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A. CHRONOWGICAL HIGHLIGHTS 1966 

1. 10 JANUARY 1966. AFTER AN EJCTENDED HOLIDAY LEAVE PERIOD F O W N G  

THE 1965 MIDJAY CRUISE TO SOUTIEAST ASIA, V L 2 5  GOT DWl TO SERIOUS BUSINESS 

AND BEGAN I T ' S  1966 TRAINING CYCLE ON 101 JINUARP 1966. 

2. 1-ll FEBRUARY. SQUACRON PILOTS CARRIER QUALIFZED ON THE 

USS CONSTEIyLbaON. 

3. 15-16 FEBRUARY. COW-A BECb) AN ~ N I s T R A T I o N / M A ~  

INSPECTION ON ~ ~ 2 5 ,  WHICH RE- A 92.9, OR EXCELLENT. 

4. 21,FEBRUARY. AN ALL HANDS PARTY WAS HELD AT THE LENOORE CPO CLUB, 

I N  WHICH NWU ALL THE O F R C H I S ,  NEN AND TJiEIR WIVES PARTICIPATED. 

5. C H  VA-25 HELD AN AWARDS CE1ZEK)NP, FOR AWARDS EARNED DURING 

THE PAST CRUISE, AND AN OPEN HOUSE I N  TI@ WGBR AT LEE%DORE. 

6. 25 MARCH. A SPECIAL AWARDS CEREIDNII WAS HELD, IM WHICH MRS. CAROLINE 

G M ,  WIDOW OF LClX HAROLD E. GRAY, WAS PRESENTED WITH AWARDS POSTHUPBDUSU 

AWARDED LCZR GRAY. 

7. 2 APRTL. ENSIGN JAMES A. SINGLETXRRY WAS INVOLVED I N  AN AUTOMOBILE 

ACCIDENT I N  WHICH HE R E o  FATAL INJlfRIES. 

8. 1 2  APRIL. CAPTAIN mDSTUN, COMWMXNG OFFICER O F  NAS =IRE, 

PRESENTED CDR ETTINGER, COMMANMNG OFFTCER OF ~ ~ 2 5 ,  THE w~~~~ MILEY 

THE ~GOLDEH HULEu I S  A GOLD PAINTED TOW 'LRAC'IOR AWARDED EACH QUARTER TO 

THE UEJIT WITH THE BEST WUND SAFETY RECORD. 

9. 13 APRIL. I N  A CHANGE O F  COMMAND C-NII CER "BILL" STODDARD 

m E V E D  CIR HARRY ETTINGER AS COMMANIX% OFFICHI. 

10. 15 APRIL -22 APRIL. ~ 1 ~ 2 5  AND ~YIR WING TWO PARTICIPATED IN 

"OPERATION GRAY QiOST.' 
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11. 23 APRIL - 14 MAY* VA-25 DEPLOYED 'IQ N U  F U N  FOR WEBPONS 

DELIVERY TRAINING. 

12. 2&30 MAY* SQUADRON PIIDTS QUEED FOR CARRIW LANDINGS ABOARD 

THE USS CORAL SEX. 

13. 16 JUN - 1 JUL* CARRIER AIR WING ThR) HELD A hWPOHS TRAINING 

EXERCISE WHILE EMB- ABOARD THE CORAL SEIL. 

1 2 JULY. CORAL SEB HELD A DEPEWEBITS DAY CRUISE, S A I K N G  FROM 

-A. ~ ~ 2 5  P A R ~ C I P A ~  IN CVW-2 D ~ N S T R A ~ O N .  

15. 8 JULY* C O W  SEA, CVW-2 AND VL25 HELD ITS OPERATIONAL =MESS 

D C I S E ,  OPERATION "BELAYING PIN*' 

16. 29 JULY. W B m  IN USS CORAL SEA, THE SQUADRON GOT UNDEEWAY 

FOR WESTPAC 1966-1967 CRUISE. 

17. 2 AUGUST. OPERATIONAL READINESS INSPECTION BEGAN, WITH VA25 

R E C E D I N G  HIGHEST GRADE OF ANT UNIT ON mE SHIP WITH 94.49. 

18. 2-5 AUGUST. LIBERTlf I N  HONOLULU! 

19. $4 AUGUST. STOP AT Y O K O S ~ ,  JAPAPI FOR DEBRIEF mm CVW-14 OF 

USS RANGER. 

20. 22 AUGUST. STOP AT NAS CUB1 PT, PHILIPPINES MIR MIRE DEBRIEFTNGS, 

DEPARTING 26 AUGUST FOR YAIJKE;& STATION* 

a. 26 AUGUST. USS CORAL S&A SUFFERS ENGDIEEBING CASUALTY, FORCING HEB 

RETURN To CUB19 AND THEN BACK TO YOKOSUKA. 

22. 31 AUGUST. THE SHIP W ~ G O E S  REPAIRS, AT US YOKOSUKA WHILE THE 

AIR WING FLIES OUT OF NAS ATSUQ. 

23. 8 SEPTE#BHZ. SQUBDRON AGAIN DEPARTS FOR YA- TEAM 0PP;RATIONS 

ABOARD CORAL SEA. 
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2 13 SEPTEMBER. THE SQUdCWON'S F'IHST DAY O F  OPERATIONS ON YMJICEE 

STATION. LCDR Ra M e  RAUSA BND L T  C. W e  W'AU)II PllRTICIPATgD I N  A SUCCESSFUL 

RESCUE OF A DOWNES USAF F-105 P ~ T  IN LAOS IE ACTING AS BACK-UP SAR UNIT 

ON THE SCENE. 

25. ib SEPTEMBER. SECOND MY OF CONBAT. ~~25's COMMANDING OFFTCER, 

CDR "BILL" STODDARD SHOT L W N  AND LOST AT SE& CUR JdMES BURDEN, THE EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER AS3m COMMAND. 

26. 12  OCTOBER. CDBZ BURDEN LOGGED CORAL SEA'S 159,000 W J D I N G .  

27. 12  OCTOBW. L T  DEWE WOODS SHOT WWM BY 'GNEMT WOUND FIRE I N  

C E N R U L  NORTH VIETNAM, AND SUBSBQUENTLY CAPrlXEWl. 

28. 14) OCTOBW. DEPARTED MIR NAS CUl3I PT, AFTER 36 W S  ON YANKEE 

STATION. 

29. 31 OCTOBW- DEPARTH) CUBI FOR YANKEe STATION. 

30. 6 NOVEMBW. LCDR W H  SMITH AND ENSIGN (LTJG) LARRY GARDINHI 

ENGAGED I N  A SUCCESSFUL RESCUE OF DOWNED AIR FORCE PILOT ESCORTING RESCUE 

HEM INTO AND OUT O F  ENEMY -TORY. 

31. 8 NOVMBW. CDR J I H  BURDEN IX)GGZD HIS 100l!H CORAL SEB LANDING 

TO BECOME V L 2 5 ' S  F'IRST CORAL SEA 'CENTURION.' 

32. 18 NOVEMBER. L T J G  BRUCE MARCUS N-Y ESCILPED B;EING SHOT DWN 

BP RUSSIAN B U I L T  SURFACE TO AIR MISSUS. 

FLIGHT DECK ACCIDENT WKEEl A ROCKET POD FELL FROM A FOLDED LlH WING DURING 

34. 11 NOVEMBEX. L T J G  JIM XXNNE AND L T J G  LAWT GARDIMER LOCATED A 

CORAL SEA L 4  W T  WWN IN THE WTER A T  M G H T  AND EF'F"ECTED HIS RESCIE.  
- 
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35. 4 PECEWW. THE SHIP AGAIN DEPARTE3D FOR NAS CUBI PT. WITH THE 

S O N  EMBBRHED. AN AWARDS CEREMINP WAS EIE9 ABOARD SHIP FOR A I R  WING 

OFF'ICWS, IN WHICH THEII WERE PRESEW'XZD WITH AIR HEDAIS EARWED DURING THE 

LAST AT-SEA =OD. 

36. 20 DECE;MBEX. TFIE UNIT bRRIVED fN HONG ICONG FOR A SIX DAX STAY 

OVER THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 

37. ZB DECEPIBER, THE SQUBaZON EXBAJWD I N  COlUU a ONCE AGAIN ARRIVED 

ON YANKEE STATION FOR OPERATIONS. 

