked 
i n  the  USS ICtD!:AY, took p a r t  i n  a e r i a l  comlwt i n  t he  skies over both North 
and South Vietnam under t he  command of CINCPACFLT. During t h i s  period the  
squadron logged 7105.2 hours of day and night combat time. 

PLACE 

1 PII'R 65 - OCT 63 USS m & Y  (CVA - 41) 
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8 .  O f f r c r a l  o r  o t h e r  recosnatron of accompltshment - (Such as unit citations,  cmmendations and awards; decorations and awards t o  individuals, and 
records or events believed t o  be "f irs tsn  which may be fleet-wide or apply only within the unit.  Give dates of awards and events; claims for 
"f irs ts"  are meaningless without a date.)  

A t a o k  Squadron T'Y~~?TY-L"IVE won the  Bat t le  Efficiency "En f o r  l i g h t  a t t a ~ k ( ~ r o p )  
squadrons f o r  f i s c a l  year 1965. I t s  a i r c r a f t  were the  f i r s t  from aboard the  
USS j!lIDdAY t o  engage the  enemy i n  Southeast Asia i n  combat on 10 A p i l  1965. 
A record f o r  the  most hours flown by an a t t ack  squadron during a 30 day period was 
claimed when VA-25 flew 1896.5 hours on 409 f l i g h t s  from 10 April through 9 Nay 1965. 
Attack Squadron TblEbJTY-F'IVE was a l so  the  f i r s t  T ' S W I D E R "  squadron LO g e t  a 
confirmed enemy PiIG-17 k i l l  when four  of i t s  aircrzif t  engaged the  eneny f i gh t e r s  over ___I 

North Vietnam on 20 June 1965. 

A l i s t  of individual  awards i s  included as an addendum. 

9 .  C e n t r a l  resume of a c t i v i t y  - (Narrative statement of act iv i ty  not othc:rwise covered, smmarizing work, training, special cruises and v i s i t s .  
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipnent, and the l ike.  Air Stations consider, in addition, such things as reorganization, new operational 
administrative and management procedures introduced; special programs in i t iated or campleted, constlvction i n  progress, expansion of  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
etc.  Use additional sheets a s  necessary. Documnts appended should be identified in Part VI, page 4 . )  

During t h i s  period Attack Squadron TvLE.~ITY-FIVE flew extensively i n  combat i n  the  
Southeast Asian Theater. Our missions were many and varied.  ife f lew seemingly 
countless RSVCa4P xiss ions  ancl on several  occasions were extremely instrumental i n  the  
successful recovery of downed American av ia to rs  i n  enemy t e r r i t o ry .  Vie pparticipated 
i n  a g rea t  number of co-ordinated a i r  s t r i k e s  against  m i l i t a ry  t a rge t s  i n  North 
Vietnam and on two such occasions l o s t  p i l o t s  and a i r c r a f t  of our squadron t o  enemy 
f i r e .  One of our most e f fec t ive  missions was t h a t  of armed road reconnaissance i n  
North Vietnam, a s  by our constant presence overhead we denied the enemy the  use of h i s  
own t ranspor ta t ion and communications system. 

We were employed i n  South Vietnam i n  the  r o l e  of close a i r  support, being u t i l i z e d  
during the  amphibious landing and the  fo'unding of a f r i end ly  a i r f i e l d  a t  Chu Iai and 
doing extensive work with forward a i r  control lers(a i rborne)  i n  the  Mekong Delta 
region and other  areas of South Vietnam. 

Other r e l a t i ve ly  minor missions involved us i n  armed escor t  ancl cornmu-xications relay. 
lte f lew both i n  good weather and bad, day and night,  t o  once more emphasize our 
effectiveness a s  an a l l  weather a t t ack  squadron. 

Also during t h i s  period we took time out t o  re lax  by making a few b r i e f  v i s i t s  t o  
Cubi Point, Philippines and had the  opportunity t o  v i s i t  Japan and I!ong Kong once 
each. 
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d 

1 .  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: D a i l y  l o c a t i o n  p o a i t i o n s  n o t  r equ i r ed .  Note d a t e s  i n  and o u t  o f  U.S. p o r t s  and gene ra l  o p e r a t i n g  
a r e a  i n  between as :  Medi terranean,  Car ibbean,  Hawaiian, West Pac,  e t c .  For  d a i l y  o r  f r e a u e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  o f  one Dort .  

Unz t  
c - ATTACK SQUADRON T'vL'?,NTY-FnrE P e r i o d  Covered ( From - T o )  

1 APR 1965 - 1 OCT 1965 

2. A I R  UNITS  ON BOARD OR TENDED ( O m i t  c o m p o n e n t  s q u a d r o n s  when a n  A i r  G r o u p  i s  o n  b o a r d . )  

A - 
use  t h e  term "Opera t ing  o u t  of" .  

PER l OD LOCAT l ON 

PER 100 

- 

3 .  Mrlea atearned 

I 

PART I I I  - WINGS AND GROUPS: L i s t  u n i t s  on board,  i n c l u d i n g  detachments ;  g ive  d a t e s  when on ly  p a r t  o f  r e p o r t  pe r iod  i s  i n -  
volved,  o the rwi se  uae  " e n t i r e n  o r  " a l l n .  

I I 

CARRIER LANDINGS AND CATAPULT LAUNCHINGS: Give d a t e  upon which even thousands  were reached,  cumulat ive  from o r i g i n a l  commis- 
s i o n i n g  when p o s s i b l e ,  bu t  i f  from o t h e r  even t  a s  recommissioning o r  conve r s ion ,  shou ld  ao  s t a t e .  May inc lude  a  breakdown 
gs d e s i r e d .  For some numbers i t  w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  note .  a l s o ,  t he  a i r  u n i t ,  p l ane  type ,  and p i l o t  involved.  

U N I T  

4. Shap' .  f u e l  conrumed 

5. C a r r t e r  landing* 

PER l OD I 

A v i a t r o n  fuel  conrum'rd 

6 .  C a t a p u l t  launchin81 

UN l T 

SUBORDINATE UNITS  PER l OD SUBORDINATE UNITS PER l OD 
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OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 9 -60 )  PAGE 4 OF 9 

PART I V  - SQUADRONS 

1 .  TYPE A/C ASSIGNED 

A - i H/J 

I MONTH 

June 1 1474.1 / 334 September 1021.4 1 231 
PART V - A I R  STATIONS: On b o a r d  r e f e r s  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  what i s  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t ;  n o t  t o  be c o n f u s e d  w i t h  Home P o r t  
a s s i g n m e n t .  Do n o t  r e p e a t  u n i t s  r e p o r t e d  a s  on b o a r d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  u n l e s s  t h e y  d e p a r t e d  i n  t h i a  p e r i o d .  For  com- 
p o s i t e  u n i t s  s u c h  a s  C a r r i e r  A i r  G r o u p s ,  r e c o r d  o n l y  t h e  p a r e n t  group.  

NUMBER ON HAND 

12 

2. OPERAT l ONAL 

STATIST ICS 

DATE F I R S T  RECEIVED 

HOURS FLOWN INO. OF  FLIGHT^^ MONTH I HOURS FLOWN 

2. C W N D S  AND A C T I V I T I E S  ON BOARD I ARR l VED I DEPARTED 

NO. OFFLIGHTS 

April 

May 

1 .  UNITS  ON BOARD 

PART V I  - DOCUKNTARY MATERIAL APPENDED (Number s e r i a l l y  and d e s c r i b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  i n s u r e  p r o p e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

1418.0 

1149.6 

ARR l VED DEPARTED 

339 

283 

July 

August 

806.6 

152 9.0 

179 

334 



Par t  1-8. Addendum 

LIST OF INDIVIDUAL AWQDS 

CDR H. E. EXTINGER 4 A i r  Medals 
CDR C. W. STODDARD 1 A i r  Medal 
LCDR E. A. GFEATHOZ'SE 1 Distinguished Flying Cross, 3 A i r  Medals 
LCDR 0. R. FORD 3 A i r  Medals 
LCDR R. L. MCON 3 A i r  Medals 
LT F. H. FR.ECONNN 4 A i r  Medals 
LT C. B. JOHNSON 
LT D. B. DIXON 

1 S i lve r  S ta r ,  3 A i r  Medals 
2 A i r  Medals 

LT D. R. LAACK 4 A i r  Medals 
LTJG D. L, ABRAHAMSEN 4 A i r  Medals 
LTJG L. 0. IDODi3'URY 3 A i r  Medals 
LTJG M. L. :\TALMAN 2 A i r  Medals 
LTJG C. W. HARTMAN 1 S i l v e r  S ta r ,  3 A i r  Medals 
LT J G  A. J . T3nTSSBEBER 3 A i r  Medals 
LTJG J. S. LYNNE 1 Distinguished Flying Cross, 1 A i r  Medal 
ENS H. M. LITJ5SAY 3 A i r  Medals 
PARKER, W. 3., AOC Secretary of t h e  Navy Commendation Award 

CDR R. F. SMITH 2 A i r  Medals 
LT J. JUAN 2 A i r  Medals, 1 Navy CommendatiQn Medal 
LT J. C. BPI3  1 A i r  Medal, 1 Navy Commendation Medal 
LT J. M. SCOGGINS 4 A i r  Medals, 3. Navy Commendation Medal 
LT W. T. EADS 1 A i r  Medal 
LT ?!. H. DRAPER 3 A i r  Medals 

LCDR H. E. GRAY, JR. 1 Distinguished Flying Cross, 5 A i r  Medals, 
1 Purple Heart 

LTJG C. L, WUGHTIE 1 Distinguished Flying Cross, 1 Navy 
Commendation Medal, 1 Purple Heart 

On 22 June 1965 LCDR E. A. GRUTHOUSE, LT C. R. JOHNSON, LTJG C. W. 
3ARTi'JM, and LTJG J. S. T,Y?JPJE were  resented t h e  Vietnamese A i r  Force's 
highest award t o  aviators,  t h e  A i r  Gallantry Medal with Gold Wings, 
and made o f f i c i a l  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  Vietnamese A i r  Force by Premiere Ky 
i n  ceremonies a t  h i s  palace i n  Saigon, 



/' 
'* 7 l ON H I STOR I CAL SUMMARY 

S e e  e f f e c t a v e  e d a t a o n  of OPNAVINST 5750. OIJEAV FORM 5750-2 ( R E V .  4-60) 

I Unz  t 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE 
f f r c e r  o r  m u t h o r t r c d  r c p r e ~ c n t a t i v c  

, LCDR, By Direction 

1 October 19 
D a t e  F o r w a r d e d  

65 ts 1 o c t s b e r 9 6 6  
I 

30 October 1966 
I 

DIRECTIONS: Comple te  i n  d u p l i c a t e  s e m i - a n n u a l l y  f o r  p e r i o d s  b l a n k s  u s i n g  'same" t o  a v o i d  r e p e a t i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  
e n d i n g  31  March and 30 S e p t e m b e r ,  r e t a i n  c o p y  a n d , f o r w a s d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f  more s p a c e  i s  n e e d e d ,  a t t a c h  e x t r a  s h e e t s .  
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  o f  Naval  O p e r a t i o n s ,  A m p l i f y i n g  a n d / o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  documents ,  i n c l u d -  
Op-OSASG, Kavy D e p a r t m e n t ,  Washington  25 ,  D. C.,  w i t h i n  15  i n g  p h o t o s ,  m a y b e  appended  w i t h  p r o p e r  n o t a t i o n u n d e r p a r t  VI. 
d a y s  a f t e r  r e p o r t  p e r i o d .  F o  c o v e r i n g  l e t t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  may be a t  any  l e v e l  c o n s i s t e n t  

All  uni t s  complete p a r t  I and  o ther  p a r t s  as i n d i c a t e d .  w i t h  c o n t e n t .  I d e n t i f y  c l a s s i f i e d  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  

Fo l low i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  b l a n k ;  f i l l  i n  a l l  r e q u i r e d  by an a d d i t i o n a l  s t a m p  a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .  
Avoid o v e r - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

PART I - A L L  UNITS  

I .  Designation: Omit if same as in previous period. If changed, 
enter previous designation, date of change and the authorizing 

a i r  s t a t i o n s  g i v e  s t a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  o n l y .  

