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Enclosure : (A) HISTORY OF TORPEDO SQUADRON SEVENTEEH. 

1. In  accordance v J i a  references (a) through (dl ,  the HISTORY 
of TOWEDO SQUADRON SEVEXTSEII is herewith submitted. 
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Jan, 1, 1943 

July 13, 1943 
Sept. 26, 1943 
Sept. 28, 1943 
Oct, 2, 1943 
Oct* 3 ,  1943 
Oct. 1'7, 1943 
Nov. 5 ,  1943 
Nova 7, 1943 

- Torpedo Sqmdron S commissioned at NAS, Norfolk, Va,, 
under ComAirLant, 5 au%boxity of Chief of Naval Operati6i-m. 

- Assume& ship-based s t d m  aboard T3SS Bunker H i l l .  - Arrived S w  Diego. Cnme under authority of CodirPaco 
-, Left Sanr Diego far Pearl Harbor, - Arrived Pearl Harbor. . - Shore-based at Kaneohe, O&u. 
- Deported Peas1 Hgrbor, 
- Arrived Espir i tu  Gnnto Island, - Underwe as pat% of Task Group 50,3 . 

Nov. 11, 1943 
Nov. 25, 1943 
Jag, 1, 1944 
JESI. 4, 1944 
Jan. 29, 1944 
Feb, 1, 1944 
Feb. 2, 1944 
Feb. 16, 1944 
Feb, 2.1, 1944 

- kubaul. 
- Kavieng. - KnvS~ng, a 

- Kavieng . - Kimajdein. - Enimetok. 
- Enivretok. - T r u k *  - Tinian. 

F'eb. 25, 19& I- Enroute to U,S, ( ~ t  TJ.S,S, BUNKER HILL at Pearl ~arbm) 
March 10, 194 - Arrived NAG, Ahmedo, on DSS ESSEX. 

C-nding Officer of VT-17 was Lieut.Comdr. Frank M b  Ehltaker, $an' Diego, CaZ*, 
who wtls lust in a mid-air collision over EmiweLok. He was succeeded by Lieut. 
G .W ,Owens. 

The purpose of the squadron since its orgin has been t o  operate as a torpedo 
bomber carrier-based squadron i n  Air Group SEVENTF38. 

Note: 
A list of citations and awards for personnel i n  VT-17 from the t i no  of 
commiss5oning until the squadron was re-formed 18 April 1944 i s  not  avail* 
able t o  this command. That information could be obtained w$th current 
rocords on hand would be inadequate and inaccurate. The same is true in 
oonnection with no.rrsttive material of the squadron during the period from 
1 January 1943 to 18 April 194.4, Conplgte records of the squadron during 
that period were riot inherited by the, command which took over on 18 April 
19Ua 



Reformed NAS, Blameda 
4-18-44 

NAS A l m d a  
1$-18-L& t o  5-29-r;lc 

NARS tlontcrey 
5-29-44 t o  7-37-44 

Pearl Harbor - 
11-LO-/& to 11-10-&4 

VSS iCtmberLcznd Sound - 
11-10-44 to 11-l2-#!& 

NAAS Monterey 
,1-24-4& t o  8-14-44. 

NAS Hilo, Ilawaii 
11-12-44. t o  l%-15-44 

Tramisport to Pearl, - 
12-15-.l+4 to 12-161-4.4 

NAS Alaneda 
8-14-44 to 8-16-44 

USS Tzkanis B q  ( ~ u l i f i c a t i o n )  
8-16-4.4 t o  8-18-4.4, 

Pearl Harbor 
12-3.6-L&. t o  12-16-44 

NAS Alameda 
8-18-44. to 8-27-44 

USS Nassau 
12-7.4-411 t o  12-28-k1+ 

NAAS Vernalis 
8-27-44 to 8-31-A.4 

NAB A;gFzx28 L, Guan - 
U4.8-4.4 to 1-28-45 

USS _Kzsaan Bas - 
1-28-45 to 1-29-45 

USS, Efornet ( U l i t h i )  - 
2-1-45 to 2-10-45 

IfAS Alameda 
10-15-L& t o  10-27-44 

~ J i f a t  ion) 
10-27-4+ to 10-29-44. 

A-t Sea - 2-10-45 t o  3-5-45 - 

At Sea 
3-14-45 t o  4-30-45 





COMBAT 

PERSONNEL LOSSES 

Lieut. Thomas C, Durkin 67 Wall St, ,  New Pork, New Yosk, 
Thorns J. Tindall,  ARRllLc #224 93 33 540 E.Washington St., Trenton, N.3. 
Cecil m, Stewart, AOWc #657 16 21 106 N.12th S t ree t ,  North Carolina. 

Missing i n  Action following a s t r i k e  on Kanoyn Airfield,  
Kyush~i 13 May 1945. The plane! was last seen gliding toward 
Kagoshina Bay. Radio transniasions  fro^ Ltr h k i n  in- 
dicgted thnt  enenly AA f i r e  rendered the planets  engine 
useless. Sone witnesses said thiey saw a plane crash on 
the shore of Kagoshima Bay, It was not established Cow- 
ever, that the  plane was Lieut. Burkin's o r  tha t  the 
crash had been f s t a l  to the  p i l o t  or  crew. 