UNCLASSIRED 
ENCLOSURE (1) 



. .  p ' . '  ' 
*. ' + * ,-.!.,v 

U ' N c L A s S I f l a  5 r r*'  

B. BBSIC N m m  

1, C O W  ORGAWZAnON AID RBLalTONSr 

A. COHMANDING OFFICERS AND D A W  O F  COMEeAM). COMHlWDER IMRRlt E m  

ETTINGER, USN, 504133, COMHAUDIF9 ATTACK GQUACRON TWIENTY THROUGH IDST 

O F  ITS R R 3 T  COMBAT CRUISE, WHICH ENDED ON 22 NOV'EHEtER 1965, AND WAS RELl3VED 

ON 13 APRIL 1966 BY C0MMANI)EX C. W. mBILLm STODDARD, E N ,  521996, I N  d SPECIAL 

CHANGE OF COMMAND C-NP HH9 AT NAS LEMlORE, CBIITFORNIA, COMMANDER STODDARD 

COMMANDED THE SQUAIIRON THROUGH THE RENBINDER OF THE TRAINTNG CYCLE AND OPERATIONAL 

READINESS INSPECTION. ON 14 SEPTPiBW 1966, DURING THE SECOND DAY OF COMBAT 

OPERATIONS CDR STODDARD WAS KILLEX) I N  ACTION I N  WORTH VIETWL TIIE EgECUTIVE 

OF'FICHI, COlNiWDER " J W  BURDEN, USN, 506760, IrsslRBD COMMAND I ~ T E I J I ,  

AND SINCE THEN HAS R E M Q I m  I N  COMMAND. V1L2SgS PRESENT HCECUTNE OFFTCW 

IS  COMM4NDER "CLIWCHURCB, USN, 532711. 

=RE, CALIFORNIA, THE HONE OF MANX K G H T  ATTACK SQUdDRONS. UPON FLEXURN I N  

NOVEMBER FROM ITS 1965 WESTPAC COMBAT CRUISE, V L 2 5  RETURNED TO LEWORE, AND 

REM4IWED THERE UNTIL DEPmED TO NMS FALIIIN, NEVADA, FOR A WE;APONS TRAINING 

MERCISE AND COMVETITIVE E X W C I S E  FROM 23 APRIL TO 14 MAY. THE SQUADRON 

REWilXED AT LEMDORE EXCEPT FOR SHORT DEPUJYMENTS ABOARD THE USS CORAL SEA 

UNTCL 13 JUNE, WHEN THE COMMAND WAS ECMBlWEED I N  THE COW SEll FOR THE 

ReMBZWG PRED-T TRAINING EXWCISES. ON 29 JULY, THE CORAL SEX 

SAILED FOR HAWAII, THE FIRST LEG O F  I T S  1966-1967 WESTPAC CRUISE. 

C. MISSION AND FUNCTZON OF COYP41WDt CHANGES DURING THE YEAR bM) 

AUTHORI$'Y FOR THEM. THE M S S I O N  OF ATTACK SQUADRON TWENTY F'IVE IS THAT OF A 

CARRIER ATTACK SQUADRON WHICH I S  TO CONDUCT OFFEISSIVE AIR-RLSURF'ACE ATTACK 



(U) OPERATIONS WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON NUCLEBR WEAPONS DELIVERY. VL25 

IS  ASSIGNED THE FOLLOWING OPERATTONU TASKS: 

(1) (U) DESTROY ENEMY NAVAL UNITS AND SHIPPING. 

( 2 ) ( U )  DEMDLISH ENEMY INSTALLATIONS INCLUIXNG AIRCRAFT BND 

SUBMARINES AT THEIR BASES. 

(3 ) ( U) SUPPORT AMPHIBIOUS OR LAND COMBAT OPERATIONS, 

(c) I T  I S  F'ITTING TO NOTE THAT DUE TO THE UNIQUE NATURE OF THE VlETNaM 

CONFLICT V L 2 5  HAS EMPLXTPED SEXERAL SUBSI- TECHNIQUES 'MAT FAU UNDER 

THE GENEIiAL CATEGORY OF SUPPORT OF AMPHIBIOUS OR LAND COMBAT OPWATIONS. 

THESE ARE WELt S m T E D  TO THE CAPABILITIES O F  THE L 1  AIRCRAFT, AND INCLUDE 

RESCUE COMt3AT AIR PATRDL (RESCAP) AND NAVAL GUNFTRE SUPPORT. THE "SPADa I S  

ABLE TO SEARCH FOR DOWNED PILOTS FOR LONG PERIODS O F  TIME AND THE24 RENAIN 

OVE3W3AD FOR EXTENDED PEZIODS AND PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR HIM WITH I T S  

ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF FI- AND THE CAPABILITY O F  ACCURATE D E U W K a  

FURTHER, TIE L 1  CAN ESCORT RESCUE HELfCOPTEEiS WITH COMPARATIVELY SLOW 

SPEEDG TO THE SCENE, WKU;E CONTIWALLY PROVIDING PROTEC'EON FOR THE HE[;T;. 

COPTER AND CREW. W ADDIITON TO THIS CAPABILITY, THE "SPA,IY' CAN ACT AS 

SPOTTERS FDR NAVAL GUNFIRE, DIRECTING FROM THE VANTAGE POINT OF A L T I m ,  

ACCURATE GUNFIRE AGAINST HOSTllLE TARGETS. THE SPATS ARE ALSO ABLE TO PROVIDE 

INSTANT RETALIATION AGAINST SHORE BATTFKU3S EXGAltED I N  C O U W T W m  AGAINST 

PARTICIPATING S H D S .  

D.(T) COMPOSI'EON OF COMH~NJI.~ V L 2 5  HbS BEGN FLYING FOR MBNY YEARS 

THE RELIABLE DOUGLAS L l H  SXXWDEX ,2 NICKNAWD BY P I K I T S ,  THE "SPAD. 

1 VA-25's complement of off icers  and mn as of 31 December 1966 can be found 
i n  the documentary annex of  this report. 2 see documentary annex for a 
photograph of the L 1 H  wSXYRAIDERe" 
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CURRENTLY V&25 IS ASSIGNED TWELVE (12) AIRCRbFT, N.E 571 SHROUGH 582, 

BUREAU blUDBRS ARE: 

NE 572 137 593 9 8  139 803 

573 139 713 579 139 821 

574 139 779 580 139 734 

575 137 517 NE 581 139 680 

2JE 576 139 780 582 135 275 

2, OPI&RATZONS AND ACTIVITIES, 

A. AFTER APPROXIMATELY ONE IDNTE'S LEAVE F O U M I N G  THE 1965 WESTPAC 

COMBAT CRTJISE, V A 2 5  BEGAN ITS TRAINING CYCLE I N  EARNEST ON 10 JANUARY 1966. 

I N  EEBRUARY 1966, V L 2 5  SPADS ENGAGED I N  C m W  QUUIFTCATIIOWS ABOARD USS 

CONSTELUTION, ONE OF THE NAVY'S NEWEST U R G E S T  RAmPS. TBE CONSTELLATION 

WAS ON HEX SHAKED&JN URIlISE PDIUWING AN EXTENSIW SU l@NTH OVERHAUL PERIOD, 

ON 15 AM) 16 FEBRUARY, C O ~ ~  CONDUCTED TEIE SQUMROI'S ANNUAL 

AJMINISTRA~VE/MATERIAL INSPECTION. A MRY IaSPECTbBLE QWE O F  92&, OR 

EXCEZLEXT, WAS ASSIGNED, AS bU HANDS WORKED VERY BARD I N  MAINTAINING V L 2 5 ' S  

IRAMTIONAUY HIGH STANDARDS. DURING m NEXT FEW ~ T H S  ~ ~ 2 5  FLEW MIGHT AND 

DAY TO TRAIN FOR TIfE FQR'I'HCOKCNG WESTPAC CRUISE, AND ON 13 APRIL 1966, CCR 

B U L  STODDARD BECAME COMMANDING OFFICER, 

FROM 15 APRIL M 22 APRIL, AIR WING TW AND V A 2 5  PARTICIPATED I N  OPWATION 

"GRAY GHOST," AN H W C I S E  VERJl S I M U R  TO THE OPERATION, "BSLUlNG PIN," MENZTONED 

LATW IN I B I S  REPORT. AIR WING AIRCRAFT ACTED AS "AGGRESSOR FORCES" DURING TEiE 

WBXJX)NG m C I S E ,  SIMULATING ATTACKS AGAINST SHIPS OFF SHORE, AND AGAINST 

AIRCRAFT ATTEMPTING TO PENETRATE 1- OFF THE COAST OF CALXFQRNIA. 
+ 

7 UNCLASSIFIED 
ENCLOSURE (1) 



ON 23 APRIL, V . 2 5  MOVED I T S  OPWAllCONS TO HAAS F U N ,  NEXADA, FOR 

AN INTENSIFTED THREE WEEKS O F  TRAINING IN COMTQJTKONAL W P O N S  DFLIVERY 

TECHMQUES. HIGH WINDS AT mE TIME PIAXED HAVOC URI THE EFFORTS O F  THE 

PIUTS TO ACIUWIZ THHR "E'sn DURING THE GRADED COWPETIT1:VE EXERCISE. 

