VA6549=3(5)/RGB3 jbr ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: 85-49 New York, New York

1 April 1949
13'1-5gaﬁ S Cammanding Officer.
To: The Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation History Unit Op-5198),

Subject: Squadron History Supplement No. 11,
Reference: (a) Aviation C/L Tl-4b.

Enclosure: (A) Squadron History Supplement No. 11 for quarter ending

31 March 1949.

1. In accordance with reference (a), Enclosure (A) is
submitted herewith.




VAe5/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office

Serial: New York, New York
. ENCLOSURE
DE%@H
| Part 1
Supplement No, 11 Chronogy
L. Physical movement of Unit:

(a) During Jamuary 4, 1949 the Squadron was aboard the U.S.S.
Midway (CVB-4l} for a two months cruise to the Mediterranean

Area,
(b) On 5 March 7, 1949 the Squadron disembarked from the U.S.S.

Midway (CVB=-4l) after the completion of the Mediterranean
gour and is now permanently based ashore at N.A.A.S. Oceana,

Virginia.

2e Operational Loss of Personnel:
(a) None,

3. Important changes in fype and Number of Aircraft:
(a) One AD-1 was transferred to NAS Quonset Point for overhaul and

repair,
(b} The Squadron is now comprised of nineteen AD~l's, one TEM-3E,

and one SNJ=5,

he Number of Accidents and Classifications:
(a) Number of Accidents: (1)
(b) Personnel Injuries: Class D.
(¢) Material Damage: Class C.

-]




VAS5/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
, Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: New York, New York

ENCLOSURE (A
DECLAS SIHED. Part 11

Officers reported for duty - O
Officers detached -~ O

Enlisted men reported for duty - O
Enlisted men transferred - 1

NARRATIVE

During the month of January the squadron was aboard the U.S.S. Midway
(CVB-41) for an operational tour in the Mediterranean Area, Our first port
of call was Gibraltar, The ship spent three days, then upped anchor for
Tripoli.

Enroute to Tripoli the squadron cenducted extensive exerciges in
Dive Bombing, Rockets, Strafing, and Search,

fthen the ship anchored at Tripoli the seas were very high, and no
liberty was given for the first two days of the three day stay there.

Between Tripoli and Augusta, Sicily, the next port of call, the
squadron made several mock strikes against the task force and conducted
two search hops with a primary mission of familiarizing the pilots with
thelr area of operation.

 The ship spent several days anchored in Augusta, and liberty was
given to all hands.

From Augusta the Midway went to Naples, Italy. Enroute the squadron
had about two days operations. During the stay in Naples the ship and
Air Group put on an exhibition for the heads of the Italian Havy. The
operation went off smoothly and the ship put back into port for more
liberty.

Upon leaving Naples, the squadron operated as usual, making simulated
strikes on the task group. )

1 February 1949 to 1 March 1949

Officers reported for duty - O
Officers detached - O

Enlisted men reported for duty - O
Enlisted men transferred - O




VA65/ » "ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: - New York, New York
CLOSURE

' The squadron was aboard the U.S.S. Midway (CVB~41) all the month

of February. On the tenth of the month LCDR G.B. BRYAN, while making a
normal carrier landing, failed to flare out after the cut and made a hard
wheels landing. The inboard panels of both wings were severely wrinkled, .
causing class C damage to the aircraft.

[

The ship anchored off the French Riviera for tour days, about the
middle of February, Some of the officers and men were allowed to take a
three day tour to Paris.

After leaving the Riviera the squadron resumed normal shipboard
operations until entering port at Gibraltar again.

. Upon leaving Gibraltar, the ship set a course for Norfolk, Virginia.
The squadron did no operating during this time.

1 March 1949 to 1 April 1949

Officers reported for duty = O
Officers detached - O

Enlisted men reported for duty - 7
Enlisted men transferred - 5

On the first of March the squadron was still based aboard the U.S.S.
Midway (CVB=4l), enroube to Norfolk, Virginia. On the second of March
heavy seas and winds of gale velocities necessitated extra precautions in
securing the aircraft, No damage was sustanined.

Nineteen aircraft of the squadron flew from the ship to NAAS, Oceana
on the fourth of March., The rest of the squadron disembarked on the fifth
and sixth and is now permanently based ashore with the rest of our Air
Group at NAAS, Oceanae.