L-L : : r - :  , Tal.lmdge Eestaoreland 2600 Piednont Aye., Berkeley Calif., 
Liz.--:,-! i j*i , West, AOM3c #733 71. 81 520 Grand Avenue, Hoquian, Wash. 
'r'n',er+, il,, YbillFans, MM3c #828 01 17 2602 Russell Road, Portsnouth, Ohio* 

!!issing i n  Action fol3lowing t h e  Kure Attack on 19 lh?ch 
1.945. The plane was last seen i n  a gl ide over Kure KO 
:..nil hettdod nclrthwest toward the beach. Some of the VT 
y-L7.nts had heard a trnnsnission fron Lt. ( jg) .Pu'estmorc- 
-!a::? t h a t  h i s  plane had been h i t  and t h a t  he ms going 
r Tne plane was apparently still under control, and 
r.o~i:-d have nade a safe energency landing, i f  addit ipnal 
AA f i re 'had  not fur ther  disabled the p l w e  or  wounded 
-212 p i lo t ,  

- *  * * 
. . Ens.  ,--I 12 qn T, Rooton 1001 N.W. 16th Strret,Oklanoma City, 

O'rcTahona. 
ilobert A ,  E:trreri, &hT!d3c #576 99 06 4 4 l 5  Avenue R., Galveston, Texas. 
Richard W. Gero, Ai3!.3e #225 44 19 46 Chetwood Terrace, Fanwood, N.J. 

l<lissir,g in Action following an a t tack  on a Jap Convoy in 
thd  East China Sea on 24 March 1945. ' Ensign Haoton's plane 
was lnst seen mking a torpedo a t tack  on a nerchant vessel 
i n  the convoy. Two TBMts mere seen t o  crash during the  
attack.  It i.s believed one of these was piloted by Ensign 
Hooton. Subsequent searches of the area disclose no evidence 
of ~urvivors . * *  



COMBAT 
I 

PERSONNEL LOSSES. .. - 

Ens, Leo OIBrien Louisvil le,  Nebraska. 
Jacob Em fiicketson, M 3 c  #893 25 05 719 N.Madison, Douglas, Ga. 
James L. Ophein, dRN13c #322 OB 89 205 S.Hyland St, ,  Anes, Iowa. 

l!!issing i n  A ~ t i o n  following an a t ta  ck ~gainst t h e  
Yanato i n  the  East China Sea on 7 Apri l  1945. The 
plzne was l a s t  seen making a torpedo at tzck on t he  
Ynnatots posl; bow. AA f i re  was intense,  ~tn4 u TBM 
was seen t o  :;plash i n  the planeJs  v ic in i ty .  Subae- 
quent search showed no evidence of survivors. 

I 

Rus:;eLI L , IdiLler, AOM3i: #869 36 03 Ringle, Wisconsin, 

3cnd At Sea. Miller  died a s  a r e s u l t  of exposure and 
j - l l n e s s  cont,racted during nine days a t  sea i n  a l i f e  
~zft, The plane of which he aras gunner had an emer- 
gcrLsy' m t e r  landing about 150 n i l e s  northwest of Okin- 
CiTjcl. Shim. on 21, Miirch 1945. hlirie days l a t e r  the three- 
ran crew was picked up seventy miles south of Kyushu. 
tl;-~ller was i n  a c r i t i c a l  condj.tj.on when rescue on 2 
A* ri 2. 1945. He died khe same day aboard the IJSS CHW- 
' 3  His body was renoved t;o Zamni S h i m  :in the  
3.2:-stp%. Ret to ,  cboul 20 n i l e s  west, of Okinawa, and was 
b~ xvith military honors. 

PEXSONNEL IFIJIJRED 

l . , ' ~      

Fzce and head cuts during the a t t ack  a t  Kure on 19 March 
1945 9 

Lt . ( jg) ,     

blinos 1-ef t ?:rn i n  juries during the at tack on Kure 
on 19 Xarch 19/c5. 

  ,  hRMlc(T) #    . 

Bead injurie,~ during the attack on Kure on 19  March 1945. 



USS TAKANIS BAY 

USS RANGER 

nss H O L L A N ~  

USS NASSAU 

SHIPS VT-17 WAS ABOARD 
_IC_ 

Qual i f i ca t ions  10-27-44 t o  10-29-4.4 
* 

Transportat ion f ron 
San Diego to Pearl Harbor 11-3-44 t o  ll-10--4 

Trcnsportntion f r o n  
Pearl Harbor t o  {Guam 12-16-44 t o  12-28-44 

Transportat ion f ron  
Gwn t,o USS HOBNET 1-28-45 to 2-1-45 

Coabat - Transportct ion 
t o  the  United S t a t e s  2-1-45 

. 2 :  'I:; :1k ?r.,railron v~3.s based on board t h e  above carriers as Torpedo 
:,rl , l c L r  r ,r, SSiiEYTEEN of Air Group SEVENTEZN. 





SECTION A 

Section A of this narra t ive  w i l l  cover the period f ron  the  t i n e  of 

o r i g in  of VT-l'ii (1 January 191+3) t o  the time of r e tu rn  of t h i s  u n i t  to  tha 

United S ta tes  (10 March 194.4). 

Unfortunately, records of the squadron covering this period clre scant. 

The re-forried squadron comand i s  able t o  oonpile only inadequate h i s lo rb ica l  

data  covering the  above-nentioneld period. This repor t  is being prepared a t  sea,. 

a fat$ t h a t  adds t o  thrj l i n i t a t i o n  of i n fo rmt ion  sources i n s o f ~ x  as the 

"or iginalw VT-17 i s  concerned. 