ON 28 MBT THE SQUAIRON GOT I T S  F I R S T  IMlg AT ITS B H  HOME, THE 

USS CORAL SEA. DAY AM) NIGHT CARRIER QUALIFICATIONS WEZU3 CONDUCTED ABOARD 

TKE CBRRIm, WHILE THE NUCLEUS O F  'ME SQUAELON REMINED AT -RE* THIS 

ARRANGEHENT kJAS SHORTLIVED, HWEXFX, AND THE SQUdDiRON DEPARTED NAS 

EXBARKED I N  CORAL SEA ON 13 JUNE TO RWAIN ABOARD FEBRUARY 23, 19670 

OPERATING OVT OF ALAMEDA WITH ATTACK CARDER AIR WING ntlD m, C O U  SEA 

PARTICIPATED I N  A WEAPONS TRAINING EXERCISE OFF THE SOlJTHEU CAKFORNIA COAST 

UNTIL THE IQJD O F  JUNE. AT TIES 'ITME, CORAL SEA RETURNED TO ALAMEDA MANY 

OF THE SQUAIZRON PERSONNEL WENT ON WQ;L EARNED LEAVE AND LIBERTY OVER A LONG 

INDEPENDENCE MY WEHCEM). 

THE CORAL SEA CONDUCTED VARIOUS EXERCISES I N  JUIg INCLUDING OPERATION 

wBEUYING EN," W I C H  SIMULATED THE TACTICAL ~~ ANTICIPATED I N  

VIETNAM COMBAT OPERATIONS. THE CHOCOLATE MUNTAIN BND 'IWENTIC NINE PAUG 

TARGET COIPLEXES WERE UTILJZH> FOR THIS EVOLUTION* Vk25'S GRADE MIR THIS 

OPEBATIONAL READINESS E B R C I S E  WAS 94, WHILE THE AlCR WING RECEIVH) A 93.5 

AT 0800 ON THE 'TWENTY-NINTH OF JULY THE SHIP GOT UNDERWAY FUR I T S  

WESTPAC COMMITMENT. A GOOD PART OF THE CREW TOOK A F3CEEbL UX)K AT THE 

SAIi FRANCISCO SKXLINE AS CaRAL SEX PASSED BEHEAT% THE GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE, 

A COURSE WAS S E T  FOR HAWAIIAN YATERS, AND ALL HANDS HQDIG FTNAL PREPARATIONS 

FOR THE FORTHCOMING OPERATIONAL FEAEDWS INSPECTION, 
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THE ORI BEGAN ON 2 AUGUST AND CONTINUED FOR FTK3 DAYS DURING WHICH 

VA-25 SCORED 94.4 FQINTS, THE HICHEST GRADE ASSIGNED TO AN AIR MING IWD 

S Q U m N .  TWO DAYS O F  L I B W T P ,  INTERSPEWED DURING TJXIS PEZUOD, PROVIDED 

TIME FOR VTSITS TO HONOLULU AND W A I K I K I  AND ON 6 AUGUST THE SHIP BEGAN I T S  

LAST LEG ON I T S  JO'CIRNa TO THE FAR EAST. STOPS WH;tE MADB AT UVAL STATION 

YOKOSUKA WEIWE AN EXCHANGE OF BRIEFINGS NTH THE USS FLANGE3 WAS HELD PRIOR 

TO RANGER'S RETURN TO CONUS. CORAL SEA THEN E90vIp) SOUTH TO NAS CUBI POINT, 

PBILIPPINES, FOR MXN BRIEFINGS AM) ON 26 AUGUST THE SHIP DEPARTED FOR YAN[CEE: 

STATION I N  THE SOUTH CKINA SEA. 

THAT SAME DAY, HOWEAQR, DURING NIGHT FLYING OPERATIONS, THE CORAL SEA 

SUFFWED AN ENGINEGRING CASUALTY. A BLASE FRlH ONE O F  TKE SHIP'S SCREWS 

FAILED AND IMPgCTED ON THE SHAFT O F  TlIE AWACENT P R O P E l X R e  MAJOR REPAIRS 

WWE REQ-, AND AFTER AN ABBREYUTED STOP !THAT mQIT AT CUBI POINT, 

CORAL SEA KMPED BACK TO YOKOSWA. 

THE AIR WING DEPLOYED I T S  A I R C '  TO NAS ATSUGI WEIIL& YARD Wi)RKEXS 

PERFORMED THE DEMANDING TASK O F  REPLACING TRE DAMAGED SHAFT AND ALL lV.R 

SCREWS I N  A RECORD n G H T  DAIS. CORAL SEA DEPARTED YOKOSUKA ON 8 SlPTE%BER, 

ARRIVED ON YANKEE STATION E V E  DAYS LATER, AND UUNCH&D THE FTRST COMBAT 

SORTIES O F  IIE DEPLOYMENT ON THE H3RNING O F  THE THIRTEENTH. 

ON THIS F I R S T  DAY OF OPERATIONS A USAF F-103 P I X I T  EJECTED OVER EASTEXN 

HELICOPTER ACROSS NORTH VIETNBN NEAR CAPE ME RON. L T  EIARTMAN, A VIETNAM 

VETERAN, GAVE THE LEBD TO LCDdZ RAUSA, WHO WAS OH HIS FIRST COMBAT F'LIGHT, 

LT HARTMAN'S RADIO BEW MALFUNCTIONING. TfDE ESCORTED THE IIHX3 TO THE 

SCENE, BUT REWINED OUT OF THE 1-IATE VICINITP O F  THE XMNED P I L O T  WKfLE 

. s 
ESCORTED THW HELICOPTER BACK 11) TIB b O F  TONKINe3 

UNCLASSIF'IED 
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: NEXT DAY WHEN THE C O W I N G  

OFFTCER, COMMANDEEi STODDARD, WAS SHOT DOWN BY A RUSSIAN BUILT SAM MISSILE 

AND LOST AT SEA A FEW MILES OFF THE COAST AT VINH, A HEAVILY DEF'EMIH) CITY 

IN CENTRAL NORTH VIETNAM. HE HAD REEN ON AN ARhiED REXONNAISSANCE MSSION. 

H I S  WINGUN, LCDR RALPH SMITH SUCCESSFULIX E V .  SURFACELTO-AIR M f S S a E S  

BECAUSE O F  CDR STODDARD' S TIMELg WARNING. THE EEECUTIVE OFF'ICER, COMMANDER 

JAMES BURDE2J 3BBDIATEUC TOOK COMMAND WITH NO LETUP I N  THE PACE O F  OPEUTIONS. 

(c) SQUAIlRON PILOTS WERE ASSIGNED TWU PRIMARX MISSIONS I N  OPERA'lTONS 

AGAINST THE NORTH VIETNAMESE .. RESCUE AIR PATROL (RESCAP) AND ARMED 

RECONNAISSANCE (RECCE) . ON RECCE MISSIONS V A 2 5 ' S  Lll S ATTACKED HIQIWAY 

AND RAILROAD BRIDGES, SUPPLY AREAS, BARGES, AND FLEEXlNG TARGEXS SUCH AS 

TRUCK CONVOYS. EXCEPT FOR I m Q U E N T  WEZATKER D I M Z T  FLIGHTS INTO LAOS, 

PIUTS WEXtE PRIMARnY ASSIGNED STRIKES I N  CENTRBt NORTH VIE?l!NAM I N  THE AREAS 

ENCOMPASSING H I W A Y S  l A ,  15 AND 116. S'UPPIX-CARKYING BARGES AND MOTORIZED 

JUNKS SPOTTED ALONG THE COAST& WATERWAYS WERE ESSENTIAL TARGETS AND WDZE 

H I T  ON AN ALKIST DAILY BASIS. 