4 .  M i s a i o n  o r  f u n c t i o n  ( I f  changed or spec i f ica l ly  assigned during the period, then en te r  a  b r ie f  with da tes  and i d e n t i t y  o f  authorizing 

dlrectlve. New unlts record date and place of cornmlsslonrng. 
2 Comaandzng O f f t c c r  

CDR J D. BURDEN 

di rec t ive .  ) 

Attack Squadron 

< n 

5 .  N c z t  s e n i o r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o m ~ a n d  ( G i v e  s t a r t  and  e n d  d a t e r  i f  c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  p c r ~ o d . )  -. .. ,- 

3 PERSONNEL ON BOARD 
14 September 1% 

OTHER TOTAL 
6 

C . O C ~ g t e  r&;mHmf&xa ~ e r ~ o d  
_ 

CDR C o  Wa STODDARD 

m L O C A T 1 O N  ( A i r  S t a t i o n s  o m i t ;  s h i p s  e n t e r  i n  P a r t  11. Wings and g r o u p s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e c o r d  s q u a d r o n  l o c a t i o n s ;  
s h i f i - b a s e d  u n i t s  g i v e  name o f  s h i p  o n l y .  E n t e r  b e g i n n i n g  and end  d a t e s  when p a r t  o f  p e r i o d  i s  i n v o l v e d . )  

D  t  o f  c h a  13 ~ p k 3 l  1966 

I 
7 p a r t , c t p a t r o n  r n  spsca .1  c r e r c a a e s ,  o p e r e t t o n s ,  a n d  o p e r a t r o n a l  t e r t r  (Principally those of a  major nature ra ther  than what i s  normally a  par t  

of routine operational training.  Use o f f i c i a l  code names o r  descrrptrve t l t l e s ,  iden t r fy  the overa l l  c m a n d ,  and e v e  dates,  area and b r i e f  sum- 

mary of own particrpation.  \lake reference t o  reports  and orders covering the operation.) 

From 15 October t o  4 November 1963, VA-25, embarked on the USS MIWAY (CVA311) 
participated i n  Yankee and Dixie Team Operations i n  the G u l f  of Tonkin under the 
command of  COHSEVENTHFIT This action iwolved close a i r  support in South Vie* 
and l ines  of commqjication interdiction i n  North Vietnam. This operation wae bez 
gun again aboard the USS CORAL SEA (CVA-~~)  oommending 13 September 1966. 



AV l A T  l ON h l STCR 1 CAL SUMMARY <*i - OPNAV REPORT 5750- 3' 

OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-60) PAGE 2 OF 4 
- 

8 .  Official or other rrcolnition o f  occo.plirhmrnt - (Such a s  u n i t  c i ta t ions ,  carrnendations and awards; decorations and awards t o  individuals,  and 
records o r  events helievrd t o  he "f i r s t s" .  which may be fleet-wide o r  apply only within the un i t .  Give da tes  of awards and events; c l a i m  for 
" f i r s t s "  are meaningless without a date.) 

I 

see  enclosure (1.1 ( W .- ++&-a? 

After  returning from cruise on 23, the squadron enjoyed a relaxing period 
of leave and then began wotk in again, An Administrative and Material 
Inspection was held in the We received a grade of 92.49. 

9 .  General re*=.. o f  actrvxty - (Farrative statement of a c t i v i t y  not 
conversion, modification, overhaul, new equipment, and the l ike .  Ail- 
adnunistrat ive and manapement procedures introduced; spec ia l  progr 
e t c .  Use addit ional  shee ts  as necessary. Documents appended should 

- 
VA-25 then continued i t s  t ra in ing  cycle including ca r r i e r  qualifications aboard 

the USS CONSTELLATIDN and a weapons deployment t o  Fallon, Nevada. 

otherwise covered, sunnarizing work, t ra in ing ,  spec ia l  c ru ises  and v i s i t s ,  
S ta t ions  consider, i n  addit ion,  such things a s  reorganizati?, new operational  
i n i t i a t e d  or  caopleted, construction i n  progress, expansim of f a c i l i t i e s ,  

be iden t i f ied  i n  Par t  VI, page 4.) 

The squadron boarded the USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43) on U June and participatedi&n a 
WEFTRAEX and Operation nBelaying Pinw. VA-25 then participated i n  the  Operational 
Readiness Inspection i n  Hawaii which we received a grade of 94.49. 

The OBAL SEA arrived on Yankee S ation sn  September 13 and current operations be- 
gan. CDR C. W. STODaARD was l o s t  i n  ction the next day and CDR J I  DO BURDEN took 
over a s  C o d i n g  Officer. 



NAME - 

CDR H. E. ETTPNGER 
5@4133/131@ 

LTJG D. L. ABRAHAMSEN 
663175/131 $ 

IT D. B. DIXON 
6w75/131 @ 
LCDR E. A. GREATHOUSE 
594756/131$ 

CDR C. W. STODDARD 
521896/131$ 

LCDR 0. R. FORD 
6$5689/131@ 

LCDR R. L. BACON 
6@9675/1317 

CDR J. D. BURDEN 
5@676Q/i31@ 

LTJG N. T. DARuMUS, Jr 
6689621131 fl 
LCDR J. D. EHRET 
644955/131 @ 

AIR MEDAIS 

%E?L 

9.8 



CONT 

ENS L. E. GARDINER 
69@21@/1315 

L T  C. B. JOHNSON 
641391/131fl 

L T J G  H. M. L I W S A Y  
659584/131 fl 
L T J G  J. S.LYNNE 
669269/131 fl 
L T J G  B. G. MARCUS 
684568/1315 

L T J G  A. A.  NICHOLS 
678463/131@ 

LX R. M. RAUSA 
623751/1317 

LCDR R e  W. SMITH, JR. 
585944/11317 

L T J G  C. F. THOM,II 
657182/131 fl 

LT L. 0. WOODBURY 
686487/131@ 

LT R. D. WOODS 
63273fl/1315 



NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH CONBAT V 

NAME - 
CDR C, W. sToDDARD(Go1d S t a r )  
521896/131 Jd 
LCDR R. L. BACON 
6@96?5/131? 

LCDR 0. R e  FORD 
66568911319 

LCDR E. A. GREATHOUSE 
594756/131Jd 

LT D. B. DIXON 
6444751131 9 

LTJG I. T. D-3, Jr. star) 
66896g1318 

CDR H. E. ETTINGER 
5Q41331131 QI 

LT C. B. JOHNSON 
641 39111319 

LTJG H. M. LIVESAY 
659584/131Jd 

LTJG J. S. LYMNE 
6692691131 @ 

LT L. 0. WOODBURY 
68648711319 



SBCRETARY OF THE NAVY C O ~ ~ W T I O N  FOR ACRIEVEMENT 

LT A. B. RODRIGUEZ 65 93 6616852 USN 

Am J* D, HILLARY 692 84 16 USN 

DISTINGUISH FLYING CROSS 

NONE 

GOOD CONmCT 

AME! A. J. BILLINGS* JR 587 27 8'7 

AIR2 B. BROOKS 444 43 85 
3rd Award 

A.MH2 W, V, PATTERSON 298 84 42 

A m 2  TO W. REID 483 61 22 
3rd Award 

AQ3 R. J.  ROUKIE 9@3 99 96 
1st Nard 

us 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 



AV l AT l ON H l STORl CAL SUMh. ... f - CONT I NUED 
OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 4-1301 

OPNAV MFQRT 5750-3 
PAM 3 OF U -- - -  . 

Period Covered f From - To1 - A /  / 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE 11 0 c t o ~ 1 9 6  3. 0 ; a F  
PART I I  - SHIPS 

1 .  GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION: Dai ly  l o c a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  r equ i r ed .  Note d a t e s  i n  and o u t  o f  U.S. p o r t s  and gene ra l  o p e r a t i n g  
a r e a  i n  between as :  Medi terranean,  Car ibbean,  Hawaiian, West Pac, e t c .  For d a i l y  o r  f r equen t  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  o f  one po r t .  
u se  t h e  term "Operat ing o u t  o f m .  

PER l OD 

N/A 

2.  AIR UNITS ON BOARD OR TENDED ( O m i t  c o m p o n e n t  s q u a d r o n s  when a n  A i r  G r o u p  i s  o n  b o a r d . )  

LOCAT l ON 

PERlDD 

I I I 

I 

PART 1 1 1  - WINGS AND GROUPS: L i s t  u n i t s  on board,  i n c l u d i n g  detachments ;  g i v e  d a t e s  when on ly  p a r t  o f  r e p o r t  pe r iod  is i n -  
volved,  o the rwi se  u s e  . e n t i r e n  o r  " a l l m .  

UN l T 1 PER l OD I UNIT 

3. M i l e .  .teemed I 4 .  Ship ' .  f u e l  consumed 

I - d 

CARRIER LANDINGS AND CATAPULT LAUNCHINGS: Give d a t e  upon which even thousands  were reached,  cumulat ive  from o r i g i n s 1  commis- 
s i o n i n g  when p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  i f  from o t h e r  even t  a s  recommissioning o r  convers ion.  shou ld  s o  s t a t e .  May i n c l u d e  a  breakdown 

ed. For some i t  w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e .  a l s o .  t h e  a i r  u n i t ,  p l ane  type,  and p i l o t  involved.  

A v i a t i o n  f u r l  connmmed 

5. C a r r i e r  Iandincr  8 .  C a t a p u l t  launchin## 

SUBORDINATE UNITS PER l OD PER l OD 

N/A 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 



A V I A T I O N  ' H I S T O R I C A L  SUMMARY - CONTI  N<- -, WNAV MP(WT 5750-3 

OPNAV FORM 5750-2 (REV. 1)-eo) PAOE Y OF I) 

PART I V  - SOUADRONS 

2 .  OPERAT l ONAL 

STATISTICS 

PART V - AIR STATIONS: On board r e f e r s  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t o  what i s  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t ;  n o t  t o  be confused wi th  Home P o r t  
assignment. Do n o t  r e p e a t  u n i t s  r e p o r t e d  a s  on board i n  t h e  p rev ious  pe r iod  u n l e s s  t hey  depa r t ed  i n  t h i s  pe r iod .  For com- 
p o s i t e  u n i t s  such  a s  C a r r i e r  A i r  Groups, r eco rd  on ly  t h e  p a r e n t  group. 

1 .  TYPE A/C ASS IGNED 

A1 H 

PART V I  - DOCUMENTARY MATERIAL APPENDED (Number s e r i a l l y  and d e a a r i b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  i n s u r e  p rope r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . )  

NUMBER ON HAND 

I ?  

DATE FIRST RECEIVED 



ATTAM S~WWJ n m  ~ 1 %  
l?LEm POST OFFICE 

SIN FiW?CISCO 96661 

ATTACK SQWRQN TrYBWY FIYE evolved fran the fanous T(h1PEDO S a W R O N  

SEVENTEEN, which a t  the termination of World \dar 11, was sent to W 

Fallon, Nevada for reformation under the cagnand of Comander mbin HI 

KONIC. A t  th i s  t h e  the rquadran f l e w  TBM type aircraft, 

In February 1946, the squadron was ordered t o  I4AS Bnmswick, Maine 

and tbe TW's were ~ ~ e d  w i t h  SB2Cls. In August of that same ytar, 

the squadron was again transferred, this t i m e  to Norfolk, Virginia. 

Redesignat& as VA-6E, i t  bacagne a cunponent of Carrier Air Croup FIVE, 

and in January 1947, the Air Group embarked an the newly completed USS V U  

FQRGE (CVB-45) for a shakedown crusie in the Caribbean until 1947, In 

Decenber 1947, CVGB-5 was redesignated Carrier Air Group SIX, and V A 4 B  

became VA-65 in conformity with the nxmr;beriq sy8ton. At the solole tine, 

Camander KONIG was relieved by LTeutena~t Camtknder BUMJ3R as Com;mnding 

Officer. 

In early 1948, VA-65 becane a plank owner for the aecand tine when 

i t  dxirked in lBS C O W  SEA (~VE3-43) for her maiden voyage, A t  the 

capletion of the cmise, the sqmclron again returned t o  W'LS Norfolk, 

2.emaining there until the latter part of 1948, when i t  went aboard the 

U S  FEDWAY (CVB-41). Upon return to Norfolk iron this training 

cruise, Lieutenant Camnmder WTUR was relieved by Lieutenant Caxmxder 

HflNUY as Cotminiling Officer. 

