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C M D  C W O S I T I O N  AND ORGAIIIZATIOW 

MISSION 

The miss ion  of S t r i k e  F i g h t e r  Squadron Twenty F i v e  i s  t o  ma in ta in  a 

maximum o f  a i r  combat readiness i n  t h e  C a r r i e r  S t r i k i n g  Forces and t o  

u t i l i z e  t h a t  readiness as a de te r ren t  o r  s t r i k i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  aga ins t  any 

and a l l  enemies o f  t h e  Un i ted  States o f  America as may be d i r e c t e d  by 

h igher  au tho r i t y .  The pr imary  f u n c t i o n  of S t r i k e  F i g h t e r  Squadron Twenty -Five 

w i t h i n  t h a t  miss ion i s  t o  conduct of fensive a i r  t o  a i r  and sur face s t r i k e  

operat ions. 

OR6ANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

VFA-25 i s  one o f  s i x  FA-18 f l e e t  squadrons i n  t h e  U. S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  

and i s  based ashore a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Lemoore, C a l i f o r n i a .  Operat ional  

and Admin i s t ra t i ve  Contro l  i s  prov ided by the  Commander C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing Fourteen 

which deployed aboard t h e  USS C o n s t e l l a t i o n  f o r  a  s i x  month Western P a c i f i c  

and Ind ian  Ocean c r u i s e  du r i ng  1988-1989. 

C M D I  NG OFFICER 

Commander Anthony V. Colantoni  Jr. assumed command i n  September o f  

1987, w h i l e  t he  squadron was deployed onboard USS Constel 1  a t i o n  (CV-64). 

Commander Colantoni  entered t h e  Naval Serv ice i n  1969, upon graduat ion from 

t h e  Uni ted States Naval Academy, where he earned a Bachelor o f  Science 

Degree i n  Systems Engineering. A f t e r  complet ing f l  i g h t  t r a i n i n g  a t  Naval 

A i r  S t a t i o n  K i n g s v i l l e ,  Texas, he was designated a Naval Av ia to r  and 

rece ived h i s  wings i n  February 1971. 

I n  September 1971, he repo r ted  t o  VAL-4 f l y i n g  OV-lo's ou t  o f  Binh 

Thuy, RVN. I n  A p r i l  1972, Commander Colantoni  repo r ted  back t o  Naval A i r  

S t a t i o n  K i n g s v i l l e ,  Texas as an i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t  w i t h  VT-22. I n  June 1974, he 
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repor ted  t o  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Lemoore, Ca l i f o rn ia ,  undergoing i n s t r u c t i o n  

a t  VA-127 i n  t h e  A-4F and subsequently repor ted  t o  VA-16 deployed onboard 

USS Hancock (CV-19) f o r  her l a s t  WESTPAC cru ise .  I n  January 1976, Commander 

Colantoni  again repor ted  t o  VA-127 as an i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t  du r ing  VA-127's 

t r a n s i t i o n  t o  an adversary squadron. I n  August 1978, he underwent t r a n s i t i o n  

t r a i n i n g  i n  t he  A-7E a t  VA-122 and repor ted  t o  VA-56 deployed onboard 

USS Midway (CV-41) . Commander Col antoni  served as the  Admi n i  s t r a t i  ve/Operati ons 

O f f i c e r  du r ing  t h i s  tour .  

I n  March 1982, Commander Colantoni repo r ted  t o  CVW-9 as t h e  A i r  Wing 

Operations O f f i c e r  complet ing deployments on board USS Constel 1 a t i o n  (CV-64). H is  

next  t o u r  o f  du ty  was as a student  a t  t h e  Naval War College, Newport, R. I., 

from August 1984 t o  J u l y  1985. He repor ted  t o  VFA-125 i n  October 1985 f o r  

t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  i n  t he  FA-18 and assumed the  du t i es  as Execut ive O f f i c e r  

of VFA-25 i n  February 1986. Commander Colantoni has pe rsona l l y  accumulated 

over 650 FA-18 Hornet hours, 4,000 t o t a l  f l i g h t  hours, and over 800 C V  landings. 



