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PART I - 
I, CHRONOLGY W HIGHLIGHTS 1967, 

1. 1-31 January 1967. Tonkin G u l f  Combat. 

2, 13 January 1967. LT WOODBURY and LT WLMAN attempt rescue of Iaw- 

case 345. 

3. (cB6 January 1967. CDR CHURCH, LTJG GARDINER, LT WGODBURY and L!EJG 

MARCUS bomb 4 Batt. P. Laos. 

4. 2 February 1967. Inport Cubi Point, Pa I. 

5. 5 February 1967. Departed Cubi Point, POI. 

6. 2 February 1967. Arrive NS Yokosuka, Japan, 

7. 14 February 1967. USS CORAL SEA departed f o r  MAS Alameda. 

8. 15 February 1967. Most airwing off icers  a i r l i f t e d  t o  Travis AFB 

and NAS Lemoore t o  be reunited with the i r  d y e s  and families. 

9. 23 Februam 1967. USS CORAL SEA arrived Alameda , squadron returned 

t o  NAS Lemoore. Commenced 30 day leave period, 

10. 26 March 1967, Began 1967 training cycle. 

11. 31 March 1967. VA-25 officers overnight party, called the "Hail 

and Farevellw Party, a t  the "Haciendan i n  Fresno. 

12. 31 March 1967. VA-25 transferred t o  CVW-15. 

13. 14 A ~ r i l  1967. Personnel inspection and awards ceremony. 

14, 19 April 1967. COMFA JRALAMEDA held VA-25 's ADMAT Inspection. 

15. 19 April 1967. VA-25 held an "AU HANDS" party a t  NAS Lemoore 

EM Club. 
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16. 23-29 April  1967. VA-25 deployed t o  NAAS Fallon, Nevada f o r  i t s  

weapon deployment. 

17. 3 May 1967. VA-25 p i l o t s  day qua l i f i ed  aboard USS CORAL SEA, 

18, 17 May 1967. VA-25 CO, CDR BURDEN,held a par ty  f o r  all of f i ce r s  

i n  residence. 

19. 22-23 Mas 1967, VA-25 p i l o t s  day and night qua l i fy  aboard USS 

CORAL SEA, 

20, 8 June 1967. CaMFAIRAeAMEDA held maintenance department port ion 

of VA-25's ADMAT. 

21, 9 June 1967. VA-25 celebrated the  twentieth anniversary of rece ip t  

of t he  Douglas Skyraider i n  ceremonies a t  t h e  squadron hangar. 

22, 19 June 1967. Less than four  months a f t e r  returning t o  NAS Lemoore 

from the  196667 WESTPAC cru i se ,  VA-25 again t ransferred command t o  the  USS 

CORAL SEA t o  begin exercises i n  preparation f o r  t he  67-68 WESTPAC cruise,  

23, 20-30 June 1967. VA-25 par t ic ipated i n  t he  WEPTRAEX (weapons 

Training Ejcercise) a s  a component of A i r  Wing 15. 

. 24, 1 - 6 J u l ~ 1 9 6 7 .  USS CORAL SEA inpor t  a t  Alameda, 

250 7-13 July 1967, VA-25 OJith CVW-15, aboard USS CORAL SEA and i n  

company with other t ask  un i t  ships ,par t ic ipated i n  t h e  operational readiness 

exercise,  opera t i o n  nDynamic Action". 

26, 14-25 July 1962, The off icers  and men of Attack Squadron 25 made 

f i n a l  preparations f o r  t he  forthcoming c ru i se  a s  t h e  USS CORAL SEA was inpor t  

a t  Alameda, 
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27. 19 July 1967. LT Ronazd H. WILLIAMSON was k i l l e d  i n  the  crash 

of a Piedmont Ai r l ine r  i n  North Carolina. 

28. 26 July 1967. USS CORAL SEA, with a f u l l  complement of men and 

a i r c r a f t  got  underway f o r  her  1963-68 WESTPAC cruise.  

29. 30  July 1967. VA-25 with CVW-15 aboard USS (IORAL SEA, with other 

support ships,  began a th ree  day b e r a t i o n a l  Readiness Inspection. 

30. 31 July 1967. USS ORAL SEA docked a t  Pearl  Harbor f o r  one day 

of l ibe r ty .  

31. 1 August 1967. USS CORAL SEA again got underway t o  continue with 

operations i n  connection with the  ORI. 

32. 3 Awust 1962, The OFU was terminated with a f l yo f f  of t he  squadron 

a i r c r a f t  t o  NAS Barbers Point, and t he  US3 CORAL SEA returned t o  Pearl Harbor 

f o r  two days of l i b e r t y  and debrief  on t he  ORI. VA-25's score was 92.95, or  

Excellent. 

33* 5 August 1967. USS CORAL SEA got  underway f o r  NS Yokosuka, Japan, 

34, 13 Aupust 1967. USS CORAL SEA arr ived,  NS Yokosuka, Japan, 

35. 17 August 1967. USS CORAL SEA departed fo r  NAS Cubi Point, P.I. 

36. 19 August 1962. LOR Fred H, GATES was k i l l ed  when h i s  engine 

f a i l e d  while attempting recovery aboard t h e  ship. Airwing 15 was conducting 

simulated s t r i k e s  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Okinawa, 



37. 20 Awust 1967. A i r  Wing 15 par t ic ipated i n  "Operation Blue Skiesw 

with t h e  Nat ional is t  &inese forces. ENS Larry Re RAMSEN. made USS CORAL SEA'S 

170,000 landing. LCDR John G. McJJEFNOTT and LTJG Charles F. THOM I1 made an 

emergency landing a t  Hsin Chu AB, Taiwan,and s p e a  t h e  days learning about 

the  na t i ona l i s t  Chinese people and her A i r  Force.. 

38. 21 Awust 1962. A memorial service was held on the  hangar deck f o r  

LCDR F. H. GATES. 

39. 22-24 Awust 1967. USS CQRAL SEA moored t o  Leyte H e r  a t  U S  Cubi 

Point, P. I. 

40. 25 August 1967. USS CORAL SEA got  underway f o r  Yankee Station. 

41. 27 August 1967. VA-25 and cVS.J-15 conducted -inn-up a i r  operations 

i n  t he  Gulf of Tonkin, p r e p r a t o q  t o  Yankee Team Operations. 

42* 28 August 1967. VA-25, aboard USS CORAL SEA, began combat operat- 

ions  i n  the  Gulf of Tonkin. 

43. 30 August 1967. LTJG h i e n c e  E. GARDINER ditched h i s  a i r c r a f t  

a t  sea and was rescued unhurt by gn a i r  fo rce  Jo l l y  Green helicoptero 

44. 15 September 1967. LTJG C. F. THGPVl 11 made USS HOWET's (CVS-12) 

102,000th landing. 

5 .  17 September 1967. LTJG Aubrey A. NICHOLS made USS CORAL SEA'S 

l72,OOOth landing. 

46. 30 September 1967. VA-25 and USS CORAL SEA departed Yankee Sta t ion 

f o r  an e ight  day r e s t  period a t  MS Cubi Point, Pa 1. 

47, 1 October 1967. In ceremonies on t h e  hangar deck, CDR Clifford E. 

CHURCH, Jr. rel ieved CDR James Dm BURDEN a s  Commanding Officer of Attack 

Squadron TdENTY FIVE. 



P E C L A S S i  FIED 

4 8 . ( ~ )  2 October 1967. USS CORAL SEA and VA-25 began a nine day period 

inpor t  NAS Cubi Point, P. 1. Many of t h e  o f f ice rs  were able t o  visit 

Eangkok, Thailand, during t h i s  period. ALE-29 and APR-27 e lect ronic  equip- 

ment xas  i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l l  squadron a i r c r a f t .  

49. 11 October 1967. USS @ML SEA and VA-25 were again underway f o r  

Yankee Station. 

50. 14 October 1967. LOR b l p h  W. SMITH and LOR Ronald Lo BOLT 

sighted an RA-3 on f i r e ,  and protected 2 downed crewmen u n t i l  they could 

be picked up by a SAR helicopter.  

51. 24 October 1967. LCDR's Rosario "ZIPn RAUSA and Ronald BOLT, with 

LCD2 UUSA act ing a s  on-scene-commander, coordinated a swi f t  and e f fec t ive  

rescue of a downed A i r  Force p i l o t  2 miles south of the  Do Son Peninsula. 

52. 28 October 1967. USS CIDRAL SEA headed f o r  R & R a t  NS Subic Bay, 

the  f i r s t  of Vfi-25's a i r c r a f t  were taken i n t o  a hangar a t  AMD, NAS Cubi 

Point where i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the Stanley Aviation Corp. b u i l t  A 1  Yankee Seat 

began. VA-25 A l ' s  were the  first i n  the  f l e e t  t o  be ou t f i t t ed  W ~ t h  the  new 

escape system. 

53. 29 October 1967. USS CORAL SEA arr ived a t  NS Subic Bay, P. I. 

54, 3 November 1967. Because of Typhoon "EPIMAn, USS CORAL SEA l e f t  

a day ea r ly  f o r  Hong Kong, and VA-25 l e f t  a l l  i t s  a i r c r a f t  a t  NAS Cubi Point, 

f o r  completion of t he  i n s t a l l a t i o p  of the  Stanley extract ion seat ,  

55. 8 November 1967. USS C@UL SEA, a f t e r  running f i v e  days before 

Typhoon llEMMAn, and rescuing 37 cpewman from a f re igh te r  which had run aground 

on Pratas Reef, 175 miles southeast of Hong Kong, anchored i n  Hong Kong Harbor 

f o r  three  days R&R i n  the magic cl ty .  
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56. 11 November 1967, USS dORAL SEA got underway once more f o r  

Yankee Station,  

57. 12 November 1967, VA-25 began f ly ing  i t s  newlyqi%$ped A 1  's aboard 

from NAS Cubi Point f o r  Yankee Taam operations, 

58. 13 Nwember 1967. CVW-15 and Vg-25 resumed operations against  the  

enemy in North Vietnam, 

59. 7 December 1967. After a s t h t i s t i c a l l y  productive but r e l a t i v e l y  

unexciting l i n e  period, t he  USS CORAL SEA and VA-25 departed Yankee Sta t ion 

f o r  NAS Cubi Point, P. I. 

60. 11 December 1967, The squadron held an a l l  hands picnic a t  t he  

Dungaree Beach a t  NAS Cubi Point, P. I. 

61. 15 December 1967. Once again, USS CORAL SEA, with VA-25 embarked, 

got  underway fo r  Yankee Station,  f o r  her four th  l i n e  period, -with f l i g h t  

operations commencing on 17 Deceqber 1967. 

62. 21 December 1967. After  5 days of r e l a t i ve ly  routine combat missions, 

t he  o f f ice rs  and men received therir f i r s t  t a s t e  o f t h e  approaching Christmas 

season, a s  t he  Bob Hope Christmas Show v i s i t e d  t he  CORAL SEA f o r  a one-hour, 

l a t e  afternoon show. 

63. 22 December 1967. LCDR COOK of VA-155, was shot down and e jected 

north of Ha Tinh, Nosth Vietnam,apld LTJG's Bruce G. MARCUS and L. E, G d ? R D m R ,  

A .  A. IGICHCLS and Joseph P, DUNN were soon on t he  scene, but  t he  rescue was 

~ n s u c c e s s f u l ~  
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64. 22 December 1967. LCDR'ls William H. RITZMANhT and Carter He MOSER 

took pa r t  i n  an unsuccessful rescbe attempt ofttJASON FIVEn, near Haiphong 

harbor. 

65, CHRISTMAS A t  t h e  end of t he  Christmas "CEASE FIREn, VA-25 

SPADS began whi t t l ing down t he  h q e  number of trucks t he  Viet Cong were 

atternpting t o  run north and south during t h e  hours of the  "Free Time." 

66. 26 December 1967. LTJG $3. G. MARCUS was h i t  by ground f i r e .  

Ai rc ra f t  401 received a l a r g e  hole i n  the  prop and a shat tered windscreen, 

67. 27 December 1967, LT John A. JORDAN and LTJG C. F. THOM I1 

par t ic ipated i n  the  successful  re$cue of the  p i l o t  of "Carbine One", about 

15 miles out t o  sea from Dong Hoi) North Vietnam. 

68, 29 December 1967. LCDR R. L. BCLT, ENS L. R. RAMSEY, LCDR R, M. 

RAUSA, and LTJG J. P. DUNN took par t  i n  a successful rescue of t he  two crew 

members of Rock River 203 from VF-161. 