Early in 1949, VA-65 anbarked in U3S MJDl&'iX (CVB-Q~) for the seed 

time t o  make a twwnonth Xeditermnan cruise. Afterwards V . h 6 5  was 

haneported at  NlLlS Oceana, Virginia, 31n mid-1949, VL-65 received its first 

~ a t + d d  &&I~*Los) tiS't for b d a  th. beat engine banbing sputdpn in 



COMAIRLANT for the year 1948. In the latter part of lw, CVG-6 went 

aboard its fourth ship An three years, USS FRA1JKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CNB-42). 

for a Cwo-month cold weather training cruise. On 12 November 1949, the 

ship and Air Group crossed the Arc;?Uc Circb. After completion of t h i s  

cruise, and on 3 February 1950, Commander PhilUps releived Lieutenant 

Commander Hanley as Commanding Officer. 

VA-65 received its second Battle EFficiency award i n  June 1950 for  

being the best single engine bombing squadron i n  CClNAIRLANT during 1949. 

The follawing month, with the invasion of South Korea, a cambat reaw air 

group was ordered to the West Coast. Along ~ 5 t h  VF-35, VF-24, vF-63aand 

VF-&#a vA-65 beuome a patst ofthe @%~~issdm Air Group TWO* w i t h  Commander 

Donald M. WHITE as CAG, and departed NAAS Ocsana for NAS fiuntda, 

California in August 1950, 

VA-65, along; w i t h  t he  Air Group  smbarked i n  US3 B O X E R ~ V - ~ ~ ) ,  on 

24 Auguat 1950, and sailed for Korea in  a record breaking run. This first 

tour of duty in the Korean ~hilatsr'lasted u n t i l  ll Nwember 1950, when the 

squadron returned to NAS Alameda, The stay a t  Alameda was ahorblived. 

On 2 December 1950. tbe squadran was caUsd back from leave to mobiliee, 

w i t h  A i r  Group TWO, for immediate departure to Korean waters. The 

Air Group aided i n  the successful evacuation of UN troops frm Hungnem 

on this tour. On 19 March 1951, the Air Group transferred to 

USS PZILIPPINE SEA (CV-47). and served with her u n t i l  returning to  WiS 

Alameda on 9 June 1951.. k i n $  this period, 24 August 1950, until 

9 J W e  1951, the squadron logged a t o w  of seven months i n  a combat 

operational status, crossed the Pacific Ocean four times and served aboard 

three:DgBSZKP' class carriers. Sewenteen hundred and eighteen missions m-i -i 

we- fL&n during t h i s  period, of which l434.5 were combat mfssions, 



totaUng 5,583 comboti hours, 

VA-65, with Air Group TWO, mved to W Santa Rosa, Calif'ornia on 

ll July 1951, with Conaaander G, A, herwood relieving Conaander P h i l l i p s  

as Canwuding Officer on 31 Aqpst 1951. On 8 Psbruary 1952, the A i r  

Group departed NAS Alameda aboard W S  BQXEI( (~~421) for its third 

Korean bur, W%th the squadrones prw mission being interdiction 

naximm results vere achieved on 23 June 1952, when a caordinated st r ike  

p s  successfully conducted against the North Korean hydro-electric plants, 

A tragic highlight of this baadrre was a shipboard f i rs  on 4 August 1952, 

i n  which the squadron lost  one arpn, The wuadron returndl to NAS Alameda 

on 25 ~~r 19%. W e  on leave a t  his home in  Salt Lake City, U t a h ,  

on 22 October 1952, Com~~nder &* A. She& pa88sd aW;py* U ~ t e m t  

Commander M. R. NOW bccune aoting Cawarnding OPficer tinti3 he was 

relieved by Lieutenant Corumander He H. Thompson on 28 htohr 1952. 

On 3 ~ugust  19sr VA-65, with & Crbup TWO, brdd USS YORKTCrWN (CVA-10) 

for its fourth Korean tour, thb tino undmr psrsdU oondftiona as the 

truce was signed 27 July 1953. During this cru$cre the squadron f lew ex- 

por&mmtlr with the U.S. Air Fame froin Japnn and the Nationalist Chinese 

Air Force an Taiwan, as w e l l  a8 nyf iy  nwe-s train* f l k h t s  as port of 

Task Force SEYENTY-ShW- The aquQdron rotaUmed to NAS Afamdlar on 3 March 

1954, On 12 March 1954 Ue~tenant Camandor H. M. Thompson was relieved 

by Lieutenant Commander J. A. Rapp, 

 he sq-dron conduoted routine tra- until 3 ~ ~ ~ e f  19% when it do- 

ployed a,board USS ESSM (CVA-9). Thi squadron partiafpated In  exercises 

off the Ph i l ime  I d h d t ~ ,  and on 22 Janurg 1955 was ordered to g ~ r d  the 

orem visits to Bangkok, Thailpnb, Hong Koq, and Japan as w e l l  as porGr b the 



1955, and on 15 July 1955, Commander John R. Bowen II reEved Commander 

J.A. Rapp as Commanding Officer, 

Upon completion of a sixteen-nth training cycle on ll November 1956, 

VA-65 deployed aboard USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38), f o r  its sixth cruise aboard 

an ttBSITPv f, lnss carrier. During this cruise the Squadron visited ports 

i n  Hawaii, Japan, Okinawa, the Philippine fslan* and Hong Kong. The 

squadron flew i n  numerous exercises as part of Task Force 77, The largest 

exercise was Operation B S C U N  HIU, which was a simulated invasion of the  

Philippine Islands, The squadron also participated i n  the aearch f o r  

President Magsaysay~s ai rcraf t  on 17 March 1957, and the following week, 

participated with Air Group TWO in a flyover during the  deceased Prelsidentls 

funeral ceremonies, The  squadron^ s primary mission during this cruise waa 

special weapons delivery. Thirty-eight (38) Itlong range, low levelvt hope 

were flown while a c c d a t i n g  a to t a l  of 2593 hours f o r  all type missions. 

The squadron commenced its t ra ining cycle again i n  July 1957, with seven 

ttsecond tour" pilots from the  November 1956 - May 1957 deployaent remaining. 

Phase 1 training lasted u n t i l  November 15, 1957 with one Fallon conventional 

weapbns training deployment and one China Lake Special weapons period. 

Phase I1 continued un t i l  15 May 1958 with  major emphasis being placed on 

conventional weapons delivery techniques, instrument flying, medium angle 

loft deliveries, navigation, night flying and FCLP/MLF. The sauadron made 

two more Fallon deployments, one i n  February 1958, and another in  May 1958, 

with an additional China Lake deployment in December 1958. The majority 

of the pilote day and carrier qualified on the USS MIDWAY i n  March 1958, 

COMFAIRAL-A conducted the squadron ~dministrative/Mclter~al Inspection 

on 8 and 9 Hay, 1958 assigning a grade of 89.51 - Good. 



Phaae 111 conrmenced May 15, 1958 at which time CDR E.V. Ieac, Jr,, 

relieved CDR W.C. Bares as Commanding Officer. The squadron flew to San 

Mego on 16 May 1957, and embarked in USS W S A R G E  (CVA-33) for t w  weeks 

of day-carrier qualification and refresher landings, Commencing 7 May 1958, 

the squadron comnenced refitting all its Afl.6 aircraft with the more reliable 

R-3350-26 WC engine. Aircraft availabiUty dropped to  approxhately onbha$f 

of the assigned aircraft while the other half were undergoing engine changee. 

This program continued until 21, July 1958 when the last WC engine was in- 

stalled, The squadron f l e w  to San Diego the weekend of 13-15 June 1958, and 

embarked in KEARSARGE for night carrier landing qualffications, Twenty-one 

of the pilots were night-qualified. On 26 June 1958, the squadron partici- 

pated i n  Operation BLUE COAT a STRIKE% During the period 7-3J. July 1958, 

the squadron received orders to load a 3 l  aircraft and gear aboard USS MIDWAY 

(CVA-W) due to the tense international situation precipitated by the United 

k a b  Republic - Iraq coup. USS LEltIEK;ltlN was sent t o  the Far East saon 

thereafter as a precautionary measure3 hawever, USS MIDWAY remained in the 

Alameda area with the ~~n aboard, WSS MIDWAY was ordered to Hunters 

Point for shaft repairs and the squadron off-loaded at Alameda, From 26-33 

July 1958 the squadron gmrfiicipated i n  the ORTA, exhibiting a successful 

display of potential power result ing from the previous long mnths of training, 

On Saturday> 16 August 1958, MfWAY with the squadron eabarked, departed 

Alameda for the 1958-1939 WeSTPAC cruise, mer  spending three days in 

Hawaii, the Formosa crisie erupted with a threatened invasion of the l itt le 

Quanoys, Matsu Island, the Pescadorea and Taiwan by the Chinese Communi8ta. 

On 24 August MIDWAY was ordered to proceed inmediately to the area, where 

it operated on the line a8 an alert cnrrfer within Task Force 77. Port calls 

were sacrificed fox the purpose of an effective alert, and up to 1 November 

1958, MIWAY had visited only Cubi Point, Philippines for a period of 7 days - 



establishing a reaord for a pr03,ona;ed period a t  sea without going into port, 

After 1 Naveznber 1958, the Quemoy cr i s i s  slowly slipped out of the Ume- 

light and tension in the Far E;ast eased. As EL result of this MIDWAY returned 

t o  a ~~normalfl cruise schedde, This included in-port periods in  such w e l l  

known places as Y o k o M ,  Manila, Buckner Bay and Hong Kong. 

During the cruise, MIDWAY was honored with such dignitaries as Secre- 

tary of Defense McElroy (U-15 October) and President C h i a n g  Kai-Chek' 

(U November 1958). For each of these very important guests C A W  staged 

an air show with the jets diaplayihg their flashy best and the SkJraiders 

exhibiting their very effective close air support capabilities, 

Participating in a world-wide operation c a l l e d  DICE CUP was MDWAPtS 

$*Swan Songlc. Termination of DICE CUP marked the end of MIDWAYIS WESTPAC 

deployment, and a few hours later we were relieved on station by US3 RWGET1. 

Upon arrival in CONUS V ~ d 5  was ixnediately reformed and on 3 April 1959, 

cammnder E d m d  8.  IZAC, Jr., was relived by Camrmaander John W. FAIRBANKS. 

Without delay, the Nr Group began an intensive turn around training pmgram 

in order to  be ready for deployment by 10 August 1959, aboard USS MIDWAY, 

On 1 July 1959, VA-65 was redesignated as Attack Squadron TWNTP-FIVE 

(VA-25) to conform with the Air Group TWO squadron numbering sequence, 

After five short months at  NAS Alameda, including one three week Fallon 

deployment, VA-25 again loaded her planes, personad, rvld gear aboard MIDWAY 

for a seven nonth cruise i n  WESTPkC. Two weeks i n  Hawaii during the fir& 

of September 1959 included a successful OPTA (Operational Training) and more 

liberty than could be afforded. 

As MIDWAY sailed for Guam and the Philippines, the LAOS crisis  was 

prominent i n  the news and kept all hands on their toes. However, thfs crisis 

soon subsided and MS&IAP enjoyed such ports as Pokoauka and Buckner Bay. 



Aa a result of a serious fire onboard Hn,WXY while at Cubi Point, she 

waa ordered back t o  Yokosuka for repairs and VA-25 conducted fUghtop8 f m  

NAS Ataugi, Japan, After two weeks in the yard, MIDWAY operated off the coast 

of Japan before proceeding t o  celebrate Chriutmas in  Kobe, Japan. 

After a Merry Christmas, MIHAP went to sea for another week and on 

2 J a n u q  1960, was again in Yokomka, Japan for ten dage. VA-25 off-loaded 

and flew out of NILS A t m a g i  for the third and last time thia cruise. On the 

13th of January the Air Group f l e w  aboard KIDWAY as she sailed for Okinaws 

and a month of intensive air operations. The mnth of February me hi@ 

lighted by a f ive  day visit to Sasebo, Japan and Operation BLUE SKY, an 

exercise with the Chinese Nationalists Air Force, during which TI-5 

flew many simuEated strikes against Taiwan. During this period the ZOOOth 

landiry by VA-25 far tNs Cruise wets made by Collmander FAIRt3lNECS. On 19 

February XIDWAY visited Bong Kong, After a week of trying to buy out Mang 

Kong, MUlWAX got underway for a last look at Yohsuka. 

