
ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAgER 
CABE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 

NEW YO= NEW YO= 

29 October 1947 

From : Cammanding Officer, Attaclk Squadron SIX BAKER, 
To : The Chief of Naval 0perat:ions 

(Aviation History U n i t  OPi-51%). 

Subject z Squadron History Suppleme~nt No, 3 - Submission of, 

References (a) Aviatf on c/L No, 'A-46, 

Enclosure t (A) Squadron History Supplement No, 3 f o r  quarter ending 
31 March 1947. 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A) is  
submitted herewith. 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SM BAKER 
Crrae OF FLEET POST OFFICE 

NEW YO= NEW YORK 

PART I 

1 January 1947 t o  31 March 1947 

1, Physical Movement of Unit. 
(a) From: B.A.S., Norfolk, Va, 

To : USS Valley Forge (CV-45). 
Date : 23 January 1947. 

(b) From: USS Valley Forge (CV-45) ,, 
To t M.A,S., Norfolk, Va. 
Date: 21 March 1947 

2, Loss of Personnel: 
Operationally: None ( 0 )  

3, Im ortant Changes i n  type and number of aircraf t .  
(a! Accidsnta (personnsl) - Class A-0; Class B-O; Class C-0; Class D-5, 

Accidents ( material) - Class A-2; Class B-1; Class C-1; Class D-1, 

(b) In the ear ly part  of Janusu*~r 1947 two (2) TBm type a i rc ra f t  were 
received by the squadron t o  be used as t o w  planes aboard the USS 
Valley Forge Shakedown Cruise, 

Narrative 

1 January 1947 t o  1 February 1947. 

Officers reported for  duty - 0 
Officers detached * 3 
lien reported f o r  duty - 36 
Men transferred - 13 

The early part  of the  above period was spent practicing feild carr ie r  
landings and developing break-up and rendeqvous technique prior  t o  
boarding the USS Valley Forge (CV-45) on 23 January 1947, and sai l ing t o  
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

On 17 Jammy 1947 Ensign  a f te r  effecting a normal landing 
i n  SBX-5, BuNo. 89406 turned off t o  the left of the duty runway t o  clear  
himself of landing planes behind him, I r k  so doing he taxied in to  an F6F, 
Bdoe 80084. 



ATTACK SQUADRONISM BAPEB 
CABS OF POST mCE 
NEW YOBL NEW Yo= 

Offioers reported f o r  duty - 0 
Officers detached * 0 
Men reported f o r  duty - 1 
Men transferred - 0 

This period was spent on board the USS Valley Forge during i t s  
Shakedown Cruise. 

During the cruise the following accidents occurredt 

On 5 February 1947 Ensign  while landing aboard i n  SB2C-5, 
BnWo, 83378 bounced and crashed in to  the barrier,  Engsia was not 
injured and the plane suffered repairable damage, 

On 8 FebruaFy 1947 Ensign   while practicing f i e l d  
ca r r i e r  landings at  W, Leeward PI., Guantanamo, Cuba, ground loopad 
causing c lass  A material damage t o  SBX-5, BuNo, 89405. Ensign  
was uninjured. 

On 10 February 1947 Ensign   while landing aboard i n  T B W ,  
Bulfo. 91674 crashed heavily in to  the  deck, c @ ~ p s i n g  the  landing gear 
pr io r  t o  m m l n g  in to  the barriers,  :Ensign  was not injured, but 
c lass  A material damage was caused to the a i rc raf t ,  

1 March t o  1 April 1947. 

Officers reported f o r  duty - 5 
Officers detached - 0 
Men reported f o r  duty - 21 
Men transferred - 2 

On 17 March 1947 Annual Military Inspection was held aboard the USS 
Valley Forge. Inspecting Officers were .Admiral Blandy (C inClant ) , 
Vice Admiral Bogan ( ~ o m ~ i r ~ a n t ) ,  Rear Admiral Holden (Com~raLant ) and 
t h e i r  Staffs, All three had words of praise f o r  the ship and the air- 
group and commented on the f ine  shming (of the ship f o r  inspection, 

The ship returned t o  Norfolk, Va. on 21 Karch 1947, two weeks earlier 
than scheduled, One of the Steering Control Engines was out of order, 
and the  other one was i n  bad condition.. 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SM B m  
CME or PUZET POST OFFICE 
NEW Y O U  HEW Yoill 

