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v~e4?-3(5)/rt~~? jbr ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE 
Care of Heet Post Office 

New York, New York -1: 85-49 

1 April 1949 

g Officer. 
To: The chief -of Naval Operat ions ( ~ v i a t  ion History Unit 0p-5198). 

Subject : Squadron Historg Supplement No, ll. 

Reference: (a) Aviation C/L 7146, 

Enclosure : (A) Squadron History Supplement lo .  ll for quarter ending 
31 Mmh 1949. 

1. In accordance with reference (a), Enclosuw (A) i s  
submitted herewith. 

\ 



ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE 
Care of Fleet Post Office 

New York, New York 

Part 1 - 
P sical mwernent of Unit: (3 During J-ary 4, 1949 the Squadrun was aboard the U.S.S. 

BBidway (CVB4J) for a two months cruise to the Mediterranean 
Area. 

(b) On 5 March 7, 1949 the Squadron disembarked f rcm t b U.S.S. 
Midway (cV&IW) after the completion of the UedFterraneaa 
gour and is now permanently kased ashore at N.A.A.S. Oceana, 
Virginia , 

2 . Operational Loss of Personnel: 
(a) None. 

3. h p o r t a n t  changes in Qpe and W e r  of Aircraft: 
(a) One AD-1 was transferred to BlAS Quonsst Point for overhaul and 

repair. 
(b) The Squadron is now comprised of nineteen UBclltr, one TW-3E, 

and one SNJ-5. 

4. Number of Accidents and Classifications: 
(a) Number of Accidents: (1) 
(b) Personnel Injuries: Class D. 
(c) IYlateridL Damage: Class C. 
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New York, New York 

mwuRE (A1 
Part  ll 

Officers reported f o r  duty - 0 
Officers detached - 0 
&listed men reported f o r  duty - 0 
l&nlisted men t r w f e r r e d  - 1 

During the month of January the squadrcm was aboard t he  U.S.S. Midsway 
( C V B - ~ )  f o r  an operational tour i n  the Mediterranean Area. Our f i r s t  port 
of call was Gibraltar, The ship spent three clays, then upped anchor f o r  
Tripoli, 

Enroute t o  TripoU. the  squadron caducted extensive exercltgra i n  
Dive Bombing, Rockets, Strafing, and Search. 

When the ship anchored a t  Tripoli the seas were very high, and no 
l i b e r t y  was given for the f i r s t  two days of the three day stay there, 

Between Tripoli  and Augusta, Sici ly,  the  next port of call, the 
s q u w o n  made several mock s t r ikes  against the task force and conducted 
two search hops wi th  a primary mission of familiarizing the p i lo ts  with 
t h e i r  area of operation. 

The ship spent several days anchored in  Augusta, and l ibe r ty  was 
given t o  all hands, 

Fron Augusta the Mictrray went to Haplea, I ta ly ,  Enroute the  squadron 
had about two days operations. During the s tay in Naples the  ship and 
Air Group put on an exhibition f o r  the heada of the  I t a l i a n  Navy. The 
operation went off smoothly and the ship put back in to  port fo r  more 
l iber ty,  

Upon leaving Naples, the squadron operated as usual, making simulated 
s t r ikes  on the task group, 

1 February 1949 to  1 Xareh 1949 

Officers reported f o r  duty - 0 
Officers detached - 0 
Enlisted men reported f o r  duty - 0 
Enlisted men transferred - 0 
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' The squadron was aboard the  U.S.S. Midway ( C V I H + l )  a l l  the  month 
of February. On the tenth of the month LCDR G.B. BRYAN, while making a 
normal car r ie r  landing, f a i l ed  t o  f l a r e  out a f t e r  the cut and made a hard 
wheels landing, The inboard panels of both wings were severely minkled, 
causing class  C damage t o  the a i r c ra f t ,  

The ship anchored off the French R i d e r a  for  four days, about the  
middle of February, Scine of the off icers  and m n  were allowed t o  take a 
three day tour t o  Paris, 

After leaving the Riviera the  squadron resumed nonnal shipboard 
operations u n t i l  entering port a t  Gibraltar again. 