On 3 March 1960, the Last day of flight operations for the cruise, 

LTJG A.1). WUSON made the last landing for the Air Group, The equadron 

had flown a total. of 4047.h hours with U32 landings by VA-25 pilots since 

leaving CONUS on 15 ,lugust 1959. All pilots but one of VA-25 were by this 

time members of the MIiMAY Centurion Club. After a five day stay in 

Yoltoeuka, Japan, MIDWAY got underway at 11OO on 10 Marah for CONUS with s 

short two-day stop in Fowl Harbor, On 23 March 1960, the squadron fleu 

ashore, conducting simulated offensive training  trikes against CONUS with 

the U S 0  defending. Two days later MTIIWP.Y sailed under the Golden Gate and 

VA-25 off-loaded a t  NAS Alameda for a welcome eleven month training cycle, 



During this unusually Long training cycle (one year) the squadron 

completed a number of deployments, In June and September 1960 deplopents 

were made to  NAAS Fallon for practice i n  conventional bombing techniques 

and close air support operations, In October and November 1960 a three week 

period was spent a t  N U  China Lake practicing low angle l o f t  and lay down 

maneuvers. On 7 August 1960 CDR J.W. FIJRBlXKS was relived by CDR W.S. HERl'IG 

as Commanding Officer, 

On 29 August 1960, after a one week deployment aboard USS LEXINGTON, 

VA-25 flew aboard USS KEARSARGE to complete night carrier qualifications 

and bad-ups .  All pilots were qualified in tm days. 

During December 1960, the squadron conducted oper~tions with USS MIDWAY 

off the California coest. 

From 15 Jarnucry to  February 1961, US9 MIDWAY with Carrier Air Group 

TWO mbzked, departed Alameda f o r  the 1961 WESTP,IC cruise. On 23 February, 

COMFcZfRHAW!JJ: 3onducted an ORI and NORM for  MIDWAY and her Air Group. VA-25 

came thru with a tentative score of 91.00, the second best score achieved 

by an AD qz.zadLnon in the Pacific. 

The 8?,030t.> lsnding was made abomd USS MIDWAY by LCDR BRADY on 2f+ 

February 1961. US3 MIDTr;l:l' continued i ta  WESTP;.C cruise and on 23 March, 

after three days of a schedded seven day visit in Hong Kong, was ordered 

to  sea a,? a2 r.lert carnler during the Laotian crisis, MIDWAY proceeded t o  

Cubi Poin', to t c ~ c i  sbt3?rd a Marine FBU squadron and operated i n  the South 

China Sea t k n i l g h  31 March 1961, During the period 1 April t o  1 July 1961, 

VA-25 visited. I;cl;e, Iv-akuni, Sasebo and Yokosuka. Over s ix ty  percent of this 

time was s?z?tJ -12 ~ j e a  conducting routine training; including participation in 

mratior. w E"I; " ' 1  mr- LT J .F. FRANCIS made the 91,000th. h d i m  &rd USS 

MIDWAY (CVA-Lb1) 03 1 May 1961, followed by LT D.L. CLARKE makFrrg the 92,OQOth 



landing on 26 Hay 1961. Many noteworthy events occured during July, August 

and September. Foramst among them was the Chmge of Conmud in which 

CDR C.R. BWLDFQRD relieved CHZ W,S, H ~ . l ' I C .  The occasion was marked by an 

impressive ceremony an 3 August 1961, followed by an even more impressive 

cocktail party that evening, 

Three members of the squadron were admitted to MIDWi'AYtS exclusive Double 

Centurion Club. On 19 July 1961, LT J.E. JONES became the 6th member of the 

club; on 7 ilugust, LTJC A.D. WILSON becsme the 7th; and on 4 September, 

LCbR J. nLl1 BRADP, I11 became the 8th member. 

Along with making his 200th landing aboard MIDJAY, LCDR BRllDY also had 

the distinction of making his second U)OOth landing, the 94,000th on MIDWAY. 

It goes witbout saying of course, that the biggest event of t h i a  period 

was a safe return of A l l  Hands back to CONUS on 28 September 1961, In over 

seven mmths in WESTPM, ?,TKEON 25 logged a t o t a l  of 36fJ hours in the air, 

T U s  wRn lone? kFi,J,h ?,   hi mum of shore basing involved, 

Aft..\ F. x z l  : m e  nwe period, the squadron regrouped minus the faces 

of many c?d !s??.s b~:t :&th a number of new and eager replacement pi lots  from 

the RAG-  wing .:k t i : &  deplogment, a carqual period from 6 November until 

15 Novziirks- 1961, ?1'& 1' ' ~~LIZRKE became the eleventh pilot to achieve double 

centurion aboard USS EDWAY. During this same period LCDR H.F. GRIFFITH, 

the Executive Officer, rade %he 96,000th landing aboard MIWAY. 

It seemed as if we had hardly returned to NM Moffett when it was once 

again time t o  leave. 

On 26 November l96l, the squadron mved into the cold c'lsmate of the 

Sierras at NAAS Fallon, Nevada for three weeks of weapons training. This 

was the f i r s t  cold weather operations for many pilots but All Hands llturned 

totr and made it a successful dsplogment, The first week was United to 



perfecting our low angle loft capabilities and curing some cases of 

1tSWITCMTIS18. The second week found us practicing gllde bombing runs 

and strafing. The 1fhighUghtrl of this week was the superb crash landing 

by LT L,D, HUGHES of his crippled aircraft, The landing was so well executed, 

thus reducing damage, that iswas classified as an incident. The third and 

final week was spent COMPEKING with VA-165 observing and grading. The 

older, more experienced pi lo t s  wan more E t s  but also bought their share of 

cheer a t  the Ot club i n  the evenings. The squadron retuned to  NAS Moff ett 

F i e l d  on 1 5  December 1961 with 28 E t s  which proved their excellence in 

ordnvlce delivery. 

On 1 February 1962, the squadron was back aboard MIDWAY for llgroup opsa. 

T h i s  cruise was uneventful as w e l l  as short. On 7 February we returned t o  

NriS Moffett with another MIDWAY Centurion - LT G,M. GALE3. 

On 22 February 1962 the squadron receSved its annual ~dministrative/ 

Material inspection by COMFAIRALAMEDA. 

Just pr ior  t o  another ten days of operation with MIDWAY, the sauedron 

said good-by t o  its own LCDR flDiamond JWl BRADY who deperted for duty at 

NJS North Island, On 22 February, the men of FA-25 once again cal led 

MIDWPY home, From 22 February unt i l  2 March, the squadron participated in 

a WEPTRm, This  was the Squadront 8 f i r s t  t e s t  as a new team, During one 

of t he  long range strikee t o  NAAS Fallon on 24 February LTJG T.W. RANDALL 

q r i e n c e d  complete engine failure at 18,500. feet. LTJG RLM)ALL stayed 

with his  aircraft attempting unsuccessfully t o  restart the engine, A t  

9,!500 feet, realizing a restart was impossible, he bailed out and about 

five minutes later was safely aboard the Navy rescue hellcopter on his way 

to  NAAS Fallon. During this period, four VA-125 pilots became MIIlWAY 

Centurions. On February 27, LCDR H.F. GRWFFITH and LT G.T. McGRUTHER made 



th ie r  lOOth landings. The following day LTJG T,W. Rtc.NDU, back f rom 

NAAS Fallon, made his lOOth lending. On 1 Mzrch, LT L.D. WGHB cane aboard 

for his 100th landing. On 2 March 1962 the  squadron returned t o  NAS Moffett, 

Nine days l a t e r  we  once again emberked i n  MIDWILY for a STRIXM, exercise 

ItPOT SFI3T1I. The squadron1 a intensive training paid dividends and aU wemt 

smoot"l.~, On 23 March, we came home fo r  m- last minute preparations fo r  

deplo~,~sn, t ,  During these last fourteen days, the A=-R COMPEX was completed 

and the ~olr.adron earned additional Ef s. On 6 April, USS MIIMPLY, with VA-25 

emSa-ksd, sailed westwmd under the Golden Gate f o r  the Western Pacific, 

E--l*mte t o  WESTPAC, MIDWAY and Ziir Group TWO underwent an Operational 

Eaviiness fnspection (oRI) a t  Pearl Harbor beginning 16 A p r i l  1962, 

Riring the period 1 May - 1 July 1962, the  squadron visi ted Yokosuka, 

Sasebo, Hong Kong, and Subic Bay, D u r i n g  routine operations in May 1962, 

LT Brznce M. WOODWORTH became a MIDWAY Centurion. From 4 t o  7 June 1962, 

e u e ~ c i ~ e  tICOUNTZRTHRUSTt1 was conducted. The squadron logged an impressive 

1,332 h~irrs from theckck of the  USS MIDWLY during June 1962. 

The nonth of July was exceptional fo r  the  Skipper of the squadron, 

CDR BRADFORD not only  became a MIDIJAY Centurion but also made the  lO2,000th 

landing aboard USS MIDWAY, On U ,'.ugust 1962, CDR BRADFORD was relieved as 

Commanding Officer by CDR J,L. OVERM. 

With the cruise nearing completion, the ship visi ted Beppu and Yokosuka 

before departing f o r  COWS on 9 October 1962, On 20 October 1962 the  

squadron returned t o  Moffett Field. On 3 Januzry 1963 the  squadron commenced 

moving t o  NIB Lesroore. The o f f i c i a l  date of the change of location t o  NAS 

Lemoore was 7 January 1963. 

After getting po.tt3din the heart of the San Joaauin Valley, the erauadron 

commenced a long and quite active training schedule * i t h  a two week weapons 



depbgmant t o  NkllS Fallon on 27 January 1963. The squedron went  aboard 

USS HORNET fo r  carr ier  qualifica.tions from 21, February to  4 March 1963. 

From 24 April t o  8 May 1963 NAAS Fallon again saw t h e  squadron working 

on the  targetsc During this time the pi.lots competed i n  bath comyrentioml 

and nuclear weapons delivery methods. The squadron collected 32 Eta in the 

COMPEX, 

On 25 June 1963, the reins of the squadron again changed hands. This 

time COR H,W. PRLESSON, the  Fxecutive Officer, relieved CDR J.A. OVERN a8 

Cornanding Officer. In  July 1963 the tempo of operations began to  increase 

with the deployment of the ent ire  fir Wing t o  NAAS Fallon for  two weeks of 

weapons work. The Air Wing then deployed 3 more times aboard USS MIDWAY, 

The first m s  from 3 h.gust t o  116 August 1963, fo r  the WEPTRhEK. The second 

was from Lb September t o  26 September 1963¶ i n  prepara.tion for the STRIKM 

which took glace during the th i rd  deployment from 8 October t o  25 October 

1963, For the STRIKZK, VA625 received the highest grade of all. the squadrons 

aboard MIWdAY, 

Oh 8 November 1963, USS MIDWAY with VA-25 embarked, sailed w e s t  under the 

Golden Gate for a seven-nth cruise. The first operetion was the ORI. 

Again VA-25 led  the ship and the embarked squadrons with an overall  grade 

Two individual. grades are particularly noteworthy. ' h e  weapons lo& 

teams received a grade of 99.25, and the Maintenance Department received 

a grade of 95.35 f ~ r  the outstanding condition of the aircraft .  This is one 

of the  highest Maintenence grades ever received by a SPAD sauadron on an ORI, 

After leaving Pearl Harbor, the ship  set course fo r  Subic Bay, our first 

port of ca l l .  

Other ports of c a l l  during t he  cruise included Hong Kong, Saseba, Beppu, 



One of the highlights of the cruise was an z t  sea competition between 

USS HIDWAY and USS KITTY HAWK which covered a two-day period, VA-25 

contributed t o  a USS MXDWLY victory by defeating the wARABStl of VA-IlS 

at both bombing and rocket firing. 

The squadron returned to NIZS Laaaare on 26 May 1964 for  regrouping 

and training for  the next deployment. 

On 29 May 1964, CDR R.F. SMITH, the Executive Officer, relieved CDR 

H.W. PRESSON as Commanding Officer .  The squadron then set t led down t o  a 

one month post cruise leave period, On 8 July through 17 July the sauadran 

commenced i t s  trdnbg cycle by going aboard USS MIDWAY to part ic ip~te  in 

the USS RIXGEZZrS STRIKEX which was conducted off the coast of California. 