(u) DURING T H I S  F'IRST PERIOD ON YlUJrCEE STATION COMMANDER BURDEN LOGGED 

CORAL SEX'S 159,OOOTH L A N D ~ N G . ~  1R*= AGAIN STRUCK WHEN, ON 12 OCTOBER, 

L T  DlUNE WOODS MAS H I T  BY ENElvDI QlOUND BTU3 DURING A RECCE MISSION ABOUT 

TWENTPIaVE (25) MILES INLBM) FROM THE COAST FROM HON ME ISLAND. HE BAILED 

OUT OF HIS STRICKEN AIRCRAFT AND LANDED ON A HILL BENEATH A TALL THICK JUNGIJ3 

CANOPY, CONCENTRATED RESCUE EFFQRTS DURING TRE NEgT SMERAL DAYS FAILED AS 

ENEMT TROOPS CWSED I N  ON THE DOWNED PILOT AND HEZICOPTERS WERE UNABLE TO 

PLUCK L T  bKlODS F'MlM DANGER. AT ONE POINT, JUST AS THE HEW WAS WITHIN A 

4 see documentary annax fo r  a photograph of the 
cake cutting ceremony of t h e  1 - ~ , 0 0 6 t h -  landing, 

CE!- .A§S/~~~ 



FEWYARDS OF HIS POSITION FOR PICKUP, LT WDOIXS V U T L Y  ORDERED THE RESCUE 

HELICOPTER AND L l ' S  TO DEPART THE SCENE 1MIEMATQ;T BECAUSE O F  THE PROXIX'IY 

O F  WELLARMED ENEMlt mPS WHO COULD HAVE EPJDAN- THE AIRCRAFT. WITH HIS 

EMERGENCll W I O  DEAD AND HIS SIGNAL FLARES DEPUTED, THE SAR (SEARCH AND RESCUE) 

EFFoRT WAS RELUCTANTLY BUT NECESSARIU TERMINATED. ( I T  HAS SINCE BEEN LEARNED 

THAT L T  WOODS IS  W A CAPTIVE O F  THE NOBTH vDRNMBB. HE HAS WRITTEN AT 

LEAST ONE LETTER HOME TO LET HIS F U L L Y  lDW EIE IS  I N  GOOD HEbLTE AND BEING 

WEU TREArn) 

ON 16 OCTOBER, LTJG NICHOLS, ACTING AS WIN- MIR LCDR SMTTH I N  ANOTHER 

AIDS. WHJZN OTHE2t L l  AIRCRAFT WERE MIRCED TO LJ3AVE THE SAR SCENE, HE ESCORTED 

A NAVY RESCUE HELLCOPTER I N  OVW AN OWZRCAST CWUD LEE2t, AID MADE A O U D  

PENETRATION INTO UNFAMIfiIAR TERRITORY USING AU'K)EMTIC DIREC!€TON FINDING 

EQUIPHENT A 6  AN AID. ON ARRIVAL HE MADE REPUTED ROCKET AND STRAFING RUNS 

SUCCESSFWLU PREVENTING ACCURATE W U N D  #IRE ON THE HEZJCOPTER. ALTIIOUQI THE 

RESCUE ATTEPIPT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL, HE SUBSEQUENTLY ESCORTED ZHE HESX) SAFE3.X TO 

SEB. L T J G  NICHOLS EXPERIENCED A SEVEREI;P ROUGH RUNNING ENGINE SHORTLY AFTER 

DEPARTING THE SAR SCENE, BUT WAS ABLE TO MIQ3 I T  S A W  BACK TO THE SKIP. AS 

A RESULT O F  THIS ACTION, HE WAS SUBSEQUEWTIS AWARDED TBE DISTINGUISHED FLYING 

CROSS. 

ON 19 OCTOBW, AFTW 36 DAYS ON STATION AND OVHZ 40 AT SEA, CORAL SEUL, 

PHILIPPINES. TAE WELCOHE CHANGE O F  PACE TNWE WAS CONCLUDED dFTER NINE DAYS 

AT WHICH TIMZ CORAL SEA AGAIN DEPARTED FQR YANKEX TEAM OPERATIONS. 
*r 



ROLE I N  DELAYING PsDVEWNT O F  EhlPIlC TRAF'FIC tOldARD SOUTH lKlETNAH WAS INSTRUMENTAL 

M THE WAR EFFORT. THE "SPADU PIIDTS WERE H I T  BT ENBMlC F'IRE NEARIX TEN TIMES 

I N  THE FTRST OPERATING PEFUOD, BUT Ml l INTDWCE CREWS, WORKING AROUND THE CLOCK, 

PATCHED UP HOLES AND REPAIRED DAMAGE WITH A SPGED AND EFF'ECTIVENESS WHXCH 

KEPT AIRCRAFT AVAILABILITY AT A STEAM HIQI. 

V L 2 5 ' S  SECOND ON-THELUNE PWIOD BEGAN ON 31 OCTOBER AND CARRIED ON 

MUCH THE SkME AS THE FIRST. ON 6 NOVMBW, LClB SIETH: AND ENS (NOW LTJG) 

GARDINE3 WERE INSTRUMWTAL I N  THE RESCUE O F  AN A I R  FORCE FTLOT BROUGHT DW4 

INLAND BY HOSTILE GROUND FIRE. WEATEIER CONDITTONS HSU UNFAVORABLE AND THE 

RESCUE WAS CARRIED OUT I N  HDUNTIIINOUS 'T5WIN. LCHi SMITH SUCCESSFULLS EVADED 

ENWY GROUND F'IRE DURING TRANSIT TO THE SAR RACING DAXLIQIT HE OBTAINED 

A SUCCESSFWL PICKT.JP I N  THE TKIIJGHT. BL'IXOUGH ELRED UPON HE SUCCESSFULLY 

ESCORTED HEW:COPTER BACK TO THE RESClJli DESTROYER DURING DARKNESS. IIB 

P I W T  WAS EVENTUW RETURNED SAFE AND ~J~ TO HIS B A S .  

C O ~ N D W  BURDEN, COMMANDING OFFICW OF ~ ~ 2 5 ,  RECORDED HIS loom CORAL 

SEB LANDING, BECOMING V L 2 5 ' S  F I R S T  CORAL SEb "CENTURION," ON 8 NOVEHWSR 1966. 

LTJG J. S. LYNNE (NOW LT) AND LTJG L. E. GARDINER, WHILE ON A NIGHT FLIGHT 

ON Il NOVEMBER, DIXWJ!ED TO SEBRCH FOR A CORAL SEA h3) PmMT WHO EJECTED FROM 

HIS STRICKEN AIRCRAFT NEAR THE COAST AT NIGHT. THB TM) AVIATORS SOON 

LOCATED THE P I I D T  AND AI31ECTED A NAVY TO TElE SCENE, A PROMPT 

AM3 PROFESSIONAL RESCUE WAS SOOM EFFECTED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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(c) A MAJOR TURNING POINT I N  THE CRUISE FDR VA-25 CAME ON 18 NOVEMBER 

WHEN LCDR J. D. EXRET AND LTJG B. G. meus WERE ITRED UPON BY  ma^ RUSSIAN 

BUILT SAM'S (SURFACE TO AIR MISSILES) J U S T  WEST O F  HON BQ3 ISLAND, AND E V E  

(5) MILES l3ILAND. TW M f S a  MPLODED VEICII NEAR LTJG MARCUS'S AIRCRAFT, 

BUT HE WAS ABLE TO AVOID DAMAGE TO KTS A]arCRAFT THROUQI A THOROUGH KkWLEDGE 

AND PROFES3ION.L MECUTION O F  TACTICS WHZCH 6NABUD HM TO ESCAPE FROM THE 

SUPEELSONIC lfISSILES. AT THIS SAHE TI=, THE WEXTHER I N  TBE GULF OF TONKIN 

AND OVER VIETNAM BEGAN TO WORSEN, S W I O U S I X  HBMPEXING A C T I V I m .  ALSO, I N  

THIS PERIOD SEVEZU SPADS FROM OTHER SQUADRONS WQU SHOT THIS COEI&ICNATION - 
OF BAD WEATHHl AND RAPIDLY D m P R J G  A N T I A I R m  DEFENSES I N  NORTII VIETNAM 

LED TO THE RESTRICTION O F  ALL L 1  AIRCRAFT TO RESCAP DUTIES, COASTAL RECCE'S, 

WEATHER DNES2TS TO LAOS, AND C O N T R O  BOMBING I N  THE VICINITY O F  THE DMZ 

F'LEXT,a THAT THEY NO WNGER AIUWED OlGR ANY PART O F  #QRTH VIETNAM, - 
EXCEPT I N  CASE O F  AN ACTUAL RESCAP OPERATION. TO FILL I N  THE GAP DUE TO 

BAD WEdTHER AND THE NEW RESTRICTIONS, V L 2 5  ASSUMED 'ME NEW ROLE O F  NAVAL 

GUNFIRE SUPPORT. THIS INCLUDED ACTING AS SPOTTERS FOR NAVAL GUNElRE 

FROM DESTROYERS STATIONED OFF-SHORE J U S T  NORTH O F  TFE DHZ. THIS INCLUDED 

MRECTING E R E  AGAINST COASTAL SHIPF'ING ATTEWTING TO RUN SUPPLIES INTO 

SOUTR: VIETNAM BY SEA. THIS  M S S I O N  WAS IHPLEWNTED AT THE START O F  THE 

THIRD AT-SW PERIOD. 

