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EVENTS OF 1986

During 1986 Strike Fighter Squadron 25 served under Captain R. F. Johnson,
Commander, Carrier Air Wing 14, who was relieved by CDR D. W. Irelan in
October. The functional wing commander was Rear Admiral N. D. Campbell.

The squadron was commanded by CDR J. C. Leslie who was relieved in
February by CDR J. L. Arbiter. CDR A. V. Colantoni served as the Executjve
Officer. Also i h VFA-2 : . ﬁ

LCDR Ly |

The year began with the squadron completing air-to-ground COMPEX and
participating in two short at-sea periods for carrier landing refresher. In
January, the command supported a Top Gun Detachment to NAS Miramar for LT

The command participated in Kernel Usher 86-3 from 9 May to 14 May. 1
June, VFA-25 deployed to NAS Fallon, Nevada with CVW-14 for two weeks of
integrated tactical training. The remainder of June, July and August were
devoted to air-to-air combat training with VA-127 and preparations for the up

coming NORPAC deployment which included a carrier refresher phase 18-28
August.

On 1 September, USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) sailed for a six week NORPAC
deployment which included port calls at Vancouver, British Columbia,
Anchorage, Alaska and Seattle, Washington. Tactical strike missions were
flown to targets in British Columbia and Alaska. The “Fist of the Fleet" won
the Golden Tailhook Award for the NORPAC deployment with a composite landing
grade of 3.50. LCDR » LT and LT placed in the “Top Ten"

for the Airwing. LT won “Top Nugget" honors. The CONSTELLATION and
VFA-25 returned to home port 19 October.

On 4 November, VFA-25 flew aboard USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) to commence a
three week at-sea period encompassing READIEX 87-1, 7-22 November and Kernel
Usher 87-1, 15-22 November. READIEX 87-1 was a multi-battle group exercise
involving the USS KITTY HAWK (CV 63) and USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) battle

groups. After successfully completing both exercises, the CONSTELLATION
returned to port 24 November.

A major milestone passed in 1986 was the accumulation of 47,000 hours and
over 10 years mishap free. This outstanding safety record, coupled with our
success in competitive exercise and carrier landing competition, reflects the
"Fists" ongoing determination to be the leaders in tactical naval aviation.