A i r  W i n g  TWO had the dubious honor of being the invading en- for  this 

exercise, The month of f,ugust saw the squadran getting ready for  i ts  

Administrative and Material Inspection fo r  which it received a grade of 

92.98, which i s  an adjective grade of excellent. 

I n  the first week of September ATTACK SQUf,DRON WTY FIVZ proved itsel$ 

t o  be the number one prop Attack Souadron i n  the Pacific Fleet by placing 

f i r s t  in READY STRIKE TWO SIXm-FOUR canpetition which was conducted a t  the 

Naval A i r  Facility China Lake, California. W R A L  T.O. MOORER (CINCPACFLT) 

presented CDR R.F, SMITH with a plaque for the squadronls outstanding 

perforrpence i n  this exercise. 

The targets of Fallon, Nevada was a g a  the s i t e  of the squadronr s 1964 

weapons deployment from 8 September through 24 September. The pilot8 of 

VA-25 compated in both conventional and nuclear weapons competitive 

exercises, 

USS MTUWAY was again called home when the squadron embarked on 6 October 

19& for  five weeks of air operations i n  the Hawaiian Erea and a S T R I I M  off 

the coast of California. While on cruise the squadron acquired four 



centurions, CDR R.F. SMITH, the Cdnmanciing Officer, CDR H.E. EZTINGER, the 

EXecutivc Officer, LT d.:,. GREATHOUSE, and LT O.R. FORD. 

From 6 November 1964 until 27 January 1965, the squadron was once again 

besed at NAS Lanoore, California, while a routine schedule was followed. 

During the period of 27 J m w y  to 5 February 1965, VA-25 was back aboard 

USS MIDWi'iY for a WEITRAM off the coast of Southern California. The highlight 

of this exercise was when LT D.B. DIXON becme a MXDWI.LY Centurion on 3 

February 1965. 

Later the sane month-VA-25 flew aboerd USS NIIMkLY t o  take part in 

Operation SILVER L.NCE* a ssimuZated invasion of the Southern Cclifornia 

coast. VA-25's portion of the exercise lasted from 23 Februery 1965 u n t i l  

3 March 1965 and was primarily to  soften up the area prior to an amphibious 

assault. During this period, the squadran flew one hundred and fourteen 

sorties, l o g g i n g  three hundred sixty-seven hours i n  the air. We added two 

names to the list of US3 MIDiiiY Double Ce,nturions as LT J.C. B W  ~ x d  

LTJG G.M. STOVER made their two hundredth .wrested landinga on 24 and 25 

February respectively. Nsa, LT D.B. DIXON made the 128,000th landing 

aboard USS MIDWAY on 3 March 1965, 

On 6 March 1965, USS MIXW"Y, wlth :-ttsck Crrrier Air Wing TWO amberked, 

dep~rted for the Western Pscific area. During th&s cruise visits wcke 

planned to Australia and the Indian Ocean, However, the Vietnamese cr$sis 

made these visits seem doubtful, and it was not &ng before the news came 

that our schedule had been significantly altered. 

On I0 and ll March, the squadron flew long range and msdium range 

practice strikes t o  Hawaii, simulating delivery of nuclear weapons, Sand- 

wiched between two weekends in Pearl Harbor the squadron, along with MIDWAY 

ancZ fir WSng TWP, underwent an Operational Readiness Inspection conducted by 



COMFAmWt51, 15 to 18 March 1965. VA-25 received a grade of 

EltCELLENT on this inspection. 

The USS MLDWi.Y sai led f o r  Buci Point, Philippines on 22 March 1965. On 

3 April we flew ta Cubi Paint, and USS MIDWAY arrived the followhg day, 

The next few days were spent flying coordinated strikes against Scarborough 

Shoals, West of Luzon, and in FMLP. USS MIDWAY departed Cubi Point on 8 

April1965 and we flew aboard the foUowing day. 

We arrived i n  the Gulf of Tonkin on 10 A p d  1965 and flew several 

S,iR and RESClS missions the  next few days, On 12 April 1965 a f l i g h t  of 

four VA-25 flSPADS", led by LCDR H.E. GRAY, the  Operations Officer and con- 

s is t ing  of LCDR R.L. BACON, LTJG-L.O. WOODBURY and LTJG A.J. HIPIGSBEZGER, 

while on a RESCAP mission into Laos, became the first aircraft f r o m  aboard 

the  USS MIDWAY t o  engwe the enemy i n  bat t le .  

Fromthen on the action came hot snd heavy, An almost daily d ie t  of 

RESCX f l i g h t s  as w e l l  as night and day road reconnaissance missions into 

North Vietnam and the  surrounding area followed, On 15 took part 

in a saturation bombing against a VIET CONG stronghold i n  western South 

Vietnam joining with planes from other carriers and A i r  Force land baserr, 

The next day VA-25, led by CMZ R.F. SMITH,, attacked and destroyed the  B d  

Duc Thou l&$may bridge i n  North Vietnam. On 17 P . p r i l  LTJG D.R. LAACK 

returned iron an escort mission with a W e t  hole in his aircraftla hori- 

zontal stabilizer becoming the  first i n  the squadron who could prove, 

"Those guys are ahooting back over there!n. 

The next Sunday, April 1&h, was Easter, and we were cursed (or blessed) 

with bad weather which cancelled all daytime flights. However, the night 

road reconnaissance mission did get off and struck a gold mine. LCMi H.E. 

GRAY and LTJG L.O. WOODBURP found a long convoy of enemy trucks on a road 



just southwest of Vinh i n  North Vietnam, bfter making several m, they 

flashed a contact report back t o  the  EDWBY, The entire W r  Wing was then 

sent out t o  f inish off the  convoy i n  s t r ikes  tha t  carried through the night; 

and in to  the next morning. During tha t  afternoon, CDR SMfTH lead VA-25 

a i rc ra f t  for  a tIseeding11 mission of several road tlchoke pointat!. 

For the next few days the air ba t t l e  conducted by the squadron consisted 

mainly of road reconnaissance and rescrtp mission, On the 21st of April, 

 pilot^ f lying t h e i r  nightly rounds thought they picked up sAgnd.8 frem s 

survival radio. Hopefully these were thought t o  have eminated from LT PHIL 

BUTI,r71 of V,2-22, who had been shot down the privious night. This was l a t e r  

cor.f irmed when other air wing  pi lo t s  talked t o  him on the  radio. However, 

after evading fo r  about three days, LT BUl"U8 was unfortunately captured 

by the North Vietnamese before he could he rescued. 

Shortly a f t e r  midnight on the  22nd of Eipril, LCDR GRAY and LTJG WOODBURY 

again spotted a f i f t een  t o  twenty truck convoy, t h i s  time northwest of Viah. 

They ntttacked it succe~sfully and relayed the news t o  MIWAY, Once more 

many other ;,ir Wing ai rcraf t  were launched t o  f in ish  off the job. 

For nearly a week a f t e r  this, our action was Umited t o  seeding roads, 

road reconnaissance, and rescap, The sole exception occurred on the 23rd 

~ m f  April, w%en VA-25 in coordinated s t r ikes  with the r e s t  of the air w h g ,  

attacked several bridges Just 8outh of V i n h  i n  an attempt t o  cut c o d s t  

logis t ic  and comunication routee, On 28 April, VAW-13 DETfiCHMENT ONE found 

several P.T. boats i n  a North Vietnamese river. The VA-25 Spads were c a l l e d  

in to  action once more. LT J. JUAN and LT C.B. JOHNSON were t he  first on the 

scene and attackeduat3.l fuel  requirements dictated the i r  return t o  MIDWAY. 

Shortly thereafter, CDR H.E. ETTINGIB, LT D.R. LAACK and LT J.M. SCOGGIN 

arrived t o  continue the  attack with napalm, thus marking the first time 



napalm had been used from the deck of MII%iP,Y since doining Yi!MEE TEAM. 

The t a l l y  sheet for this engaganent showed three P.T. boats sunk, with 

all aircraft returning safely. 

On the Last day of April, VA-25 took part in strikes against a military 

supply depot a few miles southwest of Thanh Hoa, North Vietnam, Led once 

again by CDR FlTIPJGW and employing a mixed load of napalm and general 

purpose bombs, the squadron conducted highly succeuarful attacks. Aa the 

month came t o  a close, VA-25 pi lots  had logged 252 combat missions with over 

W combat hours since arriving on station i n  the  Gulf  of Tonldn, 

The beginning of May found us operating extensively i n  South Vietnam 

agains the Viet Cong. On 1May the squadron took part i n  the saturation 

bombing of a Viet Cong s t r o ~ h o l d  southwest of Saigon, The next two days 

were spent bombing i n  the Mekbng Efver Delta with the ald of 8x1 airborne 

forward sir controller from the Air Force. For the next few days the flying 

was relatively uneventful am we continued our rescap missions, close air 

support i n  the Mekong Delta and the reconnoitering and seeding of mads. 

On 7 May, VA-25 stood by overhead to support the Marines amphibious 

landing on the coast of South Vietnam at  Chu Ld, 50 &lea south of Da Nang. 

During the launch at dam, ENS H.M. LIVESAY flew off VA-25's o n d l U o n t h  

pound of ordnance since i ts  arrival in the combat area 28 days earlier. The 

nest day we were again on station as the Marines continued to bring supplies 

ashore at Chu Lai and as the Seabees began construction of the new airfield 

there. In the afternoon CLlR SMTH and LTJG WtW'fi made a strike on Dong 

Thanb supply depot. Meeting with no opposition, they made a t o t a l  of 29 

bombing rurw between them to leave the large complex jO$ destroyed, 



V~-25 logged one more day of armed coastal  and road reconnaissance 

before departing the Gulf of Tonkin on 10 Yuy f o r  a much needed r e s t  a t  

Cubi Point, Philippines. The following day a l l  a i r c r a f t  flew into Cubi, 

with ~ ~ k y  arriving a day l a t e r ,  While i n  port ,  everyone took advantage 

of the l i b e r t y  and the opportunity to quench t h e i r  t h i r s t  wi th  San Miguels. 

A31 " A l l  Hands" party was held on the beech on the 15th. However, it was 

soon time t o  ge t  underway again, and the squadron birds were flown back 

aboard on 19 May. 

% 20 lay, we were back in action. That day, eight of our "Spads" 

attacked the harbor a t  Vinh, led  by the Skipper, CDR SMITH. There they 

encountered heavy f l ak  but  s t i l l  inf l ic ted  805 damage t o  the target. All 

planes returned safely t o  PiIDWAY. Once more tho squadron conducted semi- 

regular road reconnaissance, road cutting, RESCAP missions, and anti2.T. 

boat coastal  patrols,  

The next two days w e r e  spent seeding Mugia Bass, choke points on 

enamy supply routes, and searching f o r  P.T. boats and enemy truck convoys, 

On the afternoon of 24 Hay, CDR ETTINGER relieved CDR SHITH as Cotmmchg 

Officer of VA-25 in ceremonies conducted on the f l i g h t  deck of MIDWAY* 

The following day another truok convoy was located in North Vietnam 

in the ear ly  morning and attacked successfully. Later tha t  afternoon 

eight  squadron a i r c r a f t  struck a military barracks area in North Vietnam. 

They encountered moderate f lak which was  very professionally and completely 

silenced by the f l ak  suppression F-8's from VF-lll. I n  al l ,  the SPADS made 

56 bombing runs and l e f t  the area nearly totally demolished, 

'ho action packed days closely followed. LCDR FORD, leading a strike 

against the Phu Ban Supply Depot in North Vietnam, l e f t  it i n  ruins. A 

PT boat was found and sunk in a r iver  of North Vietnam, The week was closed 



out with arxned reaonnaissance missions and then the monsoon season began 

i n  earnest by observing a day of "holiday routine". CDR C. We STODDARD, 

USN, the squadron's new executive off icer  reported aboard on 27 May. 