CHRONOLOGY 1988  

JANUARY - MARCH: Squadron a c t i v i t y  i s  c u r t a i l e d  due t o  major engine 

mod i f i ca t ions  requ i red  on t h e  e n t i r e  f l e e t  i nven to ry  of FA-18 Hornets. 

Squadron f l i g h t  OPS are l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  area and t r a i n i n g  ranges i n  

Nevada. 

2 5  MARCH: M i s s i l e  Shoot-Three Squadron p i l o t s  have successful  f i r i n g s .  

LCDR's  and  f i r e d  AIM-7 Sparrows and LT  f i r e s  an AIM-9 

Sidewinder. 

2 9  MARCH - 08 APRIL: ISE - 11 F i s t  p i l o t s  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f y .  

18 - 28 APRIL: REFTRA - 3 more F i s t  p i l o t s  q u a l i f y .  

06 - 1 1  M Y :  S i x  F i s t  a i r c r a f t ,  twe lve  p i l o t s  and 38 maintenance personnel 

detach t o  Tyndal l  AFB f o r  t r a i n i n g  exerc ise  w i t h  A i r  Force F-15's and F-16's. 

1 3  MAY: C o n v e n t i o n a l  Weapons T e c h n i c a l  P r o f i c i e n c y  I n s p e c t i o n .  The 

squadron o v e r a l l  score i s  991.4 p o i n t s  o u t  of 1000. Th i s  i s  t h e  second 

h ighes t  score recorded i n  COMLATWINGPAC h i s t o r y  and t h e  h ighes t  score ever 

recorded f o r  an FA-18 squadron. 

0 1  JUNE: M i s s i l e  Shoot - LT  success fu l l y  f i r e s  an AIM-7 Sparrow t o  

a l e t h a l  k i l l .  

1 8  -21 JUNE: C a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h ree  F i s t  p i l o t s .  LT 's   

 and . 

21 - 2 2  JUNE: M i s s i l e  Shoot-Six m i s s i l e s  are f i r e d  by t h e  F i s t s .  CDR 

Gabr ie l  and LT 's   and  f i r e  AIM-9 Sidewinders. LT 's   

 and  f i r e  AIM-7 Sparrows. LT  conducts t h e  f i r s t  FA-18 

F l e e t  f i r i n g  o f  AGM-45 Shr ike  m iss i l e .  M i s s i l e  guides t o  a l e t h a l  h i t .  

28 JUNE: Navy T e c h n i c a l  P r o f i c i e n c y  I n s p e c t i o n .  The f i r s t  VFA-25 

discrepancy f r e e  Hornet NTPI. 

0 5  - 18 JULY: SFARP. F i r s t  West Coast FA-18 squadron t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  



18 JULY - 08 AUGUST: CVW-14 A i r  Wing Weapons Detachment and Ga l l an t  Eagle 

88 a t  NAS Fa l lon ,  NV. Three hundred and s i x teen  s o r t i e s  are f lown,  w i t h  zero aborts.  

L i v e  and i n e r t  ordnance expendi ture equals 189,000 pounds i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  11,300 

rounds of 20 mm ammunition f i r ed .  Squadron conducts A ISI  POD eva lua t i on  f o r  

NAVAIRSYSCOM. 

30 - 31 AUGUST: C a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  are  conducted f o r  n ine  F i s t  p i l o t s .  

06 SEPTEMBER: NATOPS eva lua t ion :  P i l o t s  t e s t  scores were an outstanding: 

99% on bo th  the  open and c losed book exams. 

10 - 30 SEPTEMBER: ATA, NOREX, and MINEX operat ions completed a t  'sea. 

06 OCTOBER: LCDR  success fu l l y  f i r e s  an AIM-9 Sidewinder t o  a  

l e t h a l  k i l l .  

14 - 31 OCTOBER: P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  READIEX 89-1A on board USS C o n s t e l l a t i o n  

i n  t h e  waters o f f  Southern C a l i f o r n i a .  A l l  e ighteen F i s t  p i l o t s  are c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i e d .  

15 - 16 NOVEMBER: Pre-deployment co r ros ion  i nspec t i on  completed w i t h  an 

o v e r a l l  grade o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

23 NOVEMBER: CDR D. W. Gabr ie l  r e l i e v e s  CDR A. V. Colantoni  as Squadron 

commanding O f f i c e r .  