69. 30 December 1967, LCDR '!Zip" NUSA captured USS CaRAL SEILts 

178,000th landing. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

-. - -- ---- - 

I -- 7--- 



PART I S  

I1 BASIC bT!-VZATIVE 

1 , COKbIAND OSGANIZATION AND RaATIONS . 
A. C W A N D I N G  OFFICE83 AN@ DATES OF COMMAND, Commander James D. 

BRlDi3N assumed command of Attack Squadron T[lfENTY FIVE on 14 September 1966, 

when Commander C. W. ST0Di)ARD was k i l l e d  while f l y i n g  on a mission over 

North Vietnam, and remained i n  command u n t i l  1 October 1967, when Commander 

Clifford E. CHURCH, Jr, assumed command of the  "Fist  of t h e  FleetH, LCDR 

Stuar t  A. SKCLTON took over as  Exe@utive Officer and was l a t e r  promoted t o  

Commander, as of 1 September 1967, 

B. LOCATION OF HEADQUARTk$3S 02 HOITEPORT. Attack Squadron TWENTY 

FIVE was based aboard USS CORAL SEA u n t i l  23 February 1967, when command was 

t rans fe r red  t o  NAS Lemoore. Ekcept f o r  the  brief  deployment t o  NAAS Fallon, 1 -  
Nevada,from 23-29 April, command remained a t  Lemoore u n t i l  19 June 1967, 

when VA-25 again moved aboard USS CORAL SEA, t h i s  tine f o r  her t h i r d  Vietnam 

combat cruise,  Commarvl remained aboard t he  CORAL SEA for  the  remainder of 

196'7. 

C , FXSSION AND FUNCTION OF COI@LAND: CHANC;ES DURING THE YEAR AND 

AUTHORITY FOR THEM. The mission of Attack Squadron TrTENl'Y FIVE i s  t h a t  of 

a c a r r i e r  a t tack squadron which i s  t o  conduct offensive air-to-surface at tack 

operations with specia l  emphasis on nuclear weapons delivery, VA-25 i s  

assigned t h e  following operationaJ. tasks : 



(1) (u)  Destroy enemy naval u n i t s  and shipping. 

(2) (u) Demolish enemy in s t a l l a t i ons  includirg a i r c r a f t  and 

submarines a t ,  t h e i r  bases. 

(3) (u) Support amphibious or  land combat operations. 

(c) It i s  f i t t i n g  t o  note t h a t  due t o  t h e  unique nature of the  Vietnam 

conf l i c t  VA-25 has employed several  subsidiary techniques th :k  f a l l  under 

the  .:enera1 category of support of amphibious or  land combat operations. 

These zre wel l  sui ted t o  the  capab i l i t i e s  of t h e  A-1 a i r c r a f t ,  and include 

rescue combat a i r  pa t ro l  (RESCAP) and naval gunfire support. The "SPADN 

i s  able t o  search f o r  downed p i l o t s  f o r  long periods of time and then remain 

overhead f o r  extended periods and provide r~ro tec t ion  f o r  them vnth i t s  abun- 

dant supply of firepower and t he  capabi l i ty  of accurate delivery,  Further, 

t h e  A-1 can escor t  rescue helicopters,  with comparatively slow speeds, t o  

the  scene, while continually providing protection f o r  t h e  helicopter and 

crew. I n  addi t ion t o  t h i s  capabil i ty,  the "SPAD" can ac t  as  spo t te r s  f o r  

naval gunfire, d i rec t ing  from the  vantage point of a l t i tude ,  accurate gun- 

f i r e  aj%ainst hos t i l e  targets .  The SPAUS are  a l so  able t o  provide i n s t an t  

r e t a l i a t i o n  agzins t shore b a t t e r i e s  enga7ed i n  count erf  i r e  against  par- 

t i c i pa t i ng  ships. 

D. (u) COILPOSITION OF COI4IvIAND. Vfi-25 embarked i n  her 1967-68 cruise  

1~6th 12 Douglas A-IH/J Skyraiders: 

PSL 401 - 1@058 *NL 405 - 137575 411 - 142077 

NL 402 - 139734 PIL 406 - 137622 *NL 412 - 135390 

rJL 403 - 1345%' NL 407 - 135286 NL 413 - 139680 

:L 404 - 134499 TJL 410 - 142076 NL 414 - 142070 



135300 * 142014 

(see  t h e  documentmy Annex fo r  a l ist  of t h e  squadron complement a s  of 

31 December 1967. See a l so  Section 3a  f o r  all a i r c r a f t  t r ans f e r s  and 

receipts)  

*Lost a t  sea J:* Replacement k c r a f t  

2. OPBATIONS !*D ACTIVITIES. 

A, (c) I n  January, VA-25 continued combat operations i n  the  Gulf of 

Tonkin, f ly ing  3.2SCA.P (3escue Air pat rol ) ,  Naval Gunfire Support, and in- 

country ground f i r e  support ~ i s s i o n s  over North and Sbuth Vietnam and Laos. + 

On 5 Jenuary, ICDH Robin BACON and LTJG Chuck THOM attemBted rescue of 

JEiY 200 i n  the highly defended de l t a  area  of t he  Kidney River near Thanh 

Hoa, North Vietnam. JURY 200's wingman observed a good chute and saw h i m  

f d 1  i n to  some t rees ,  heard a beeper signal  from his survival  radio, but 

then saw many people i n t h e  a rea  near t he  downed pi lo t .  The beeper ceased, 

t h e  chute disappeared, and a l l  s igns of l i f e  a l s o  disappeared, There was 

in tensive  small arms f i r e  i n  t h e  area, and a half  hour low levelsearch by 

the  two VA-25 llSPADSfl turned up nothing, Lawcase 345 went down on 13 Jan- 

uary and LT's WO IDEURY and t/A.LMAN searched at  low a l t i t ude  near Hon Me 

Island, where his wingman had previously sighted a parachute on t h e  zround, 

It disappeared, however, and the two SP,D 1 s were never able t o  s ight  the  

survivor, despite numerous very low passes on which both a i r c r a f t  were h i t  

h r ~  small arms. Lt Charlie Pd2TIu23, 'a par t  of another f l i g h t ,  a l so  suffered -- 
several  small arms h i t s  searching the  area, 

( c )  On 16 Janu?ry, a four  plane f l i g h t  l e d  by LTJG G:ir131NAX and including 
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(C) Cr3R CWiiCH, LTJG PWZCUS and LT lfO3DBLRY was directed t o  a t t ack  an 

estimated fo rce  of four (4) ba t ta l ions  of enemy troops i n  ceii tral  Laos. 

LLfter 5 ordnance runs per a i r c r a f t ,  t he  FAC (~orwasd Air cont ro l le r )  re- 

ported a l l  ordnance on t a rge t ,  but could not confirm any troops K I A ,  

VA-25 departed the  on-line for$es of CTF-77 on 31 January 1967 f o r  t h e  

l a s t  time, During this at-sea period squadron a t tack operztions were severely 

hampered by t h e  winter monsoon "crachintt weather, but VA-25 p i l o t s  managed t o  

destroy 5 I V ~ L C  Is, and dnmage 5, destroy 3 t rucks  and damage 3, destroy 5 m i l i -  

t a r y  structures,  destroy 2 bridges and damage 5, cut roads i n  13 places and 

s t a r t  9 secondary f i r e s .  

The USS CORAL SEA s p n t  3 days a t  NAS: Cubi Point, P. I. f o r  debr ief i rgs  

before proceeding t o  NS Yokosuka, Japan on 5 February 1967, arr iv ing on 9 

Tebruary f o r  more debriefings inclvding t h e  re l ieving ca r r ie r ,  On 14 Feb- 

ruzry t h e  COLiAL SZA departed f o r  CQNUS and NAS Alameda. VA-25 shif ted 

command t o  NAS Lemoore, Cal i fornia  on 23 February and began a 30 day leave 

period fo r  a l l  hands. 

The 1967 t ra ining cycle began f n  earnest  on 26 March 1967, with concen- 

t r a t i o n  centered on ordnance del ivery and c a r r i e r  landing practice,  neces- 

sary due t o  t he  planned short  t r a ip ing  cycle pr ior  t o  VA-25's t h i r d  Viet- 

namese combat deployment i n  Julyo 

VA-25 o f f i c i a l l y  became a component of Carrier  Air Wing FIFTEEN a t  mid- 

night 31 Karch 1967 upon detachment from Carr ier  Air Wing TWO. 



A personnel inspection was h e w  i n  conjunction with an Air Wing TWO 

Awards Ceremony, i n  which of f ice rs  a d  men of Attack Squaciron 22,23 and 

25 receivsd awards won during the  previous cruise. (see Section I11 fo r  

individual  awards). 

COMFAIRALMIDA held VA-25's liD&IAT inspection i n  which the  squadron re- 

ceived an overal l  grade of 93, o r  excellent ,  On the  same evening t he  squad- 

ron held an t l A l l  liands Partytt  a t  the NAS Lemoore Enlisted Nenls Club, 

VA-25 deployed t o  NAAS Fallon, Nevada from 23 April  t o  29 April f o r  

intensive t r a in ing  i n  conventional ordnance delivery techniques. Squadron 

a i r c r a f t  were i n  t h e  air from 0700 t o  2300 each day. Squadron p i l o t s  a lso  

took par t  i n  s t r i ke s  simulating probable combat conditions i n  Vietnam, f ly ing  

i t s  .IESCU ro le ,  and on each occasion di rected a helicopter t o  ttRescuett a t  

l e \ i s t  one downed p i lo t ,  previously placed on t h e  ground i n  pLn unlikely spot, 

The l a s t  txio days were used f o r  t h e  competitive exercises i n  which each p i l o t  

was given an opportunity t o  prove h i s  s k i l l  i n  each type ordnance delivery, 

Cespite high winds of 20-30 knots gusting t o  40, VA-25 p i l o t s  won a total.  of 

26 E's f o r  excellence i n  t h e  competition, 

The following week, on 3-4 May, most of VA-25ls p i l o t s  day qual i f ied  i n  

cctrrier l a n d j ~ s  a b o z d  t he  C O 2 k L  $EA. Then on 22-23 Ii11Y, t h e  p i l o t s  again 

landed aboard t he  COlIAL SM, qualifying t h i s  t h e  a t  night. During t h i s  

period, VA-25 p i l o t s  made 43 day a$d 30 night c a r r i e r  ar res ted landings, 

On 17 May, t he  Commanding Offiqer, Commander Jim BU'DEN, held a par ty  

fo r  all t he  o f f i c e r s  and t h e i r  l ad ies  a t  his home. 
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COl4?AlRAIAEDA held t h e  MAINTDAT IL portion of t h e  ADWAT Inspection on 

8 June 1967, A grade of 88,23, o r  good, w a s  assigned as  an overa l l  average 

t o  t h e  Jlaintenance Department, 

I n  a ceremony held i n  the VA-25 hangar on 9 June 1967, IlADM Fred E. BXKUTIS, 

CO?JP:!IRAL~~~A, gave t r i b u t e  t o  the Douglas S b r a i d e r ,  flown by VA-25 f o r  20 

ye ? r s ,  since 21 September 1947. Other honored guests joined with squadron 

off icers ,  men and t h e i r  guests  t o  kelebrate t h e  longevity of the  venerable 

old c ra f t ,  a f t e r  which a reception was held a t  t h e  Officers Club f o r  a l l  t h e  

guests. (see  Secti-on 111, M and N f o r  de ta i l s ,  See a lso  t h e  Documentary 

;innex f o r  photos and ~rogram) 

On June 19, VA-25 transf.erred cormand t o  t h e  USS CORAL SEA, a d  embarked 

on a t e n  day li.SE;PTiZI1X ( ' iea~ons Tr+.ining Ekcercise), which included both 

conventional and nuclear evolution$, This was merely a fami l ia r iza t ion  

operation designed t o  acquaint t h e  new a i r  wing and new personnel t o  t he  

procedures necessary t o  accomplish t h e  mission, and paved the w a y  f o r  t h e  

0~2.Z (operational  Readiness Exercise) and OR1 (operational  Ileadiness Inspection) 

soon t o  follow, The WTRAEX concluded vdth a f lyoff  t o  JIAS Lernoore on 30 

June, 

Dependents of t he  o f f i c e r s  and men were very for tunzte  on 1 July  1967 t o  

accompany the 20 yea- old ship  out t o  sea and observe c a r r i e r  operations as  

C03kL SEA held a Dependents Day Cqise .  