29 October 1947 

From: Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron SIX UXEFt. 
To : The Chief of Naval Operations 

o viat ti on History Unit OP-519~). - 

Subject : Squadron History Supplement Xo, 4 - Submission of, 

Reference: (a) Aviation C/L No. 7l-46, 

Enclosure : (A) Squadron History Supplement No. 4 for quarter ending 
30 Jm 1947, 

1, In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A) i s  
submitted herewith, 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER 
CARE OF ~ E E T  POST OPFICE 
NEW YOR& NEW YORK 

1 October -1947 

Fromt Ccammdhg Off h e r ,  Attack Squadron SIX BAKER. 
To: The Chief of Naval Operatiem. 

op via ti on History Unit 0 ~ 5 1 9 ~ )  . 
Subject: Squadron Histerg Supplement No. 5. - Submtssion of. 
Rdf erence: (a) Aviation c/L 71-46. 

Enclo sme: (A) Squadron History Supplement No. 5 for quarter d i n g  
31 $opt ember 1947. 

1. I n  acccrddce with reference (a), enclosure (A) i s  submitted 
herewith. t 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAgER 
CARE OF ~ E E T  POST OFFICE 

NEW YORE NEW YORK 

1. Ph ical  Movarpcnt of Unit. 
(aY*me. 

3. Im rtant ch s in typs and number of aircraft. 
( a r ~ c d d e n t s  =r personnel) - Class M; Ckas  M; Class C-O; Class D-2. 

Accident8 (material) - Class B-O; Class 01; Class D-O; Class Ad. 

(b) On 8 duguet 1947 one (1) NJ-6  was received by this  command for  
purpose of instrument training. 
On ll Augu8t 1947 three (3) SB2C-5 type aircraft were transferred. 
On 12 August 1947 om (1 SB2C.!j type aircraft was t w f  erred. 
On 16 A~,gpst 1947 tm, (2 1 SB2C-5 type aircraft were transferred. 
On 3 September 1947 one (1) AD-1 type aircraft was received. 
On 25 Ssgtanrber 1947 a i r  6) AD-1 type aircraft were received. 
&a ZS September 1947 o m  1 1) 0-1 type aircraft  was received. 
On 29 September 1947 five (5) SB2C-5 type aircraft were traneferred. 

PART 11 

Narrative 

1 July 1947 t o  1 Augttst 1947. 

Officere reported for duty - 1 
Officer8 detached - 0 
Men reported for duty - 6 
Hen transferred - 2 

On 7 July 1947 Lieutenant   , U S l ,   while flJting SB2C.5, 
BuNo. 89464, collided with a gasoline truck while thclriing t o  the parkPng area 
upon completion of a routine training flight. Damage to  the @ant and truck were 
slight and no one was injured. 

1 August 1947 to 1 September 

Officers reported for duty - 1 
Officers detached - 1 
Ben reported for duty - 10 
Hen transfermd - 5 
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On I1 B-t 1947 Ensign , , while piloting a SB2C-5, 
BulCo. 89439 craahed a t  the dorrnrimd end of' runway #6 a t  W, Fentress Field, 
Virginia while practicing f i e l d e a r r i e r  l d i n g s .  It was feud that  Bnaign 

 had been f lying on his fifty-five (55) gallon fiselage tank since time 
of take-off from N.A.S., Nwfolk, Va, and he had forgotten t o  switch tanks prior t o  
running out of gas i n  t h i s  tank, 

Ensign  was not injured although class "Aa material daraage occurred 
t o  the aircraft.  

1 September t o  1 October 1947. 

Officers reported for  duty - 2 
Officers detached - 1 
Men reported for  duty = 7 
Men t m f e r r e d  - 17 

On 15 hptember a l l  plans; a t  East Field, Horfolk, V i r g i n i a  were evacuated 
t o  northern states t o  avoid possibility of' being dglpaaged i n  a hurricane 
heading up from the east  coast of Florida; Om. planes were evacuated t o  Rome, 
B.Y. with the first night spent a t  Floyd Bennett, New Pork, New Pork, On 16 
September the f l igh t  continued t o  Ram, 1P.Y. 

