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quarter ending 31 March 1948,
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“"Glef B, BUTLER, LCIR, USH,
Commending Officer,
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PART I

Supplement Noe. 7 Chronology
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4.

1l January 1948 to 31 March 1948,

Physical Movement of Units }

(&) On 19 January 1948 the squadron embarked aboard
the U.S.S« CORAL SEA (CVB-43) for shekedown
treining in the Caribbean area.

(b) From 31 January to 6 February 1948 the squadron
was temporarily based ashore at the U, S, Naval
Alr Station, Guantansmo Bey, Cuba, at the end
of which time the squadron returned aboard shipe

Operational Ioss of Personnel:

(a) None _ o ‘

Importent Changes in Type and Number of Alrcraft:

(a) None

Number of Accidents and Clessifications:

(&) Number of accidents; Eleven (ll).’

(b) Personnel injuries involved; Nones

(c) Material demage classification:

Class B =« 3
Class C = 3
Class D - §
PART II
- Narrative - _
1 January 1948 to 1 February 1948.

Officers reported for duty - O

Officers detached -1
Enlisted men reported for duty - 10
Enlisted men transferred - 13

ele




ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
VA6B/JMWsbsh NEW YORK., NEW YORK

PART II
Narrative (Cont'd)

During the first week of January 504 of the enlisted
personnel were embarked on board the U.S.S¢ CORAL SEA for
duty in connection with qualification and refresher
landings by pilots of the squadron and general pre-shake-down
alr group and alr demrtment tralninge The &ircraft contin-
ued to operate from Naval Alr Station, Norfolk, Va. until
the week of January 12 to 16 when they were flown aboard for
the remaeinder of the shakedown cruise.

the m 7 January 1948, Lieutenant (junior grade)
» USN, while making Qualification landings
aboar ed up the deck and engaged number 10 wire.

The wire paid out enough to engage the barrier. Thére was no
injury to personnél. Material demage was class "p",

On 7 January 1948, Lieutenent Commender G, B, BUTIER, USN,
completed his final qualification landing and was lowered
to the hangar deck level on the port deck-edge elevator. The
taxl dirsctor then signaled to hold right brake and come
forward with the port wheel, The tailwheel had caught on the
outside edge of the elevator and 30" of manifold pressure was
not enough to break it loose. An additional 5% manifold
pressure was applied and at the same time the ship rolled to
starboard. The tall wheel came loose suddenly allowing the
aircraft to nose over momentarily and fhen settle back to a
three=point attitude. The aircraft sustained class "D" material
damage.

On 7 Jenuery 1948, Ensign *d.ah_, TSN, mahng his
second qualification landing aboar P, recelved a fast,
high cut and pulled'back on the throttle. It 1s belleved that
he left a little throttle on and this condiflon, combined with
the fact that the pllot did not nose over sufficiently, caused
him to float on up the deck into the barriers at a speed of
approximetely 70 knots. The ship was rolllng 10° to 15° and
a gusty, 40-42 knot wind prevailed over the deck. The pllot
was not injured. The aircraft received class "B" material
damgeo

On 13 January 1948, Ensign w ‘USN, dived
slightly for the deck after receiving cut®" from the LSO
on the U.S.S. CORAL SEA. The tall hook engaged number 1
wire. Inspection after the landing revealed a one-half inch
wrinkle in both wing roots. This class "B%* material damage
was believed to be due to a progressive weakening caused by
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ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER
| CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
VA6B/JMW:bsh NEW YORE, NEW YORK

~PART IT
Narrative (Cont'd) -

previous hard landings, and not by this landing in parte
iculare

On 27 January 1948, Ensign H - B, vsy, mede
a normal carrier approach and a landing that was not excess-

ively hard. Class "B" material damage was produced in the
form of one-half inch wrinkles in both the left and right
wing roots, The accldent board was . of the opinion that the
plane may have been weakened by previous landings and that =
the number of similar fallures indicates a weakness of design.