After seven days a t  Alameda, CORAL SE2i got underway t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  

the  Operct ional  Eeadine ss  Fkercisd "Dynamic Action", which c losely  simulated 

ac tua l  conditions i n  the  Gulf of Tqnkin, VA-25 flew RiSCAP, Armed ?.TCCE, 

!Java Gunfire Support, and ASW Nissions i n  preparation f o r  the  Operational 

Seadiness Exercise, 
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On 13 July  1967, a t  t he  completion of t h e  OL%, CORAL SXA put i n  a t  

Alameda and a l l  hands made f i n a l  Qreparations f o r  the  OR1 and the  forth- 

coming cruise. 

Ll' Ronald H, WILLIAKSON, USN, 624772, was k i l l e d  i n  a t r ag i c  c i v i l  a i r  

accident on 19 July  1967 while e d o u t e  home on predeployment leave. Also 

'Idlled i n  the same a i r l i n e r  was the  newly appointed Secretary of t h e  Navy, 

John T. MCNAUGIITON. A memorial. sepvice was held on 21 July  a t  IJAS Lemoore, 

Cal i fornia  Chapel f o r  LT 'tJIUI:QGO@. 

26 July  1967 saw Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE,embarked i n  the  USS CORAL 

Sfi, sail lclnder the  Golden Gate Bridge bound once more f o r  the  G u l f  of Tonkin, 

t h i s  t ine  on her t h i r d  Vietnamese kombat cruise. 

The Operational Readiness Inspection began ear ly  on the  morning of 30 

July  1967, with long range sirmlated s t r i k e s  on Kahoolawe Is land i n  the 

Hawaiin chain. Although the  sh ip  put i n t o  port a t  Pear l  Harbor fo r  one day, 

the  next four  days kept a l l  squadron hands busy i n  proving t h e  skills they 

had mastered o r  improved dur i rg  th$ previous train<-ng cycle. VA-25 'p i lo ts  

again flew Armed R Z C E ,  s t r ike ,  ASTI!, and a e r i a l  mining missions, i n  addi t ion 

t o  a nuclear exercise. To ta l  hour$ during ORI, 141.7 and f l i g h t s  47, with 

33 catapult  shots, 33 day arres ted landings and 8 night a r res ted  landings. 

VA-25 reaped a score of 92.95 or  ezcel-l-ent, 

On 5 11.ugust, CO?J& SEA departed fo r  Yokosuka, Japan, VA-25 continued 

t o  conduct p i l o t  br ief ings  t o  prepare fo r  the  forthcoming con~bat. 

Yokosuka 1~:elcomed VA-25 and COqAL SEA on 13 August, a d  f o r  t he  r e s t  of the  

day, squatlron, Air !'ling 2nd shi$s personnel were briefed by personnel from USS 

BdIT HOT4drd H I C  ILIPJ) wM.41 >:as homevrard bound. 



CORAL S U  departed Yokosuka on 17 August and continued br ief ing on 

Yankee :em Operations, 

19 Au3s t  1967 was another t r ag i c  day fo r  VA-25. 'vhile f ly ing  pract ice  

s t r i ke s  against  ringed and raked t ,argets  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Okinawa, LCDR 

Fred 11, GATES, USN, 58&67/13 10, wbs l o s t .  His A-1H was ditched i n t o  the  

sea, & mile behind t h e  ship, when his erqi.ne f a i l e d  as he was attempting t o  

lnild aboard the  sh ip  with engine trouble, 

'The f ollor:ing dzy, a s  t he  airwdng took par t  i n  "Operations Blue Skies", 

an opexition involving satur6;tion penetrat ion of the Taiwan Air Defense 

iuen t i f  i c a t i on  zone, E D R  Jack l t cDp4OTT and LTJG Chuck TEOH made an 

erner-zency landing a t  t h e  Iiationalict Chinese Hsin Chu fir Ease, and spent 

two days awaiting mechanics and pwts .  On 22 August, the  ttro a i r c r a f t  f lew 

the  640 miles from HSIN Chu t o  Cubi Point, Phil ippines where CCZAL SZA had 

arrived t h a t  morning. 

Ensign Larry :2iJ;3ZY nade COXAIL SEA'S 170,000th landing, rnaking her the  

f i r s t  a t t zck  ca r r i e r  ever t o  record t h i s  number of landings, 

On 21 August 1967, on the  hargqr deck of the COrLAL SEA, a menorid service 

was held for  LCDR GATES. (see doculmentary Annex f o r  photos) 

Attack Squadron ETGNTY FIVE; anq USS CORAL SEA departed Cubi Point on 25 

4u;ust 1967 Tor Yankee Sta t ion Openr2tions. 

On 27 August, t he  iEr Xirg T l e w  fami l ia r iza t ion  hops over South Vietnam 

t o  acquaint aircrews with Yankee Tslam Operations, and began comb& operations 

i n  earnest  on 28 k u y s t ,  VA-25 began the  f i r s t  day by f l y in2  USCAP and 

Sea Dragon Sorties. 
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LTJG Larry G > Z L ' I N 2 ,  while making a rocket run on a l o z i s t i c s  boat 

near Cap Falaise,  >!orth Vietnam, eprperienced ergine f a i l u r e  and ditched 

successful?~y a t  sea on 30 Au,pust, An Air Force "Jo l ly  Green" picked him 

up amid c<?scadj.ng iraterspouts czuded by enemy shore ba t t e r i e s  taking pot 

shots a t  the  rescue helo. This s ~ c c e s s f u l d i t c h i n g  res tored confidence i n  

VA-25 p i l o t s  who h2d been t i q r  02 l t i ~  riitching ~ h ~ r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the  "SPtlD" 

since LC93 ZriiTZS w q s  l o s t  while atitempting a di tching 11 days before. CDi3 

CMI;XN, E D R  McDERT.:OTT, ICDR Ti?o I I .  R I T ~ ~ ~ J ,  LCDR NOSER and 3 S  RJiiISEY were 

instrumental  i n  t h e  successffl rescue of LTJG G.!RJINZR, when, disregarding 

t he i r  own safety, they e f fec t ive ly  si lenced enemy 37 rnrn shore b a t t e r i e s  

shooting a t  the  SIC3 helo. 

CI)R J. I). EU,DEN and Ensign Larry RAIGEY, on a s ing le  f l i g h t  on 7 

September, e f fec t ive ly  di rected naval. gunfire f o r  the  USS I)~U.;liTO on enemy 

shore ba t t e r i es ,  causing th ree  spectacular  secondary explosions. The SPADS 

drew l i g h t  A.U Fi re  and a l so  enemy radas  lock-pn associated with surface 

t o  ~ i r  missi les,  but remained on s t a t i on  t o  d i r e c t  destroyer f i r e  when t h e  

enemy shm b a t t e r i e s  began returni* f i r e  a t  t h e  des t royers ,  With t i ~ e  and 

m u n i t i o n  remeining, the two pilo-&s continued on a cor_.stal armed recce, 

sinking two v~~iterborne l o g i s t i c s  ci-aft and d m g i n g  t m  others ,  

Later  t he  same day XI)R "Speed'l RITZJf.IANIq and LTJG Chuck TBOtI, while 

working with other sea dragon surface uni ts ,  e f f ec t i ve ly  si lenced a coast21 

gun s i t e  on Hon Matt Island, t h a t  had taken t he  t h r ee  destroyers under con- 

centrated f i r e ,  



E D R  I'IITDIANN and LCDR Car ter  I!osE.R were awakened a t  0200 on 11 Septem- 

ber f o r  a spec ia l  Ttr;SCAP f o r  a downed Air Force p i l o t  north of t h e  DKZ area. 

On a r r i v a l  i n  poor weather, f l a r e s  were dropped and LCDR PIOSER made several  

passes t o  attempt exact loca t ion  of t he  survivor with d i rec t ion  f inding 

equipment, He then  showed his a i r c r a f t  external  l i g h t s  over t h e  loca t ion  

f o r  the  Helo, and observed l i g h t  AAAo The downed p i l o t  f i r e d  a f l a r e  and 

t h e  Helo was ca l l ed  in ,  LCDR i~?OSdlj then made a pass a t  2000 f e e t  and one 

a t  5W f e e t  t o  check f o r  h o s t i l e  f 3 r e  t h a t  might endanger the  Helo, No 

fu r t he r  response was evident from $he survivor ts  radio  except f o r  t h e  

emergency "beepertt and the Helo degarted f o r  the  sea, then even t he  ttbeeper" 

ceased and v i s u a l  search was termirpated, the SPADS stayed on s t a t i o n  f o r  

another hour looking and Listening f o r  evidence from the  survivor t h a t  he 

was s t i l l  OK, Several ordnance runs were made on l i g h t s  from the  ground. 

On 15 September, LTJG Chuck THOl4 diverted t o  the  USS I-IORNET with a sump 

warning l igh t .  The deck was ready on a r r i v a l  and a sa fe  landing was made by 

LTJG Ti'riOlf, I-Ie had jus t  t ls tolenll  HQRNET1s 102,000th landing, a s  the  deck h.zd 

been held open f o r  the  Air Group Cc3mmander t o  do t he  honors! He was airborne 

ayain 2& hours l . ter,  but not befope cut t ing the t r a d i t i o n a l  cake on t h e  

f l i s h t  deck and receiving a piece rj-ith CO3& SEA printed on it Tor personal 

del ivery  t o  COXAL SZAIs Commanddng Officer, Captain NA1dCROSS, f rom HORNZT1s 

skipper, ( see  Documentary Annex f o r  NAVAIR News Article)  . 
Two days l t t ter ,  LTJG Al NICHOLQ czptured t h e  honors by making the  CORAL 

S3At s 172,000 landing. (See Documentary Annex f o r  ~ h o t o s )  / 
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CDR CHULZH, LCDR l:OSIB, LTJG Joe DUNN and EDIS Ted HILL drop led t h e i r  

ordnance under control  of an airborne forward air control ler  on 27 Septembzr 

and suaeeded i n  des t ro- ing 12 bunkers and uncovering a tunnel i n  t h e  ItDe- 

milit arizedn Zone.. 

All i n  a l l  during the  f i r s t  on-the-line period of the  1967-1968 cruise, 

VA-25 p i l o t s  claimed 16 l o g i s t i c  c r a f t  destroyed, 3 1 damaged, 2 f l a k  s i t e s  

destroyed and one dcmaged, 5 enemy troops K I A  i n  th ree  engagements and 12 

bunkers destroyed and one tunnel uncovered, Other damage i s  highly probable, 

but no bomb dam:.ge :~ssessment was possible i n  many cases bemuse of smoke, 

dust, vegatation or hos t i l e  f i r e .  

VA-25 Officers and nen began a well  deserved r e s t  on 30 September as  

CO,L.',L SEA sa i l ed  fo r  an 8 day s tay  i n  Cubi Point, P O I .  

CDI-2 Clifford CI-IURCH re l ieved CDR J. D o  RU21DEN i n  ceremonies on t h e  hangar 

deck on 1 October 1967, as t he  pubLic address system played "Those Magnificent 

Men i n  t h e i r  FLving Machinestt. ( ~ q e  Documentary Annex fo r  program). 

Nine days of R&R b e g ~ n  fo r  the  o f f i c e r s  and crew of VL25 on 2 October 

as  the CORAL SEA yut i n  a t  NAS Cubi Point, Transportation was provided f o r  

many o f f i ce r s  t o  and from Eangkok, Thailand, where they were so impressed 

t h ? t  1,argkok began t o  be described as " L i t t l e  Hong K ~ n g ~ ~ .  

(c) During t h i s  period, t h e  ALZ-29 e lec t ron ic  gear with APR-27, was 

i n s t a l l e d  i n  a l l  VA-25 a i r c r a f t ,  (see  Section 3b fo r  de ta i l s ) .  