(U) ONCE WRE TRAGHlJI STRUCK wHE3l ON 26 NOVWBER, PETTII OFFTCER 

H O L K E  B. RUSSELL, USN, 2905991, WAS CRUSHED TO DEATH ON 'l'5E F'KGHT DECK 

WHE3 A 500ZB U U  3A ROCKET POD FEU ON HM AS HE WAS WORKING ON V L 2 5  

AIRCRAFT NUWBER 580. 



(u) THE SECOND AT-SU PWIOD ENDH) ON 4 DECEFIBEX, AND CORAL SEA AGAIN 

HEADED FOR SUBIC BAY FOR A WELL EARNED REST. AFTER mRE THAN A WBEK I N  

SUBIC BAY CORAL SEA BEGAN A VOYAGE THAT "r0 rOST OF THE: OFICKERS AND MEN 

WAS TO BECOME A HIGHLIGHT OF THE CRUISE. ON 20 DZENBHZ CORAL SEA DROPPED 

ANCHOR I N  HONG KONG HARBOR FOR SIX (6) MENORABLJ3 DAYS I N  ONE: OF THE WORLD'S 

HOST FAMIUS C I T I E S .  AF"IER SPENDING CHRISTMAS DAY THEE5 AND AFTW VALIANT 

ATTEMPTS TO *BUY OUT" THE MERCHANTS OF HONG KONG AND KOWWOW, CORAL SEA 

AND VA-25 WERE AGAIN UNDERWAY OM 26 DECEMBR FOR HEB THIRD AND LAST !TIME 

ON YANKEE STATION DURING THIS CRUISE. 

(u) BY 28 DECEMBER C m  AIR WING TW AND VL25 WERE AGAIN CARRYING 

OUT OPERATIONS AGAINST NORTH VEl"l', AND TEIE PACE OF OPWATIONS WAS ROUTINE 

TO THE LAST WORKING DAY OF 1966. 

3. (c) SFECML TOPICS. 

A. OPV1ATIONAL STATISTICS. FROM THE FIRST DAY ON YBNICEE $$dM OPERATLONS 

TO 31 DECEblBER 1966, VA-25 "SPAD' Sa EXPENDED A TOTAL OF 2,239,791 POUNDS OF 

ORDNANCE. 

DURING THE ENTIRE YEAR VL25 FLEW 3331 FLIGHTS AND AMASSED 7596.5 

FLIGHT HOURS. TOTAL CARRIE3 WINGS C M  TO 1355. FLIGHT HOURS BY 

MONTH ARE LISTED BELOW. 

JAN 367.7 MAX 697.3 1021.7 

FEB 372.4 JrJN 59.7 OCT 704.8 

#AR 714.1 JUL 515.4 NOV 1087.8 

RPR 723.1 
W e ?  DEC 426.8 

NFdRLX 1& OF THE HOURS FLOWN AFTER SE;PTMBm LOGGED AS COMBAT TIHE. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

Be CASUALTIES OF  MEN AElD EQUIPMENT* 'ITE M)LIDWING OWICERS AND MEN 

OF ~ ~ 2 5  GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE SWVICE OF TEIEIR COUNTRY: 

ENS JAMB A. SINGLETERKY, USN, 685960 

AHH3 HOLIJX B. RUSSEU,  USN, 2905991 

cm c. w. STODDARD, WIT, 521996 

cm STODDARD WAS AN ABLE AND COURAG~US LEAD=, WHO ENTERED mm BATTLE 

WITHOUT FEAR FOR HIS OMN SAFETY. ON MANY OCCASIONS HE PRESSED ON WITH 

HIS ATTACKS EVEN THOUGH W TARGET WAS HEAVIIX DEFENDED BY THE E m *  

C U t  STOUDARD WAS NOT SATISFIED UNTIL HIS ME3 WWE COMPLETHg QUALIFIED 

I N  EVERY RESPECT TO GO INTO BA'ITLE WITH THE FOES O F  THE UEJITED STATES. 

FUR HIS COURAGE AND LEADERSHIP IN BATTLE, THE OFF'ICERS AND MEN O F  V L 2 5  

ARE PROUD TO HAVE SERVED UNDW HIS COMMAND. 

AIRCRAFT I D S T  FROM ENEMT ACTION. 

&1H BUREAU NUMBER 139756, PILOTED BII CDR STODDARD, SHOT DOWN 

AND LOST AT SEA BY RUSSIAN BUILT SAM MISSILES ON 14 SEP'EZBEXt 1966 NEAR VINH. 

AlH BUREXU NUMBER 135323, PILOTED BP L T  WOODS, SHOT DOWN BY 37MM 

A N ' l l U I R W  GUNS ON 12 OCTOBER 1966, ABOUT 25 MILES INLAND FROM HON ME ISLAND. 

N O R  AIRCRAFT COMBAT DAMAGE. 

AlH BUREBU NUMBW 135323, W R Y  EARLY I N  THE CRUISE WAS R I T  BY A 

37MM ANTIAIRCRAFT SHEU I N  TIE PORT OUTBOARD WING. EIGHT SQUARE FB3T O F  

UPPEX AND LOWER WING SKIN WAS REPLACED, A?lLl TKE AFT SHEkR WEB CAP tlAS REPAIRED 

I N  260 MAN HOURS. 

C. PERSONNEL, INCLUDING ADEQUACY OF MANNING LFVEL, REIDJLISTMENT RATES, 

ETC. REXNLISTMENT RATES I N  1966 SHOWED FOUR (4) MEN ON F'IRST TERM REEM[;TSlTNG - 
U I J c L A s S I m  
ENCIDSURE (1) 
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AND '1WP) C m  MEN "SHIPPING OVEX." W W  IS  A LISTING O F  PAY W E  

ADVANCEMENTS DURING 1966. 

e g  1 2  E-7 1 

EL4 21 EL8 0 

E-5 4 E-9 1 

E-6 1 

15 MEN, OUT O F  20 WHO IW)K THE TEST, HAVE PASSED THE HIGH SCHOOL 

GED W N A T I O N S  DURING THE PAST YEAR* 

D, AWARDS, COMMENDATIONS, OR S P E C W  CONGRATULATOKT MESSAGES RECEIVED. 

SQUADRON PILOTS RECENED NUHEZOUS AIR MEP)ALS FOR NMEKCTORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT I N  

AERIAL FLIGHT A S  PILOTS ATTACHED TO ATTACK SQUADRON 'IWENTY FTVE,m AND 

LT C. W. HAEtTMAN, USN, 66W3 RECHVED SILVW STAR FOR HIS PART I N  THE 

MIG KILL O F  TEE P r n O U S  CRUISE* 

SEE THE DOCUMENTARY ANNEXES FOR A SPECIAL CONGFtATULATOKY MESSAGE ON A 

RESCUE OPERATION L T  (NOW L C m )  R o  M a  R A W  AND L T  C* W e  HARTMAN PARTICIPATED 

I N  ON V L 2 5 . S  F l R S T  DAY ON Y m  T E U  OPERATIONS* SEE ALSO THE DOCUMENTARY 

AN- FOR A COPY O F  THE CITATION AWARDED TO V L 2 5  BY THE UaS, NAVY OFFICE 

OF INFORMATTON FOR ONE OF 30 EXEMPLARY MIUTARY PERIODICALS I N  A I Z E U  O F  500. 
- 

ALSO INCLUDED I N  TflE ANNEX IS A COPY O F  TKAT PERIODICAL, A NEWSLETTER, OR 

WHAT V L 2 5  CBLLS, A "FAMIUGRAMow 

V L 2 5  IS ESP=- PROUD TD HAVE WORN, PAINTED ON THE S I D E  OF EACH 

AIR CRAFT^ IN IRE SQUADRON, A LARGE qW FOR EXCELJXNCE, DURING THE ENTIRE 

YEAR 1966, AS A RESULT O F  WINKING THE BATTLE EFFICIENCY AWARD I N  1965, 

BWARDED TO THE MDST OUTSTANDING SQUADRON OF ITS TI[P% I N  mE NAVY. THE 

COMPETITION FOR THE IS ICEEN AM) C m  GRADED EN EACH AND EVERY 

AREX OF EMIEAVOR. 
16 
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E. SPECIAL CEREWNIES. ON 5 HARCH, THE SQUAIXON HELD AN AWARDS 

CEREMONY AND OPEN HOUSE. INCLUDED WBS A PERSONNEL INSPECTION. MANY OF 

THE OFFICERS AND MEN R E C m  FINAL DECORATIONS FOR OUTSTANDING PENQREIZ. 