01 DECEMBER: WESTPAC/IO 88-89 begins on board USS Cons te l l a t i on .  

05 DECEMBER: B a t t l e  Group De l ta  exerc ise  begins enroute t o  Hawaii as F i s t s  

ma in ta in  a  one hundred percent  s o r t i e  ra te .  

10 DECEMBER: Execut ive O f f i c e r  CDR G. R. Pea i rs  a r r i ves .  War a t  Sea 

exerc ises begin. F i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  60 hours o f  f l i g h t  operat ions. 

15-30 DECEMBER: TRANSITEX 88-2 VFA-25's p i l o t s  f l y  var ious  miss ions enroute t o  

Subic Bay, Republ ic  o f  The Ph i l i pp ines .  F i s t s  share the  a l e r t  5  d u t i e s  

w i t h  a i r  wing F-14's as USS C o n s t e l l a t i o n  t r a n s i t s  through t h e  "Bear Box". 

25 DECEMBER: LT  d e l i v e r s  a  Christmas wish t o  t h e  Sov ie ts  a f t e r  

i n t e r c e p t i n g  and then e s c o r t i n g  a  Bear bomber. 



NARRATIVE: 

I n  January 1988, VFA-25 was s t i l l  f e e l i n g  the  e f fec t  o f  t h e  f l e e t  wide 

FA-18 Hornet grounding. F i s t  maintenance crews worked long hours t o  

complete severa l  major engine mod i f i ca t ions  t o  t h e  F-404 engines. 

February and e a r l y  March saw 1 i m i  t e d  ope ra t i ona l  f 1 i ghts f o r  squadron 

a i r c r a f t .  By t h e  end of March, t he  " F i s t s "  were conduct ing a f u l l  range o f  

combat t r a i n i n g  s o r t i e s  cu lmina t ing  i n  successfu l  m i s s i l e  shots by t h r e e  

squadron p i l o t s  C a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were a l so  on the  immediate agenda f o r  

F i s t  p i l o t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  long  d r y  s p e l l .  The month o f  May found VFA-25 on 

detachment t o  Tyndal l  AFB, F lo r i da .  The s i x  Hornet a i r c r a f t  and crews kept  

t h e  A i r  Force 's  f r o n t l i n e  F-15 and F-16 a i r c r a f t  i n  a defensive posture f o r  

most o f  t h e  j o i n t  t r a i n i n g  exercises. The "Tyndal l  Turkey Shoot" gave t h e  

F i s t ' s  p i l o t s  e x c e l l e n t  t r a i n i n g  and a chance t o  share t a c t i c s  w i t h  t h e i r  

A i r  Force counter par ts .  

I n  June and Ju ly ,  t he  F i s t  p i  l o t s  were kept  busy w i t h  a mu1 t i t u d e  o f  

m i s s i l e  shoots and c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  c ru ise .  The 

ordnance r a i n e d  heavy i n  J u l y  du r i ng  t h e  CVW-14 F a l l o n  A i r  Wing detachment 

and ope ra t i on  "Ga l lan t  Eagle 88". VFA-25 managed an impressive 100% s o r t i e  

r a t e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e l i v e r i n g  189,000 pounds o f  l i v e  and i n e r t  ordnance on 

t h e  var ious  ranges around NAS Fal lon,  Nevada and S a l t  Lake City, Utah. 

READIEX 89-1A was t h e  nex t  major event f o r  t h e  F i s t  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  

WESTPAC/IO 88-89. A1 1 e ighteen squadron p i  l o t s  were c a r r i e r  qua1 i f  ied. 

The squadron cont inued i t s  twelve and one-half year  s a f e t y  record,  amassing 

over 53,000 acc ident  f r e e  f 1 i ght  hours. 

Upon r e t u r n  t o  NAS Lemoore, t h e  squadron conducts a change o f  command. 

CDR D. W. Gabr ie l  r e l i e v e d  CDR A. V. Colantoni  i n  a ceremony h e l d  i n  Hangar 

Two, Mod 4, on 23 November. 