The squadron found it self underway again fo r  Yankee Stakion on 11 October, 

t h i s  time f o r  only a l i t t l e  more thsn two weeks. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

The unique capab i l i t i e s  of t h e  20 year old A-1 were amply demonstrated 

by VA-25ts Maintenance and Safety Officers, LCDR1s Ralph SMITH and Ron BOLT 

on 14 October, U D R  SPZTH spotted an RA-3 heading out t o  sea from the % r t h  

Vietnamese coastl ine.  It was on fSre  and a few moments l a t e r  crashed i n t o  

t h e  water about 6 rriiles from land, k i l l i n g  the  p i l o t ,  Another CORAL SEA 

a i r c r a f t  saw two parachutes, LCDR SEIITH quickly found t h ~ t  t he  two downed 

airmen had come down r i g h t  i n  t h e  @riddle of a l a rge  north Vietmese f ishing 

f l e e t .  He immediately assumed the r o l e  of on-scene-commander, and st up a 

protect ive  pa t t e rn  around t he  survivors, who were i n  immediate danger of 

being captured b7 several  of the  nearest boats, which were rap id ly  converging 

on them. After six highly accurzte rocket runs and s t r a f i ng  runs, all t h e  

boats  veered away t o  the  north and LCDR EOLT, who was on his f i r s t  combat 

~ L s s i o n ,  departed t o  f i n d  and escor t  the SAR Helo, Clementine DIO, t o  the  

scene. A t  t h i s  time, enemy shore ba t t e r i e s  began firing at  t he  downed airmen, 

and soon es tabl ished a bracket so accurate t h a t  due t o  the dis tance  of t he  

two small  i a r2e t s  from t h e  beach, it wqs suspected t h a t  the f i sh ing  f l e e t  

had rad io  contact and was d i rec t in$  f i r e ,  LC3R SKITH dispatched two A-4's 

t o  suppress the  shore bat te? ies ,  and soon the rescue helo was on hand. LCDR 

SKITH turned over on-scene-command t o  t he  Relo, which made the rescues i n  

record time, 

Later, it was learned from the  two survivors t h a t  the  f i sh ing  f l e e t  was 

f i r i n g  r i f l e s  a l l  the time a t  t he  tiwo "SPdDSt' and t h z t  t h e  "SPADS" devastating 

f i r e  had sunk 6 of the  bol t  so They fu r t he r  s t a t ed  t h a t  had it not been f o r  the  

two A-l Is, they would sure ly  have been captured. 



Then again on 24 October, VA-25 A-1 Is contributed t o  the e f f i c i en t  rescue 

of a downed Air Force p i l o t  2 miles southwest of t he  Do Son peninsula, LCDR 

*Zip" iZAUSA and LCD2 Ron BOLT arr ived over the scene almost immediately and 

kept the p i lo t  i n  sight  u n t i l  Big Mother 570 arrived, closely followed by 

a Clcmentine I-ielo, escorted by two nore VA-25 SPAD I s  flown by LCDR Car ter  

1';OSER and LTJG Chuck TEOM. A s  the  Big Mother neared, shore b a t t e r i e s  opened 

up on the Helo, but a swift rescue was made before the  enemy could bracket 

the t a rge t .  (see Documentary Annex f o r  corgratulatory message) 

During t h i  s two week period, working under favorable weather conditions, 

VA-25 pi lo ts ,  i n  a5dit ion t o  t h e i r  highly successful  FlESCAP and Naval Gun- 

f i r e  support missions, accounted fo r  19 L o ~ i s t i c  c r z f t  destroyed and 50 

damazed, 1 coas t a l  defense s i t e  destroyed, 9 supply or militaery buildings 

destroyed and 11 dmaged, 5 enemy KIA,  and many f i r e s  and secondary explosions 

of unknown origin.  

Once again, CORAL SEA l e f t  Yankee S ta t ion  fo r  R&R a t  NS Subic Bay on 

28 October. VA-25 flew four a i r c r u t  off e a r l y  t o  NAS Cubi Point, and t h a t  

same afternoon, t he  f i r s t  of VA-25's 12 a i r c r a f t  were towed i n t o  a hargar 

a t  NAS Cubi Point, and i n s t a l l a t i o a  of the  long awaited Stariley Aviation 

Corporation I.~odific-?tion began. The old Douglas A-1, out of which p i l o t s  

have I1jumped" f o r  20 years, was ?,eing o u t f i t t e d  16 th  an automatic escape 

system, AFC-723 heralded t h e  advent of a new concept: EXTRACTION. (see  

par t  111' fo r  fu r ther  de ta i l s ) .  VA-25 a i r c r a f t  were t he  first i n  the  

f l e e t  t o  h v e  the  new system ins ta l l ed .  
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CORAL SEA a-rived a t  NS Subic Bay on 29 October and l e f t  one day early, 

on 3 T'bvember, because of Typhoon flBE-YAtt, d i c h  was rapidly  ah)proaching t h e  

area, VA-25 I ~ S  forced t o  leave behind a l l  i t s  a i r c r a f t ,  a s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

of the  Yankee Sect was not complete. For f i v e  days CORAL SZA ran  before 

t1.34:At1, which delayed her port  of c a l l  i n  Iiong Kong. On 7 November, Coral 

Sea hc lo l s  rescued 37 crewmen from the  Liberian f r e igh t e r  tlLoyal FortuneIt, 

which ran aground i n  Prztas  Reef, 1 7 5  miles southeast of Iiong Kong, and 

she f i n a l l y  anchored i n  I-Iong Kong PIarbor on 8 November. 

After t h r ee  wonderful days i n  VA-25 ls f avo r i t e  Aport, CORAL SEA was 

underway on 11 I\Tovember fo r  Yankee Station. 

On 6 November, LTJG Bruce I4AFLCUS f lew the f i r s t  hop i n  an A-1 ( B U ~ A U  

I J J N E 3  1Q070) quioped 16 th  the new Stanley Extraction seat. 

Then, on 12 :!ovember, i3NS Ted HILL logzed the  f i r s t  arrested landing 

with tke new escape system, (EUZSAU N l J I E - 3 3  1.!+2058) as  VA-25 r j i lots  f lew 

a i r c r a f t  aboard from NBS Cubi Point, t o  take par t  i n  Yankee Team Operations, 

The following morning, on 13 TJovember, LTJG Chuck THOM logged the  f i r s t  

cztapult  launch i n  an A-1 equipped i d t h  the extract ion seat ,  (EUE~AU NUMEB 

142070)~ and four days l a t e r ,  on 17 November logged the f i r s t  ~ i g M  catapult  

Lunch (FU!~LAU IJlJMEjZR 142076). 

During t b i s  on-the-line period, VA-25 p i l o t s  were act ive  a t  "picking 

awaytt a t  Tlorth Vietram's commuHication and supply capa.bilities, but there  

were few s ignif icant  s ingle  so r t i e s  flown. The winter monsoon season or  

"C,L?.CHINtt trezther hzd begun i n  e-zncest, hampering operations a l l  over the  

Tonkin Gulf region, 



On 4 Decembcr, LTJG THOM and dNS EZANSEY answered a c a l l  f o r  help from 

the destroyer OSPORm, which had taken counter-batt ery h i t s  from a coasta l  

defense s i t e  north of Cape M u i  Ron, wounding several  of her crew, OSBORNE 

requested the  SPlDS r e t a l i a t e  on t h e  defense s i t e ,  Two S-2 a i r c r a f t ,  act- 

ing as  spot ters ,  pinpointed t he  t a r g e t  and, after  several  runs on the target ,  

BDA (bomb damage assessment) by the  spo t te r  a i r c r a f t  showed one medium f i r e  

i n  the  s i t e ,  a d  100% coverage with 2.75 inch rocket c lus te r s ,  Light auto- 

matic weapons were seen t o  be f i r i n g  a t  th attacking SPADS. 

This a t  s ea  pertod ended on '7 December with VA-25 p i l o t s  accounting f o r  

many secondary explosions, 6 l o g i s t i c  c r a f t  destroyed and 41 damaged, 8 coas ta l  

defense s i t e s  damaged, 7 supply buildings destroyed and 7 damaged, 4 bunkers 

destroyed, 3 enemy KIA, 9 road cuts, 1 bridge damaged and 8 t rucks  destroyed. 

Due t o  very poor weather, th s t a t i s t i c s  were down from previous periods. 

It i s  probable, however, t h a t  much more damage was sustained, but due t o  the 

weather ard smoke, etc., p i l o t s  were unable on many occasi-ons t o  assess  

damage, 

Once again moored a t  Nz!S Cubi Point, the  ship  and embarked squadrons 

enjoyed six days of R&R, and on 11 December, VA-25 held an dl.1 hands party- 

p icnic  a t  Dungaree Beach. Sports, s teaks and beer a l l  served t o  help  t he  

squadron r e l a x  during t he  mars of a combat cruise.  

VL25 end COX& SEA departed NAS Cubi Point on 15 December fo r  t he  

four th  on-the-line period with CP-77 Yankee Team, 
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Combat operations began again on 17 December, and a f t e r  f i v e  days of 

normal f l i g h t  operations, the o f f i c e r s  and men of VA-25 and t h e  USS CORAL 

SEA received t h e i r  f i r s t  Christmas presents from t h e  U. So - Bob Hope's 

Christmas show cane aboasd t h e  ship fo r  a l a t e  afternoon, one hour show, 

a l so  s ta r r ing  Raquel Welch, Barbara Mcnair, Phi l  Crosby, Elaine Dunne, 

iiadelaine Hartog Bel t ,  the newly crowned "PI3ss Worldt1, and Les Brown ard, 

as  Eob Hope called it, h i s  Its'&pytR orchestra. 

On22 December, LCDR B i l l  COOK of CVlji-15 I s  VA-155 was shot down near 

Ha Tinh, Iiorth Vietnam. His wingman observed a good chute, and soon four  

SP .'dl 1 s, p i lo ted by LTJG 1 s Eruce M:lZCUS, Larry BARDINER, Al !:ICHOLS and 

Joe DUNN were overhead. LTJGts M.,tlCUS and GARDIIGB l e f t  t o  escor t  t h e  

rescue helo t o  the scem. Although it appeared t ha t  he was ly ing face  dovm 

i n  a r i c e  paddy, it was believed he might be playing possum. The helo ar- 

r ived and hovered a few f e e t  over LCDR COaK only t o  be able  t o  confirm t h a t  

he was dead. The helo began taking very heavy authmatic f i r e  and t h e  SPADS 

provided protection f o r  the  helo u n t i l  it got c lea r  of t h e  enemly coast,  

Ejetween the helo and the  A-1 I s ,  many enemy gunners were KIA.  Eoth SPAD Is 

(11; L ~ C U S  and 2;LcI;INiX) took multiple s m a l l  arms holes, as  they  swooped low 

t o  provide protection f o r  the p i l o t  and helo, 

On the s m e  day, LGDR "Speedtt RITZlrANN and LCDR Carter  IfOSIB heard a mayday 

c : .  "Jason Fiveu had ejected near Haiphong. As t he  two SPADS approached, 

they encountered he3v-y f l ak ,  but sk i r t ed  t h i s  threat ,  of ten f i r i n g  back, and 

continued t o  receive an emergency tlbceperw from the downed avia tor  f o r  45 

minutes. A t  no time were they able t o  pinpoint his position, 
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'U!e bes t  p o s s i b l e  F e a r i n !  t hey  rece ived  was about ha l f  wa;; up t h e  

Ca Son Pen:-nsula, where iqost 01 t h e  f l a k  had come from. Suddenly, a l l  

r a d i o  s igna , l s  from t h e  surv ivor  ceased. a.nd no more was heard, though survei-  

l l a n c e  was continued f o r  a l ~ o s t  two hours. Durirg t h i s  t i n e ,  t i i e re  were 

s c v e r a l  "S!Jr" warnings, and a c t i o n  WAS tal:erl t o  suppress  tk,ese hazards.  

7n 24 Decerrber, a f t e r  f l i g h t  ops, Cantain SIidl','CROSS, COXAL SZA's Skipper, 

announced s1tddenl;r over t h e  s h i p s  intercom s-.sten, t h a t  a very  high-speed 

b l i ?  had b e e ~  s igh ted  by t h e  radar ,  conve rg iw  on t h e  ship.  A few minutes 

l a t e r ,  a lielo landed, and out s tepped a white bearded, f a t ,  red-sui ted o l d  

inen with a b i g  bag of goodies  f o r  t h e  f l i g h t  deck crew and o the r  men s tanding  

by ! 

The Vie t  Gong used t h e  Christmas cease  f i r e  t o  move s u p p l i e s  en-masse 

south, and t h e  end of t h e  time per iod  s t i l l  found many t r u c k s  on t h e  open 

road. VA-25 SPADS were q u i t e  busy dur ing  t h e  night s t r i k i n g  moving and 

parked t rucks .  

On 26 December, LTJG Pruce MARCUS was h i t  Fly ground f i r e ,  ?robably by 

;? 14.5 nm automatic weapon, a s  he and LCD3 Jack McDERI~IOTT were s i r k i n g  10 

lt?LC Is (:!ater Porne Log i s t i c  C r a f t ) .  LTJG lLl?CUS1s a i r c r a f t  rece ived  a 

l a r g e  1lol.e i n  t h e  prop, and a s h a t t e r e d  windscreen, but tie sus t a ined  no 

!n jury. 