Upon leaving Gibraltar, the  ship se t  a course fo r  Norfolk, Virginia. 
  he squadron did no operating during t h i s  time, 

l u r c h  1949 t o  1 April 1949 

Officers reported f o r  duty - 0 
Officers detached - 0 
Enlisted men reported f o r  duty - 7 
Enlisted men transferred - 5 

On the first of March the squadron was s t i l l  based aboard the  U.S.S. 
Hidway (CXB-42, enroube t o  Norfolk, Virgbia, On the  Second of March 
heavy seas and winds of gale veloci t ies  necessitated extra  precautions in 
securing the  a i rc raf t .  E3o damage was sustanined, 

Nineteen a i r c r a f t  of the squadron flew f r an  the ship t o  MAAS, Oceana 
on the fourth of March, The r e s t  of the squadron disembarked on the f i f t h  

and sixth and is now permanently based ashore with t he  r e s t  of our Air 
Group at N U ,  Oceana. 

The remainder of the month was a p n t  in  qualifying all the squadron 
p i lo t s  in instrurnnnts, GCA, night flying ard rockets, There was not much 
f l i g h t  ac t iv i ty  as  was expected due t o  an unapected dut LEI quarterly 
allotments . 
Total number of of f icers  on board as of 1 Jan, 1949 -24 
Total number of off icers  gained between 1 Jan, 1949 and 1 April  19k9 - 0 
Total namber of officers detached between 1 Jan, 1949 and 1 Apri l1949 - 0 
Total number of of f icers  on board as of 1 April 1949 - 24 
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New York, New York 

Total number of Enlisted men on board as of 1 Jan. 1949 - 24 
Total number of Enlisted men gained between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April 1949 - 7 
Total number of Enlisted men transferred between 1 Jan. 1949 and 1 April1949 - b 
Thtal number of Fln3ksted men on aboard as of 1 April 1949 - 115 
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New York, New York BON 

Fropa: Cemnnndbg QFf'icer. 
To: Chisf of Naval Operations  viati ti on History Unit 0 ~ 1 9 8 ) .  

Subject : Squa&?on History Supplcxp~mt Mo. 12. 

Reference: (d Aviation C/L 71+. 

Enclosure: (A) Stpadran History Suppleamit lo. 12 for quarter ending 
9 Jme 1%9. 

1 In accordance with reference (a), melosure (A) is submitted 
herewith* 
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Part 1 - 
1. P ical lIwment of Unitt 

(g$"hwhg the period covered by t h i a  report the squadron was 
permanently based ashore at N.A.A.S., Oceans, Virginia. 

2. Operational Loss of Persomelt 
(a) Bone. 

3 . Zmportant Changes in Type and BrPber of Aircraft: 
(a)  he squatiron comp~.emant is 20 -18s and one s&, but at 

present ue have l5 &l*a and one S U r  

4. haber of Accidents and Class5fications: . of Accidents: (2 )  
b) Persannal Injuries: Class P 

(c) Material Daaage: Class D 
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Officers %ported fw Duty - 0 
Offioera Detached - 0 
Enlisted Hen Reported fo r  Duty - 12 
Enlisted Yen Detacbed - 5 

D u r i n g  the month of A p r i l  the squwhn ce&ucted f l i g W s  in recbts, dive 
bamBing, and glide ?mnbing i n  mder t o  maintain a high state arf combat readiness. 
The squwbrn also participated in several damrulstratieia attacks task fmes off 
the VirginiP Capes. Routhe flights were conducted in h t m n t s ,  @A, 
and night flying in ordsr t o  maintain rr high Btandazd of pilot proficiency i n  
all-ueat her @perat isnrs 

Officers Reported for Duty - 0 
Officers D e t s b d  - 4 
Eallsted Men Beported for Duty - b 
'1IPiListed ldea Detached - 4 

The squadron continued intensive training routine in in preparation fm 
cuapetitive emrciseer t e  be conducted in Jme. On SattllrdPgs the a h  group c- 
t imed  making ~ ~ ~ r d i r u t t e d  attacks on various units of the  fleet oif the V i r g i n i a  
~rrpes. Fellowing the mock attacks, the aircraft were lnndsa a- strY1. a d  

, with Tiny Tim rockets and 1- and C.P. b d s ,  The plansa were them l a w h b d  
a& l ive looid strikes were carded out on a amke neat about 1000 yards abeam the 
carrier. After rembmausing, ths air group flem over the ship in  parade fannation 
a t  Xx, feat t o  canplete the dcmmetrations. 