On 17 September a l l  pl-s were recalled t o  East Field becatwe Norfolk, 
Virginia was out of danger of bimg struck the hurricane which swept aocroas 
Florida aad struck Hew Orleans. 

Total -bar of officers on board as of 1 July 1947 - 33 
Total mmbar of officers gained between 1 July - 30 September 1947 - 4 
Total number of officers detaohed between 1 July - 30 September 1947 - 2 
Total number of officers on board as of 30 September 1947 - 35 
Total number of men on board as of 1 July 1947 - l.42 
Total number of men gained between 1 July - 30 September 1947 - 23 
Total number of men transferred between 1 July - 30 September 1947 - 24 
Total number of men on board as of 30 September 1947 - UJ. 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER 
CARE OF h E E T  POST OFPICE 
NEW YO= NEW YORK 

Narrative ( Cent @ 

The period reported on was $pent lPaf*r in dive baing and rocket training 
with all pilats lsoking forward to  the change fraao SB2C-5 aircraft to the  AD-1. 
Near the end of tb period a l l  pilots attended the BD-1 Mobile Training U n i t .  A l l  
pilots i n  the squadron vho are expected t o  participate in the %hake down# cruise 
of the USS CORAL SEA were familiarized i n  the AD-1 aircraft and qualified in  FCLP. 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER I 
/ 

CARE OF FLEET POST OFPICE 
NEW YO% NEW YORK (bsh) 

4- $,*(-- j ;p 

1. January 1948 

From: Commaading Officer, 
To : The Chief of Naval. Operations 

(Aviation History U n i t  Op=5lqS), 

Subject : Squadron History Suppl.ement No, 6 - Submission of, 

Reference : (a) Aviation C i r .  Ltr. n-46. 

Enclosure: (a) Squadron History Supplement NO, 6 f o r  quarter 
ending 31 December 1947* 

1 e In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (A) is 
submitted herewith. 

' ~ l e n  B* BUTLER, 
urn, USN, 
C o d i n g  Officer. 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER 
CARE OF -1 POST OFFICE 
NEW YOBE NEW YORK (bsh) 

su'P~lement No. 6 Chronolom 

1 October 1947 t o  3:L December 1947, 

1, Change of Command: 

(a) A t  change of command ceremony on 31 October 1947 Lieutenant 
Commander Glen B. BUTLER, , 1310, USPT, of St. P ~ u l ,  
Minnesota, took command of the  squadron, 

2,, Physical Movement of Unit: 

(a) None 

3, Loss of Personnel: 

(a) Operationally; None (0 ) .  

4. Important Changes i n  Type and Members of Aircraft: 

(a) Accidents (personnel) - Class A-0; Class B-O; Class C-0; 
Class D-4. 
Accidents  ateri rial) - Class A-2; Class B-O; Class C-1; 
Class D-1. 

(b) On 1 October the squadron had one (1) SNJ-6 a i rc ra f t ;  efght 
f3) AD-1 a i r c ra f t ;  and nimteen (19) SB2C-5 aircraf t .  During 
the three (3) month period <:overed 1Sg t h i s  supplement, the 
SBX-5 a i r c r a f t  were transferred and AD-1 a i rc raf t  were re- 
ceived s teadi ly u n t i l  the new AD-1 squadron complement of 
twenty-four (a) AD-1 a i rc r rd t  and one (1) SNJ-6 a i r c r a f t  
was reached on 23 December 1.947. 

Narrative 

1 October 1947 t o  1 November 1947. 

Officers re orted f o r  duty am 8 
Office= detached - 1 
Enlisted men reported f o r  duty - 8 
Enlisted men transferred - 11 



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER 
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NEW YORlL NEW YOBK (bsh) 

Narrative (Contld) 

On 1 October 1947 Attack Squadron SlCX B- reported aboard the 
U.S.S. @ W L  SEA (CW-43) f o r  conuniss~.oning exercises a t  the lbr- 
fo lk  N a v a l  Shipyard, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

On the morning of 17  October 1947, E:nsign    
USML p i l o t  of AD-1 Bureau No,, 09278 i r ~ d v e r t e n t l y  lankled wheels up 
a t  NA&, Creeds Field, Virginia while making familiau-ization land- 
ings  * Ensign , was not injured, The a i r c ra f t  suffered class  
nCn material damage, 

On the afternoon of 1 7  October 1947, Lieutenant (junior grade) 
   USN p l l o t  of SBZ-5 Bureau No. 89434 s t a l l ed  and 

ground looped on'take off  following a momentary cutting out of the 
engine* A small f i r e  developed which was immediately extinguished 
by the crash crew, Neither the  p i l o t  o r  the passenger, , 

  ACOM, USN were injured, The a i r c r a f t  was a strike.  