0x1 the 30th. e ight  ''SPADG" were launched in t e r r ib le  weather t o  s t r ike  

P key bridge on Houte One, f i r t h  of Thanh Hoa. The resul t s  b f t  something 

t o  be desired as one section returned to MIWAY with a rough-running engine; 

another section landed aborad USS BON H O M P ' R I C W  because of a sump l ight ,  

ud the remaining four planes were eventually recalled due to  the extremely 

poor weather, It was probably just as well, since MIGS had been reported 

airborne and tracked as fa r  south as Vinh. The next day coPltjleted the s tory 

on the weather as MImW rode out 100 mph winds while caught up in tropical 

storm ngAgE"a 

With the advent of June, the P,T. b a t  k i l l e r s  were again on the prowl, 

sinking four  on the first, An afternoon f l i g h t  led by LCDR R,L. BACON sank 

three t~ .. river : w  -'=,r.:?zl Vinh and Dong bi. The next day on a s t r ike  against 

a bridge :?-r Mug51 Pass i n  North Vietnam, LT Je )la SCOGGIN dropped a span, 

W e  ot?:-.? kircrz,'". 7263 several road cuts. 

On ' .-.?d 5 Jur,.: ib-.- A i r  Wing ts primary concern and major flying efforts 

were dIi.;-szted toward ;tZ% .+ fo r  one of our own downed pilots ,  LT Paul ILG of 

VA-22, who had ejected from h is  crippled A& Skyhawk over unfriendly land on 

the 3rd. VA-25 flew many long hours of RESCfl missions over the area trying 

to p inpoh t  LT ILG's  position. Radio contact had been made with him, but 

because of moderate flak fn the area, rescue helicopters could not  approach 

close enough t o  effect a remue, While, searching f o r  LT ILG on June 4, 

LT FRECKMANN experienced serious engine trouble which necessitated his 

diverting t o  the emergency f i e l d  a t  Udorn, Thailand. The end result was an 

engine change for  h i s  a i rcraf t ,  On the 5th, VA-25 dil igent ly continued $ts 



RESCU vigil esld in addition took on the task of communications relay whilvr 

the rescue e f fo r t s  were continued. To the elat ion of a11 concerned, particu- 

larly IU, a swccessful pickup was made near the end of tha t  day. Things 

were back t o  normal f o r  the next f e w  days 4s VL25 continued with its armed 

reconnissance des t~oying  several mili tary ta rge ts  i n  North Vietnam, among 

them: rai l road cars, f e r r i e s ,  barges, road repair  equipment, and bridges, 

On the 9th of June, LT J.M. SCOGGII? made his 300th landing aboard MIDWAY t o  

become the f i r s t  t r i p l e  centurion i n  VA-25's history and a member of the very 

exclusive "300 Club'' aboard MIDWAY. 

10 June 1965 was t o  be a t rag ic  day fo r  Vk-25. Though s t a r t ing  as many 

other da.ys with night road reconnissance a& lUiSCkP missions, a mid-morning 

s t r i k e  of e i -pht  squadron planes coordinated wi th  four A& f l a k  suppressors was 

l ed  by CDR (:.:Jg STODDAFO. Despite the continuatioh of extremely adverse 

weather 7 :c: Li i o j x ,  a l l  twelve a i r c r a f t  successfully pthched throilgh and 

located. l:.tL2 tyrr.-C, site, the Co Dinh thermoelectric plant e ight  miles south- 

west of  7:?11~'.1 boa, Although rainshowers, 4000-5000 feet ceilings,  heavy cloud 

cover and ~ Y Y ' ; J C ? ~  v i s i b i l i t y  existed i n  the ta rge t  area, each a i r c r a f t  made 

two runs I..: - .  :. ; c l - -  on +.!is rower plant. LTJG J.S. LYNNE scored a direct hit 

on a ?i"2'.~~ - CI- cf the ccx,plt?x with a 2000 pound bomb completely destroying 

the bul;di.r:;, F7ak from automatic weapons f i r e  was moderate, and as  the last 

- .  aircraf ",..reT,- T--I -:.: F~ i. ~f i tho target ,  CDR STODDARD n b s e d  m$kosion OIE a 

nearby hi  !.1.-' -i?, i-. 'r' -.- i.,? check revealed that LTJG C ,L. DOUGHTIE, flying 

Canasta - 1;' !- - I :a  rissing. CDR STODDARD and h i s  wingman made several passes 

over tJl- P:T.-~ :- ??-? t o  30 avail.. LTJG DOUGHTIE who had jus t  joined the 

sq~iadi.o;-, d? 2'. : : tbT~.:% 2n his 8th mission. It was a sad day indeed as eight  

went OV;; ;; - ' #- - , * -= LL:crod, marking our f i r s t  combat loss, 



The next day we flew weather reconnaissance and HESCAP Islssions, While 

returning from one of these, LTJG C .We HARTMUN had the dist inct ion of making 

the 25,000th car r ie r  controlled approach (CCA) aboard MIWAY, 

For t he  following three days we flew RESCaP and reconnaissance missions. 

On 14 June, LTJG D. L. ABRMAMSEN1s sharp aim dropped a bridge i n  North 

Vie%. .. that had . I l~!t.:.l the squadron f o r  twa days, LT M.H. IXWEZt made bis 

200-21 :.iIDWkl landi:!g or_ returning from the strike. 

The RESCfl  f l i g h t  ccrtinued, and on 16 June the squadron also launched a 

strt!cn of  erght planes a ~ s j n s t  the Yon Phu barracks area on the coast of North 

T - "  \--e:il,n, No e2eniy ground f i r e  was observed as the a i r c r a f t  made seven runs 

each - a t o t a l  of 56 runs, which turned into a r e a l  case of wri*terls cramp 

fo r  our AI, LTJG D.W. YdTZUR, as  he filled out the several pages of data per 

run required by a recent ShWTH FLEET directive. 

On the 17th, aqother truck convoy was spotted, attacked, and heavily damaged 

The remainder of t ka  week was taken up by RESCAP, road cuts, and armed 

reconnaissance. 

Sunday, the  20th of June, opened as any other day. A f e w  RESCAP were 

scheduled, but i n  gsxcral it appeared t o  be a day of r e l a t ive ly  l i gh t  f l i g h t  

operations. Nothing cer tainly existed t o  indicate ' tha t  this was destined to 

be a true Red Letter Day fo r  ATTACK SQUADRON TWENTY FIVE, one which would 

indel ibly write a page in the annals of naval aviation history. h the 

l a t e  afternoon LCDR E.A. GREATHOUSE, LTJG J. S. LPNM, LT C. B, JOHNSON, 4 

LTJG C. W e  HARTMAN, were assigned t o  a special request from the 2nd A i r  Div., 

Saigon, for  a RESCd mission i n t o  the i n t e r i o r  of North Vietnam. While 

enroute about 50 miles north west of Thanh Hoa and withnut f ighter  protection, 

the four SPADS were jumped by two communist MIG fighters, As the MIG's made #b.. 

p#d d-, the four Skyraiders dove f o r  the deck jettisoning their 



external fiel tanks ordnance an the way down. After several passes 

one MIG brake off frcmi the Sight, but the other cantinued t o  hassle with the 

llSPADS1l right down t o  treetop level. Around and around i n  t ight  l i t t l e  

defensive turns and circles went the sections of SPADS with the PUG fighter 

brcn!~;.: :; 2nd out through the middle until f ind .3~  the second section of 

LT ,'lo:, ;T r,:$ ;('T,aG MRThW were i n  position t o  bring the i r  ZOMM guns t o  

be.. :- '3.7 t ;CS t h e  Iffinishtt, It was scratch one kiIG who was observed to  

mli  int:  a nose down turn st about 700 feet alt i tude and crnsh i n t o  a 500 

fc9-i; r;4ze?ireo We have often wished that  we could have been witnesses at  

1: I 1, c night to the debrief of the other MIG pilot who was 1st seen 

.~!~@r3ingt1 for home. 

The  W I G  KILLERS FOURtf were pramptly dispatched to Saigon the following 

dgr :.- s .~.2et the Fress. South Vietnam's new Premier, ltir Vice Marshall ICY, 

wi*o i- .z F T ? 3  tra ined  I1SPADIt pi lot ,  personally made them official  nembers of 

tl,.. -'. i, "ranese A i r  Force, giving each a s e t  of Vietnamese Air Force \dings 

and dr:.;: $rating a l l  with the AIR FORCE C9UQJTRY MXUJ,, the highest decoration 

am&.el: 3y the Swth  Vietnamese government to  aviators. 

' k e  23rd of June was also a significant day. CDR H;E. ETTINGER, the 

trSki?perlt, flew VA-251s two millionth p d  of ordnance fran the deck of 

MIDWAY i n  t h i s  Southeast Asian operation as around the clock operations 

continued, In afternoon ceremonies on the flight deck, VADM BLACKBURN, US14 

C & i S h ~ T U " L T ,  presented LQlR GREATHOUSE; md LTJC LYNNE w i t h  the Distinguished 

Flying Cross f o r t  heir  part i n  the MIC encounter. LT JOHNSON and LTJG WWJ 

were each credited with a Ithalf-kill" on the dawned MIG and were awarded the 

Silver SQr for their  outstanding achievement. 

On 24 June a str ike and road reconnaissance mission l ed  by LCDR 

G,REATHOUSE downad its primaxy target bridge, dmged two'more bridges as 



neU as femy boats, i n  efforts  t o  continue thwarting the enengrts l ines  of 

supply, LTJC HINGGSERGER m d e  his 200th MU,WiUf landing t o  becane a double 

Cknt~rion, LCDR M. L. &\CON, who hopefully would have been sat isf ied with 

just mnl;fn~ another successfil landing, had to  s e t t l e  for considerably less ,  

ExperStrr;.i~.g t! s t q  warning light while 26 miles from the ship, Ire attempted 
. . a E-c~:'? lit-3n app-oach. But on final, at 600 feet, 14 miles astern, his 

e n g i ~ c  3:-i.ed, A g o d  ditching prevented injury t o  him, and he was promptly 

p lackd  rk- the  water by t h e  on-station helo. LC3lR @-CON was back aboard 

M I 3 \ ~ ' l Y  ir ? ess than 3 minutes after his a i rc ra f t  entered the water. An 

?L2y;cr ' i -~t i~e WLU clone was given to L O R  I433;LEL of HU-1 DE;T A. Nonetheless 

i t  7 . z s  mother a i rc ra f t  scratched from the f a s t  dwindling inventory of uSPi~S1l,  

and evoked the following c m e n t  i n  the LSO book on ECDR 3iiC(lI~s pass; 

llXc i w.la?& power - l i t t l e  t o  early land, " 
Iki. rsst of the week was taken up by i~33SChP, road reconntrissance and 

midCJ 2x.z nissiocs, On Sunday, 27 June, our l a s t  day on Yankee station t h i s  

tirx s::::, EmK W.WN and LTJG MNGSBERGER struck and destroyed a barracks 

building and cmnpounil area about 15 miles northwest o f  V i n h .  During the 

ensu-ire ronG recomaisstlnce U 3 R  FORD and mS LIVESAY made a very effective 

rod cut by sliding a ~nountain side down across the road and into the r ive r  

below with t h e i r  banb load. Returning over the coast, they ut i l iaed  the i r  

remaining ordnance t o  damage seven barges, 

On the next day the USS IdIINJAY, le3t Yankee station enroute t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan for that long awaited visit, The f i r s t  of July the ~ i r  Wing made i t s  

f lyoff  t o  NA!3 ;its&, VA-25 contributing five planes to the fly away, The 

next day the MIDIJAY arrived i n  Yokosulra. 

All  hrurds enjoyed the  l ibe r ty  and shopping available t o  than i n  Japan. 

On S and 6 July the squadron held an rill party a t  Yokosuka and a good 



tiwwas enjoyed by a l l .  From the  fifth U, the s ix teen th  f l i g h t  operat* 

were scheduled a t  Atsugj, b u t  the wea- hampered the comple t i m  of these 

opera t ions  t o  a g r e a t  extent ,  and most of t h e  acthon i n  Atsugi was on t h e  

go l f  course. 

On 17 July  MINAY departed Japan, moe again headed f o r  the  t roubled 

waters  of the  Gulf of Tonkin. The next  three days t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  

i n  exerc ises  t o  #st t h e  e a r l y  warning c a p a b i l i t y  of Okinawa and Taiwan and 

prepared t o  re-enter  cmba$ by bombing tho  Spar and pnacticing day and n igh t  

t a c t i c s ,  The H I I M Y  spent  t h e  21st and 22nd of J u l y  i n  the area db Pratus 

reef, about 135 miles southeast of Hong Kong, aiding the disabled des t royer  

USS Frank Knox, which had run aground there. 