Chronologic~~l  r ~ t o r i n l  on t h e  llc~rj.ginaln VT-17 squadron i s  contained 

i n  t h e  Ckronology of t h i s  repor t ,  however, and l ists  the required d a t e  of or igin ,  

r .T1s:a;  ~f com~anding Officers,  novements of the  u n i t  and act ions  i n  which it 

engclgcf"i ~ 7 r ~ r s o n n e l l o s s e s  are, acain, not  availzble t o  t h i s  cormand, except in 

t h e  i n ~ ~ a n c i ~  of Ldeut.Comdr. Frank M. %hi.taker, San Diego, who w a s  the squadron 

1 -: r:r,.;/-, the o r ig ina l  VT-17 was conmissioaed 2 t  NAS, Norfolk, was 

trdi-it:2 on %ha Eaqt Coast, took a shakerdown cruise  t o  Trinidad, and u l t i w t e l y  

-7-1- th;.ugh d:e Panam Canrl aboard the USS BUNKER HILL f o r  act ion i n  the  

1's~:ifrt :, . (Sea C ~ I - ' C ~  )I O ~ Y )  . 
if VT-1': uvsl .J-ganized as the  torpedo bonbing squadron of Carrier  Air 

Group 17, aiu -;.as c:~,?r~l;,sioned under the  author i ty  of the Chief of Navsl Opera- 

t ions ,  Tie sqaadrc-i mils u ~ d e r  t h e  connand of ConA.irLnnt during i t s  period on 

the East Coast, and w c s  t ransferred t o  t h e  /Connand of ConAirPac arhfle .in the 



in the Pacific theater. 

SECTION JJ 

Section I3 of t h i s  Histroical Data narrative of TORPEDO SQUADFDN SEW- 

TEEN covers t h e  period from 18 A p r i l  19&, when the unit was re-forned., until 

the squedrcn returned to the  United Sta t e s ,  after conbat, i n  July, 194.5. 

* * 3- 

1. General: 

TORPEDO SQUADRON SEVENTESN was re-formed 18 April 194.4 a t  NAS, Afameda, 

C a l i f  o-ni-:L, Lieut .Condr. WiLlian. Melvin Rourberger,  , 

~   ~ ~ r v e t '  as connanding off icex through t ra in ing  end conbat, 

I 

Vri'- 7 ~ 2 . s  organized under the authority of the Chief of Naval Operations, 

as tor'pcct~~ ?ciq:, lng squ~dron  of Gsrrier A i r  Group SEVENTEEN. Average conplemnt 

<~lri.ng -Lr 2 ;  !'.,;; ,ad conbat has been 27 pilots (reduced t o  23 just before en- 

..? -7 ..., - i . ny  fro^ NUS, HILO and the  co~zbat zone) ,  three (A)L officers, one (A-T) 

3 .  o i l ~ + ~ 2  54 aircremmn (reduced to 46 when the  p i l o t  reduction was put into ef- 

6 ,  , > q  , , T h i s  r igme inclucles one A(OM), one ALCMM, one ACEM, one Ylc and 20 non- 

f ly ing  e n l i s t d  personnel.. 

TkLe dut ies  of t h e  nonflyine, officers inckuded a d n i n i s t m t i o n ,  i n t e l l i -  

gence, radar m d  c:cinance, and the  du t i e s  of the nolnflying en l i s ted  personnel 

included the  o f f  i c e  work and ai rcraf t  mintenwee . 



2. NAS, AIJARlEDA 18 April 194.4 t o  29 May 1944: 

This period was one of squadron organization. Departnents were s e t  up, 

and r e spons ib i l i t i e s  assigned, Ground S~:hool, d ivis ion and sect ion flying, 

navigation, a e r i a l  gunn~ery, and gl ide  bonbing t a c t i c s  aere  emphasized, 

During the  period the squadron personnel becane "a~qua in ted ,~ '  and ac- 

quired t h e  hab i t  of  working together a s  an e f f i c i e n t  unit orghnization. 

One p i l o t  and .two ai:rcremen were l o s t  during a t ra in ing  gl ide  bonbing 

attaok i n  San Francisco Bay, 

The usual  soc i a l  functions mer heltd t o  secure tlie s p i r i t  and fellow- 

ship  of the squadron, 

il 

j, i 'L"A3, !ifcnterey, Cal., 29 May 194.4 t o  1';' 3uly 1944: 

Thc squadron cane i n to  :its prinaqr elenent dwing  t h i s  ~erio'dl by con- 

~ e n t r : ~ . i . l &  r'KA torpedo a t t acks  and tac t i cs .  Combat conditions were s inula ted by 

(7.114 F3u:c 22 ',c:r~ed surface t a rge t s  and destroyers i n  Monterey Bay. Over-water 

,l:i-igL:tion f l i g h t s  were extended t o  increrase the  proficiency of VT-17 i n  the  

,:se of i n s t m e r l t s  . Squadron bonbing tnc t i . cs  a l so  were designed by Lieut.Co~dr, 

r :berger and beca:ne squadron doctrine during this period along with new, i m d  

prmer! syusdron t o - ~ z d o  t a c t i c s  {:see Appendix ,131, 

Squadron sl!;ght, doctrinr: was practiced t o  insure  e f f i c i en t  fornations 

to and f rom i ,bs 11rgz: 1rca~ and t o  assure proper rendezvouses. 