On the afternoon of 5 Yay, En8ign   asrs engaged in a rs-4 
scheduled toil chase with members of t lm  squadron at 10,000 feet about ten Hdles 
seaward of Cap when an Air Force FSO Joined the t a i l  chose, scooped out 
of a slcnr roll, and struck the starboard elevator crf Eaeign s's plane. 
Sta l l ing  characteristics were found te be n o d  following the collision, and both 
aircraft landed safely. The AD-1 sustained claas D damage t o  the starboard 
elevator and horioontal stabil55er. 
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Officers Reported for Duty - 4 
Officers Detached - 1 
EbUated Eden PLaported for Duty - 6 
$nllstsd Uen Detacsed - 5 

3h June the aqudmn conducted coapetitive exercises i n  rockets, glide 
BoPrbing, md dive bomb-. C U L m t  observers a ~ ~ 4 p i d  a m k  Qf ~ ~ s d '  f~ 
b&h bombing exercises and perfenaance on the rocket exercise was considered t o  
be ~excellenkfl. The squadron received a mpsulSc ef *outstandjtng* on the operoltiodl 
readiness inspection ef the air group. 

The squadron cmtinucld participation in Conpesional Pnd joint d l i t a z y  
d~~~mstra t ions  at sea off the Virginia Capes. It is believed that VA-65 pilets 
made Q ataterial contribution ts ths wulfare of the Havy by p r o c t i o ~  d~~#)ns traG 
ing the versatility, capabiJ.ity and efficiency sf Naval Adation t e  of our 
leading citioans, d e r s  of Congress and high ranking officers of the mUtat.g 
services. 

On 15 June, Ensign   grotail looped an SHJ-5 at HAS Jacksonville, 
Flerida when landing for gaa on a crsas eatantry btrument training fli@t. The 
pilot was uninjured and the aircraft sustabd class D damage t e  the l e f t  oleo strut 
4 . I l j A g t f i D .  

Total Number of Officer cm Board as of 1 April 19k9 - 25 
Total Itmrber of Officers Gainad Between 1 A p r i l  1949 and 1 July 1949 - 4 
Total Number of Officers Detached Betmen 1 April1949 and 1July 1949 - 5 
T c W l  B d m r  of Officers on Board as  of 1 July 1949 - 26 
Total Hmber of &listed Men on Board as of 1 A m  1949 - U6 
Total Nuubr  of Enlisted Hen Gained Between 1 A p r i l  1949 and 1 July 1949 - 24 
Total N d e r  of Enlisted Man Transferred Betman 1 April 1949 and 1 Jaly 1949 - U, 
T o t a l  Number of lhliated Men on hard as of 1 Jo ly  1949 - 126 



Serial: 43-50 New York, New York I 

mom: Cornmanding O f f  ice r, Attack Squadron SMTY-E?VE 
To: The Chief of Eaval Operations ( ~ v i a t  ion History Unit 0 ~ 5 1 9 8 )  

Subj: Squadron History Supplamant Elro. 13 

Ref.: (a) Aviation Circular Let tar  18-49 

Encl (1) Squadron History Supplement No. 13 for period 1 July 1949 t o  
31 December 1949r 

1. I n  accordance with reference (a) ,  Enclosure (1) is submitted herewith, 

qg.b,dL~- chard V. F'HILLIR3 
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Part  I - 
Supplement No. 13  Chronology 

1. Physical movement of Unit: 
(a)  The squadron is permanently ba.trea ashore a t  NAllS Oceana, Virginia. 

(b) On 17 September 1949, the squadron embarked aboard the USS &IIDhJn, 
f o r  a one week cruise t o  New Yo&. 

(c)  On 22 September 1949, t he  squadron &isembarked *om the USS ELmvH 
and returned t o  Oceana. 

(a) On the  27th of October t he  scpadmn embarked aboard the WazUin  D. 
R O O S E V ~  f o r  a three week cruisre t o  the North Atlantic. 

(a)  The squadron disembared f r o m  the Franklin D* ROOSEvXLI! on 23 
&3xmnbar, and i s  now based ashore a t  NAAS Oceana, Virginia, 

2. Important change i n  type cad number of  a i r c r a f t :  
(a) On t h e  second of December we s ta r ted  t ransferr ing 20 AD-1's t o  

Quonset Point, and t o  FasRon FITE. The squadron also stcllltrted 
receiving s on that  date. 

(b) 0.d the eleventh of Decanber the  s$adron received one SNB-54 

(cf One D l &  was received on the  16th of December. 

(a) The a i r c ra f t  complement of t h e  squadron is  now comprised of 
18 AD-4' s, one SNB-5 and one -1% 
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Part I1 

1 July  1949 t o  1 August 1949 

During the month of Ju ly  the squadron was based at NAAS Oceana. Night FCIS 
was conducted for the f i r s t  four  days, then ten p i lo t s  qualified aboard the 
TJSS ~~ D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42). El!    held off a f t e r  the cut 
and caught number t e n  wire which put h i s  prop i n  the bar r ie r  resulting i n  
minor danage to  the plane. 