On 23 Jeny 1955. US$ a I W  and VA-25 began once more t o  use their 

might P F ; O ~ R S ~  t h r  2:-5~n;iy.VA-2 taking p a r t  i n  road r e c o n n a i s m c e  and 

com.nunlc : {ti ons rc1. I;- : i..c:sions. P a r t i c u l a r l y  o f f a c t i v e  was or;e four-plans 

w d  -F-tr,nsis:-( ir, i rrls;l.on on which LTJG 14, T. B W S ,  f ly ing  h i s  firs* 

a c t u a l  coybat mis--tan, dest,royed one North Vietnemese bri@e; LTJG C. ill. 

HARTMkN, by n a t  a combat veteran,  destroyed .two more; and LT Dm .B. W K ,  

a l s o  2,- -31 5 hand, l i  -?.;a:c; s t i l l  another. On t h e i r  r e t a r n  to MIWAY, LT 

LAAY ~.I.so made his 2C3th landing aboard. 

The r e s t  of t h e  month t h e  squadron was mainly employed i n  tho r o l e  of 

armed recanndssance while a few -relay missions were flown. 

of t h e  missions during t h i s  period were hampered by poor weather; those 

t h a t  did get  i n  dropped a few secondary bridges and c u t  some roads. Prima*- 

we harassed t h e  oneny merely by our presence overhead. 

h r i n g  t h i s  week our IUBCirP missions came t o  t h e  forefront .  OYL 27 Ju ly  

L2Et  E. D. QREATHOUSE and E3JS H. M. ~ ~ A Y ,  on Rescap station w i t h  hhe Hu-16 

t n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin, were called away t o  a i d  i n  t he  rescue operat ions f o r  



a dawned Air Force p i l o t  j u s t  35 n i b s  northwest of Ifanoi. They weht in ,  

l o c a t e d  t h e  dawned f l y e r ,  and remained i d  the a rea  u n t i l  a f r i e n d l y  he l i cop te r  

approached t h e  area. They guided tiie he lo  i n  and provided a e r i a l  cover while 

t h e  pickup was made. They then birgoed t o  Canang A. B., wheru they landed 

10.7 hours a f t e r  take-off. 

The very next  day one of our f l a k  supression A/C on our s t r i k e  was h i t  over 

North Vietnam near t h e  Laotian border. LTJG GRANT TOWNSRqD, of VA-23, f l y ing  

an  A-4E from PIIJMAY, was h i t  during a run and was f o r c e d  t o  e j ec t .  Tho Spads, 

l e d  by CDR H.E. E;T'iINGEX&3 then turned t h e i r  e f f o r t a  t o  rescue  and made strafing 

runs  on Communist t roops which were t r y i n g  t o  c a p h r e  the downed p i l o t .  The 

remaining Spads i n  the f l i g h t  guided a he l i cop te r  i n  t o  make t he  pickup and 

a c t e d  as communidations coordinator.  That same day LT Pi. H. miPELI and 

LTJG L.O. WOOIMUKY were re turning t o  MIW j u s t  after sunsot  from t h e i r  Rescal 

s t a t i o n  wi th  the  1I& -16. They were called upon t o  aid i n  the rescue of two 

VF-21 o f f i c e r s  who had eijected from their" F-4 -mantom just 25 miiles from 

MILSIAY. They l oca ted  t h e  downed f l y e r s  i n  t ' i e  water  and remained overhead 

u n t i l  tho IUaJ&Y3S he l i cop te r  mads the  pickup. 

Tho f i rs t  f i v e  days of August were spent  on day and n i g h t  road reconnaissance 

as w e l l  as Rescap ass the  squadron c a r r i e d  o u t  cons tant  su rve i l l ance  of enemy 

communications and supply l i n e s .  h r i n g  t h i s  per iod  CWC ETTIEJGSR and LTJG 

became double centur ions  aboard NIDJAY. &' 1 August. L'W O.R. 

FORD received our f irst  37 mil l imeter  h i t ,  taking it i n  his lefjz wing while 

f l y i n g  about 45 miles southwest of Vinh. Ile dade it back aboard the  WIkJAY 

wi th  a hold about  th ree  f e e t i n  diameter i n  the outer wing. On t h e  f o u r t h  

and f i f t h  of t h e  month, we struck supply caves i n  the h i l l s  of Quang Khe, 

i n f l i c t i n g  minor damage, before  breaking up i n t o  sec t ions  f o r  reconnaissance 

work. Early i n  t h e  morning of 6 August one af our nigh$ reconnaissance 



flights discwered and successfully attacked a North Vietnamese truck cmvagI 

destroying three trucks and damaging seven, Later in the day we flew an eight 

plane s t r i k e  against targets  deep i n  Mig aountry abuut 100 miles West of Hanoi. 

The Follmring day, 7 -st 1965, was another dark day f o r  VA-25. Led by 

CDR ETT.TYGK;i, an eight plane strike wars hunched against military targets  

a 1-ittl r, emt  ef Dim Bien P h  i n  C-st North Vietnam, Due t o  adverse 

~ e a + k e \ ~ _  .';he s t r ike  was cancelled while the Spads were enroute, They diverted 

t o  t ? r  A+ .;ernate target, The Dong Hoi Citadel. F i f ty  percent damge was 

infiGr.-L PC? a t  the Citadel, and anti-aircraft  f i r e  seemed light although two of 

t h e  - 4 , t ~ . ~ k i n g  j e t  a i r c ra f t  received minor hits.  Even so, LCDR H.E. GHkY, JR., 

w 3 z  cy;urently hit i n  h i s  second JWI on the  target, and hi8 a i rc ra f t  crashed 

ints tFe target area, He was presumed t o  h v e  been kil led as  no parachute was 

o B ~ n , - - 4 ,  MIDWAY held memorial services f o r  him three days l z t e r ,  Thus VA-25 

l.sst s'ys ~ x m d  pi lo t  over North Vietnam inside of two months. 

1 r. :-172 mxt few days t h e  target  near Dien Bien Phu was S U C C ~ S S ~ U U ~  &-k 

ritr; e:lc; : mg Hoi Citadel was struck again. Rescaps and road reconnaissance 

clos& f.v-.: our action i n  the North f o r  awhile, 

Cr 73 August 1965, USS MID!:JAY moved south once again t o  take up the  f ight  

against. the Viet Cong i n  the Piekong Delta and inland South Vietnam. We 

flew extensivlely in t h i s  area f o r  ten days, b d i n g  i n  close support of 

friendly troops a d  directed by airborne forward air controllers. Much of 

the  resul ts  of these missions was obscured by the dense jungle below, 

but the ones who could t e l l  said we were very effective. VA-25 I1SPADS1l 

w e d  fran the east central c a s t  of South Vietnam to  the southwest t i p  of 

the Mekong Delta a d  the edge of the Oulf of Siam, It was a welcome change 

t o  get away fmm the heavy and widely scattered flak up North, It was on this 

t r i p  down South thct VA-25 got i t s  f i r s t  confinned water buffalo kills, 

26 



On 22 August ENS LIVEXHY brought his &99blad a i r c r a f t  bock f- the coast 

130 miles t o  the MIWAY t o  make a safe but smoksy landing; his troubles stemiec 

from an engine malfunction rather than enemy action. 

On 23 August, MILWAY mwed back up North for two days t o  relieve t h e  d i a  

dtrrabled USS CORAL SEA. b r i n g  b5.6 period several planes fnan MIWAY 

werd l o s t  a s  armed reccokWaisance missinns searched f o r  cwmuraist SAM 

s i t e s  i n  North Vietnam. VA-25 took p a r t  i n  RBCAP and rescue missions fortho 

downod aviators.  On the 25th KlWAY headed &st fo r  some w e l l  deserved .. 

l iber t j r  in C u b  Point and Hoag'Kong. 

The next day we were involved i n  cross deck operations with the H,M.S. liR# 

ROYAL, l a rges t  of the British carr iers ,  and then flew i n t o  Cub2 Point. i9iIINAY 

pulled i n  a day la te r .  

M I N A Y  was underwqy f o r  Hong Kong on the  th i rd  of September. The a i r  wing 

flew aboard t h i t  same day through much bad weather as  it was the Philippines* 

rainy season. T F ~  next day bucked the force of a t ropical  typhoon on- 

enroute , and on Sunday, 5 September, f i n a l l y  arrived i n  Hong H a .  For five 
-. -- 

days everyone aboard took advantage of t h e  shopping and l ibe r ty  offered 

by t h i s  S r i a s h  colony before departing on 1 G  September f o r  a n o h  

s t i n t  on Yankee Station. 

&route we bombed the spar t o  sharpen our eyes, utd on t he  twelfth of 

September the squadron entered combajt once more. For the f i r s t  week there 

were only fourteen p i l o t s  In the spuadron available t o  f l y ,  and it was a busy 

time for them. There w a s  a steady die$ of i l l S C ~ i P  and armed recdlt'kaissance 

missions bogh day and nkght. The Vietnamese<- area w a s  andergoing the 

t rans i t ion  from t?e Southwest monsoon t o  t h e  Northeast monsoon, and the 

weather was seldom conducive t o t h e  successful completion of our r e c o n n a i s ~ a ~ .  

missions. 



On 16 September an Awards Cerodny was held on the hangar deck i n  which ~laay 

members of VA-25 received medals and honors earned during previous a t  sea periods. 

T h a t  same afternoon on a RECAP mission over North Vietnam CDt Stoddard, VA-23's 

EKecutive Officer, had his aircraft hit in  the cockpit area  by enemy fire. He 

r sceived multiple superf ic ia l  wounds and the  a i r c r a f t  was extensively damaged, 

but he made i t  t o  hnang rir base i n  South Vietnam where he made a successful 

gear up landing. 

The nact couple of days we fought the  weather again in attempts t o  carry out 

our road reconnaissance, and of course, we continued our RECAP mission. 

Monday, 20 September 1965, found our ilESCUPS making headlines again. Arring 

a l a rge  scale, s t r i k e  against  a target i n  North Vietnam, alose t o  Hanoi, a Navy 

A-4 Skyhawk was shot  down. CIR EM'IHGER and LTJG WOOCBURY, in the  area f o r  that 

express purpose, located the dmed p i l o t  and guided MIIXJAY'a helicopter over land 

to make the pickup. They experienced heavy enemy ground f i r e ,  but the operation 

was a complete success. Others from VA-23 attacked Tiger I s land  once more the same 

dayr 

For the next three day8 l i f e  was r e l a t i ve ly  unspectacular f o r  the squadron as it 

conducted i t s  usual missions of USCAF and road reconnaissance and attacked some 

mi l i t a ry  targets on Tiger Is land,  However, on Friday, 24 September, LT'D. R. 

LAACK and LTJG J . S. LYNNE an another RESCRP mission played a vital role in the 

successful piclcup of an A i r  Force p i l o t  who had ejected from his j e t  f i g h t e r  

between Tiger Island znd the heavily defended coast  of North Vietnam. As the 

amphibious rescue a i r c r a f t  approached t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the  downed p i lo t ,  it came 

under heavy f i re  from several  gun post t ions  on the mainland. LT LAACK's f l i ght  

attacked the gun pozi ti ons with a l l  i ts  available ordnance, silencing some p o s i t  

ions  and sufficie2t;lp Zecroasing the enemy firepower to allow the rescue a i r c r a f t  

t o  land and picbp the p i l o t  i n  the water. 



The balance of September was spmt i n  amed vigilance of the enmy's 

potent5a l o g i s t i c s  network in  North Vietnam with re la t ive ly  l i t t l e  action. 

On the night of the twenty-seventh, VA-25 ' s f ~~i on t h  pound of ordnance 

was delivered on the enemy i n  an armed reconnaissance mission, The next day 

LCKR GREATHOUSE l e d  a f l i g h t  of four  t h a t  t o t a l l y  demolished an enemy bridge on a 

s t r i k e  p r io r  t o  -their road reconnaissance, 

firing the  night of 30 September - 1 October USS AHIIWAY headed south f o r  a 

change of scenery down on " M e  Stationm. A t  dawn twofopr-plane f l i g h t s  led 

by CCR STODIlRRD and LCIR FORD from our squadron were launched on a s t r i k e  against 
I 

a Viet  Cong Training Area near the  coast  of South Vietnam. The ship was near the 

c o a s t  and without leaving sight of MIWAY the  two flights destroyed forty-two 

buildings and damaged ten more i n  the target area. The airborne forward a ir  

cont ro l le r  was very pleased a s  the NSFAaSW made mn after run dropping explasives 

and napalm i n t o  the dense fo l iage  hiding many of the buildings from sight. 

