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1. Per Reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 



COMMAND HISTORY 

1. Command Composition and Organization 

a. The mission of Strike Fighter Squadron 25 (VFA 25), 
"FIST OF THE FLEET" is to maintain a maximum state of air combat 
readiness, originating "from the sea" aboard a carrier battle 
group, serving as a deterrent against all potential enemies of 
the United States of America. The primary function of VFA 25 
within that mission is to violently conduct offensive air to air 
and air to surface strike operations as directed by national 
command authority. 

2. Organizational Structure 

a. VFA 25 is home based at Naval Air Station Lemoore, 
California, under the functional command of the Commander, 
Strike Fighter Wing, U.S. Pacific Fleet. Operational command is 
provided by Commander, Carrier Air Wing 14 (CVW 14). The 
commanding officer during calendar year 1999 was CDR Peter 
Murphy. VFA 25 maintained twelve FA-18C Hornets, carrying the 
tail code "NK". Buno numbers are as follows: 

Side # 
400 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
407 
410 
4 11 
412 
413 

Buno # 
164633 
164635 
164637 
164664 
164642 
164639 
164654 
164660 
164676 
164681 
164262 
164266 

Build Lot 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XIV 
XI I I 
XI11 

b. All aircraft are night vision goggle compatible and are 
capable of delivering the latest self designated precision laser 
guided weapons as well as JDAM, JSOW and SLAM-ER. Additionally, 
they carry the AIM-120 AMRAAM missile in the air to air role. 
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1999-2000 CHRONOLGY 

JANUARY 

1-4: 
5-2 Feb: 

FEBRUARY 

3-17: 
18-28 Apr: 

26-29 
30-02 Sep 

SEPTEMBER 

3-28 

NOVEMBER 

1-18 
19-30 Dec 

DECEMBER 

31-4 Jan 

JANUARY 

5-20 Jan 
21-11Feb 

FEBRUARY 

12-17 Mar 

MARCH 

18-7 Apr 

Holiday leave period 
Local training 

Air to Air Det to Nellis 
Local training 

Carrier Qualification Det - CVN 74 
Local training 

Strike Fighter Advanced Readiness Program (SFARP) 
99 - NAS Fallon 
Local training 

Tailored Ship Training - CVN 72 (TSTA II/III) 
Local training 

Holiday leave period 

Local training 
COMPTUEX - CVN 72 

Local training 

Air Wing Det- NAS Fallon 
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APRIL 

8-15 May Local Training 

MAY - 
16-1 July RIMPAC - CVN 72 

Narrative 

During the month of January, VFA 25 conducted training 
tailored towards preparing for the upcoming Air Wing Detachment. 
The month also served to renew qualifications that the squadron 
had utilized during their recently completed WESTPAC 98. 
Training for Air Wing Det included coordinated air to air and 
air to ground missions with other squadrons from CVW-14 at local 
ranges. Additionally, pilots from VFA 25 flew cross-country 
missions on weekends to refresh navigation skills and low level 
proficiency outside of the local area. 

February saw VFA 25 travel to NAS Fallon for the CVW 14 Air 
Wing Detachment. Here, the squadron perfected its skills with 
all squadrons in CVW 14 during 2 weeks of integrated strike and 
air missions. The period served as a refresher for all aircrew 
in the various platforms of the Air Wing in preparation for the 
upcoming work-up periods. 

March and April were periods of local training for VFA 25. 
This included numerous air to ground missions from NAS Lemoore 
to bombing ranges in Superior Valley and Fallon, NV. Numerous 
air-to-air training sorties were flown with the Fresno Air 
National Guard (F-16'~)~ as well as other squadrons from NAS 
Lemoore (F/A-18's). 

VFA 25 participated in a carrier qualification detachment 
aboard USS JOHN C STENNIS (CVN 74) at the end of April. This 
served to prepare several new pilots for the upcoming work-up 
cycle. The months of May through August saw continued local 
operations to Superior Valley and Fallon, as well continued 
cross country flights. 

Throughout the month of September, VFA 25 participated in 
Strike Fighter Advanced Readiness Program (SFARP). This 
detachment to NAS Fallon included all three FA-18 Hornet 
squadrons in CVW 14. 



The work-ups culminated in numerous coordinated air to ground 
strikes with simulated surface to air threats, as well as air 
threats provided by TOPGUN. 

October was a time of intense Field Carrier Landing 
Practice (FCLP) for the Fisties in preparation for their first 
trip to the carrier environment in several months. The month 
included weeks of day and night flying tailored to the ship, and 
was guided by the highly capable Fistie Landing Signals Officers 
(LSO1s) . 

TSTAII/III occurred in the month of November, and saw VFA 
25 detached again to the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72). 
Following several days of initial carrier qualification, Fistie 
pilots began participating in coordinated strikes to deliver 
ordnance in ranges throughout California. 

Upon the culmination of TSTA, VFA 25 returned to NAS 
Lemoore for local operations and the holiday season. The 
squadron plans in the first half of 2000 include several at sea 
work-up periods in preparation for the next WESTPAC deployment, 
scheduled for August 2000. 

3. Commandina Officer 

Commander Peter D. Murphy is a native of Scituate, MA. He 
attended Aviation Officer Candidate School in Pensacola, FL, 
earning his commission in December 1981. CDR Murphy completed 
flight training in NAS Kingsville, TX, earning his wings of gold 
in June 1983. He reported to the A-7E FRS, VA 174, in NAS Cecil 
Field, FL. Completing A-7E training, CDR Murphy reported to VA 
37, deploying with the squadron to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, and to 
the Mediterranean onboard USS FORRESTAL (CV 59). In October 
1987, CDR Murphy reported to VF 45 at NAS Key West, FL, where he 
flew the F-16N and F-5. In August 1990, CDR Murphy reported to 
VFA 106 for transition training in the F/A-18 Hornet. CDR 
Murphy then reported to VFA 147, and deployed with that squadron 
again onboard USS FORRESTAL (CV 59) to the Mediterranean. CDR 
Murphy reported to the Navy Comptroller in Washington, DC, 
serving in the Financial Management Office for Aviation 
Procurement. In December 1996, CDR Murphy reported to VFA 25 as 
Executive Officer, and assumed command of the squadron in 
February 1999. 