The r e s t  of the  month was taken up with routine training f l igh t s  except 
that  our new p i lo t s  were shooting FCLP. Ensign , on h is  
fourth pass, l e t  h i s  lef t  wing get too far down and could pot l eve l  h i s  
wings. & a r e s u l t  of this condition his left; wing s t r u c k t h e  ground 9s 
ke t r i e d  to  take a waveoff. He landed on the pass with class  "Cn damage 
t o  the  plane. b 

On the 27th of July our four new p i lo t s  qualified aboard the USS lE?&ZUN 
D o  ROOS-. 

The squadron received o f f i c i a l  notice of the f ac t  t ha t  we had won the  
Battle ETf iciency Pannant fo r  fiscal year of 1949. Authorization was CEO 
dispatch 2920312 of July 1949, 

1 August 1949 t o  1 September 1949 

The ent i re  month of August was spent i n  routine trainin& f l i g h t s  such 
as gunnery, t o s s  bombing, dive bombing, etc. Ensign   and 
Ensign    took two AD-1's on one week's TAD t o  VA-PrTU-4, 
Pi&S Cabaniss Field, Corms . They participated i n  the filming 
ITavy t ra ining Eovie on Bombing and Gllde Bmbing. 

1 September 1949 t o  1 October 1949 

The f i r s t  half of t h i s  month was routine work; regular t ra ining f l ights .  
On the 17th of September the  squadron went aboard the U S  IfCtl%YAY f o r  a 

one week cruise  t o  New Pork for  f l i g h t  demonstrations and also for  the 
premier of the  movie "Task Forcew. 

Our squadron also participated i n  the denonstration for  the  Secretary 
of Defepse aboard the  USS ~~ D. ROOSEVXLT. All uni t s  participating 
i n  t h i s  demonstration received a l e t t e r  of cormendation, a copy of wbich 
i s  attached to this -port. 
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m s i g n     bounced on one of h i s  c a r r i e r  landings on the  above 
mentioned c ~ i s e  and wound up i n  t he  f i r s t  barriers.  

The a i r c r a f t  sustained c l a s ~ . ~ ~ D ~  damage. 

E$si$n   made a wheals-up landing on t h e  30th o f  t h e  month 
during a night famil iar izat ion hop. He f a i l e d  t o  go over h i s  check off 
list. The a i r c r a f t  sustained c l a s s  "CW damage. 

Our squadron doctrine w a s  publiehad on the  30th of t h i s  month. It is a 
sununary of t h e  type of mrk done by this squadron and s e t s  f o r th  the  
procedures used t o  successfully carry  out our missions. 

Each department submitted a r t i c l e s  fo r  t h e  doctrine which were ed i ted  by 
LT ;  , who spenlt considerable time and e f f o r t  t o  insure t ha t  we 
had a very complete squadron handbook, 

Our defensive Zighter weave is  shown i n  diagram and f u l l y  explained. ;rJe 
have found t h a t  a ~ v e l l  - developed and ?.;re11 - executed weave i s  a very good 
defenae f o r  s ing le  - sea t  bombers under fighter attack,  It has recent ly  
been learned t h a t  CNO has o f f i c i a l l y  adopted VA-65 squadron doctrine a s  a 
supplement t o  U S  73, CNO czonsidcrs t he  operat ional  phases and t a c t i c s  
as out l ined i n  our doctrine t o  be t he  l a t e s t  th ing i n  VA t a c t i c s .  As 
s ta ted  i n  t h e  doctr ine ,  "Tactics a re  never complete, but are always changi? t o  
meet current developnants. & such,our squadron doctrine w i l l  always be a 
f l ex ib l e  handbook f o r  operation. 

Le t t e r s  of c r ed i t  were received by our Cormnanding Officer and t h e  ed i to r  
' of t h e  doctrina. 

1 October 1949 t o  1 November 1949 

Dur i rg  t h e  month of octolber t he  squadron par t ic ipated i n  severa l  denonstra- 
t i o n s  aboard ship  f o r  army, navy, a i r force ,  and c i v i l i a n  personnel. Routine 
t r a in ing  was a lso  continued. t 