ANCES DURING THE 1965 CRUISE. ITFTEEN OFFICERS AND TWELVE ENI3STED MEN 

RECEIVED AWARDS. AKING THEM WERE TWD DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES, TWELVE 

A I R  MEDALS, THIRTEEN NAVY COMMENDATION MEDALS, TWO SECRETARS O F  THE NAVY 

COMMENDATIONS FOR AC-NT, AND ONE P'URPLE HEART. THE ENLISTED MEN 

RECEIVED NINE GOOD CONDUCT MEDALS AND ONE NAVY COMMEMIAlTON FOR ACHIMBi;  

MENT AWARD. 

ON 25 MARCH THE SQUAHLON CONDUCTED A SPECIAL AWARDS C-NY I N  

TRIBUTE TO A FORMER SQUADRON HATE, LCDR HAROLD E. GRAY, JR., WHO LOST 

HIS LIFE ON A COMBAT M S S I O N  OVER NORTH VIETNAM ON 7 JULY 1965. HIS 

WIDOW, MRS. CAROLINE GRAY OF COLUMBUS, GEORGIA, AILING WITH LCIR GRAY'S 

PARENTS AND mERS OF HIS -UTE FAMIIS ATTENDED THE C-He 

C O W E R  H. Em ETTINGER MADE POSTHWIOUS PRESENTATIONS TO MRS. GRAY O F  

THE DISTINGUISHED FIXING CROSS WITH A GOLD STAR I N  L l 3 U  O F  A SECOND AWARD, 

AN AIR MEDAL wrm GOLD STARS IN LIEU OF SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH AWARDS, 

AND 'ME PURPLE HEART. 

IN EARLY APRIL ~ ~ 2 5  HEZD A MEMO= SERVICE IM -CE OF ENSIGN 

JAMES A* SIIW3TERFtY, KILLED I N  AN AUTOIDBILE ACCIDEMT I N  THE IONTH. 

THIS SERVICE WAS HELD AT T B  NAS -RE CIUIPEL. 

CAPTAIN BOYDSTUN, COMMANDING OFFICFXZ OF NAS ISMOORE, PRESENTED THE 

"GOLDEN MULE" TO 'IRE SQUADRON ON APRIL 12. TRE "GOLDEN MULE" IS SYMBOLIC 

O F  M C E L I J B C E  I N  SAFETP CONCXRNING I R E  OPERATION OF m U N D  SUPPORT EQUIPf 

MENT (YELLOW-VEHICLES) AT NAS LEIDORE. SELM)M IS THE AWARD ACHIEVED BY ANY 

OF TKE FLEET UEJITS AT NAS LEIDORE, AS THE FUG SQUADRONS USUALLY WIN THE AWARD. 

U N C L A S S I ~ E D  
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AN IMPRESSIVE CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMDNP OCCURRED I N  THE S Q U m N  ON 

13 APRIL A3 COMMANDER Ce W* STODDARD "FIYEETED UP" TO REZLWl3,t C O H & U I D ~  

H e  E e  ETTINGER AS COMMANDING OFFICER O F  ATTACK SQUAEtON TWENTY FIVE* 

THE NEXT CEREIQNY TO BE HELD I N  THE SQUADBZON U S  ON 20 SEPTEMBER 

WHEN ALT, OF THE OFFICERS AND MBN G A m m  ON THE F U G H T  DECK OF USS CORAL 

sIU6 TO SAT A LAST FAREWELL TO THEIR COMMANDING OFFICER, COMMANDW C. We 

STODDARD, WHO WAS SHOT DOWN AND K I D  ON THE SECOND DAY O F  OPERATIONS, 

TKE AIR WING AIRCREWS GATHERED ON THE HANGAR DECK ON 4 DECEMBER TO 

RECEIVF A I R  mALS AWARDED FOR THE FIRST AT-SEA PERIOD OPERATIONS* ALL 

OF THE PILOTS WHO FLEW I N  THAT PElRIOD FtEICHVED ONE AIR MEDAL, 

ON 5 DECEMBERA MElrlDRIAL SERVICE WAS HELD ON THE F U G H T  DECK FOR PETTY 

OFFTCER HOLIJX B. RUSSELL WHO WAS KILLED ON 26 NOVEMBER IN A FLIGHT DECK 

ACCIDENT. 

F. SOCIAL FUNCTIONS. THE SQUAEtON HELD AN AIJ, HANDS PARTY ON Zl. 

FEBRUARY I N  ORDER TO CELEBRATE A SUCCESSFUL CRUISE WITH THEIR FAMILY 

AND FRI:EXiD$. I T  WAS IRlJLY AN OUTSTANDING PARTY, HELD AT TfIE AIR STATION 

CPO CLUB AND FEATURING A DELICIOUS BUFFET SUPPEXt WITH LIVE MUSIC FOR 

DANCING AND P m T Y  O F  LIQUID REERESHIENTS. 

MOST OF THE SQUADRON OFFICEZU ATTENDED A PARTY SPONSORED BY THE AIR 

WING, WITH SHIP'S COMPANT OFFICERS AS THE GUESTS, AT THE ALAMEDA OFFICERS 

CLUB I N  JUNE* 

DURING THE WESTPAC CRUISE, THE SQUAaRON HELD SEVERAL "REST AND REUX- 

AITONN PAR'I1[ES, THE MIST NOTABLE BEfNG TKE "ALL HANDS BEACH PICNIC PARTP? 

AFTER THE SECOND AT SEA PERIOD* THIS  WAS HBLD AT A BEACH AT NAS CUB1 POINT* 

6 see documentary annex for two 18 
photographs of the memorial service 
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C. LESSONS LEARNED, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

HERE M3LLDWS COPIES OF VL25 CRUISE REFORTS FOR THE PTRST 'PWC) AT SEA 

PERIODS OF THE 1966-1967 WESTPAC CRUISE, WHICH CONTAIN A THOROUGH STUDY 

O F  LESSONS LEARNED, WITH RECOMMENDAnONS, 

ATTACK SQUADRON 'FE.IENTY FNE CRUISE REPQRT 1'3 SEPTEMBER - 19 OCTOBEXi 1966. 

1, GiaEu& COMMENTS: 

I T  I S  CONSIDERED THAT A GREAT DEAL WOULD BE GAINED I N  INITlCAL SQUADRON 

FMLJ.AFUZATION WITH THE COMBAT AREB, I F  'lW0 SENIOR PILOTS SUCH AS THE 

EXECUTIVE oFFICER/OPEBATIONS OFF'ICER CANE TO YANKEE STATION DIRECT FROM THE 

om. BY F Z ~ P J G  3 OR 4 FUGHTS wrm s ~ s m  SQUADRONS THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO 

ORIENT AND UPDATE THEIR S Q U W N  ON THE CURRENT YANKEE TEAM SITUATION. THE 

COSTS O F  SUCH A I J A I S O N  TRIP MOULD BE SMALL I N  RELATION TO THE BENEFirTS 

GAINEXl, THE NORTH VIETNAM ENVIRONMENT HAS CHANGEJ) SO MUCH AND I S  CHANGING 

SO RAPIDIX THAT THIS APPROACEI APPEARS WRE VALID THAN EVER* 

2, OPERATZONS: 

A. LESSONS LElllRN'ED: 

Al AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT FIX INTO THE SAM ENVEU)PE ON ARRECCE MISSIONS 

WITHOUT SUPPORT. 

COMMENT: 

CURRENTLY Al AIRCRAFT ARE RESTRICTED FROM OPERATION WITHIN HIGH 

THREAT ENVEIDPES WITH THE EXCEPTION OF RESCAP. 

RECOMmNDAnON : 

bl'S CAN SUCCESSFULLY FI;P: INTO SAM ENVEIX)PE, I F  PROPERLY SUPPORTED 

BY ECM AND IRON HAMI AIRCRAFT, ON RESCAP, PREPUNNED STRIKE AND 

INTERDICTION m S S I O N S ,  

19 
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B. LESSONS LEARNED: 

CURRENT HIGH THREAT MSSILE S I T E S  AND HEAVY CONCENTfUTTONS O F  AAA 

MUST BE KNOWN AT ALL TTMES. 

COMMENT: 

MTSSILE S I T E  NEAR HA TINH DESIGNATED HIGH THREAT ABOUT 15 S E P W E R .  

NO FUR= A C ~ V I T T  NOTED U N ~  TGA) MISSILES rn ON 29 SEPTEMBER. 