The remainder of the month was spent in qualifying all the squadron
pilots in instruments, GCA, night flying and rockets. There was not much
flight activity as was expected due to an unexpected cut in quarterly
allotments, '

Total number of officers on board as of 1 Jan. 1949 =24

Potal number of officers gained between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April 1949 - O
Total number of officers detached between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April 1949 - O
Total number of officers on board as of 1 April 1949 - 24




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: New York, New York

ENCLOSURE A

Total number of Enlisted men on board as of 1 Jan. 1949 = 24
Total number of Enlisted men gained between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April 1949 = 7
Total number of Enlisted men transferred between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April 1949 - 6

Thbtal number of Enlisted men on aboard as of 1 April 1949 - 115




VASSA9~3(5)/CEP/rem ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: 169-449 New York, New York

1July 1949 K

Froms Comnand:.ng Officer.
To: Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation History Unit OP=5198),
Subject: Squéﬂron History Supplement No, 12.

Reference: (a) Aviation C/L Ti=lb.

Enclosure: (A) Squadron History Supplemeant No. 12 for quarter ending
30 June 1949,

1. . In accordance with reference (a), Enclosure (A) is submitted
herewith,




VAG5/ . ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office

Serial: New York, New York
ENCLOSURE 542
| Part 1
Supplement No, 12 1 April, 1949 to 1 July 1949 Chronpigoy
1. P ca.l Movement of Unit: -

(a) During the period covered by this report the squadron was
permanently based ashore at N.A.A.S., Oceana, Virginia.

2 Operational Loss of Personnel:
(a) None,
3o ‘Important Changes in Type and Number of Aircraft:

(a) The squadron complement is 20 AD=1's and one SNJ, but at
present we have 15 AD=1%s and one ShJ.

Le Number of Accidents and Classifications:
Ea) Noe. of Accidents: (2)
b) Personnel Injuries: Class D
(c) Material Damage: Class D




VAG5/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: ‘New York, New York

m Part I NARRATIVE

1 April 1949 = to = 1 May 1949

Officers Reported for Duty = 0
Officers Detached - O

Enlisted Men Reported for Duty - 12
Enlisted Men Detached = 5

During the month of April the squadron conducted flights in reckets, dive
bombing, and glide bombing in erder to maintain a high state of combat readiness.
The squadron also participated in several demonstratien attacks on task forces off
the Virginia Capes. Routine training flights were conducted in instruments, GCA,
and night flying in order to maintain a high standard of pilot proficiency in
all-weather operations.

1 May 1949 = to ~ 1 June 1949

Officers Reported for Duty = O
Officers Detached -~ 4

Enlisted Men Reported for Duty - 6
Enlisted Men Detached - 4

The squadron continued intensive training routine in May in preparation for
competitive exercises te be conducted in June. On Saturdays the air group con-
tinued making coordinated attacks on various units of the fleet off the Virginia
Capes, Feollowing the mock attacks, the aircraft were landed aboard and armed _
with Tiny Tim rockets and 1000f and 500f G.P. bambs. The planes were then launched
and live load strikes were carried out on a smoke float about 1000 yards abeam the
carrier, After rendezvousing, the air group flew over the ship in parade fomation
at 500 feet to camplete the demonstrations,

On the afternoon of 5 May, Ensign [} was engaged in a regularly
scheduled tail chase with members of the aq n at 10,000 feet about ten miles
seaward of Cape Henry when an Air Force F-80 joined the tail chase, scooped out
of a slow roll, and struck the starboard elevator of Ensign 's plane,
Stalling characteristics were found to be normal following the collision, and both
aircraft landed safely. The AD=l sustained class D damage to the starboard
elevator and horizontal stabilizer,




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
v Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: New York, New York

ﬁm@ ENCLOSURE

Officers Reported for Duty = 4
Officers Detached - 1 .

Enlisted Men Reported for Duty - 6
Enlisted Men Detached - 5

1 June 1949 - to - 1 July 1

In June the squadron conducted competitive exercises in rockets, glide
bambing, and dive bombing, CemAirLant observers assigned a mark of "good® far
both bambing exercises and performance on the rocket exercise was considered to
be "excellent®, The squadron received a marik of 'outstanding" on the operational
readiness inspection of the air group.

The squadron continued participation in Congressional a.nd Joint military
demonstrations at sea off the Virginia Capes. It is believed that VA=65 pilets
made a material contribution to the welfare of the Navy by practically demonstrat-
ing the versatility, capability and efficiency of Naval Aviation to many of our
leading citizens, members of Cmgresa and high ranking officers of the military
services,

on 15 June, Ensign [J. E- [ cround looped an SNJ-5 at NAS Jacksonville,
Florida when landing for gas on a cross country instrument training flight, The .
pilot was uninjured and the aircraft sustained class D damage to the left oleo strut

and wing tip.