3n 27 December whi le  on a Sec7 Dragon mission, LT Jack J03DAbT and LTJG 

C~IIC'.  'lli31: were d i v e r t e d  tovrards a mayday c a l l  by Carbine 0F!3, about 1 5 

mi l e s  out  t o  sea f r o r  Don;: Iloi, and a r r i v e d  i n  t ime t o  see  t k e  a i r c r a f t  c rash  

j x t o  t h e  ocean. !,Tithin 19 ri inutes,  t h e r e  were a t o t a l  of 6 a i r c r a f t ,  3 he los  

and two des t roye r s  converging on t h e  two survivors ,  \rho had e jec ted .  



Radio contact was established with the  downed p i l o t s  and soon the  Crown 

q i r c r a f t  and LT JOllDA13 simultaneously sighted the survivors and quickly 

vectored the helos t o  t h e  scene, Unfortunately, one of the downed crewmen 

s l i p ~ e d  from the  s l ing  a t  the helo door and was never found. 

Rock 3iver  203 (VF-1 61 of CVd-15) was shot down among the  northern 

i s lands  i n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin on 29 December and ICDR COLT :md ZNS RLNSZY 

arrived overheld fo r  search and protectiono LCDB IZAIJSA and LTJG DUNN 

rendezvoused ilrith "Big IvIotheru 71, a Sd4R Eelo, and escorted it i n t o  t h e  

survivors. The air temperature w a s  f+O°F, and speed was important. The 

pickup was rapidly  made, viith no opposition, and soon two very happy CORAL 

SI;A p i lo t s ,  John D0I.D and "J r th  FLINT, were hack aboard. Their comments: 

";;hen we saw the SP.';DS, we knew we had it made ! ! (see  Documentary h e x  

for  congratulc7 t o r y  message) 

The yecar ended x i t h  VA-25 continuing t o  f l y  conbat sorties as a componerrt 

of PAr 'iJing 15 and during t h i s  at-sea-period, VA-25 p i l o t s  took an act ive  par t  

i n  pine ac tua l  LESC.AP incidents,  Of these, two were successful, with VA-25 

n i l o t s  taking c r ed i t  for locat ing and protecting 4 downed airmen. ,Also during 

t h i s  period, VA-25 p i l o t s  accounted f o r  5 t rucks  destroyed and 3 damaged, 23 

:PLC's destroyed and 62 dma;ed, 6 road cuts,  1 r , d a r  s i t e  tjlmazed, 1 m i l i t a ry  

s t ructure  destroyed m d  2 damaged, 1 s torage area damaged, 1 bridze destroyed 

and 1 dama,ed and 1 bunker damged, Numerous other a t tacks  3roduced no b a t t l e  

d=;e assessment due t o  weather, darkness, o r  foliage,  but VA-25 did produce 

a t o t a l  of 9 secondary explosions of unknown origin* 

UNCUSSIFIED 



During t h i s  year of 1967, not one VA-25 a i r c r a f t  was l o s t  t o  hos t i l e  f i r e  

i n  more than f i ve  months of a c tua l  combat. (see  Section I I I a  f o r  b a t t l e  

s t z t i s t i c  t o t a l s  f o r  t h e  year). 

The f i n a l  ~ i g n i f i c ~ m t  event of 1967 cane on 30 December, when LCDR 

TIZIPll iiliUSA "bagged" C O U L  SEA'S 178,000th landing, f u r t he r  boosting her 

record a s  the  "Landingest Attack Car r ie r  i n  t h e  Fleet". 
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PART I11 

111. SPECIAL TOPICS 

A. OPEYK'IONAL STATISTICS 

1. HOURS FLCPJN 

JAN 1226.7 
FEi3 2001 
PU.R 237*3 
APR 568.8 
14kY 337.3 
JUN 488.9 

2. FLIGHTS PER I4ON'M 

JAN 328 
FIB 14 
TJUR 101 
OR 341 
I-UY 170 
JUN 203 

3, CATiFlIZii Li'QJDIIJSS PER NCINTH 

- KIGHT DAY 

JA N 277 51 
Fm 0 0 
MAR 0 0 
APR 0 0 
MY 43 30 
JUN 1 23 28 

CATAPULT SEOTS PZR IION'M 

JAN 330 
F a  8 
IGLR 0 
AF'R 0 
1-XY 9 
r n J  1 00 

JUL 
A'& 
SEP 
OCT 
xov 
DEC 

JUL 
AUG 
3 e  
OC T 
NOV 
Dl32 

JUL 
AUG 
sm 
OCT 
NOV 
DEE 

JUL 
ALTG 
SEP 
OCT 
IOV 
DEC 

DAY NIGHT 
7 - 



5. ENGINE CHANGES 

Aircraft  BuNo 134589 had an unidentified piece of metal i n  

the rear o i l  scavenger s t rainer ,  requiring engine change. The engine had 

427 hours on it since l a d t  overhaul. Change date was 25 October 1967, and 

required 173 man hours of labor. 

m u s t  valve f a i lu re  caused engine change on BuNo 142014, 

a f t e r  941 hours of operating time. Man hours expended were 167.5, on 

24 Noveniber 19 67. 

B valve guide fa i lure  on BuNo 137622 caused an engine change 

a f t e r  1147 hours of operating time, requiring 171.5 man hours of labor. 

The engine on hNo 139734 was cluuged because of an exhaust 

valve f a i lu re  a f t e r  1007 hours of operating time, requiring an estimated 

184.7 man hours of labor. 

It i s  worthy of note tha t  of the four engine changes a f t e r  

the IJESTPAC deployment began, three of them were on engines with "HIGH 

TD.E" on them, at test ing t o  the outstanding maintenance program within 

the squadron. 

6. AIRCRAFT TRANSFERRED 

During the short months of training between cruises, there 

was a considerable amount of reshuffling of aircraf t .  The following i s  the 

most accurate summary of exchanges available. In some cases, records were 
4 

not retained, -hen a change of Aircraft  Controlling Custodian was not made, 
-- 



AIRCRAFT WND AT END OF 1966-67 CRUISE (26 FlEBRUARY 19671 

AIRCRAFT SUBSEQUENTU TRANSFIBRED: 

AIRCRAFT TRANSFEW TO DATE 

135275 VA-152 
137517 VA-176 
137593 Davis Monthan AFB 
139713 VA-176 
139734 Quonset Point 
139779 VA-152 
139780 NARF Alameda 
139 803 VA-152 
139821 VA-176 

UNI(N(IWN (LATER REEAINED) 
8 MAY 
17 JUL 
21 AF'R 
16 MAY (LATER REEAINED) 
UNKNOWN 
9 MAY 
mmaa (LATER REX;-) 
30 APR 

AIRCRAFT RECEIVED 26, FEBRUARY - 17 JULY: 

AIXRAFT RECEIVED FROM DATE 

Quonset Point 
Quonset Point 
VA-152 
Quonset Point 
Quonset Point 
VA-152 
VA-152 
VA-122 
Quonset Point 
Quonset Point 
VA-122 
VA-152 
Quonset Point  
Quonset Point  
Quonset Point 
Quonset Point 
Quonset Point 
VA-122 

31 MAY 
7 MY 
5 ~ v r ,  (LATER T R A N S F E R R E D )  
13 JUN 
17 JUL 
5 APR (LATER TRANSFERRED) 
5 rn (LATER TRANSFERRED) 
5 APR (LATER TRANSFERRED) 
7 MAY 
16 JUN 
5 ~ r n  (LATER T R A E J S F E ~ )  
5 J a  (LATER  TRANSFER^) 
8 MAY (LATER TRANsFZRRED) 
17 JUL 
21 APR 
12 MAY 
5 JuN 
7 APR (LATER TRANS-) 
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6. AIRCRAFT TRANSFERReDi (CONTINUED~ 

OTHER AIRCRAFT TRAN@WWD - 26 FEBRUAKP - 26 JULY: 

DATE 

13761 6 Davis Monthan AFB 17 JUL 
137620 Davls Monthan AFB 6 JUL 
137621 VA-122 26 JUN 
139735 VA-122 UNKNOWN 
142080 VA-122 23 MAY 

AIRCRAFT CWNED ON DEPARTURE CONUS ON 26 JULY 1967: 

AIRCRAFT SOURCE DISPOSITION 

Quonset Point Retained a s  cruise  complement 
( RACC ) 

Quonset Point R ACC 
Retained from pre- Transferred t o  NAS Atsugi 
vious c ru i se  a d  14 AUG 
loaned t o  VA-152 
Retained from pre- RACC 
vious cruise  
Retained from pre- Transferred t o  NAS Atsugf 
vious c ru i se  14"AUG 
Quonset Point RACC 
Quonset Point RACC 
Quonset Point RACC 
Retained from pre- RACC 
vious c ru i se  
Retained from pre- RACC 
vious crulse  and 
overhauled a t  Quonset 
Point 
Retained from pre- Transferred t o  NAS Atsugi 
vious cruise  and 14 AUCl 
loaned t o  VA-152 
Quonset Point Transferred t o  NA5 Atsugi 

14 A U ;  
Quonset Point RACC 
Quonset Point 'BACC 
Quonset Point RACC 
Quonset Point RACC 
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8. AIRCRAFT TRANSFERRED (CONTINUED 1 

Thus VL25 departed CONUS with 16 a i r c ra f t ,  4 of which were 

being "ferried" t o  NAS Atsugl, Japan. 

VA-25 l o s t  2 a i r c r a f t  a t  sea (137575 and 135390)~ and on 

14 September received 2 replacement a i r c r a f t  from NAS Atsugi (135300 and 

142014). Hawever, 135300 was so badly corroded t h a t  it was returned t o  

NAS Atsugi fo r  corrosion control, though VA-25 retained custody. 

Ch 29 December, a i r c ra f t ,  BuNo 142014 suffered a broken 

wing, and was subsequently transferred f o r  rework, and was replaced i n  

January by 135356 (VA-25's a i r c r a f t  from previous cruise! ). 

VA-25 AIRCRAFT COMPUMWT AS OF JANUARY, 1968: 

7. (c) ORDNANCE EIIPEBDED 

In exercises aboard USS CORAL SEA from 22 June t o  28 August 

1967, VA-25 p i lo t s  expended a t o t a l  of 167,563 pounds of l i v e  ordnance on 

practice targets. 

I n  the period from 1 January t o  31 January, and 28 August t o  

31 December 1967, VA-25 p i lo t s  expended 1,840,070 pomds of ordnance in 

action against enemy supply l i n e s  and i n  aircrewmember rescue attempts i n  

t h e  Gulf of Tonkin, North and South Vietnam and h s .  Ordnance expended 

by type, number and weight a re  enumerated on the fo l lming  page. 



7. (c  ) ORDNANCE EXPENDED (CONTINUED~ 

TYPE ORDNANCE AV. WEIGHT OF NO. EACH TYPE TOTAL WEIGRI! EACH 
EXPENDED EACH UNIT EXPENDED 'IWE EXPEXDED (LEE+) 

MX.81, 250 lbs. 270 1bs0 1232 332,640 lbs. 
GP Bomb 

MKr82, 500 lbs. 520 lbs. 1002 521 ,040 lbs.  
GP Bomb 

~ 1 ~ 1 1 7 ,  750 lbs .  800 Ibse 32 
GP Bomb 

MU 60A, Wck of 431 lbs ,  1415 609,865 lbs. 
19 2.75 in. rocket per pack packs 

LAU 10, Pack of 4 545 lbs. 630 343 9350 l b s  
Zuni 5 in. rocket per pack 

MK-24 Paraflare 25 lbs. 303 7,575 lbs. 

TOTAL WEIGHT - 1 ,8&0 ,070 lbso 

An unrecorded amount of 20 MM ammunition was expended, and 

considering tha t  the A 1  car r ie rs  800 rounds, has 4 cannon, and each f i r e s  

a t  a r a t e  of about 600 rounds per minute, it i s  apparent t h a t  a considerable 

ammount of t h i s  ordnance was expended. The squadron b e l t s  the amno' i n  

groups of f ive A P T ,  HEI, HEI, Am, API (Armor Piercing Tracer, High 

Explosive Incendiary, Armor Piercing Incendiary), This devastating and 

highly accurate weapon was put t o  good use i n  the action against the 

supply l ines  of North Vietnamo 
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B, ( C ) BATTLE STATISTICS 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE b a t t l e  s t a t i s t i c s  during the year 

were impressive despite the handicpps on i t s  attack role. The onset of 

the  winter monsoon, or ncrachinv weather, often seriously hampered oper- 

a t ions throughout the whole Gulf of TorMn and surrounding land areas. Due 

t o  the nature of the defensive enviroment, no a i r c r a f t  was allowed t o  go 

below 3000 f e e t ,  and i n  order t o  engage the eneqy, weather was required t o  

be a t  l eas t ;  

1. 5000 f e e t  broken or overcast or be t te r ,  

2. a t  l e a s t  5 miles v is ib i l i ty .  