On 19 Jamary the remainder of the squadron embarked and’
the U.S.S. CORAL SEA got underway for Guantgnamo Bay, Cuba,

1 February 1948 to 1 Mafch 1948.
Officers reported for duty - O

Officers detached -0
Enlisted men reported for duty = O
Enlisted men detached - 10

For the first week in February the two AD-l squadrons of the
air group were transferred to the U, S, Naval Air Station, -
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba while experimental landings wére mede on
board the ship. The results of these tests revealed that a
slightly faster, lower approach with & flared landing were
necessary to prevent structural damage to the alrcraft.

The month of February was devoted to inftenslve training of
both the ship!'s company and the air group. Special stress -
was placed on coordinated attacks on a towed Spar and on the’
pillots! technique in landing aboard with the proper interval.

On 2 February 1948, Iieutenant Q! q USN, after
returning to Naval Air Station, Guantan&mo Bay, Cuba from a
routine dive bombing hop, found that he wasa unable, affer "~
repeated attempts, to extend the tail wheel of the aircraft.
He was advised by the 8quadron Xeaintenance Officer to land
with his dive brakes extended. The landing was effected in
this menner and the only damsge sustained by the aircraft
was that about nine inches was ground off the bottom dive
brakee




ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER
_ CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
VA6B/JMW :bsh NEW YORK, NEW YORK

PART II

Narrative (Cont'd)

On 12 February 1948, EnsignH. ‘*, USKR,
landed aboard ship after a routine bombing hop. As he
taxied across the barriers he was directed to the deck-edge
elevator., Because of the high wind over the flight deck
the pllot experienced difficulty in turning the plene and
an addition of throttle in conjunction with holding of the
left brake resulted in the airplane rocking forward suf-
ficlently to allow the propeller to strike the decks

Flight operations were discontinued for the last week of
February during which time the ship was moored to a pler -
in Cristobel, C.Z. for purposes of libe:tyvand recreatione

: -1 March 1948 to 1 April 1948

Officers reported for duty - O
Officers detached @ = =« 0 -
Enlisted men reported for duty « 6
Enlisted men transferred -4

The flrst part of March the squadron &nd air group resumed
intensive training in preparation for the operational readi-
ness inspection schediuled for the latter part o March, Glide
bombing, rocket firing, and straffing were emphasized together
with the perfection of carrier passeas

On 4 March 1948, Lieutenant (junior gradé) H
USN, made & normal approach and landing, but aircral
incurred a one-half inch wrinkle in the port wing root. This
plane had "popped™ rivets on previous landings end it was the
opinion of the board that the class ®"(C" material damage sus—
talned in this case was not a result of pilot error but rather
of deslgn weakness.

On the afternoon of 16 March 1948, Ensign * H,
Jre., USN, made & normal approach and landinge . tall hoo
engaged number 2 wire and pulled out approximately fifteen feet
of cable, At this time the arresting hook parted at a point
three inches from the swivel and the plane continued into the
barriers., The aircraft suffered class ®C" material damage.

The pilot was uninjurede.
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PART II
Nerrative (Conttd)

on 17 Merch 194s, Midshipman 1’..- USN, took
off on a routine dive bombing hg rom the U.S.3. CORAL SEA.
Upon retracting his landing gear he noticed that the gear handle
would not go completely into the Mup" position. The pilot
tried to lower the gear and at this time noted that it would

not extend. He completed the hop and prior to landing tried
again to lower the gear by f zing the plane at & slow speed,

and then by executing high *G" pull outs and by opereting
various hydreulic mechanisms to loosen a stuck valve in the
event this was the difficulty. The hydraulic pressure read
2750 p.S.l. after the above procedure failed Midshipman
* was instructed to break the hydraulic line in the
cockplit, leading to the canopy closure accumulator, relieving
all pressure on the system, and then to turn the selector to
"main landing gear only™ and pump the wheels down with the
emergency hand pump systeme. Thls also failed to lower the

gear and the pilot was instructed to land aboard wheels up
which he did in & very commendable manner. The aircraft received
class "C" meterial damages. Subsequent examination revealed

that the "O" ring in the port mein landlng gear actuating
eylinder had deteriorated, thereby preventing sufficient flow
of hydraulic fluid to the "down® side of the piston to lower the
lending gear.