Sinu3ated searches were conducted, and the  squadron was ins t ructed i n  

air-sea rescue. Squadron cross  cowltry : f l ights  g w e  the  divis ions  the  "feel" 

of the  mit i n  the  air. 

4. NAAS Vernalis, Cal., 17 July t o  24 JiiLy, 194.4:: 

This was a period of night landings and f i e l d  landings, rund addi t ional  

Landing Signal  Officer t ra in ing  f o r  a l l  pi . lots ,  especia l ly  those without previous 

conbat experience. The squadron spent a wleek a t  Vernalis, then returned t o  

Monterey and continued torpedo and bonbing training.  One 14 August the squadron 

had returned t o  NAS, Alaneda, f o r  inter-squadron t a c t i c s  anc! a i r  group training.  

5 '94s) Alaneda , 14 August 1944 t o  2 No~reiber 19f&: 

This  period covered air group tisc'tics and "attackst1, long range f l i g h t s ,  

f n ; c r - . ~ l i ~  group t rnining a t tacks ,  carrier cqualifications on the  USS Takanis Bay 

an(] ';I% Ranger, rocket t ra in iqg  a t  NUS Arcata, Calif., and additiona:L night 

:'.fir 3 and t'. ."Ei c a r r i e r  landings a t  NAAS, Vernalis. 

Brr:;mge~~ents were nade a l so  w i t h  Arny o f f i c i a l s  a t  Caap Cooke, Cel., t o  

.. . . $ ,  C T  . .  s<...,e i n  c1o:;e ciir  support exercise w i t l n  ground unit$ a t  the  canp. TiJerither 

'.l,tr:::.fcrred m i t i  the  proposed plane, hou~~iver, and the  scene o f  close i z i r  support. 

-:rnl~ing f o r  .Lk-.o F.J..: ., proup was changed t o  :Petalma Harsh, ans-area uboiut 30 n i l e s  

nor th  of NRS , 13 1.. .mt?a , 

Cone'-5 .'S Liinc was devoted t,o t h i s  close a i r  support t r a i n i n g ,  

!dobile radio  unit6 ?:re used by the air group A C I  o f f i ce rs ,  who acted as COJ- 



nanders Air Support Control, Unit,, Pilots were assigned in divisions so .that each 

p i l o t  learned the  nechanics of locating assigned t a rge t s  from gridded nzlps or 

photos and be cane iridoctrinated i,n pin pointed bombing, (The exheus t i v e  training 

proved fruitful during the cocsbat air support of lwo Jima and Okfnawa ,Shim), 

Long range inter-air group attacks on target areas 250 miles from base 

were nade during this period, 

The squadron boarded t h e  USS TllXANIS BY, 16 August for a two-day 

qual i f icat ion cruise, and qualified without incident or blowing out a t i re ,  The 

rocket training period a t  NAAS, ARCATA, wtts fron 2 October to 10 October. On 27 

October the  squadron, despite 'Bad meather, uoarp&eted i t s  live-rocket syllabus. 

Crzrrier qualification laildings an3 take-offs were mda frob the US$ RANGER during 

the period of 27 October t o  29 0c.tober 19k& 

After considerable "boxin' up,"' +;he squadron boarded a train, fron 

ll?_rlctnd to Sara Diego, where it enbarked oru the USS fiOLLANDfA fo r  Pearl  Harbor. 

6 MAS, HILO, HAWAII ,  1;! Novervbcr 1944 t o  1.6 Deceaber 1914: 

VT-17, with o-t,her squadron of the AIR GROUP were assigned NAS, HILO, 

-:o:~. advanced base t::ili;;irrg and air group tact ics .  A por t ion of the pilots flew 

$.:r:~e:, fron Odm, o-tJ,e:* p i l o t s  ant1 offseers ,were flown i n  transports ,  and soae 

oi'ficers and enlistcd personnel were transported t o  HILO on t h e  USS CUMBERLAND 

SOUND, 

- 16 - 



H I L O  was the  squadron's first brush w i t h  the seni-tropics and living 

conditions at an advanced station (not havihg yet reached GUAM), Gunnery, sews- 

ehes, in t e r  island hops, squadron and air grou# Wctics ,  co-ordbated n2r group 

and inter-air group tac t ics  and erinulated torpedo attacks on blue shipping were 

included in . the training during this period. 

Living condlitions at H I L O  were' saf4sfactory. The officers' and mens 

quarters were clear1 and smitary despite %he indigenous dampness due t o  heavy 

rainfall, 

Pre-Dawn s j - d a t e d  attacks c~n friendly shipping 5n the Hawaiian area 

wero valuable, if dangerous, to VT-1.7 p i l o t s  during th9s perf oe, Because of 

widespread cloud cover a great portion of the time in t h i s  &re& during #8 win- 

ter season, the pilota were able t o  utilize tbia iraportant conbat advarhage in 

sinulated shipping attacks# HorisontaZ bombing tactics were perfected here, 

The squadron left H'ILO 15 Deccanbex 194, went to Pew1 Hurbor on an 

Inter-island steamer, the nnse of which is d j ~ f f i c u l t  a d  happily forgotten* 

13n 16 Decenber the USS NASS.AU left Pearl Harbor w i t h  the squadron enroute to 

7 .  NAB AGANA, GITAV , 2& Deccnber 19lU t o  29 January 3,945: 

G U M  became i2~edintely nore kdvancedfl %an HLIX). The squadron officer: 

and men lived in Quonset hu,ts, and cstle canned food, bathed in public and cold 

water and washed their clqrthes in all. types of ingenious cont~ivcsnces~ 



Some refresher carries landing~~ mere niade during this periodt and some 

d i t ~ i s i o n  gunnery runs were mde. 