Typical "crachinW weather was 500 fee t  overcast and m e  mile v i s ib i l i t y ,  

with rainshowerso Every few days, the weather would clear,  and a new 

"crachints cycle would begin. This weather began in October, and hampered 

operations from then on, often causing cancellation of sor t ies ,  and causing 

airborne a i r c r a f t  t o  je t t ison t h e i r  ordnance i n t o  the  sea. 

In addition, VA-25 a i r c r a f t  were not a l l w e d  t o  seek targets  over 

North Vietnam (see section D* i n  the SPECIAL TOPICS f o r  a detailed explan- 

a t ion)  but were res t r ic ted  t o  Coastal Armed Recce 's and in-country work. 

VA-25's primary ro le  remained RESCAP, and i t s  p i lo t s  f lew at tack missions 

only as  scheduled RESCAP ~ o r t i e ~ c d t t m e n t s  allowed. 

MISSIONS AND SORTIES (CONFIDENTIAL) 
JAN AU; SER' OCT NOV DEE-TOTAL - 

MISSIONS137 25 3 3 117-325 



DECLASSIFIED 

i? . (c) BATTLX ST!LTISTICS ( C O N T I T J U D )  

I Z S S I O N S  BY TYPE ( C ~ I P I D E P J T I A L ~  

AUS - S E P T  - NOV - DEC - TOTAL - - 
RESCAP- 80 17 72 47 39 78 - 333 

COASTAL 
I W ~  R E C E  0 1 12 10 16 11 - 50 

S E A  DRAGON - 17 5 11 4 2 6 -  4 5 
L>.OS, DMZ, 
STPI, FCKAGE Om 41 1 11 3 20 26 - 102 

BATTLE S T A T I S T I C S  - TOTAL 1967 (CONFDEITIAL~ 
F I I L I T  ARY 

ROAD SEX: OJD ARP B R I D G E S  STRUCTURES WBLC - TRUCKS 
C U T S  - F I R E S  -- DEST-DAM. -- DEST-DAM. -- DEST-DAN. -- DEST-DAM. 

FLAK S I T Z S  RADAR S I T E S  EXiNY UNDERGROUTlD STnUCTUHE;S 
D E S T  DAM -*- DAMAGES K I A  - DEST.  - - DAN, 

C. P h T O H M A N C E  OF TQATE~IAL 

squadron a i r c r a f t  underwent a "post cruise" corrosion control  inspec- 

t i o n  almost immediately upon a r r i v a l  i n  CClTXJS i n  February. VA-25 posted 

t he  highest score i n  t he  Air ' d i q  (cW-2) with an 88, o r  GOOD. 

A C G ~ ~ A I R A I L S u " ~ A  inspection team inspected t l e  IIaintenance 

Department on 8 June 1967, and awarded a score of 88.23, o r  G003, and t h e  

nid-cruise inspect ion resulted i n  a composite 91.8, or  EXCELLENT. 



DECLASSIFIED 

C o  PERFORMANCE OF MATERIAL 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE p i l o t  received MK-3C l i f e  preservers 

i n  July, and quickly affirmed t h a t  they f a r  surpassed t he  old bulky Mae West 

f o r  canfort i n  t he  cockpit. When LTJG LD E. GARDINER ditched a t  sea, he 

sa id  t h a t  the  &3C Itworked l i k e  a charm". With the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  

Stanley Extraction Seat, t o r so  harnesses were required, and most p i l o t s  

switched t o  t h e  SV-2 survival  ves t  and MK-6 l i f e  vest.  Some retained tk 

SV-1 and MK-3C. The S+2 -MIL6 combination gave superior weight distri- 

bution and was l e s s  clumsy, bu t  was more complicated in design and incor- 

porated a piece around the  neck, which was a l i t t l e  uncomfortable in t he  

cockpit. The SV-l -%3C combination, though bulky, i s  a one piece a f f a i r  

and simple i n  design and use. 

A cockpit r e a r  view mirror was added t o  each s ide  of the  forward 

windscreen and increased p i l o t  v i s i b i l i t y  lo*, and espec ia l ly  gave him 

t he  capab i l i ty  of seeing a t  h i s  six o'clock posit ion,  which previously had 

been a bl ind spot. The posi t ion of the  mirrors, however, prevented the  

canopy from being fully opened without s t r i k ing  t h e  guide r a i l s  of t he  new 

ex t rac t ion  s e a t  and were subsequently moved t o  remove t h i s  obstruction. 

(c) ALFL29 equipment was i n s t a l l ed  during t he  f irst  October 

i npo r t  period, which included the  APR-27 and chaff dispenser. The APR-27 

functioned almost without maintenance i n  a manner which was highly s a t i s -  

factory,  and was an indespensible pa r t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  equipnent. The 

chaff dispenser was not  used t o  t he  extent  t h a t  a good evaluation could be 

made. 
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C. PERFORMANCE OF MATERIAL (CONTINUED) 

AFC 723 ( ~ i r f  rames change ), the Stanley Aviation Corporation 's 

Yankee Seat ins ta l la t ion ,  was ins ta l led  i n  a l l  VA-25 a i r c r a f t  &om 28 

October t o  8 No*ember 1967. See Part (D) f o r  de ta i l s  on the Stanley 

Extraction Seat, 

During 1967, VA-25 was embarked i n  the USS CORAL SEA a t o t a l  of 

eight months. About f ive  months were i n  the combat zone, and these two 

factors  contributed t o  a great  percentage of maintemceproblems. Toward 

the end of the year, b a t t l e  damage:accounted fo r  a large amount of repair  

and a i r c r a f t  down time, A s  i s  generally the case with the necessarily 

close quarters on an a i r c r a f t  car r ie r ,  there were 51 separate mishaps caused 

i n  moving the a i r c r a f t ,  i n  which VA-25 a i r c r a f t  were damaged. (See Bocu- 

mentary Annex f o r  photo of a typical  crunch which, i n  t h i s  case, took l e s s  

than 72 hours t o  repair. ) 

The following accounts a re  those cases of major f l i g h t  and hangar 

deck ttcrunchesn, and major b a t t l e  damage, a l l  but one of which accounted 

f o r  more than 72 hours of down t h e ,  excluding a i r c r a f t  l o s t  a t  sea. 

6 August - CRUNCH. Aircraft  BuNo (Bureau  umber ) 137575 was damaged 

i n  a f l i g h t  deck mishap, and required 214 man hours of labor t o  replace 

the en t i re  rudder assembly, 

13 October - CRUNCH, An unattended tow t rac tor  rol led in to  the port  

side of a i r c r a f t  BuNo 134589, and 94.5 man hours of labor was re@tred-,Co 

repair  the damage. 
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C. PERFORMANCE OF MATERIAL (CONTIN* 

22 November - BATTLE DAMAGE. Small arms f i r e  h i t  the port wheel well 

of a i r c r a f t  &No 142077, passed out the top of the wing and entered the 

fuselage. The a i r c r a f t  was dmn f o r  11 days fo r  repair. 

3 December - CRUNCH. Cn the cakapult stroke, the shut t le  turtleback 

f i t t i n g  -ms thrown i n t o  a i r c r a f t  BuNo 134499, tearing off the starboard 

inboard main landing gear wheel well door, damaging the  landing f l a p  and 

centerline drop tank, the a i r c r a f t  was i n  a dawn s ta tus  f o r  11 days. 

18  December - BATTLF: DAMAGE. A 14,5 MM project i le  broke the spar on 

the  horizontal stabillizer on a i r c r a f t  BuNo 139680, which was d m  13 days 

u n t i l  a  par t  was cannibalized fromlnother dud a i rc raf t ,  

22 December - BATTLE DAMAGE. Small arms f i r e  damaged the fue l  tank 

support assembly of a i r c ra f t  BuNo 142076, ard as  of 15 January 1968, was 

s t i l l  not repaired, due t o  lack of pa r t~~a l though t the  a i rc rae t  was returned 

t o  f l y i n g  s ta tus  a f t e r  bspection. 

22 December - BATTLF: DAMAGE. On the same rescue attempt, a i r c r a f t  

BuNo 135286 took a  small arms h i t  i n  the starboard wheel well, which passed 

through the t i r e ,  and punctured a  wing rib.  Repair was not complete a s  

of 15 January 1968, although the a i r c r a f t  was returned t o  flying s ta tus  

a f t e r  inspection. 

24 December - CRUNCH. While being moved off an elevator by t rac tor ,  

the tow bar engaged the tailhook of a i r c r a f t  BuNo 134499, requiring an 

estimated 800 man hours of labor t o  f i x o  Repair was  estimated t o  be] com- 

pleted on 27 January, 1968, 

UNCLASSIFIED - 
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C PERFOFMA NCE OF MATERIAL (CONTINUED 1 
26 December - BATTLE DAMAGE. Although the a i r c r a f t  was repaired in 

one day, it i s  worthy t o  note t h a t  a i r c r a f t  BuNo 142058 took a project i le  

through a propeller blade, causing a three inch hole, the missile or debris 

shattered the port  windscreen side panel, punctured the engine wrap cowling, 

and to re  a foot-long gash i n  the port side of the a i r c r a f t  o f t h e  cockpit. 

29 December - CRUNCH. While awaiting a catapult launch, a i r c r a f t  

BuNo 142014 encountered high turbulence from a j e t  i n  afterburner about t o  

be catapulted. The resulting osci l la t ions ultimately caused material f a i l -  

ure of the  starboard rear  shear web which allowed the wing t o  spread 

causing fur ther  damage. Damage t o  the outer wing panel, a broken -wing 

shear web f i t t i n g ,  s t ructural  damage t o  the  starboard inboard -dng but t ,  

skin ruptures, broken s t i f feners ,  and popped rivets.  T h e  estimate was 

1200 man hours fo r  repair,  and the a i r c r a f t  was subsequently transferred 

t o  a rework f a c i l i t y ,  and the squadron was awaiting a replacement aircraf t .  

It i s  appropriate t o  note tha t  VL25 maintenancd personnel did an 

outstanding job i n  returning damaged a i r c r a f t  t o  an "upH s ta tus  i n  a s  short  

a time a s  possible. I n  some cases, parts were not available, or the repair  

was beyond the scope of organizational maintenance. In the end, m l y  5 of 

51 "crunches" required longer than 72 hours t o  repair. 

Che other problem encountered by the maintenance department was never 

solved f o r  certain,  beginning wfth operations around Hawaii during the  ORI, 
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C , PERFORMANCE OF MA TERIAL ( c ONTINUED~ 

VA-25 a i r c r a f t  began experiencing f u e l  pressure f luctuat ion problems, 

t h a t  continued when the f u e l  boost pump was turned on, Aircraft  began 

making emergency landings a t  t he  nearest  f i e l d  and on the carr ier .  Fuel 

samples were taken and carburetors and f u e l  pumps and l i n e s  were examined, 

a l l  t o  no avail .  One a i r c r a f t  was l o s t  a t  sea due t o  engine f a i l u r e  of 

unknown cause, and then another one made an emergency landing a t  a Taiwan 

a i r f i e ld .  The fue l  pump was changed on t h i s  a i r c r a f t  and no fur ther  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  were encountered on the f l i g h t  hme. After combat operations 

had begun, two more a i r c r a f t  i n  quick succession encountered f u e l  pressure 

c l i f f icu l t ies ,  and an extensivrr investigation was begun, a f t e r  the  squadron 

downed a l l  the a i r c r a f t .  It was found t h a t  there  was f u e l  contamination 

between the f u e l  pump and the carburetor i n  several a i r c r a f t ,  and it was 

suspected tha t  the  SECO f u e l  pump was disintegrating and clogging the  f u e l  

l i ne s ,  possibly i n  the  carburetor jets.  A l l  the  f u e l  pumps were replaced 

-with Thompson pumps, and the problem ceased. However, a few days l a t e r ,  

the  squadron l o s t  another a i r c r a f t  due t o  engine f a i l u r e  of unknown sause. 