The ship and air group under went ComAirIant administrative
inspection and the operational readiness inspection by Vice
Admiral @, F. BOGAN during the last week in March. The air
group and air department received a mark of ®outstanding®.
The mark assigned the ship as a whol was Mexcellent®., The
squadron received & high , excellent mark on an intensive
administrative inspection of the squadron itself.

On 30 March 1948, the alr group made famlliarization flights
over the bombardment area of Culebra in preparation for
advanced formel exercises consistlng of a two day air.support
strike carried out on the first two days of 4pril.

Total number of officers on board as of 1 January 1948 - 29
Total number of officers galned between 1 Jane. & 1 April - O
Total number of officers detached between 1 Jane. & lApril - 1
Total number of officers on board as of 1 April 1948 - 28

Total number of enlisted men on board as of 1 January 1948 = 145
Totel number of enlisted men gained between 1 Jan., & 1 April - 16
Total number of enlisted men transferred between 1 Jan., & 1

April - 1 N
-8-
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PART II

- - Narrative (Cont'd) ' _
Total number of enlisted men on board as of 1 April 1948 - 134,

ENCLOSURE (A)
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1 July 1948 t
From: Commanding Officer,
Tos The Chief of Naval Operations.
. (Aviation History Unit OP-519B).
Subject: Squadron History Supplement No, 8,

Reference: (a) Aviation C/A T1-46.

Enclosure: (A) Squadron History Supplement No, 8 for quarter ending
30 June 1948,

1, In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A) is
submitted herewith,
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CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

RBART 1
SUPPLEMENT NO, 8 . CHRONOLOGY
1 April 1948 to 30 June _191.3

1. Physical Moveaent of Unit s
a. On 5 April 1948 the squadron disembarked from the USS CORAL SEA
(CVB=43) after the completion of its shakedown cruise in the
Caribbean area and is nok temporarily based ashore in hangar
LP=3, U.S. Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia.

b, From 8 May 1948 to 21 May 1948 the squadron was teamporarily
enberked aboard the USS CORAL SEA (CVB-43) for a two weeks
Reserve Training Cruise to New York City and retura.

2. Operational loss of Persomnel:
a. One..

3. Important Changes im Type and Number of Aircraft:

a. Nome,

Le Number of Accidents and Classifications:
a. Number of accidents: Ome (1)

b, Persomnel injuries - Class A-1l; Class B-O; Class C-0; Class D-O,
¢. Material damage - Class A-1l; Class B-0O; Class C-0; Class D-0,

DIRIL 11
NARRATIVE

1 April 1948 to 1 May 1948

Officers reported for duty - 1
Officers detached - 1

Enlisted men reported for duty - 11
Enlisted men transferred - 11

During the return trip from the Carribean area the squadron conducted
navigational flights and dive bombing attacks upon distant surface fleet
units. Radar navigation had been perticularly stressed @uring this period
and all pilots contimually indoctrinated in thé operation of radsr equipment,

Following the return from the shakedown cruise ‘ﬂight operations wére
curtailed to an extent due to the post-cruise aircraft maintenance inspection.
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1 May 1948 to 1 Jume 1948

Officers reported for duty - O
Officers detached - 0

Enlisted mem reported for duty - 15
Enlisted men transferred - §

In the beginning of the momth the squadron underwent a complete
internal orgamizational change in keeping with the commanding officer's
policy of rotating ach efficers! collateral duties periodiecally in order
to provide a maximum amount of training and interest in the varieus
demt‘mts.

The squadron entered training phase three and conducted extemsive
flight operations in order to uphold ite flight efficiemcy. During the
middle paxt of May the squadron and air group embarked aboard the USS
CORAL SEA for a two week Reserve Trainimg Cruise. Dive bombing and
strafXing upon towed targets were emphasized together with extensive squadron
tactics and the perfection of carrier btresk-up and landings,

During the latter payt of May the squedron entered a rigorus
instrument trainirg syllabus with the object of qualifying evey pilot
for et least a restricted instrumemnt rating card,

1 June 1948 to 1 July 1948

Officers reported for duty - 0
Officers detached - 2

Enlisted men reported for duty - 1
Enligted men transferred - 11 )

Extensive air to air gunnery and coopdinated attacks were conducted
during this month in preparation for the forthcoming fleet competition
exercises.