One two-plane s t r i k e  was mde on ATrUIJAN, from GUAM during; khich VT-17' 

s nconbnt bombingn was i n i t i a t ed ,  (The crossroads of the  by-passed island's 

v i l l age  was h i t ) .  

After one nonth on GIJAM, t he  air group ambarked f o r  ULITHI on t h e  USS 

KASAM BAY, arriving there 1 February 1945. 

8, kboard the  USS HORNET 1 February 1945 t o  13 June 1945 t 

The HORNET sortied from ULITHI 10 February 1945 with A i r  Group SEVEN- 

TEEN aboard. Training exercises  had been cont3ucted an a pre-operation shake- 

down cruise &, 5 ,  and 6 February, and conti.nued on 11 and 12 February. P i l o t s  

vlere briefed on the f i r s t  operation, "Toki~,~ i on 13 and 14 and 15 February. 

Tokio w a s  a. big nane. The war looked big artd important t o  TTT-17 a t  

this mor~ent, xnil i n  the  squadron ready rooms smiles passed rakishly and nerv- 

8 ~ u s l y  before the  f?.rst take offs.  VTts f i r s t  t a rge t  was HACHIJO Jim, only 

:n island. very cLcc;c, t o  Japcm and Taki.0, but a t e s t ,  and unknown nevertheless. 

The a i r f i e l d ,  L q r . ~  j7-1 ltions and s13a3.l craft i n  the harbor were h i t ,  16 Feb- 

ruary. The p i , b h  rz-ie bnck with enthusiasm. This was the squadron's first, 

rec l  ~ t t ~ c k  on the enezy, IF'ollowing this hop, the  sane day, a ni.ssion was 



N A R M T I V l  

sen t  over HAMAMATSU Ai r f i e ld  -- the Honshu homeland! The AA was tldisappofnting,tt 

S t ~ a f i n g  by the squadron was rampant. Extensive danagc was i n f l i c t ed  on the air- 

f i e l d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and parked planes, 

For three days the Task Force haunted Monshu, VT h i t  other a i r f i e l d s  

(TOYAHASHI and KANOYA), and C H I C H I  Jim', a h o t  spot  of anti-aircraft, ,  which tucked 

i n  t h e i r  confident ea r s  sone~rhat but  hardly affectod their nggressi~reness. 

The force  steaned then f o r  the primary operations objective,  IWO Jima. 

The squadron was t o l d  llTOKIOlf had been tfdiversionary," and a f e i n t  t o  keep Enpire 

a i r c r a f t  aground watching the home f i r e s  burn while t h e  araphibious w i t s  prepared 

t o  t ake  the little i s l and  i n  1;he Volca,no Retto, 

IWO was PETALW WdtSH in t h e  real What the squadron had practiced 30 

nilcs north of A M D A ,  they were repeating 650 ailes south of TOKLO, Five sup- 

por t  nissions were launched t o  support the IN0 ground forces, and %he "welldonesfi 

mere adequate paynent fo r  the long hours on and over PETALUMA MARSH, 

VT was given i ts  f j . r s t  crack a t  Jap shipping i r i  MIYAK0 Hakuchi. Search 

disclosed two nerchantmen and a, DE the re ,  Five torpedo-bearing TBNIts were launch- 

ed 1 March 1945. Three of the p i l o t s  shared two h i t s  on t?n SB, which ex2loded 

spectacularly and sank, and two other VT p i l o t s  shared i n  the  sinking of a MIC. 

The f i f t h  pilot;, a veteran, returned shanefacedly and adnitted he had scored but 

a near niss on tile DE, 



This strike conpletod the  f i r s i t  phrase of cruise of VT-17, The 

Task Force returned i,a ULIWI 4 RZarEh. 

I n  11 days the  fuxcta was a t  sea again,  t h i s  tine f o r  an extended prokrl, 

one vdiich took the  scluadron i n  forty-seven (47) days $0 such targets as on 

the INLAND SEA, the P : E W  RE'IZTO, which was a pre4nvasion opereticbns f o r  QKIN- 

AZA; shipping in the EAST CHINA SEA, OKINANA, AMAM1 GVNTO islands, AMAMI GUNTO , 

shipping, Kr"lNOYA, SliE:ISHIMA GIJNTO, andl the  ;TAP FLEET, spearheaded by the  l a t e  

Y AUTO. 

KURE, 19 March, v u i l : L  renain a nightnare sf multi-colored f l a k  as long 

as tho squadron l ives,  Piercfing t h i s  lethal pyro-technic display srith a torpedo 

' bomber was akin to s t i ck ing  onets f ingers  i n t o  a bowl of hot  colored narbles, 

S t i l l  the  ships  were below it -- waiting but artgry ducks on the harbor pond. VT- 

17 palced "12 f ingers" into the  marble bowl, andi pulled back e igh t  whole ones. 

