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"EVENTS OF 1982" 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE main ta ins  twelve A-7E Cor sa i r  I1 Light  Attack 

Aircraft, which were manufactured by LTV o f  Da l l a s ,  Texas. 

During 1982, t h e  squadron served under Commander L. E. Thomassey, Commander 

C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TWO u n t i l  May and then under t h e  new Wing Commander, 

CAPT D. W. Baird.  The Funct iona l  Wing Commander was RADM G. W. Lenox, 

Commander Light  Attack Wing, U. S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  u n t i l  RADM J. B. Busey 

assumed command on 26 October 1982. 

CDR R. W. Leone commanded VA-25 and CDR S. L. Webb served as t h e  Execut ive 

Of f i ce r .  Other o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  i n  VA-25 were: CDR   , LCDR   

 LCDR  , LCDR  , LCDR   ,  LT   

LT   ,  LT   .  LT  ,  LT  ,  LT  

, LT   ,  LT  , LT  ,  LT  , 

LT , LT   ,  LT  , ENS  ,  

ENS   , ENS   ,  ENS , CW02  , and 

CW02   . 

The squadron 's  year  began wi th  an Opera t iona l  Readiness Exerc i se  i n  

p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  upcoming WestPac Cruise .  A s  p a r t  of  t h e  O.R.E., t h e  

squadron was deployed aboard t h e  USS Ranger (CV-61) from 15 January t o  26 

February dur ing  a "Pineapple Cruisen.  During t h e  Pineapple  Cru ise ,  t h e  

squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Mine C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and Readiness In spec t ion  on 18 

January and i n  Operat ion "Kernel Egressw,  an  amphibious a s s a u l t  on San Clemente 

I s l a n d  i n  which we provided c l o s e  a i r  support .  

I n  March, t h e  squadron was busy prepar ing  f o r  deployment wi th  work-ups, an  

NTPI and t h e  Pre-Cruise Corrosion Control  In spec t ion ,  i n  which t h e  squadron 

rece ived  a grade of  outs tanding.  

On 7 Apr i l ,  VA-25 f lew 12 p lanes  aboard t h e  USS Ranger t o  commence t h e  

WestPac Deployment. After 3 days of  carrier q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  Ranger headed 

west t o  Hawaii. While i n  t r a n s i t  t o  Hawaii, t h e  Task Force p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  RimPac Exerc i se  wi th  s h i p s  from Canada, Aus t r a l i a  and Japan,  

which culminated i n  an amphibious a s s a u l t  on t h e  b i g  i s l a n d  of Hawaii, whi le  

being opposed by A i r  Force F-111's from Hickam AFB. During t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  

VA-25 conducted numerous "War-at-SeaM s t r i k e  a t t a c k s  and s u r f a c e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  

and coord ina t ion .  

From Apr i l  28 t o  May 2 ,  t h e  USS Ranger t i e d  up a t  P e a r l  Harbor f o r  

r e f u e l i n g  and replenishment.  The CVW-2 Change of  Command was he ld  a t  t h i s  time 
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and CAPT D. W. Baird took over fo r  CDR L. E. Thomassey. VA-25 a l s o  received 

the  Golden Tailhook Award f o r  the  highest  Wing Car r i e r  Landing Grades f o r  the  

workups p r i o r  t o  deployment. 

After leaving Hawaii, Ranger was engaged i n  an attempt t o  t r a n s i t  t o  Guam 

without Soviet  de tec t ion .  The exerc ise  was a complete success. Approaching 

Guam, the  squadron was involved i n  a f l e e t  exerc ise  with the  USS Constel lat ion 

(CV-64) and the  USS Midway (CV-41). The th ree  c a r r i e r s  simulated an in tense  

t h r e e  day operat ion agains t  the  Naval S t a t i o n  a t  Guam. 

On May 11, VA-25 flew 12 planes o f f  of t h e  USS Ranger t o  NAS Cubi Point ,  

R.P. t o  take  over a s  the  CVW-2 Beach Detachment. The USS Ranger pulled i n t o  

Naval S t a t i o n  Subic Bay on 13 May and off-loaded the  r e s t  of VA-25 squadron 

personnel. 