On 8 June 1948 the squadron with twenty-four (24) pkmnes flew to
NAS, Grosse Ile, Michigan to participate in an air show sponsored by the
Americer Ordnance Association which was held at the Selfridge Field Army
Aly Base, The squadron participated in a carrier remddsvous with a
Marine fighter squadron over Selfridge Field and then conducted a formation
glide bombing run by divisions upon a land target in front of the
spectators on 10 June 1948. Following this the squadron returned to NAS,
Groese Ile and thence to NAS, Norfolk, Virginia.
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On 21 Jume 1948, Lieutemant (junier grade)

USN, while attempting to direct a ground crew to the spot where an aerial
tow sleeve was lying - stalled his aircraft in a sharp bank at a low
altitude, He was observed to have made a half turm spin creshing im an
inverted position approximstely one mile south of NAKS, Creeds Field, Va.
The gas tank exploded immediately following the crash.

Commencing on 21 June 1948 the squadron aircraft were temporarily
transferred at the rate of three every other day to NAS, Quonset Point,
ReIl. for modification at the AR division thum curtailing flight operations
for the rest of the month. .
Total number of officers on board as of 1 April 1948 - 28
Total number of officers gained betweem 1 April and 1 July -1
Total number of officers detached between 1 April and 1 July -~ 3
Totel number of officers on board as of 1 July 1948 - 26
Totel number of enlisted men on board as of 1 April 1948 - 134
Total number of enlisted mem gained between 1 April and 1 July - 27
Total number of enlisted mem transferred betweem 1 April and 1 July - 27

Total number of enlisted mem on board as of 1 July 1948 - 134.
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ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE ol
Care of Fleet Post Office SAVINGS
New York, New York BONDS

DECLASSIFIED, * ™

ffiocew,

To: The Chief of Navel Speratisns (Avistien History Uit Gpesi%e).
Subject: Squadren Histery Supplemeat Ne, 9. | |
Reforense; (a) Aviatien C/L Tiei6,

Enol (A) Squadren Eistery Supplement Ne. 9 for quarter eading
e ondiag 30 September 1948,

1, In sccerdance with referense (a), and Emclesure (1) is

subnitted harewith,
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ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
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BCLOSRE (A)
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1 July 1948 e 30 September 1948

Change of Squadrea Designation:
se On 27 July 1948, the squadrem was redesigmated frem n-e te
n-65 the Aly Group was redesigasted from CVEGe5 to CVGwb,

Physical Mevement of Unit:

2e On 30 August 1948 the squadren evscuated ail plaunes te
GRIFFISS A.F.B., Reme, N,Y, because of anticipated hurriceme
econditions, The squadron remainesd there twe days returaniag
2 ] N.A.S. l.rfolk, Vir‘inh oun l ww 19‘8.

b, On 16 September 1948 the squadren temperarily changed base
te NohedoS. Oceana, Virginie with rentywene aircratt while
East Field, N.A.S. lorfolk, Virginia was clesed for repairs,

Mutiom Less ot Perssnmel:
8¢ None,

Impertant Changes in Type and Number of Aircrati:

se In August the squadren couplimewt ef aircraft was reduced
from twenty=four te twenty combat type aireratt, At preseat
the squadren has (18) M‘a, (2) AD=1Q's, and ene SHJ=6,

Number of Accidemts and Clessificationss
2, Numbey of Accidents: Twe (2),
b, Persemnel Injur:l.u: Class A0, Class B=0, Class Ce0,
Class D=2,
¢y Material dmgo: Class A=0, Clase B=C, Class C=0, Class D=2,




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
Care of Fleet Post Office

Serial: DECLASS‘HED | New York, New York
BELOSRE (A)

1 July 1948 te 1 Amgush 1943

Officers for duly =2
Officers -Q

Enlisted men reperted for duty «5
Enlisted noa transferred o7

Duriag the nmeath of July the squadren entered wpen extensive alp
te alp gumnery trainiang specialising is everchead rwas en a towed damner,
During regularly scheduled 2ight flights, radar mavigation and rader glide~
benbing en a reflecter type water Sarget wore cenducted with gratifying results.