Three were injured, one was nissing. But i n  those weary f ingers  was adequate 

f e e l  of contact  and acconplishnent, tlT--17 scored 14 X 50&pound bomb1 hits on 

e igh t  ships,  

The K E W  EiETTO reninded mnjr af the p i l o t s  of hone, 11; WEB a sleepy 

group of hilly islaads breeding people apparently of 'the soi l .  Even so, the 

little islands were obstacles to the goal OKINARA. VT-1'7 honbed and burned then 

three times 23 March, 



An eight-shi~p enemy convoy, apparently enroute t o  succor OKINAWA, wtts 

spot ted  too fxoa the i r  hone shore i n  the EAST CHINA SEA 24 March. Twelve 

VT-17 planes, with others  of the Task Group, were launched. Three of the  squad- 

ron's planes fa i led  t o  reech th.e tcxget  due t o  t h e  emergency water landing of one 

m d  rescue procedure of the t w o  planes standing by. (see Air Sea Rescue Appendix 

10). The nine planes carrying t h e i r  torpedoes t o  the target,  however, scored six 

h i t s  on f r ? u r  ships, all of which sank' dup ing  the Task Group attack.  

Pre-Invasion OKINAWA support began f o r  VT-17 25 March. Incl.udir?$ these 

and the nuuerous post--invasion nissiona, VT-17 flea a t o t a l  of 24 wSTtlLhut losing 
t 

n. plane o r  crew. Targets included prac t i ca l l y  everything stationar:p and moving 

on t h e  ground f r o a  aircraft  revetments t o  truck convoys and galloping horses ( the  

I n s  t-mentioned galloped unnolested) . 
OKINAWA, despite occasional f l u r r i e s  of AA, ultimately beoane the 

convenient route t o  an Air Medal, but it was s t i l l  tedious, technical business 

over the t a rge t  with the ever-present potential  of being destroyed a t  low 

altitude. 

M W  GUNTO held o u t  t o  VT-1.7 p i l o t s  afrfie.ld and shippirtg t a r g e t s  

mostly, and occasionnlly a barracks as-efr o r  a concentration of aircra ft revet- 

ment s . 
Ordinarily canoufloge played i t s  theatrical .  role i n  the Gunto. S h i p p  

ing, when found, was of teq  close against the ponderous shorelines under nets or 



or  t ree linbs, and the aircraft ,  too, mere hidden in groves, During two shipp- 

ing s t r ikes ,  though, VT-17 d ~ m g e d  eigh-t ships, destroyed two luggers anC damged 

other  smll c r r f t .  

MXYAKO St-liw was an excellent airfield target* It was nore circular, 

l i k e  a bullt s-eye, than were nost of the adidly--shaped MANSE1 SHOT0 nipfields. 

T h i s  shim m s  h i t  twice by VT-17, Its bo~lbs were dropped on the a i r f ie ld  and 

2;s ta l lnt ions  principally. 

On 7 April., n portion of t h e  Sap Fleet, including the YUMATO, was 

;-I.:;acked in the  EAST CHINA SEA, Thirteen planes of WT-17 were i n  on t h e  k i n ,  

.(- .:era the first torpedo p:Lanes t o  a t t a ck  the pr incipal  wits, i.ncluding the 

~~-7.zt32 45,000-ton YANIATO. Four of thte eight VT-17 torpedoes f i red at the TAU- 

TO scored h i t s  on the  por t  s ide of the big ship. The sh ip  l i s t e d  t o  the port, 

wounded painfully* Three other V T 4 7  p i lo t s  chopped their torpedoes on the 
I 

TERUTSUKI class DD in the force, scoring one hit. The DD sank, One torpedo 

hung up, and one ni,saed a DD i n  the screen. One p i l o t  and crew were; l o s t  at- 

tacking .the port boi~ of the YAMATO. A l l .  of the ships in the  convoy seemed 4x0 

be uncl.erway and naneuvering when the squ~dron attacked. T~~pedoers were.dropped 

rrgainst the  YAMAT0 fron an altitude of 600-70iJ f e e t  and from an average range of 

1500 yards* Torpedoes were set a t  210 feet  depth setting f o r  the YAMATOI (see 

comenta of CO), and a t  10 f ee t  depth setting on the  snaller ships i n  this 

force. 



Colored puffs of AA, l i k e  those observed a t  KUm, were seen also during 

this attack. The shipborne AA m s  intense, destroying one VT-L'I plane and danag- 

ing five others, ming + m k s  were carried by t h e  VT-1'7 planes f o r  the  263-mile 

leg out nissron. The planes wme in the air five hour's. 

The target was hazg,, and the ceiling during the  squaGronls attack was 

1'rjn 1200 t o  2000 f ee t  with seven tenths clouds and i r l terni t tent  rain. 

Returning pilots said t he  YAhUTO assuned trenendous proportions as 

1-!~.4r attacking planes drew v~ithin dropping range, She was underway at high speed 

Following the exci tenent---and re j oicing--over the YAMAa'O attack, VT-1'; 

" c  L-.,.2.-ed down* t,o EL series of s u p p o ~ t  lhttacks on OKINAFiA and airfield and in- 

,: tillations attacks on KIKAI: in kEllAMI G~mto,  

Although the support strikes were not of a spectacular nature, their 

effectiveneqs was essential t,o the advanccnent of graund troopa and the  u l t i m t e  

security of OKINBEA Shim and the s a t e l l i t e  islands intended t o  establish the 

base from which t o  h i t  Japanus honeland and/or China. 

After the su~port  strike on OKINAWA 27 April the Task Group left the 

operation area, and stearned to ULI'THX, arriving there 30 April, The group sort- 

ied 9 May snd on 12 May VT-1'7 was again, f l y ing  i n  support af OKINARA, str iking 

the now fauil iar  U N O Y A  Aisf ie ld  and other KYLTSHIJ a i . r f ie lda  and ir istallations,  

One SHIKOKU Airfield, shipping in the EAST CHINA SEA, additional strikes against 

AMAM1 Gunto and ended this final phrase of conbat by flying suppb paradrop 



nissions for the ndvtlnced front l i n e  troops on OKINhlTA~s harcl-fought southern 

sector. 