\ 
b, 

On the  27th of t4$s month we ambarked on the  USS FBBhXLTI? D. ROOSEVELT for  
a three  week c ru i se  with the  Second TASK Fleet  Cold Weather B e r c i s e s  i n  t he  
Davis S t r a i t  Area. The weather was bad almost a l l  of the  t i m e  with winds'up 
t o  sixty-five knots amass t h e  f l i g h t  deck. ?Toma1 fligh-h$were made i n  s p i t e  
o f  these  handicaps. The temperatures did not get down below 15O 3'. a t  eny 
time, however. No t rouble  was encountered i n  s t a r t i ng  our Dl's .  However, 
the  F8F s evere wary hard t o  s t a r t .  
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Ensign  was detached f o r  seven weeksR TAD t o  Aerial !Jine 
I;arf are Schoo 1, Yorkt own, Virginia- 

1 November 1949 t o  1 December 1949 

The squadron was aboard the  USS FTWMLIM D. ROOSEvEJ2 during the  f i r  st part 
of t h i s  month. The fa r thes t  poi&% north was  660ZOt hT, reached on the  12th of 
Eovdmber . 
LTJG   nosed up while taxi ing over the  b i e r s  on the 16th of 

t h i s  month. A propellor change was a l l  t ha t  was necessary. 

Ensigh   attempted a landing on t h e  19th of llovembcr a f t e r  a 
high and f a s t  posit ion a t  the cut. IIc did not catch a wire and flew through 
tvm ba r r i e r s  and was stopped by the third.  The wlnd was  approximately 
sixty-five knots over t h e  deck at t h i s  time. Class "C* damage resulted t o  
the a i r c r d t .  Ensign  was not hurt. 

On the 23rd of t h i s  month the squadron returned t o  NAAS Oceana, i ts  
permanent base, and continued routine 1;raining missions , 

1 December 1949 t o  1 January 1950 

O u r  squadron spent a l l  of t h i s  month f a m i l i a r i z i w  ourselves 7:iith D 4  
a i r c r a f t ,  which vve s t a r t ed  receiving ola t he  second of t h e  month. are 
very pleased with the  plane as it shows a number of improvements over 
our old D l *  s. 

On t h e  21st LCDR G. B. BRYAhT was relieved as executive o f f i c e r  by LCDR 
R P. GZ3, who came here from Attack Squadron Thirty-Five. 
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DECIRSSIFIED New York, New York 

moSURE (1) 

Par t  I11 

1, Xumber of Accidents and c lass i f i ca t ion :  
(a) Nmber of  Accidents - 6 
(b) Personnel I n ju r i e s  - al l  Class D 
(c )  Material  Damage - c lasses  C and D 

2. Changes i n  Personnel 
( a) July: 

(1) Officers reported aboard - 1 
(2) Off icers  detached - 2 
(3) Enl is ted men reported aboard - 8 
(4) Xulisted man detached - 3 
(5) Total  complement - 23 Offioers, 131 enl is ted men, 

(b) August: 
. (1) Officers reported aboard - 1 

(2) Off icers  detached - 3 
(3) &.istad men reported aboard - 7 
(4)  Enlisted men detached - 7 
(5) Total  complement - 21 of f ice rs ,  131 en l i s ted  men. 

( c) September : 
(1) Officers reported aboard - 1 
(2)  Officers detached - 1 
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 8 
(4) Enl is ted man detached - 17 
(5) Total  complement - 21 Officers,  122 en l i s ted  men. 

(d )  October: 
(1) Off icers  reported aboard - 0 
(2)  Officers detached - 0 
(3) Enlisted men reported a b o d  - 17 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 8 
(5) Total  complement - 21 Officers,  131 en l i s t ed  men. 
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(e) Fovember: 
(1) Officers reported aboard - 0 
(2) Officers detached - 0 
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 5 
(4) Enlistea men detached - 1 
(5) Total complement - 21 off icexbs, 135 enl is ted men. 

( f )  December: 
(1) Of'f'icers reported aboard - 3 
(2) Officers detached - 4 
(3) Enlisted m a n  rapDCted aboard - 6 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 6 
(5) Total complement - 20 of l icers ,  135 enlisted men. 

3. 1:'ours flown and car r ie r  landings: 
(a) July: 

(1) Hours flown - 394.7 
(2) Carrier landings - 100 DAY, 18 EuTGEff 

(b) August: 
(1) Hours flown - 599.1 
(2)  Carrier landings - 0 

( c) Sept emb or : 
(1) Hours flown - 485.3 
(2) Carrier landings - 59 DAY 

(d) October: 
(1) Hours flown - 495.7 
(2)  Carrier landings - 24 

(e)  Xovember: 
(1) BWS f l o ~ ~ n  - 316.5 
(2)  ca r r i e r  l a d i n g s  - 145 

( f )  December: 
(1) HOUS flown - 390.8 
(2) Carrier l and iws  - 0 