Total Number of Officer on Board as of 1 April 1949 = 25

Total Number of Officers Gained Between 1 April 1949 and 1 July 1949 - 4

Total Number of Officers Detached Between 1 April 1949 and 1 July 1949 - 5

Total Number of Officers on Board as of 1 July 1949 - 2

TPotal Number of Enlisted Men on Board as of 1 April 1949 - 116

Total Number of Enlisted Men Gained Between 1 April 1949 and 1 July 1949 - 2,
Total Number of Enlisted Men Transferred Between 1 April 1949 and 1 July 1949 -~ 14
Total Number of Enlisted Men on Beard as of 1 July 1949 - 126 ‘




VA65/59-4(5) /DIM/ jbr ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
. Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: 4350 New York, New York

DECLASSIFIED

From: Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron SIXTY~FIVE
To: The Chief of Naval Operations (Aviation History Unit Op-5198)

1 February 1950

P0G i)
PR Ty

Subj: Sguadron History Supplement No. 13
Ref: (a) Aviation Circular Letter 18-49

Encl (1) Squadron History Supplement No. 13 for period 1 July 1949 to
31 December 1949.

1. In accordence with reference (a), Enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

‘{gﬂa’& WTB&&M
cherd W, PHILILIPS




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office

Serial: New York, New York
E@ ENCIOSURE (1)
——————————— Part I
Supplement No. 13 Chronology

l. Fhysical movement of Unit:
(a) The squadron is permenently bewed ashore at NAAS Oceana, Virginia,

(b) On 17 September 1949, the squadron embarked aboard the USS MIDWAY,
for a one week cruise to New York.

(¢) On 22 September 1949, the squadron disembarked from the USS ETDWAY
and returned to Oceana.

(d) On the 27th of October the squadron embarked aboard the Franklin D.
ROOSEVELT for a three week cruise to the North Atlantic.

(e) The squadron disembared from the Franklin D. ROOSEVELT on 23
November, and is now based ashore at NAAS Oceana, Virginia.

2. Important change in type a1 d number of aircraft:

(a) On the second of December we sterted transferring 20 AD-1's to
Quonset Point, and to FasRon FIVE. The squadron also statted
receiving AD-4's on that date, :

(b) On the eleventh of December the squadron received one SNB-54

(c) One AD-1Q was received on the 16th of December.

(d) The aircraft complement of the squadron is now comprised of
18 AD-4's, one SNB~5 and one AD-1Qe




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
_ Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: New York, New York
ENCLOSURE (1)

D—ECLASSEEEEE B Pert II

1 July 1949 to 1 August 1949

NARRATIVE

During the month of July the squadron was based at NAAS Oceana. Night FCLP
was conducted for the first four days, them ten pilots qualified aboard the
USS FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT (CVB-42). LT |} h held off after the cut
and caught number ten wire which put his prop in the barrier resulting in
minor damage to the plane,

The rest of the month was teken up with routine training flights except
that our new pilots were shooting FCLP., Ensign ] |} IR o bis
fourth pass, let his left wing get too far down and could not level his
wings. As a result of this condition his left wing struck the ground as
he tried to take a waveoff. He landed on the pass with class "C" damage
to the plane, .

On the 27th of July our four new pilots qualified aboard the USS FRANKLIN
D. ROOSEVEIT.

The squadron received official notice of the faet that we had won the
Battle Bfficiency Pemnant for fiscal year of 1949. Anthorization was CNO
dispatch 292031Z of July 1949.

1 Angust 1949 to 1 September 1949

The entire month of August was spent in routine training flights such
as gunnery, toss bombing, dive bombing, stc. Ensign [ B and
Ensign |j .. took two AD-1's on one week's TAD to VA-A-TU-4,
NAAS Cabaniss Fleld, Corpus(risti. They participated in the filming
Navy training Movie on Combat Dive Bombing and Glide Bombing.

1 September 1949 to 1 October 1949

The first half of this month was routine work; regular training flights.

On the 17th of September the squadron went aboard the USS MIDWAY for a
one week cruise to New York for flight demonstrations and also for the
premier of the movie "Task Force".

Our squadron also participeted in the demonstration for the Secretary
of Defense sboard the USS FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT. All units participaeting
in this demonstration received a letter of commendation, a copy of which
is attached to this zeport.
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Serial:

Care of Fleet Post Office
New York, New York

ENCLOSURE (1)

"AGSIFIED.

Ensign . [} I vounced on one of his carrier landings on the above
mentioned cruise and wound up in the first barriers.
The aircraft sustained class:"D" demage.,

Ensign [} B nede o wheels-up landing on the 30th of the month
during a night familiarization hop. He failed t0 go over his check off
list. The aircraft sustained class "C" damage.

Our squadron doctrine was published on the 30th of this month. It is a
summary of the type of work done by this squadron and sets forth the
procedures used to successfully carry out our missiomns.