Driri~ge inf1,ici;ed on KYUSHUS s airfields and installntions by VT-47 was ' 

d i f f i c t i l t  t o  assess. M9st a t t a cks  against  t h i s  type  of target were g l ide  bomb- 

i?f' '~ t t scks ,  nild bombs were relec~sed a t  a.ltitudes ranging fson 1500 t o  3500 feet* 

I )-:. : '~ 'vnt ion by t h e  pilo1,s wes d i f f i c u l t  a l s o  since their planes were in 71,111-outs 

-1.::- :,Lly l:hen bhe bonhs hit t h e  +,!lr.gets. Osrer-all, however, the boabin& accuracy 

c-sti~nated at e0-90 per cent, and the damage extensive to airf&clds, rovet- 

r ; ~  :I.,,: norc than a dozen hangrrrs, scores of plane revetments, nrerehouses, work- 

- I , 7.:: 'b:lrr?cks, one gunpowder plant  an2 a dozen aircraft; factory buiMings. 

After a ser ies  of a t t a c k s  on KANOYA, IZUMI Airfield and SAEKZ Naval Air 

Y;: -, , on 14 K:iy 'urT-17 v~rts assigned i t s  first s t r i c t l y  i r ldust r in l  tdrg:et, the  

KiTf~d'irdQTO Ai rc ra f t ;  P l a n t ,  (The s t r i k e  was r e p o r t ~ d  as the first by U.S. Plrnes 

a p . i n s t  t h c  factory f . Fif teen of t!;e sy~zr'~c3sonl s planes in two f l i g h t s  dropped 

r! total of 52 X 500-pouncf bcilbs on the fsc:tory area seriously danaging three 

large camouf lagcd buildings, a Large lfUlt-shape6 building, four large buildi.ngs, 

deveral  sr!zLlar buildings, and I gas tank, During the second of t h e  two KUnRAh 

MOT0 s t r iked 4 X 560-pound bombs in one o f  the  planes hung up over tlne target, 

an2 v-trc droppcd returning t o  bzse on the gunpowder plant  nor th  of NOEEOKA on 

t r ~ e  e a s t  coast of KYUCtiU. Thc four-bomb SF. 3.vo mde a d i rec t  hit on t h e  f o w  

large adjoining buildingsr An explosion foll.ow@d, and the plank pias psobn'bly 
I 



WACHIR1UI Airf ie ld  w2.s hit 11, gay f o r  the first t ine by VT-17 plane6 

$usin? +,his p e ~ i o d  of o;7tz*rtions. PUTSUIIABiiA Gest, the only SHIKOM Airfield to 

';I,: .$t~c!:srl by V'T-17 pl i~nes  r2uri~zg the e11t;lre combat cruise, received one nissinn, 

S'ao T-7'-3.rl :ilr.nas nere Lnunched with f ighter  planes t o  intercept a 

' '- :f : - s h ~  n convc,y i n  ""he WiST C H I N h  SEA 22 May. One of tho planes scsrsd a di- 

7 \ r x (  SL13-;~1~~1d. LOLQ~ h i t  on a PC--13 sinking it. 

Anone the wrst succe:;sl~ul nissions of VT-17 over OKINAEA rierc; the t w o  

- 
1 ; r  1,,ra4rop f l i g h t s :  du r ing  vhich 12 plnnos flew a total of @ sort ie$ from 

'.' ; diV?L i i i rvf le ld  t o  the  a~lvcnced lines i n  t,he southern sector of t h e  island* A% 

idi, r, tim rut1 3ncl b l ~ c k c d  roads wcre hanyering g row4 mover~ents of s ~ ~ p p l i e s .  The 

~lnncs d?op??d, food, rvat;er, amunition arid nedical sup;~lies, receivrtd thanks 

r~n:i "me11 donesl' . 
Coabn-t nissions f o r  VT-17 ended 3 June 1945. 

There fol.lorred, i l o~sve r ,  one of the  rase harasging experiences. On 

5 June the sqtiadron!~ base s h i p ,  USS IZOFiITET, with other s h i p s  of the Task Group 

i:ncc?unterod rt t3q>boonl St~;,zdy wind& reached a veloci ty  of 80-ZOO knobs, w i t h  

~ u s t s  up t o  U O  knots* The seas vere nountainous, No one ms injured o r  lost, I 
I 

.hoirdever, rboord the  sb.ip. 



r' 

Task Oroq ~ w m h e d  Leyrt;e 13 June andl anchored in SAN PEDRO Bay. 

A f t e u '  $1 partinl shill-sLrippim, the , ' f l O E ; ~  sailed eastward 19 June 

,SL , ;ik3p~.lc;;~-s .:o:P co~~tbat  figureis and d.etails]. 