CURRE3T INTEXUGENCE I S  REQUIRED AT ALL TIMES I N  ORDER TO PEWIIT  

EFFECTIVE OPERATIONS. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

PROVfTZE W R E  ELINT AND PHOTO COWRAGE OF THE SOUTHERN PAJEMJDLE. 

AWARENESS O F  THE THREAT AND GOOD HEAD WORK WOULD A U O W  MORE SUCCESSFUL 

RECCE AND INTERDIC'JZON AROUND THIS AREA. ONCE MISSILE S I T E S  HAVE 

BFZN LOCATED, LAUNCH IRON HAND MISSIONS TO DESTROY THE EQUIF'BNT. 

C. W N S  LEARNED: 

ACCURATE RADAR ASSISTANCE FROM E2/E1 AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS IS  NECESSARY 

WHEN WDRKING AT NIGHT OR UNDm LXrW V I S I B I K T Y  (5NM) CONDITIONS, 

COMMENT: 

PIRAZ SHIP "ON" STATTON WITH GOOD TACAN I S  HIGHZlY BENEFICIAL* AltS 

HAVE BEEN GINEN S T E W ' S  FROM E2'S  THAT HAVE BEXN AS MUCH AS TWENTY 

(20) KCLES IN ERROR. E2 RADAR I S  EXCn;r;ENT lQR EN AND CONTROL OF 

AIRBORNE AIRCRAFT. BECAUSE OF ITS DESIGN, I*AND MASSES ARE NOT WEU 

DEFINED N X I N G  I T  ALPlDST IMPOSSIBLE FllR E2 CONTROLLERS TO GIVE O m E R  

AIRCRAFT (IXIW F l X E B )  ACCURATE VECTORS TO LAMI POINTS, 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

ALL CODED NAVIGATION POINTS BE STANDARDIZED W N G  OPERATIONS YAM[EE 

TEAM RADAR STATIONS: EAlF, a B ,  EZA, PIRAZ, SAR DD'S, 

'DEC(i~~\~ \ED 
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COULD PROVIDE ACCURATE RADAR ASSISTANCE TO RECCE AIRCRAFT I F  AN 

APPROPRIATE RADIO FREQUENCY WAS DESIGNATED MIR 'MIS USE. 

D. LESSONS LEARNED: 

OY1 NIGHT HAWK AIRCRAFT ARE VERY ADVANTAGWUS I N  UCATING TARGETS 

O F  OPPORTUNITY BUT OV1 PILOTS ARE NOT AWARE OF THE AIR DEFENSE 

SYSTEMS I N  NVN. 

COMMWT: 

DECISION TO ATTACK DESIGNATED TARGETS MUST BE W E  BY FLIGHT LEADERS. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. OV1 PILOTS BECOME MORE FAMILIAR WITH NVN AIR DEFENSE SXSTEHS 

( SAM/AAA). 

2. E2'S DO NOT GIVE VECTORS TO TARGFTS U N T U  REQUESTED BY ATTACKING 

AIRCRAFT. 

3. NIGHT HAWg OPERATIONS BE EXTENDED TO PROVIDE DAY TIME COVERAGE. 

DAYTIME BACK COUNTRY USE MAY PROVE INTERESTING. 

E. LESSONS LEARNED: 

TO AVOID MISUSE OF AVAILABLE ORDNANCE, ORDNANCE LOADS MUST BE MADE 

mRE COMPATIBLE WITH K S S I O N S  ASSIGNED. 

COMMENT: 

ORDNANCE HAS BEEN WASTEFULIX JETTISONED BECAUSE EXCESSIVE FUEL AND 

ORDNANCE LOADS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED WITH NO MISSIONS AVAILABLE. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. ARRECCE MISSIONS SHOULD CARRY APPROPRIATE ORDNANCE AND FUET, FOR 

THE MISSION - - NOT DOUBLE CYCLE ON A SINGLE MISSION WILE3 AERIAL 

RESPOT IS  UTILIZED SINCE MORE OFTEN THAN NOT ORDNANCE WIU HAVE TO BE 



2. INTERDICTION H I S S I O N S t  I.E.9 HRIDGE BUSTING, ROAD CRATERING, ETC,, 

S H ~ U L D C ~ B R P ~ M ~ ~ ~ A M D ~ ~ E ~ ~ ~ P ~ ,  ~ o ? ~ B O L I B S S H O t & D  

CARRY TIME D W E D  FUSES, AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE SCHEDULED FOR SINGLE 

CYCLE OPERATIONS WITH 100 GALLONS EXTEEWL FTEL. 

3. RESCAP MISSIONS SHOULD CARRY FULL EXTERNAL FUEL, BE SCHEDULED 

TRIPLE CYCLE CARKYING EZTHER 4 LAU 32'5, 2 LAU3'S, OR 2 LAU 10's 

(PEeEFWRED) WITH VT FUSED HEADS. THIS WOULD PERMTT THREE (3) HOUR 

ON STATION TIME FOR EBCH SECTION MUNCHED. THEREPORE, O N I g  2 SECTIONS 

P E B  DAY COULD COVER THE SHIPS RESCAP COMMITMENT. 

4. SPECIAL/STRIKE RESCAP SECTION SHOULD BE LAUNCHED EARU ENOUGH 

TO B E  ON STATION ($ HOUR P R I O R  El J E T  LAUNCH), THEY SHOULD BE 

mum WITH 2 mu 10 wrm VT ~ S E D  1x32 WAREIEADS AND 4 MU 32 OR 

2 LAU 3. FUEL LOAD SHOULD BE 1 0  G U N S  EKTWNAL, SCHEDULED FOR 

SINGLE CYCLE. T H I S  SECTION WOULD GO I N  F I R S T  TO LOCATE THE DOWNED 

AVIATOR OVER LAND AND PROTECT IfDi. THE ~ ~ 1 1 6 ,  RESCAP, AtREAM 

AIRBORNE, WOULD ESCORT TRE RESCUE VERTCLE TO THE SCENE, PROTECTING 

I T .  

F. W S O N S  LEARNED3 

A1'S  COULD BE EFFECTIVELY UTILIZED I N  A C U S E  A I R  SUPPORT ROLE. 

C0-T: 

DUE 'ID THE HIGH W L N E R A B I U T Y  O F  U ' S  I N  A SAM ENVIRONMENT, I T  I S  

W I B L E  TO UTILICZE THEM TO U m 3 S T  C A P A B I U T T ;  I.E., HEAVY 

ORDNANCE LOADS, LONG STAXING POWER, ACCURATE TARGET ACQUISITION 

AND DESTRUCTION* 
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R E C O ~ Z I O N :  

SORTIE COMPETITION BE'IWEEN SERVICES SHOULD BE DISPENSED WITH AND 

THE ASSIGNED UNITS SHOULD UTILIZE THEZR AVAaABLE RESOURCES TO 

THECR DESIGNED COMBINED CBPABII3lTES,  THEREBY ACCOMPLISHING THE 

ASSIGNED GOALS AS A TEAM RATHER THAN AS AN INDIVIDUAL SERVICE. 

G. LESSONS LEAFWED: 

SAR COORDINATION BEWEXN SURFACE TJMITS AND AIEtBORNE UNITS IS SO= 

WHAT LESS THAN OPTIMUM. 

COMMENT: 

SURFACE SAR UNITS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO STATION RESCAP/SAR AIRCRAFT 

I N S I D E  THE KNOWN SAM ENVELOPES AND CONTROL THEM ON RADIO FREQUENCIES 

OTHER THAN SAR PRIMAKlI OR SAR SECONDNtY. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

1. CONTROL ALL RESCAP/SAR AIRCRAFT ON TIB S M  FREQUENCY, PREF'ERAELY 

SAR PRIMAKY. 

2, ALZXYW RESCAP/SAR AIRCRAFT TO STATION THEXSEZVES I N  ACCORDANCE 

WITH KNOW REQUIREMENTS. 

3, SURFACE SAR UNITS SHOULD BE COGNIZANT O F  ENEMY AIR AND SURFACE 

DEFENSES. 

4, RESCAP AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE PEEiMITTED TO M3NI'KlR ATTACK PRIMARY 

FREQUENCY DURING STRIKES. 

5. SEXLOR RESCAP PILOT ON STATION SHOULD HAVE A UNIVERSAL CALL SIGN; 

I.E., nGUARDIBN.m 

23 



H. LESSONS LEARNED: 

A1.S HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO AERIAL RESPOT. 

COlW3NT: 

THIS IS  BAD FOR CREW AND PILOT MORALE. I T  I S  ALSO FATIGUING TO 

PILOTS INVOLVED. 