1 Nwember 1947 t o  1 December 1947 

Officers reported f o r  duty - 2 
Officers detached - 5 
Enlisted men reported foir duty - 5 
Enlisted men transferred - 14 

On 4 November 1947, Lieutenant  USN, 
f lying AD-1 Bureau No, 09291 was rendezvousing a f t e r  take off from 
NBBS, Creeds Field, Virginia when the manifold pressure dropped t o  
about lOwo He succeeded i n  returning t o  the f i e l d  and touched down 
about half way down the runway, Severe application of the  brakes 
was not quite suff ic ient  t o  atop the a i r c r a f t  and it nosed up gently 
i n  the grass about t h i r t y  (30) f e e t  beyond the end of the runway, 
There was no injury t o  the pilot .  Class "DM m a t e r i d  damage was 
sustained by the a i rc ref t*  

On 12  Nwember 1945, Ensign  , USN p i l o t  of SB2C-5 
Bureau  NO^ 89360 ditched h i s  a i r c r a f t  i n  Pokomoke Sound near bombing 
t a rge t  No,, 25 a f t e r  experiencing engine f a i lu re  a t  about 1000'. The 
p i l o t  was able t o  turn  cross wind before landing i n  heavy seas. 
Neither Ensign nor the rear  sea t  man,  , AOEA1, USN 
were injured esd both swam ashore safely, They were picked up and 
flown back t o  Norfolk by a PBY rescue planeo The SBX-5 a i r c r a f t  was 
a s t r ike,  



ATTACK SQUADRON-SIX BAKER 
CJARE OF FLEET POST OFPICE 
NEW YO= NEW YORK 

PART Ix 

Narrative (Conttd) 

DurLng the l a a t  week of t h i s  month dl p i l o t s  attended air 
support school conducted by of f icers  of the U. S. Army from Camp 
Picket t ,  Virginia, 

1 December 1947 t o  1 January 1948 

Officers reported fo r  duty - 0 
Officers detached = 10 
Enlisted rHen reported f o r  duty - 26 
Enlisted men transferred a 10 

During the  f i r s t  two (2) weeks of December A i r  Group FIVE engaged 
i n  close air-grad support exercises i n  cooperation with uni t s  of the 
U, S. Army a t  the  Blackstone Amy A i r  Field Bombardment Area near 
Camp Pickett, Virginia* Glide bombing, rocket f i r i n g  and s t r a f f ing  
runs were made with l i v e  ammunition a s  directed by the Army obaer- 
vat ion and control un i to  

During t h i s  t ra ining period the squiadron began the adaptation of 
f igh te r  type t a c t i c s  t o  the AD-1 aircraf t .  This t a c t i c a l  revision 
was necessitated bg the superior performance character is t ics  of the 
new‘ AD-1 a i r c r a f t  and the l o s s  of the protection afforded by a r ea r  
sea t  gunner. During the l a t t e r  part  of the month flight operations 
were curtailed t o  a considerable extent by the absence of personnel 
on hollday leave and engaged i n  shipbloard operations preparatory t o  
embarkation of the A i r  Croup f o r  shakedown cruise i n  January 1948, 

Total number of of f icers  on b a r d  a s  of 1 October 1947 - 35 
Total number of of f icers  gained between 1 October and 31 December 
1947 - lo 
Total number of of f icers  detached tstween 1 October and 31 December 
1947 - 16 
Total  number of of f icers  on board a,s of 31 December 1947 - 29 

Total number of enl is ted men on board as of 1 October 1947 - 141 
Total m b e r  of enl is ted men gained between 1 October and 31 
December 1947 - 39 
Total number of enl is ted men transferred between 1 October and 31 
December 1947 - 35 
Total  number of enl is ted men on board as of 31 December 1947 - 145 




