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EVENTS OF 1980 

A t t a c k  Squadron Twenty F i v e  began 1980 based ashore a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  
Lemoore, C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  Commander Donald J. Wr igh t  as Comnanding O f f i c e r  and>  
Comnander J. A. Lockard as Execu t i ve  O f f i c e r .  The squadron has ma in ta ined  12. 
A7-E Co rsa i r  I 1  a i r c r a f t  which a r e  manufactured by  LTV o f  Da l l as  Texas. 

On 12 January t h e  squadron deployed t o  NAS F a l l o n  Nv. t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  A i r  Wing Two Weapons Deployment. The F i s t s  completed t h i s  most successfu l  
deployment on t h e  26 th  a f t e r  w inn ing  t h e  CVW-2 Bombing Derby Trophy and amassing 
26 i n d i v i d u a l  E ' s  i n  COMPEX events.  

The remainder o f  January and most of  February was devoted t o  weapons and 
depa r tu re  t r a i n i n g  and a i r c r a f t  p repa ra t i on  f o r  t h e  upcoming c a r r i e r  q u a l i -  
f i c a t i o n  per iods  on 11-15 February and 2-7 March. A lso  d u r i n g  Feb. e i g h t  c l o s e  
a i r  suppor t  m iss ions  i n  suppor t  o f  t h e  U.S. Mar ine Corps were f lown,  one p i l o t  
completed LAWES and two more i n d i v i d u a l  E 's  were won i n  A-20-R COMPEX. 

Day and n i g h t  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  aboard USS Ranger and t r a i n i n g  i n  ACM and 
Weapons D e l i v e r y  were t h e  emphasis areas f o r  March. 

Re f resher  T r a i n i n g  from 8-30 A p r i l  aboard USS Ranger dominated t he  month. 
May and June were p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  squadron. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  severa l  
a t  sea per iods,  f l y i n g  some 70 COMPEX events,  NOREX and M I N E X  events were upstaged 
o n l y  by r e c e i p t  o f  an "ou ts tand ing"  f o r  t h e  CTPI h e l d  on t h e  1 3 t h  and 1 4 t h  o f  May. 
The squadron was se lec ted  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  QUAST drop  on June 11. The r e s u l t s  
o f  t h i s  exe rc i se  were recorded as be ing t h e  3 rd  b e s t  i n  twe l ve  years.  I n  l a t e  
June one AIM 9G Sidewinder was expended as an annual t r a i n i n g  a l lowance and a  
m i n i  detachment was deployed t o  MCAS Yuma f o r  SHRIKE t r a i n i n g  on t h e  ACMR. 

The ORE was conducted d u r i n g  J u l y  and miss ions  i n  t h e  areas o f  War-at-Sea, 
A i r  Wing S t r i k e s ,  KOMAREX, NOREX B ,  Photo Recon, SHRIKE and SSC were f l own  on 
a  r e g u l a r  bas is  w h i l e  conduct ing c y c l i c  ops. Two a i r c r a f t  and p i l o t s  were g i ven  
h i g h  scores i n  an EWTPI he ld  a t  EWTES, China Lake, CA. 

On 29 J u l y  Commander Wr igh t  was r e l i e v e d  by Commander Lockard as Commanding 
O f f i c e r  i n  ceremonies he ld  a t  NAS Lemoore. Commander R .  W .  Leone assumed t h e  d u t i e s  
as Execut ive O f f i c e r .  

August was spent p repar ing  f o r  t h e  p re -c ru i se  c o r r o s i o n  i n s p e c t i o n  and par-  
t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  t e n  day r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n - i n g  pe r i od  aboard t h e  Ranger. 

West Pac/I.O. C ru i se  80-81 began on 10  September w i t h  t h e  squadron embarked 
i n  USS Ranger (CV-61). Be fo re  d e p a r t i n g  CONUS two days were spent  i n  t h e  SOCAL 
o p e r a t i n g  area conduc t ing  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g .  

Upon a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Hawai i  ope ra t i ng  area t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Cope 
Rainbow Exerc ises.  The t h r e e  days spent  f l y i n g  s t r i k e s  opposed by USMC, USAF and 
US Navy a i r c r a f t  prov ided excel1 e n t  coord ina ted  a i r  s t r i k e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  a i r w i n g .  

A f t e r  a  t h r e e  day i n p o r t  pe r i od  a t  Pearl  Harbor T rans i t ex  2-80 was conducted 
u n t i l  14 October. Dur ing t h i s  exe rc i se  t h e  squadron concent ra ted  on  day and n i g h t  
bombing and l i v e  ordnance expend i tu re  w h i l e  i n  t h e  Guam o p e r a t i n g  area on 7  and 8  
Dctober  . 
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Once in the Subic Bay area cycl ic  operations were flown. SSC, AIC, SAREX, day 
and n i g h t  convential weapons delivery missions were carried out u t i l iz ing  the avail - 
able target  assets  of the Subic complex. 

While USS Ranger was moored a t  Subic Bay from 15-24 October VA-25 conducted 
regular f l i gh t  operations w i t h  s ix  squadron a i r c r a f t  based a t  NAS C u b i  P t .  Low 
Level Navigation, day and n i g h t  bombing and FCLP were emphasised. 

Cyclic operations on 24, 25 and 26 Oct. were conducted in the Subic Op area. 
In addition to  bombing, AIC and ACM so r t i e s ,  a MINEX was conducted i n  Binanga Bay. 
Enroute to  a 30 Dct, t r ans i t  of the S t r a i t s  of Malacca "Blue water" cycl ic  operations 
were conducted. 

November 7th marked arrival of USS Ranger and VA-25 to the "Gonzo Station 
Modloc". Operations including SSC, Tanker, War a t  Sea, AIC and day bombing were 
conducted as well a s  participation in the JCS exercise "Rawhide". Participation 
in joint service f l igh t s  were flown including tanking from KC-135 and escort of 
B-52's. 

After being a t  sea for  s ixty one days Ranger s e t  course on 24 Dec for Mombasa, 
Kenya. Enroute the traditional "crossing the I ine ceremonies" were duly performed 
on 28 Dec. before the 29 Dec. anchoring in Mmbasa. 

During 1980 the "Fis t  of the Fleet" extended i t s  accl'dent f ree  record t o  
4 years and 21,727.5 hrs. while flying 5981.6 hours and amassing 2,088 car r le r  
arrested landing during the year. The squadron wan top honors in landing grades 
i n  two of four competitive periods during the Uestpac/IO cruise.  

Attack Squadron Twenty Five finished the year being nominated by Commander 
Carrier Air Wing Two for  both the CNO Safety Award and the RADM Clarence Wade 
McCl us ky Award. 
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