The p i l o t  s ta ted  tha t  the  f u e l  pressure warning l i g h t  illuminated a t  t he  

i n s t an t  the engine quit .  The a i r c r a f t  was equipped with the Thompson 

f u e l  pump. Since t h a t  time, no more fue l  pressure problems have occurred,, 

D. MAJOR CONVERSIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

AFC-723 was installed i n  all squadron a i r c r a f t  from 28 October t o  

8 November 1967, and from the beginning wqs beset  - d t h  problems, The 

a i r c r a f t  were inducted i n t o  special  rework a t  NAS Cubi Point f o r  ins ta la t ion ,  



D. MAJOR CONVEiSICNS AID I30DIFICATIONS (COPJTILVZD) 

~orhich included removal of t h e  p i l o t  I s  s ea t  assemblc:~, removal of some pieces 

of cackpi t  armor, reworlc of t h e  cockpit  canopy system, ins t s i l l a t ion  of t h e  

s p e c i a l  e x t r a c t i o n  roc?:et f i r i n g  anci e r e c t o r  assemblies, replacement of t h e  

7's-3 parachute with an 115-5 s e a t  t p e  chute, which required + l o t s  t o  brew 

t o r s o  harnesses, removal of t h e  s tandard headrest and i n e r t i a  r e e l  assem- 

b l i e s ,  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of var ious  opera t in2  rilechanisms f o r  t h e  Stanley 

S ,-stem. 

Zarly i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  it was discovered t h a t  phys ica l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

problems prohib i ted  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  system ldt a s  designed. These 

in t e r fe rence  problems pr imar i ly  involved t h e  -29 ampl i f ie r  bracket  a d  

t h e  *?L2-29 p r o z r m e r  i n s t a l l e d  i n  iZC-724. during t h e  previous l i n e  period, 

a l t h o e h  canopy manual openiw handles and r e a r  view mi r ro r s  had t o  be 

repos i t ioned t o  avoid i n t e r f e r e n c e  wi th  t h e  s e a t  mounting r a i l s .  

'Ti.th t h e  a s s i s t ance  of deputy CCFFAIItVJSSTPAC maintenance personnel, 

t h e  Stanley a l t e r n a t e  power source bracket  was modified t o  f i t  t o  t h e  

. - 
.i~L-29 x11plif ier  bracket,  t h e  programmer vras moved t o  t h e  forward lower 

accessory conpartment and o ther  hardware items were reworked o r  re loca ted  

as necessary. 

Other p rob lem were encountered i n  pacldng t h e  su rv iva l  equipment/ 

? )araraf t  container  due t o  i t s  smaller  s ize .  &en wi th  t h e  add i t ion  of the  

su rv iva l  eq~ipment  pockets i n  f r o n t  of t h e  s e a t  it was impossible t o  provide 



D. EAJOR CONVERSIONS AND l'ODIFICATIONS (GOT~TINUED) 

.for t h e  same quan t i ty  of equipment formerly ca r r i ed .  A devia t ion  from t h e  

prescribed packing i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided enough room f o r  t h e  su rv iva l  

equ imen t  considered most v i t  a 1  and u l t ima te ly  t h e  parachutes were i n s t a l l e d ,  

but dela;rs encountered had nostponed t h e  ~ l a n n e d  f l y o f f  t o  t h e  sh ip  u n t i l  it 

Elad a r r ived  i n  Horg irong. Tersonnel remainirg at lJAS Cubi Point  f lew t e s t  

f l i z h t s  and r a u t i n e  traininlj; f l i g h t s  from Cubi u n t i l  15 Uovember, when t h e  

sqcadron re turned t o  t h e  sh ip  with a l l  a i r c r a f t  equipped with t h e  system, 

~ i i t h  t h e  exce,otion of k ? ? o  139734, which remxined a t  XAS Atsugi, Japan, 'after 

t h e  corros ion  c o n t r o l  process. 

From t h e  t ime t h e  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  was corn~,leted p i l o t  comfort complaints 

com~enced. These complaints centered a r o ~ n d  t h e  reduced head clearance, 

harness s t r a p s  between pelv ic  bones and sez t  cushion, lack  of head support 

du r i rg  ca tapu l t  shots ,  l i rxi ted range of t r a v e l  of :shoulder s t raps ,  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  s e t  t h e  compass t o  co r rec t  headings without unstrapping, r e s u l t i n g  from 

t h e  s t r a x  on t h e  t o r s o  harness an6 r e l a t e d  s e a t  r e s t r a i n t  equipment. 

!Tumerous a t tempts  were made t o  overcome some of t h e s e  problems, such a s  

an add i t iona l  removable headrest  pad, but o v e r a l l  p i l o t  discomfort continued, 

Then on 26 November, rou t ine  removal of t h e  s e a t  f o r  o ther  maintenance 

revealed sever in?  of t h e  b a l l i s t i c  messenger assemblies under tile p i l o t ' s  

s ea t  on BuF.'o ll+2058. Eight of t e n  a i r c r a f t  inspected  showed sirni lar  

seve r i rg  and fraying.  A l l  a i r c r a f t  were grounded pending development of a 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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D. MAJOR CONVERSION AND MODIFICATION (CONTINUED) 

change which would prevent a reoccurrence. The discrepant$ was reported 

t o  higher and t o  t he  USS ORISKANY by voice radio,  where another 

A 1  squadron was using the  same escape system, Replacement messengers were 

brought t o  t he  ship by the  Stanley Technical Representative, and were 

subsequently i n s t a l l ed  in conjuction with a modification designed by AMSC 

CARLSON of VA-25, This modification incorporated t he  use of p l a s t i c  

r e t a ine r  s t r i p s  t o  maintain proper routing and r e s t r a i n t  on the  ballistic 

messengers and was approved by t h e  Stanley Representative, Photographs 

and de ta i l ed  descr ipt ions  of t h e  problem, i t s  cause, and recommended. sol- 

u t ions  welsdispatched t o  the  NAVAIRSYSCCM KQ, v i a  t he  Chain of Command, 

with t h e  s i t ua t i on  returning gradually t o  nrmrmal a f t e r  a period of inten- 

s ive  administrat ive action and message t r a f f i c  between a l l  concerned par t i es ,  

(See Documentary Annex f o r  photos of damage and s e a t  modification ) 

E& @VESORS NTS I N  TACTICS OR DOCTRINE 

I n  November of 1966, A 1  a i r c r a f t  were f l f lng d a i l y  armed reconnaissance 

missions over l i g h t l y  defended a reas  i n  North Vietnam, During t h e  preceding 

months, a l a rge  number of A i ' s  were shot do;m while aver land. A s  a r e s u l t ,  

it was concluded t h a t  the  increasing capab i l i ty  of t he  enmy defensive 

enviroment over North Vietnam precluded u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  slaw, vulaerable 

A 1  i n  an ac t ive  a t t ack  ro l e  over North Vietn(lllr, From t h a t  time on, Ai's 

were r e s t r i c t ed  t o  use outside t he  boundaries of North Vietnam, with t he  

following exceptions: 



E. (c) DEVELOPMENTS I N  TACTICS OR DOCTRINE (CONTINUED) 

1. When ordered by proper authority only, usually the SAR Team 

Commander on the Northepn SAR destroyer, A 1  a i r c r a f t  could proceed over- 

$and i n  order t o  attempt rescue of do>med aircrewmen. This was ordered 

only when an a i r c r a f t  already on the scene could s t a t e  tha t  he saw a good 

parachute, had radio or visual contact - d t h  the survivor, and tha t ,  i n  

h i s  opinion, considering enemy defense capability, a successfd  rescue 

could be affected with minimum exposure t o  the A l ' s  and rescue held. 

2. During Sea Dragon operations, when enemy shore ba t te r ies  f i r ed  

a t  the Sea Dragon ships, A l ' s  could attack overland a s  necessary t o  silence 

the enemy gunners and protect the ships u n t i l  they wereable t o  steam out of 

range. 

3. In  PACKAGE AREA ONE (North Vietnam from the DMZ up t o  about 

18~00 '  North l a t i t ude )  SPAD's were allowed t o  work only under control of a 

FAC (Forward A i r  controller ). 

It i s  evident t h a t  the Attack ro le  of VA-25 was d ras t i ca l ly  

reduced as  a result .  Less ordnance was expended and b a t t l e  s t a t i s t i c s  

were reduced a f t e r  t h i s  change. 

However, VA-25 SPAD 's were allawed t o  conduct Coastal Armed 

Recces, the prime ta rge ts  being m ' s ,  (Water Borne Logistic c r a f t )  and 

in-country missf ons i n  PACKAGE AREA ONE, the DMZ, South Vietnam, and Laos. 

VA-25's primary missions, a f t e r  November 1966, remained RESCAP, i n  which 

2 t o  4 a i r c ra f t  orbited over the Gulf of Tonkin from one t o  four hours, 
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E. (c) DEVELOPMENTS I N  TACTICS OR COCTRINE (CONTINUED) 

ready t o  speed t o  t h e  rescue of downed aircrewmen i n  t h e  event they were 

shot  down. 

(see t h e  Documentary Annex f o r  t h e  SPECIAL NEWS a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  

WAVY'S SKYRAIDER'S BOUND FOR THE A I R  FORCE," which pe r ta ins  t o  t h i s  d i s -  

cussion.) 

F. CRUISE REPORTS 

Cruise Reports f o r  t h e  1967-68 cru i se  were not  completed i n  time 

f o r  t h i s  report .  

G. SUPPLY AND LCGISTICS 

VA-25 Material  Division took on a new t-xist with advent of t h e  1967- 

1968 IBSTPAC deployment. Upon embarking i n  t h e  USS CORAL SEA, t h e  squadron 

Material  Division was turned over i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t o  t h e  ship,  and ceased 

t o  function a s  a p a r t  of VA-25, The ship  then took t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

a l l  t h e  squadron mater ia l  funct ions  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A i r  Wing requirements, 

a s  outl ined by COMNAVAIRPAC Instruction.  

Although no t  a new concept, it was nex t o  VA-25, and was met - d t h  

some skepticism. This, however, was overcome by t h e  exce l l en t  service  and 

r e l a t i v e l y  few problems encountered. 

The only apparent disadvantage i n  t h e  program i s  t h a t  a t  the  squadron 

l e v e l ,  t h e  only personnel ava i l ab le  i s  t h e  Mater ia l  Division Officer. As a 

r e s u l t ,  the  supply problems t h a t  do  a r i s e  a r e  always brought t o  t h e  a t t u n t i o n  

of t h e  Mater ia l  Division Officer .  This q u i t e  of ten  involves a good amount 



G o  SUPPLY AND LCGISTICS (CONTINUED) 

of time consuming "leg-work" t h a t  normally would be accomplished by an 

AH ra t ing  i n  t h e  division,  It a l s o  r e s u l t s  i n  delay s ince  p i l o t s  a r e  

normally engaged i n  8 hours of f l i g h t  associated e f f o r t  during each day. 

Ho CASUALTIES OF MEN AND EQUIFMENT 

EVANS, Reuben T., USN, 913 31 01, A02 suffered a broken l eg  a t  NAS 

FAllon, Nevada, during the  squadron weapons deployment i n  April ,  when he 

f e l l  from the  wing of an a i r c r a f t ,  e a r l y  i n  the  morning a f t e r  l i g h t  snow 

had f a l l e n  during the  night. During the  e n t i r e  year, t h i s  was the  only 

s ign i f ican t  on the  job i n  jury t o  VA-25 personnel, 

On 25 May 1967, HARKEY, Richard R., USN, 7'72 39 57, AE3 and 

CLENDENING, Plichael L., USN, 698 69 99, AN were involved i n  an automobile 

accident in Fresnqser ious ly  in jur ing HARKEY, who was subsequently trans- 

fe r red  t o  t h e  Naval Hospital a t  OaUand, and then t o  h i s  home. 

LT Ronald H. WILLIAMSON, $a, 624772/1310 was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  crash 

of a Piedmont Airline: a i r c r a f t  while proceeding t o  h i s  home, 19 July 1967, 

f o r  predeployment leave. 

LCDR Fred H. GATES, USN, 5%467/1310 was l o s t  a t  sea when h i s  engine 

f a i l e d  while attemptin g a landing aboard t h e  ship on 19 August 1967. 

During t h i s  report ing period, two a i r c r a f t  were l o s t  a t  sea, A i r -  

c r a f t  BuNo 137575 crashed i n t o  t he  sea e a s t  of Okinawa on 19 August 1967, 

S 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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H. CASUALTIES OF MEN AND EQUIFIGNT (CONTINUED) 

due t o  engine f a i l u r e  of unkno-m cause. Ai rc ra f t  BuNo 135390 was l o s t  a t  

sea jus t  south of Hon Me Island,  i n  t he  G u l f  of Tonkin, on 30 August 1967, 

due t o  engine f a i l u r e  of unknown cause. Double f u e l  pump f a i l u r e  was 

suspected i n  each case. 

Engine changes during the  cruise  are- covered i n  section (A),  and b a t t l e  

damage and f l i g h t  and hangar 6eck mishaps a r e  covered i n  sect ion (B). 