I n  June, VA-25 pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  Exercise nNewboyw, a J o i n t  A i r  Defense 

Exercise with t h e  Phi l ippine  A i r  Force. Later  i n  June, the  squadron 

pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  a two week long Cope Thunder A i r  Combat Exercise,  cons i s t ing  of 

elements of A i r  Force Fighters ,  Marine EA-6's and OV-10 Forward A i r  Contro l lers  

a s  well a s  A-4's from VC-5 of NAS Cubi Point.  The exerc ise  included opposed 

low l e v e l  ingress  i n t o  the  Crow Valley Target Area and high a l t i t u d e  a i r  combat 

aga ins t  F-4, F-5, F-15 and F-16 Fighter  Squadrons. On June 26th, the  squadron 

went s i x  years  Accident-Free. 

I n  Ju ly ,  t h e  squadron pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  two Cope S t r i k e  Exercises with 

elements of the  44th Tac t i ca l  F ighter  Wing and elements of the  South Korean A i r  

Force out  of Osan, S. Korea. Each exerc ise  consisted of 4 days of low l e v e l  

navigation through South Korea which culminated i n  ordnance del ivery  on the  

Nightmare Target Range, while under the  cont ro l  of U. S. and S. Korean ground 

Forward A i r  Control lers .  

I n  August, t he  squadron was busy "swapping outw VA-25's twelve A-7's f o r  

eleven of VA-56's A-7's, i n  order  t o  renovate VA-56's o lder  generat ion 

a i r c r a f t .  VA-25 is scheduled t o  rece ive  the  new F/A-18 i n  the  Spring of 1983. 

Due t o  opera t ional  necess i ty ,  the  USS Ranger was extended i n  the  Indian 

Ocean and then v i s i t e d  Per th ,  Aust ra l ia .  This  allowed VA-25 t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

a second Cope Thunder Exercise. I n  the  second week of September, the  squadron 

expended a l l  of  i ts  l i v e  and exo t i c  ordnance a l l o c a t i o n s ,  such a s  APAM, 

Rockeye, FAYE, 20mm and l i v e  MK 84 ' s  and MK 83 ' s  during a SINKEX, 100 NM west 

of NAS Cubi Point ,  R.P. The t a r g e t  was an old LCU amphibious boat towed t o  sea  

f o r  s inking.  
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A Minex quickly followed i n  which s i x  MK 52 and MK 36 mines were del ivered 

aga ins t  Binanga Bay near  Cubi Point ,  R.P. VA-25 was l a t e r  chosen a s  nMiners of 

t h e  Yearn i n  the  Light Attack Community fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e i r  two mining 

exerc ises  f o r  the  year. 

While aboard NAS Cubi Point ,  t h e  squadron built-up, loaded and del ivered 

over 277 tons  of ordnance, comprising over one ha l f  of the  A i r  Wing's t o t a l  

ordnance. 

On 23 September, VA-25 loaded back onboard USS Ranger a t  Naval S t a t i o n  

Subic Bay and departed the  Phi l ippines  on 28 September with the  a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  

aboard t h a t  afternoon. 

On 17 October, VA-25 and VA-113 combined fo rces  f o r  a 23 plane formation 

f ly- in  a f t e r  a highly successful  WestPac Deployment. Three days a f t e r  

re turning t o  NAS Lemoore, VA-25 t r ans fe r red  th ree  a i r c r a f t  t o  VA-27. 

On 26 November, the  F i s t  of the  F lee t  celebrated an unprecedented two years 

of  FOD Free Operations and on 7 December, reached 30,000 Hours Accident Free. 

By the  end of  1982, VA-25 had reached 770 days FOD Free and 64 years  and 30,200 

Hours of Accident Free operat ions.  

During the  year, t h e  squadron a t t a i n e d  3356 day and 774 night  f l i g h t  hours. 

O f  these ,  947 day and 269 nights  were embarked. The F i s t  t o t a l l e d  377 day and 

158 night  t r aps .  

VA25 f in ished the  year on a high note by winning the  COMLATWINGPAC Safe ty  

Award f o r  both the  deployed and o v e r a l l  ca tegor ies  f o r  the  Fourth Quar ter  of 

1982. The squadron a l s o  won the  Bruce Carr ier  Memorial Award f o r  1982, an award 

presented t o  the  COMLATWINGPAC squadron which demonstrates the  h ighes t  

continuous proficiency and excellence i n  maintenance. The squadron was runner- 

up i n  1981. 

The squadron's superb opera t ional  performance coupled with an enviable 

s a f e t y  record,  have s e t  VA-25 a t  the  top  of the  Light Attack Community. 

After  ending the  year with the  observance of Christmas and New Years with 

reuni ted  fami l i e s ,  the  squadron looks forward t o  leading the  Light Attack 

Community i n t o  a new generat ion of a i r c r a f t  with the  scheduled t r a n s i t i o n  t o  

the  F/A-18 during 1983. 
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