Each department submitted articles for the doctrine which were sdited by
e B - who spent considerable time and effort to insure that we
had a very complete squadron handbook.

Our defensive Pighter weave is shown in diagram and fully explained. ' We
have found that a well - developed and well - executed weave is a very good
defense for single - seal bombers under fighter attack. It has recently
been learned thet CNO has officially adopted VA~65 squadron doctrine as a
supplement to USF 73. CHNO considers the operational phases and tacties
as outlined in our doetrine to be the latest thing in VA tactiecs. 4s
stated in the doetrine, "Tactics are never complete, but are always changing to
meet current developments. As such our squadron doctrine will always be a
flexible handbook for operation.

Letters of credit were received by our Commanding Officer and the editor
of the doctrine.

1 October 1949 to 1 November 1949

During the month of October the squadron participated in several demonstra-
tions aboard ship for army, navy, airforce, and civilian personnel. Routine
training was also continued. ~

T

On the 27th of thts month we embarked on the USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT for
a three week cruise with the Second TASK Fleet Cold Weather Exercises in the
Davis Strait Area. The Weather was bad almost all of the time with winds up
to sixty-five knots across the flight deck. Normal flights were made in spite
of these handicaps. The temperatures did not get down below 15° F. at any
time, however. No trouble was encountered in starting our AD-1's. However,
the F8F's were very hard to start.




ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office
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. "/S@ ENCLOSURE (1)
B Gs\&i T

- — — w—— =" w—

Ensign ' _ was detached for seven weeks" TAD to Aerial Mine
iiarfare School, Yorktown, Virginia.

1 November 1949 to 1 December 1949

The squadron was aboard the USS FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT during the first part
of this month. The farthest poing north was 66°30' N, reached on the 12th of
November.,

1776 ] B nosod vp vhile taxiing over the ®arriers on the 16th of
this monthe. A propellor change was all that was necesasary.

Ensigh J} (N attenpted a landing on the 19th of November after a
high and fast position at the cut. He did not catch a wire and flew through
two berriers and was stopped by the third. The wind was approximately
sixty-five knots over the deck at this time. Class "C" damege resulted to
the aircraft. Ensign ] ves not hurt.

On the 23rd of this month the squadron returned to NAAS Oceana, its
permanent vase, and continued routine training missions.

1 December 1949 to 1 Jenuary 1980

Our squadron spent all of this month familiarizing ourselves with AD-4
aireraft, which we sterted receiving on the second of the month. Ve are
very pleased with the plane as it shows a number of improvements over
our old AD-1's.

On the 21st LCDR G. B. BRYAN was rélieved as executive officer by LCDR
R. P. GEE, who ceme here from Attack Squadron Thirty-Five.
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DECLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (1)

Part ITII .
AFPENDICES

Xumber of Accidents and classification:
(2) Number of Accidents - 6

(b) Personnel Injuries - all Class D
(c) Material Dmmage - classes C and D

Changes in Personnel
(a) July:
(1) officers reported aboard - 1
(2) officers detached - 2
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 8
(4) EPnlisted men detached - 3
(5) Total complement - 23 Officers, 131 enlisted men.

(b) Angust:
. (1) officers reported aboard - 1
(2) officers detached - 3
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 7
(4) Enlisted men detached - 7
(5) Total complement - 21 officers, 131 enlisted men.

(¢) september:
(1) officers reported aboard - 1
(2) Officers detached - 1
(3) Enlisted men reported sboard - 8
(4) Enlisted men detached - 17
(5) Total complement - 21 Officers, 122 enlisted men.

(d) October:
(1) officers reported aboard - O
(2) Officers detached - O
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 17
(4) Enlisted men detached - 8
(5) Total complement - 21 Officers, 131 enlisted men.

P
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ENCLOSURE (1)

(e} November:
(1) officers reported aboard - 0
(2) officers detached - O
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 5
(4) Enlisted men detached - 1
(5) Total complement - 21 officers, 135 enlisted men.

(f) December:
(1) officers reported aboard - 3
(2) officers detached - 4
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 6
(4) Enlisted men detached - 6
(5) Total complement - 20 officers, 135 enlisted men.

3. Tours flown and carrier landings:

(a) July:

(1) Hours flown - 394.7

(2) Cerrier landings - 100 DAY, 18 NIGHT
(b) Angust:

(1) Hours flown - 599.1

(28) Carrier landings - O
(c) September:

(1) Hours flown - 485.3

(2) carrier landings - 59 DAY
(4) October:

(1) Hours flown - 495.7

(2) Carrier landings - 24
(e) November:

(1) Hours flown - 316.5

(2) Carrier landings - 145
(f) December:

(1) Hours flown - 390.8

(2) Carrier landings - O