RECOPIMENDATION : 

THIS MISSION SHOULD BE DELETED F R O M 8 1  CAPABILClTES. I F  DECK LOADING 

REQUIRE3 AERIAL RESPOTS, A REMaEhJ OF AVAIU3J.Z DECK SPACE SHOULD BE 

MADE WITH AIRCRAFT REASSIGNED AS NECESSARY TO PWMTT MORE FAVORABLE 

OPERATDtG CONDITIONS. 

I. WBSSONS LEARNED: 

COORDINAEON BETWEEN THE CARRIER'S STRIKE, APPROACH, TOWER AEJD PADDLES 

I S  LESS THAN DESIRABLE. 

COMMENT: 

AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO REPORT ORDNANCE AND EMEZGENCIES 

TO ALL AGENCIES. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

C m  CONTROLLING AGENCIES RELAY THIS  I N F O R M A ~ O N  TO ALL PERSONS 

CONCERNED. W N  PILOTS REPORT "MU4T13ALLIa THEY SHOULD NOT BE 

REQUIRED TO REPORT HUNG/UNEXPENDED ORDNANCE. 

J. LESSONS LEARNED: 

EAlF'S HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED TO FLY SINGLY. 

COMMENT t 

ONE AIRCRAFT WAS LOST WHEN ALL ELECTRICAL POWER FAILED FORCING THE 



RECOMMENDAnON: 

OlJE A1H FLY ESCORT WITH 2 LAU 3/32 AND SAME FUEL A S  EAlF WHEN 

POSSIBLE. 

K. LESSONS WNED:  

SPECIAL RESCAP FXIGHTS MTJST BE PROVIDED WITH THE MOST SUITED HELO. 

COMMENT 

ONE KNOWN RESCUE ATTEMPT PROBABLY FAILED BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF A 

HEM SUITED TO THE MISSION MHILE THE PROPW HELO WAS AVAILABLE BUT 

NOT FUELED TO ENTER THE SAR AREA AT THE NECESSARY TIME. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

PRE-PLANNING AND COORDINATION MUST BE EFF'ECTH) BETWEEN ALL SAR 

UNITS. WJ3WXEt POSSIBLE, IJl'TUZE THE P I I O T S  WHO ARE FAMILIAR 

3. MAINTENANCE: NO COMMENT* 

4. ORDNANCE: NO COMMENT. 

5. ADMINI@TRATION: NO COMMENT. 

6. s ~ ~ ~ ~ l r t  NO COMMENT. 

ATTACK SQUADRON lWENTY FIVE CRUISE REPORT 31 OCTOBER - 3 DECEMBER 1966. 

1. GENERAL COMMENTS: 

WITH THE EXCEPTION O F  THOSE I T E m  LCSTED I N  2 BEUW, THIS  ON-LINE 

PETUOD PROGRESSED I N  A RELATIVEU SMDOTH MANNER. GENERAL SAFETY PRACmCES 

REQUIRED THE POSITIVE ATTENTION OF ALL BANDS, PARTICUWLRL;Y I N  F U Q I T  DECK 

AND HANGAR DECK OPERATIONS. 

2. OPERATIONS: 

A. LESSONS LEARNED: 
v. 

CONDITION I RESCAP REGARDLESS OF AIRCRAFT SP 



. 
DECUSSIRED 4 

I F  THE AREA TO BE COVERED I S  UKPRO'I33CTED AT THE PDMENT O F  NEZD. 

C O W N T :  

P W T  E J E O  OVER WATER BUT NEAR SHORE AND THE WINGMAN WAS UNABLE 

TO PROVIDE PROTECTION. JUST KMENTS PRIOR TO THE CONDITION I AIRCRAFT 

ARRIVING ON THE SCENE, THE P I U T  WBS PICKED UP BP JUNKS BND TAKEN ASHORE. 

R E C O ~ T I O N  : 

UTIIZZE ANT APPROPRIATEU ARMED AIRCRAFT I N  THE AREA (EVEN IRON HAND 

I F  NECESSARY) TO HOLD THE JUNKS AT BAY U N T U  TAE RESCAP AIRCIiAFT 

ARRIVE ON SCENE. 

Bm LESSONS LEARNED: 

SPECIAL SAR EFFORTS FOR C O M B I m  AIR WING ALPHA STRIKES (ONE, TWO 

OR MORE AIR WINGS PARTICIPATING) ]MUST BE HI- COORDINATED. 

COMMENT: 
R L U L t  

AS A b OF DIRECTTON RECHVED FROM THE SAR COORDINATOR (HARBOR 

HB$m) A MULTIPLE AIR WING S m  HAD AIR WING A'S SPECIAL RESCAP 

COVERING AIR WING B'S SlRIICE AND VICE VERSdL. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

EACH AIR WING BRIEF  AND POSITION I T S  RESPECTIVE SPECIAL SAR UNITS, 

WITH CROSS BRIESING AS hIECESSAKT MlR OTHER SIRIKES. DO NOT COMMIT 

TOO MAM: SAR AIRCRAFT. HIGH PO= SETTINGS CAN CUT A SPAD'S 

E N D M C E  MIASTIC=. hTTH SPADS ON STATIOM, CONDIEON II OR 111 

MILL BE SATISFACTOKY FOR THE RESCAP RESERVES. 



Co LESSONS LEARNED: 

0CCASIONA.T.U STRIKES ARE C A . N C m  WEElU SPECIAL RESCAP HAS BEXN 

PR3EPOSTEDo 

COMMENT: - 
IDW FLYING SAR UNITS ARE UNABLE TO HEAR A RECALL OR CANCELLATION. 

IN SEVERAL INSTANCES THE SAR AIRCRAFT WEXU JUST PLAIN FORGOTTENT 

RECOMMENDATION: 

CONTACT THE SAR DD NEAREST THE SPECIAL RESCAP 08 MHF FOR RELAY O F  

INFORMATION ON UHF. PLEASE DON'T FORGET US. 

3. MAINWIUJCE: NO COMMENT. 

40 ORDEANCE: NO CObDENTo 

5. BDMINI$TRATION: NO COMEIENTo 

6. SAFETYa 

A. LE$SONS LEARNED:? 

THE UNNECESSARr DEATH OF A YOUNG MAINTQTANCE PETTY OFFICER WAS THE 

RE$ULT O F  THE I N A D m T E N T  RELEASlE OF A 431 POUND ROCKET POD OFF AN 

COhPIENT: 

1. THE FACT MISTS THAT THE TWENTY YEAR OLD 81 AIRCRAFT HAS AN 

AERO 14 E BOMB RACK MANUAL RELEASE SETUP WHICH HAS NOT BEEW PROPEXLY 

REGARDED AS AN ACCIDENT WAITING TO HAF'PEN. 'THIS IS  EXIDENCED BY THE 

NOGEXISTENCE OF A REQUIREMENT FOR A SAFETY GUARD OR WARNING ON SUBJECT 

27 
7 see documentary annex for photographs - - 
bf the subject l&er and adjacent area 
the wing butt 



DECLASSIFIED -- 

2. WHENEVE;R THERE IS  ORDNANCE WADED ON THE AHlO 14 E RACKS AND 

THE WINGS ARE FOLDED, THE MANUAL RELEASE LEVW IS  EASILY ACCESSIBLE. 

ABOARD SHIP THIS MEANS THAT INDIVIDUAL COULD WALK UP TO A UADED 

Al AND THROUGH MALICIOUS INTENT, IGNORANT C W l I O S I T P  OR AN UNPLANNEXI 

ACTION CAUSE THE RELEASE O F  A C O N m E R A B L E  AM3U.T O F  ORDNANCE. 

RECOMMENDATION: (WHICH HAVE BEEN OR ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED) 

1. ALL SUBJECT MANUAL RELEASE LEVERS BE PAINTED RED AND STENCILED 

"DANGEII - MANUAL RELEASE.m 

2. ADVERTISE THE DANGEXUIUS CONDITION THROUGHOUT THE SQUAIBON V I A  

LECTURES AND PICTURES. 

3. USE THE ACCIDENT AS A NUNS O F  PROMITING A HIGKER REGARD FOR 

SAFETY THROUGHOUT THE SHIP U T I L I Z I N G  TNE SHIP'S PLAN-OF-THELDAY. 

4. INFORM AIL OTHER Al AIRCRAFT CUSTODIANS O F  THE DANGEROUS 

CONDITION WHICH PREVAILS. 

5 SQUAIRON MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL ATTEMPT TO DEVISE A SAFEXY GUARD 

FOR SUBJECT MANUAL RELEASE LEVWS WHICH WOULD BE SATISFACTORY FOR USE 

DURING THE FAST TEMFO O F  COMBAT OPERATIONS. 