For the next week ATTACK S4UADRON TWENTY FIVE continued t o  bring praise 

upon i t s e l f  with i t s  accurate bombing of many and varied t a rge t s  in South 

Vietnam. Once or W e  more the squadron was assighed very lucra t ive  targets ,  and 

sometimes we had simply t o  bomb the jungle using the forward air  cont ro l le rs  

knuwledge t o  bomb worthy targets hidden below the jungle roof. 

On the sixth of October LT F. If. F W -  became a MJlMiiY CENTURION when he 

m'ds his 100th landing aboard returning from a combat mission. Two days la te r  

MIIWAY left q'lXXIP s ta t ion  f o r  shor t  visit to Cubi Point, arr iving there on 10 

October 1965. 

h r i n g  the week's stay i n  Cubi, squadron personnel mixed recreation and enter- 
* .  

tainment with praparations f o r  what was ta be the l a s t  thrust.. a&&~, Comuniem 
< 7 , a  

i n  Southeast Asia for this cruise, Just p ~ i o r ,  to leaving por t  MIW&Y was informed 



that she would be u t i l b e d  solap an "Dixien station this time out, Although 

it -ant more work, it meant less AAH weapons interference and w w  met with 

the mixed emstions of rel ief  and sadness because for  many it deprived thm of 

that l a s t  chanqe to Dl kt LICK FOR B X ~ C Y  against iiO CWI IINH on his home 

~rounds, 

On 19 October VA-25 was once again olperating against the Viet Cong in 

South Vietnam, Fur the first three or four days the squadron flew close a i r  

support for the South Vietnamede special forces camp a t  P l e i  Ke, near the 

border in cczltrrrl So- Vietnun. The camg was under seige by the Viet C o q  

and had been for  several days, It was l i t e r a l l y  fighting for its l i fe .  The 

afternoon of 20 October, a f l igh t  of four "SPBDStt led by LT ELQSE;N and fncluding 

CDR STODw3, LT J GHNSON, and LTJC D W S  provided close air support in 

conjunction w i t h  other aircraft fran CVW-2 anal the Air Force for the valiant 

defenders, The A-1s baubed, strafed and dropped napah t o  break a VC suicide 

charge at . - & I , :  7 w - y  ~;r!acter sf the camp, Uthmgh t h i s  was not the end of the 

VC bid t o  ~ x g a s e  :-T.,.-;. Ire, it has since been said by the survivors, 'Ithat with- 

aut the acr:-=ate air .-= ::?art in those first few critical hours, Plei Me would 

have undw.7:3 :edly be:-- : ;?:red by the Viet Cangot' Once more "the fist of the 

Fleet" h>d struck a Itn;_t-$,y 'ilow against the Coammiets of Southeast Asia, On 

23 October a three-pLane flight of VA-251s A-11s under the leadership of 

CUR D Y I N G J R  bombed almg a rocad 30 miles south to  clear the area for friendly 

tmops t passage, When the f riendlies arrived, they found 102 Viet Cong killed 

by the air  attack. This flight also delivered our fivelnriLlianth paund of 

ardnance on the enmy, 

A s  the  action moved ahead i n  ensuhg days, the targets once again began 

to be scattered in a widespread area along the  south centriil. coast, the 

Mekong Delta Region and around Saigon, On the twenty-seventh, CDR ET'l'IIJGEi3 



led a flight of four into the Saigcm area and a t  the direction of en airborne 

ferward air controller, bombed a Viet Cong village leaving 22 buildings des- 

troyed and the town i n  flames. 

Again on the 30th, forty milea north of Nha Trang while leading a flight 

ef three A-1 s, CDR ETTINGZR attacked a VC concentration and le f t  23 buildings 

destroyed and numemus more danaged. Five miles to the east LCDR FORD 3ad 

a flight of four A-11s onto a VC vi l lage which accounted for 33 more W d i n g s  

destroyed, The significance of these two f l ights  is  t h t  a total  of 56 

buildings were destroyed with 56 bmbs. 

The third of November was another tragic day for ~ T ' L L ~ C K  SQldl@AON Tr.iENTY 

FIVE, About an hour before sunrise, as the squadran aircraft were being 

prepared for the early marzlring launch, one of the plane captains Mnn~n Eddie 

B m W S ,  Jr,, fell fruxt the flight deck i n to  the sea. A search for him was 

conducted until noon at which time it was premed that he had drowned, 

The las t  day in combat on the cruise was 4 Novunber 1965. On the last 

launch CDR SI'CiIiarRp, the Executive Officer, carried off the six millionth 

peund of ordnance delivend by VA-25 against the enemy during the cruise, This 

prrticular piece of ordnance -i@ppo;hetL % b + ~ l . a i g s  @ivy, qm$htb&t& box 

fins and a nose fuse, It i s  fdt that n o w  mare need be said a h t  this 

strike except that it was highly successfu3.. 

During this at sea period five squadron pilots became PiIBWAY Centurions. 

They were 33;i ~J.CCN, L'1 JG2?SGN, LTJG l-kRW, LTJG 'C$kU.$lN, and ENS LmBr 

Double Centurions were C D W  mTINGL", LO& OA3ATHb(rUSE, LCD13 FOEaD, LT WACK, 

LT AE,AI.7YiMSLN and LTJG HIPSOS3&'iG3R. 

On 6 November 1.IU)WY pulled into Chbi Poiat for one last quick stop 

before heading for hame. Many took advantage of this last  minute opportunity 

to do sorua overseas shopping, Tm, days l a ter  MIDWAY was enmute to lil&uneda, 

due to  arrive on 23 Nwanber. 
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On 12 Novenbtr, while enhuto te iil.meda, thert was a memorial service 

h a  on ule  hangar deck for kdnncm Eddie BIiLUPS, Jr, That same day there 

4 s  o final Awards Ceremony for the Air Wing i n  which squadron p i l o t s  added 

to Cheir collections of air medals, 

On 23 November, the squadron's 8fSPADSu were flom ashore to NAS LEMOCE 

from several bumbed miles at  sea, COMN~LVnZtSPAC, Vice Adxiral OONNOLLY, 

was on hand to personna3.y wlccme the returning warriors of Attack Squadron 

T!@NTY FIVE. It was a fine gesture by the Admiral but to make a gross 

understatement, "the pilots were more impressed by the sight of their wives 

urd famiUea.n It was a joyously tearful reunion w i t h  the Hanford High 

School Band providing colorful backgromd music and the local. 'IY and newa 

mcdir recording the highlights, Coverage of the hanecahg was shown on 

nationwide TV (NBC 1 s Huntley-inbley TV N a r s  ~rogren) , 
The following d ~ y ,  USS HIDWAY tied up at  klerueda and the ship received a 

rousing wd.. :  me frca r'.z.i?3.es, relatives and friends a 2 o ~ g  with brass bands 

.nci the 32i ?Tea news media .  It was great to be hane again. 

Squa3w.r perso~nel were fortunate to  return home i n  t h e  to enjoy the two 

major ho:l ,/ :y seasor.: 'x . ra!- :e the leave policy was one which allowed over 50% 

of the p~ssomel  to be wi-c Their fad l i e s  and loved ones during the major 

part of I!ovlember and December, In January, the training cycle begain again 

i n  earnest. W l y  February saw VA-25 working w i t h  USIS CONSTU:TIGN (CVA-64), 

one of the Navy's newest and largets flattops in her shakedm cruise after 

an extensive six months overhaul and refurbishing. 

On 15 and 16 February, C @ @ A I I W ~ A ~  conducted the squadronls annual 

Administrative/Material Inspection. A highly respectable grade of 92.54 

or Xxcellent was assigned as PU Fiands :mrked very hard i n  maintaining VA-25's 

traditionally hSgh standards of excellenam. 



The squadmn held an )rands party on W February i n  order to  celebrate 

successful cruise with t h e i r  families and friends, It was t m l y  an outstanding 

party. It was held at t.213 a i r  station's CPO Club featuring a delicious buffetv 

supper w?- th l ive  m::im ?or dancing and plenty of l iqp id  refreshments, "A good 

time was k,-1 35- 27 ,. , 

L ? ( : ~ 3  ~z1c.1 3-r 2 yct ior )  va s held in conjunction with an Awards Ceremany and 

Open Ii.s:ls? 2r, Sa'cu?l*.y, 5 Pkrch, i n  which many of the officers and ~uen 

received fixal docwat io~s  for thei r  outstanding performances during the 

past cmise, Fifteen officers and twelve enlisted men received awards. 

&on:; t5e awards gvcn t o  the  officers were two Distinguished Flying Crosses, 

twelve Air Medds, thirteen Navy Canmendation Medals, two Secretary of the Navy 

k e n d a t i o n s  for Achievement and one Purple Heart. The enlisted men received 

nine Good Co~rli lct  Mz!als an6 one Navy Camendation fo r  Achievment Award. 

Un Friday 25 Narch, 1966 the muadron conducted a Special hwarils Ceremony 

in tribute t o  a frjmer sc;~adron mate, LCDR liarold E. GUY, Sr., who lost 

his life on a colrbct mission over North Vietnam on 7 July 1965. His widow, 

Mrs. Carolyn GRAY of Columbus, Georgia, along with LCDR GRc;Prs parents and 

members of his &mediate family attended the ceremony, O R  Xi?TII?Gi53 made 

posthumaus presentations to  Mrs. GUY of the Distinguished Flying Cross with 

a Gold Star i n  l ieu  of a second WC, m Air Medal with Gold Stars in l ieu of 

Second, Third and Fourth Air Hedtrls and one Purple Hart, 

Tragedy stmck the squadron when Ensign Janes HI SINGUY~BI"3Y was i n  an 

uttanobile accident on 2 April 1966. Ensign SR?GLEmW h8d joined the 

squadron i n  October 1965 and had served as i,vionics/Weapons Officer since 

that time, He was highly respected by All Hands and was truly an uutstanding 

Nava3. Officer, 

On 12 April, Captab BOYSTUN, Camanding Officer of ?US LEMoO.%E, 



presented the "Golden Muleu t o  the squadron. The llGoldm Pfuletl is symbolic 

of upcrcllence in  safety concerning the operation of ground support equipment 

( y ~ ~ ~ c Z e e ~  at NfiS IBiOOi.IE. Seldom i s  this award achieved by any of the 

flael: units at  M A S  LFMOOiB as the LUG squadrons alnmost always win the award. 

An impressive Change of camand ceranony occurred i n  the squadron on 13 April 

1966 as Camandor C.W. S T O D W  "fleeted up4' to relieve Ccrmnander H.E. EITINGER 

as Ccmrmurding Officer of Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE. 

In late April and early May the squadron shifted its  base of operations 

to  N.iii'S FPiIjtOM for an intensified three weeks of training in conventional 

w c c 7 , * ,  - t3c?.iv~s3r tm!mi~?es .  High winds at the time played havoc w i t b  the 

effol ts of the pilots to achieve their '%Is" during the graded CCiMPEX. 

The squadron got i ts  f i r s t  look at i t s  nav huane in late  ky. The forth- 

coming r.rajit;e t,.cul6 pot be made anbarkcd in MIDWAY, but her more modem sister 

ship, USS CG.2-L SHSL ( e J ~ y 4 3 ) .  Day and night carrier qualifications were 

conduc t d  abo-2 I: ~ E + L ~ ~  S ~ I  while the nucleus of the squsdron raaained at 

LE;MoOTG. This ideal setup was s h o r t l i d  hawever, a d  the squ&os;l departed 

NAS LEKOC)m and anba-'r-,? in CO2& SEA on W June. Operating out of Akimeda 

with t~tt2ck C:arx.r' 3% .-il- i d i ~ ~ g  ltldO embarked, COlJJsL SEA pr rticipated in a 

W E P T l ~ ~  off the S a t h e m  California c c a s t m t i l  the  end of June. At this titirue, 

C O W  8EA returned to Alaneda and a n y  of the squadron personnel went on well 

earned leave and liberty cwer a long "4th of Julgff holiday weekend, 