I. ADEQUACY OF MANNING 

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE experienced no s ign i f ican t  manning 

problems during the year. During the  shor t  turn  around period there  were 

t he  usual problems of personnel turnover, bu t  changes were programmed so 

a s  t o  minimize t he  problem. Throtlghout the  year the  squadron has been 

manned t o  i t s  authorized allowance -xith one exception. That was in t h e  

Administrative Department where t h e  squadron was manned a t  6 9  during t he  

l a s t  f i v e  months of t h e  year. Inexperienced personnel were required t o  

assume the  addi t ional  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  normally assigned t o  a senior 

pe t t y  officer.  Officer manning l eve l s  were adequate throughout t he  year 

including p i l o t s  and gaound off icers .  The squadron deployed - 4 t h  e ight  

Lieutenant Comanders out of twenty-two o f f i ce r s  assigned, which has both 

advantages and disadvantages. 

Generally, manning l e v e l s ,  both o f f i c e r  and enl is ted,  were adequate 

throughout t he  year t o  maintain t h e  squadron a t  a high l e v e l  of readiness, 
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I, ADEQUACY OF MANNIIG (CONTINUED~ 

The following o f f i c e r  personriel were promoted t o  t h e  following ranks 

during the  yeax: 
smv. NO. 

1; - BRANC H DESIGN . PROMOTED TO DATE 

John A, JORDAN 
Jimmy S. LYNNE 
Nicholas T. DARAl5JS 
Dale R. PELLOT 
Stuar t  A. SKELTON 
Robert H. HAGm 
Chkrles F. THOM I1 
Aubrey A, PSICHOLS 

U SN 
U SN 
USN 
USNR 
USN 
USNR 
USNR 
USN 

Lr 
LT 
LT ' 

LT J G  1 ~ u g u s t  1967 
CDR 1 September 1967 
LT J G  1 November 1967 
LT 1 November 1967 
LT 1 Decenber 1967 

The following en l i s t ed  personnel were a d a c e d  during t h i s  reporting 

period: 

N&IE - 
DESHAZO, R. E. 
SPm, F. G. 
I ILIMAN, D. K. 
JOFSXS, 9. So 
:;ALL, D .  L. 
FIOIiILLO, R. L. 
ITTCXELL, J. P o  
ms,  I, 
RAKER, J, T. 
GWETT, J. C.  
:ImT;P,T, L. C .  
HASHU, T. N. 
IEEBT, C . ' d i e  

KAUAIPU', C . B . 
YliIUIP3, J o  H. 
POSTZ, M. K. 
TO: LIBSON, 3. D. 
TJINTEFLS, J. F. 
HERRICK, 3. A. 
CROiYIETT, R .  J. 
DAVIS, A. A. 
LEE, D. G. 
EW%, K. D. 
SOREhrSOI\T, K. V. 
STECiART, D. R. 
YOUI'JGELOOD, 11. E. 
LAND, D. A. 
:;ILLIl'xS, R. v o  

BRANC H 

USN 
USN 
USNR 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
U SN 
USN 
U SN 
USN 
USNR 
USN 
USNR 
USN 
USN 
U SN 
USN 
U SN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 

ADVANCED TO I+ONTH 

A03 January 
~ ~ 1 1 3  
A7333 
A03 
AMH3 
PN3 
ATR3 
AZ2 
PN3 
ADR3 
Ani3 
yN3 
ATN3 
YN2 
AD132 
ADR3 
AK3 
AMS3 
AMSC 
A03 
ATN3 
ATIJ3 
ADR3 
ATN3 
ATN3 
AD J3 
AZ2 
AMHC 

UNCLASSIFIED 

April 

nugus t 

September 
October 



BRANCH ADVANCED TO MONTH 

USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
USN 
U SNR 

ATN2 November 
A S  
C SC 
ADR2 
r n R 1  
AZ2 December 
m 
a3 

The following en l i s t ed  personnel were reen l i s t ed  during t he  year, on 

t he  16th of t he  month indicated: 

mRS 
NAN3 - I.&T.IBm BRANCH RATE MONTH E;NL. FOR -- 
KATTHETI:JS, L. IT .  319 97 55 USN ANH1 JAN 4 me 
;iILI;TX4S, R. V, 974 40 99 USN AMHC 6 Yn. 
SASSOUTT,  J. No 353 0% 14 USN 1 FEB 6 YR. 
IQ:AUiiL, D . A. 321 92 76 USN CSC: 6 me 
HOGiZRTH, G. E. 388 50 98 USN AM: 6 YRO 
:;IL'DLR, G. O. 512 29 43 USN A0 1 6 YR. 
HE;KLRICK, R. A. 792 57 OO U S  AMSC J U N  4 IT-. 

J. 1 3 3 I C A L  AND DS1JTA.L ACTIVITIES 

oore A l l  VA-25 personnel were t rea ted  by t h e  U S S  CORAL S E A  and NAS Ler: 

Dental Departments with the f luor ida t ion  process. 

K. C01v3WNITY RZLATIONS AND C I V I C  ACTION 

LTJG Chuck THOM gave an informal t a l k  on F l igh t  Operations i n  the  

Gulf of Tonkin t o  t h e  Coalinga, Cal i fornia  Rotary Club on 14 June. (see 

Documentary Annex f o r  news a r t i c l e . )  



UNC WSSIlqrn 

L. A'i?ARDS, CObIICENDATION OR S P E C I A L  CON%RATULATORY E W S A G E S  UCEIVED 

The following o f f i c e r s  >and men of VA-25 were recommended f o r  and 

received the  following individual  awards. A D Z  W A U Q B  was t rans fe r red  from 

. this  cornland ~ r i o r  t o  rece ip t  of his award, consequently it i s  not c e r t a i n  

xhether t he  award recom.endation was approved by higher author i ty  and he 

actuzl ly  received it. 

NUZm BR-OJCH 

585904 USNR 

AWARD RXEIVED 

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F L Y I N G  
CROSS 
D I S T I E U I S H E D  FLYING 
CROSS,  NAVY COMlrEND ATION W AL 
D I S T I T J G U I S H i D  FLYING 
CROSS,  NAVY CONK&NDATIOM KDAL 
D I S T I N Z U I S l I E D  FLYING CROSS 
NAVY C O ~ ~ ~ U N D A T I O N  14hDAL 
NAVY C O W ~ N D A T I O N  I G D A L  
NAVY C OI4PEND ATION HF;D AL 
NAVY CONTIENDATION 1EDP-L 
S Z R E T A R Y  OF THL NAVY 
COMM.U!DATION FOR ACIiEIV&ZNT 
S X R X T A R Y  O F  'THE NhVY 
COMIti3NDRTION FOiZ A C H E I V m N T ,  
V I b T N M a S E  D I S T I E G U I  S W  
S 3 V I C E  OIlDER 2ND C L A S S  
SECRETARY O F  THZ ILVY 
C O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ D A T I O N  F O R  ACHILTENENT 
CINCPACFLZ LETTER 03 
C O I Q ~ r n D A T I O N  
CINCPACFLT L E T T E R  O F  
C Ol~DEND A T 1  ON 
CINCPACFLT LETTEE OF 
C O N  ,ENDATION 
C I N C P A C F L T  LETT= O F  
C OP!3UND ATION 
VIETNAMESE D I S T I N G U I S H E D  
S E R V I C E  ORDER 2ND C L A S S  
SINGLE STRIKZ A I R  MZDAL 

LCDR 

L T  JG 

6902 1 0 USNR L T J G  

669 584 USN 
656487 USN 
669269 USN 
6 5 7 1  82 USN 
660843 USN 
650366/6852 USN 

STONE, J. C. 685243 USNR L T J G  

ATC 

692 11 10 USN 

669 1 2  61 USN 

6 6 1 2 6 1  USN 

L T J G  

All of the  p i l o t s  received from two t o  f i v e  air medals, f o r  flying com- 

ba t  missions i n  t he  Vietnamese area. (see t h e  Documentary Annex f o r  Congrat- 

u la to ry  Messages received.) 
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I n  t h i s  case, a ItLastM, VA-25 i s  the l a s t  A-1 swadron i n  the  Navy 

t o  deploy operationally, The SPAD has been used continuously by the  Navy 

for 20 years, and VA-25 i s  t h e  l a s t  squadron t o  t r ans i t i on  t o  the  use of 

a newer, more modern type a i r c r a f t ,  i n  t h i s  case, t h e  Am Corsair 11, 

VA-25's f i r s t  deployment with the :I-1 was aboard the  USS CORAL SEA i n  1948 

on her maiden vo:iage. It is f i t t i n g  t ha t  i t s  last deployment i s  a l so  with 

the USS COfZ.'ii SEA, now the  landingest a t t ack  c a r r i e r  i n  t h e  Navy with almost 

180,0001andings. (see the Narrative Section fo r  d e t a i l s  of the  ceremony 

comrlemorating vA-25'~ 20 years  with the A-1, held on 9 June 1967.) Upon 

completion of the  1967-68 cruise, VA-25 w i l l  t r an s f e r  the  A-1 Is t o  the  Air 

Force, who \Jill use them i n  l i g h t l y  defended areas of South Vietnam and 

Laos, (see Documentary Annex f o r  news a r t i c l e , )  

N. PUBLICITY RSLELASES ~ ' L T I I G  TO TKE COMKAID 

On Msch  5, 1967, KMJ-TV, Fresno, California,  covered t he  a r r i v a l  of 

tile COBAL SEA a t  Albneda from her 1966-67 bl%STPAC cruise, and interviewed 

th ree  of VA-25's en l i s t ed  personnel, ASM2 Tom W. REID, 483 61 22, USN, 

ADR3 Milford E. TOI.NEy 681 79 75, USN, and Berwyn G. STEmy A02, 353 56 78, 

USN. These filmed interviews l a t e r  appeared on DIJ-TV. 

The 20th Anniversary Celebration of Ut i l i za t ion  of t h e  A-1 by VA-25 

was covered on KIM-TV, Fresno, on 9 June, and broadcast throughout the  

San Joaquin Valley. 

See a lso  t he  Documentary Annex f o r  !Jer.!s Art ic le  re la t ing  t o  the  Commando 



UNCLASSIFIED 

0,  DISTIIGUISHED VISITORS 

On 9 June, ADM. Fred Z. BAKUTIS, COtFAIRALAMEDA, YP* N. A. CmHUT, 

Vice-President of Douglas Aviation, Yi. Ed HEINEMANN, Chief Eagineer of 

Douglas, and I l r .  L. J .  DEVLIN, one of the  Co-Designers of tk  A-1 Skyraider, 

vere &Tong the llonored p e s t s  of the  20th Anniversary Celebration of VA-25's 

use of the  r e l i ab l e  and ve r s a t i l e  a i r c r a f t ,  (see Documentary Annex f o r  

photos . ) 
P o  SPECIAL C ~ O N I S S  

14 A p r i l  - VA-25 held a personnel inspection, a s  a pa r t  of t h e  annual 

'~OI~IF.~IIZALA1G3DA ADMLlT Inspection, and followed it with an awards ceremony, 

i n  which VA-25 o f f i c e r s  and men received awards earned during t h e  previous 

year. 

9 June - VA-25 held a 20th Anniversary Celebration of the  use of tk 

A-1 S!qrraider, 

21 July - 8 Wemorial Service was held a t  t h e  NAS Lemoore Chapel f o r  

LT Ronald li. ?;ILiI24SON, who was k i l l e d  i n  the  crash of a Piedmont Airl iner.  

21 August - On the  hangar deck of tk USS CORAL SEA, VA-25 held a 

lIemorial Service f o r  ~ D R  Fred H. GATES, who was k i l l ed  when h i s  a i r c r a f t  

ditched a t  sea  a f t e r  suffer ing an engine f a i l u r e .  

1 October - I n  change of Commd Cerriionies on the hangar deck d t h e  

USS CORAL SEA, CDR Cl i f ford  E. CHUnCH, Jr. re l ieved CDA James D. BURDEN, t o  

the theme song from the  novie, I1Those Magnificent Men i n  t h e i r  Flying 

Ilach: nes. 

18 October - LT James !T. MCGE3 and LTJG John C. STOI:X received the 

Vietnamese awards presented b-r high ranking members of the South Vietnamese 

mi l i t a ry  i n  ceremonies on the  hawar  deck of t h e  USS CORAL SEA, 



P, SPZIAL CERENONIES ( C ~ N T I I J U ~ D ~  

It has been the  policy of the command t o  award a l l  promotions an3 

advancemeds, and t o  r e e n l i s t  VA-25 personnel i n  t he  prescence of all the 

avai lable  personnel so the  dur i ig  the year the squadron held many of these  

small ceremonies from time t o  time. (see Documentary Annex fo r  photo of a 

tarpica1 squ:,dron advancement ceremony.) 
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