m,ncugrmo squadren have beceme prefisieat in the eperation of
airberse radsr and have acquired a high regard fer its pstemtialities and
place greal cenfidenss ia this equipment,

As a result of an eperational Readimess Imspection oendusted ea 27
NMarch 1948, the squadrea received a mark of %eutstanding®, The Cemmanding .
Officer received a lotter of eredit frem the Commander Air Ferce, Atlantis
Flest a copy of which was placed in the jeckel of ench efficer and enlisted
nan with an appropiate endersement te the offect that the individual cemcermed
contributed matorially te attaining sush a high grade.

usmlm.mm_m:at-ﬁdhmm
takeweff positien en the mat behiand three ether ADsl's whicsh were Smmiing wp
for a mag shock, His planc dogan te weathereeeek tewards anether plane, In
order to aveid cellisien, brakes were appliod with the result that the ,
dﬂuﬁuudtpmhgolusblﬂqnmowmu’npdloem

Jlly 1948, Ensign m,-nnn.xnu
buttotho cﬁn mm.m flight, ren his
right wheal off ého m. MM@MWM;:“
spprexinately 18* causing the tail te rixe sufficieatly te allew the

)ollor'u)oto tho .ni, before the tail settled bask te a three
’o:h‘b altitude, Class D damage was susteined esnsing replecemsnt of the
propellep, :

1 Augwst 1948 te 1 September 1948

0ffisers repeyted for duty ol
Officors detashed ol

Bnlisted men reperted for duty « 13
Enlisted mea transferred o9

Duyiag the first half of August the squadren coxtimued 4%s air Ve
mmhmnummwmomwmmwgrw
sxereise at the end of a five week poried,

o2w ‘
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Serial: CLASSIFIED New York, Now York - SArmNaS

nthm-ammmmmmdnnm..fammmm
everhoad guanery runs and attained sm average scere of 18,0035, shesting ot

an A~6mi Bameor tewed at at 7,000 feet, Individual high soere,
34.92%, was made by ENS » USIR. Special meation was made by
CondirLent im the gemeral mmmnmnn.rsm 1948, te the effect
that this scere is the highest attaine d thus far by an AD squadren,

The remainder of the nesth was deveted te radar navigation training
invelving radar and recen fizes wandey simmlated iastrwnmat cenditiens., A
ru-ulcmuomumatthoadofﬁoumuﬁmmﬁln- ,
ticipating, flying a definite presrranged ceurse, An average mark of
-mmut'muuw.nmemlmumm.munmm-
oda very orediteble performance, o

lﬁyt-\qlwtolﬁe‘bo‘elm

fficers od for duty «0
ofLicers hed 3

Enlisted mea repexted for duty «f
Enlisted mea transferred <15

in the aireraft. New ddsas and tookmiques were dsveleped in the use ef the
mmwmmmwﬁﬁo;uotsmp eatly impreved,

6 days whea weather did not permit bombing becanse
pilets were scheduled for GCA hepe in an effert e qualify
ocards, Instrument training has been stressed deth in
class reem lectures,

3
, gf-a‘
i

Tetal sumber of efficers en doard as of 1 July 1948 26
Tetal munder of officers gained botween 1 July and 1 Octeber 3
r.tnmwmeadmmmm1mu1wm A
Tetal number of officers ea doard as of 1 Octeber 1948 25
Totdm.tonnmdmnhul 1 of 1 July 1948 134
Total mumber of enlisted nes gained between 1 July and 1 Octeder 22
TMM#M-&MW%:K‘:! .31
Tctdmborofnlmdmnhuduotlmbulm 125

'
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ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE
. Care of Fieet Post Office
New York, New York

1 January 1949

Cemmanding Officer,
The Chief of Naval Operatiens
Aviatien Histery Unit (OP=519B).

Subject: Squadren Histery Supplement Ne. 10.
Reference: (a) ACL 71-46. ’ ' : .
Enclesure: (4) Squadren History Supplement Ne, 10 fer quarter '
ending 31 December l9h8. :
1. . In accerdance with reference’ (a), Enclesure (A) is
submitted herewith, by

' M. d nley. 7




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON S|XTY FIVE .
. . Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial: New York, New York
ENCLOSURE (4)
DEC'EﬁSS‘lﬁEE& E-D
| Part I
Supplement No. 10 ’ Chronology

Lo

5.

1 October to 31 Décember 1948.

Change of Command

(a) On 8 December 1948, Lieutenant Commander M.J. HANLEY, USN ef
Washington, D.C. assumed command of the squadron.

Physical Movement of Unit.

(a) On 8 Oct. 1948 the squadron embarked aboard the USS Midway for
refresher training cruise.

(b) On 23 Nov. 1948 the squadron debarked fron the USS Mldway and
returned to N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia.

(¢) On 29 and 30 Dec. 1948 the squadron embarked aboard the USS
Midway for an Operatlonal Training Cruise., J

Operational Loss ef Personnel.

(a) None

Important changes in Type and No. of Aircraft.
(a) In December a TBM-3E was added .to the squadron complement for
use on the Operational Training Cruise,

Neo. ofﬂlqcldents and Classifications.
(a) No. ef accidents = Three (3) .
(b) Personnel Injuries Class A-0; Class B-0; Class C-O; Class D-3.

" (¢) Material Damage - Class A-0O; Class B-2; Class C-1; Class D-O,

A




VA65/ ATTACK SQUADRON SIXTY-FIVE ;
. Care of Fleet Post Office '
Serial: New York, New York
ENCLOSURE (A
— "Part II NARRATIVE
T——— L —— :
DECLASSIFIED | -

————

1 October 1948 te 1 Nevember 19,8,

Officers reperted for duty -0 ‘
Officers detached el }

Enlisted men reperted for duty -9 )
Enlisted men transferred -13

Prier te embarking abeard ‘the USS Midway this squadren. centinued
working with the ASG-10 Toss Bembing Gear and made preparatlens fer the
ferthceming cruise,

On 19 Oct. 1948 Ens.’ -. _, USN, made a hard larﬂing
abeard the USS Mldway causing severe wrinkling of the wings,

On 26 Oct. 1948 Ens. B vsv, nade a hard
ay caus

landing abeard the USS Midw. severe wrinkling of the pert
inbeard panel and pepped rivets in that area, '

1 Nevember te 1 December 1948. N

Officers reperted for duty -0
Officers detached -0
Enlisted men reported for duty «7
Enlisted men transferred . =13

Extensive practice in Tess Bembing was continued abeard ship until
the 28th and 29th of Oct. 1948, at which time the squadron cenducted a
Formal Exercise in Téss Bembing. The average errer of 48,3 feet for the
squadron was considered te be eutstanding by the Chief Observer. The
squadren cemmander, LCDR, G. B. Butler, USN, was cemmended for his werk
in cennectien with the experimental exercises in Toss Bembing by this
squadron by Cemmander Air Ferce, Atlantic Fleet, The remaining time
aboard ship was spent in reutine training exercises,

On 17 Nev. 1948 LCDR, M. J. Hanley, USN, landed with his right
wing dewn. abcard the USS Midway causing miner wrinkling ef the starbeard
inboard wing panel,
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ENCLOSURE (4)

Part 11

DEGLASSIFIED®

1 December 1958 te 1 January 1949.

- Of ficers reperted feor duty -2

Officers detached -2
\ Enlisted men reperted for duty -6
Enlisted men transferred -7

NARRATIVE

This peried was used as a Pest Cruise Maintenance peried,
Dive Bembing was stressed as availability increased and at the end

of this peried all pilets were re-qualified in Field Carrier Landing

Practice prior to embarking abeard the USS Midway.

Total Ne,
Total Ne.
Total No.
Total No.

Tetal No.
Tetal Ne.
Total Ne.
.Total Ne.

officers on board as of 1 Oct. 19,8

of ficers gained between 1 Oct. and 1 Jan,
officers detached between 1 Oct. and 1 Jan,
of ficers on beard as of 1 Jan. 1949

of Enlisted men on board as eof 1 Oct. 1948

-25
-2
-3
-2y

-127

of Enlisted men gained between 1 Oct. and 1 Jan,=22

ef Enlisted men.transferred
of Enlisted men on beard as ef 1 Jan. 1949

=33
~116