' $ m  Ccr.o~lol,q:y for Squa+?,x.on Log, Personnel Losses, etc  .) . 





nays at Sea in Conbat 105 
Conbf t Missions 69 
Conlr7nt Miles Flown 134,346 
Targets  23 
Bombs Dropped on Enemy Targets 3,885 
Rourlds of An~~unitA.on- E:xryenid6d at Enssrg Targets 108,680 
Ships  sunk 3.4 
Ships Probcbly Sunk 2 
Ships Damaged b;r Bonba 18 
Ships Damage(! by S t r a f i n g  18. 
Airl'ields H i t  13 
I s l ~ n d s  Attacked 12 
Enpire I s l t n d s  A t t ~ c k c d  (Honshu, K j shu ,  Shikuku). 3 
d i r c r :  f t  Destroyed 9 
L i r c r n f t  P r o b ~ b l y  Ilestroyed on G~~ound 28 
T o t a l  S o r t i e s  949 
Personnel Lost  or Missing 13 
Personnel Wotinded 3 
Personnel  Rescued 13 
Okinavra Support Stz ikes  24 
Iv:o Support S t r i k e s  5 
Own Planes Shot Down 5 
O o j n  Planes dcrlagud by enemy AA & J e t t i s o n e d  3 
Onw 'Planes Dnnagcd Ly Eneqy AA 21 
Own Planes Lost i n  Bcergency Rater  Lmdings 4 

APPENDIX I 
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YT-17 COiMBfiT CALENDAR 

6 

Okimna Support 
Okinawa SuppiLy Paradrops 
Okinawa Supp:Ly Paredrops 

Note: V!:;'here a s p e c i f i c  t r rge t  was hi% more than once; in a single day Lkere 
is hut one entry. 
Numbers in parentheses designlle t he  nmber of missions. 

LPPENDXX XI (B)  



MIPAKO Shim Hakuchi - 1 March I945 FURE - 19 March 1945 
6 p l tnes  attacked. 711 ,  h i t s  on 8 ships) 
6 torpe2.0 dropped ,, 12 planes attacked, 
2 hits on SB - Gunk 1 p i l o t  & crew Lost. 
2 h i t s  on FTC - S~mk 14 h i t s  on 8 ships - Damaged. 

JAP CONVOY - E,Chine Sf% - 24 March 1945 SHIPPING AMAM1 GUNTO - 2 April1945 
12 T.O. 8 planes attacking. 
9 reached target PF - Dnnaged 
1 p i l o t  & crew landed in water ZST - Damaged 
1 p i l o t  & crow shot down APD - Damaged 
3 torpedo h i t s  on FB - Sunk 3 Luggers (2  dest. - 1 Prob,dest,) 
3 torpedo h i t s  on FB - Sunk 
2 torpodo hits on 2 DZ - Sulk 

fLNMdI G U r J A  - (Kakc-:rona Anchorage) - YAPfiTO - 7 A p r i l  1945 
l2 planes attacked. 13 planes at tacked,  
7 h i t s  on 6 SDts & 3. tlPD ( ~ l l  damaged)'. 1 plane & crew l o s t  

5 planes damaged by AA 
8 torpedoes f i r e d  st XAbIhTO 
4 torpedoes h i t s  YAMATO (sunk) 
3 torpeaoes f i r e d  at; TEZUTSUKI 

(DD) 
1 torpedo hit TEEOTSUKI (DD). 

KANOYA A/F - 13 18:~jr 1945 
8 planes attackod 
1 plane h i t  by Heavy ilA 
1 p i l o t  & crew l o s t  
6 Enemy planes destroyed. 
5 Enemy planes pobably  destroyed, 

* * 3b. 

APPENDIX 1x1 

KUMAUOTO Aircraft Plant 
15 planes uttkcked (2 f l i g h t s )  
52 X 500-pound bomb h i t s  on a t  
leust 11 Lnrge factory build- 
ings,  one nuH-shaped buildings, 
several small bukl-dings, one 
gas tank. (A gungomder plant 
north of NOBEOKA oras probably 
destroyed during the  Second 
mission). 





, . 
Pf LOTS t PEf@ONALACHIEVEMENT 

L t .  ( jg) .  
1. torpedo hit. on FB i n  E. CHfEJA sE'A - 24 March 1945 - Sunk 
4 bornb hits on 4 T/% planes at  314 W O Y A  on 13 May 1945 - Probable destroyed 

on ground, 

Lt , ( jg ) .  
1 500-pound bonb k i t  on fSE Class BB in KURE KO - 19 March 1945 - Damaged 
1 torpedo h i t  on TerutsuM Class DD in  E. CHINA SEA on 7 Apr i l  1945 - Sunk 
I 500-pound bonib h i t  on Submarine Chaser (PC-13) - 600 tons in the  E, CHINA 

SEA on 22 May 1945 - Sunk. 
1 plane probably clestroyed en ground KAPJOYk A/F - 13 M2y 1945. 

Lt.(jg).   ,, 
,L torpedo hit  1 ~a$ch 1945 - on F'TCI in MIYAKO Hakuchi - Sunk 
1 torpedo h i t  - 24 NIELrch 19&5 - on FR i n  E, CHINAISEA - Sunk 

Lt.f jg).   
2 bomb hits on 2 T/E planes a t  314 KIiNOYA on U May 1945-planes destroyed on 

ground 
1 bomb h i t  on one (1) ~/'h plane at 316 iOlNOYA on 13 May 1945 - Probably des- 

troyed on ground. 

Lt . ( jg ) .  ,  

1 torpedo hit on SB in ~ I Y A ~ ( O  Hakuchl - 1 March 1945 - Sunk 

Et . ( j g)  .  
S t r ~ f e d  on VAN AJF K f K A I  Jim c)n 20 April 1945 - Damaged planes. 
1 plane probably destroysd, on g r o ~ g  W O Y A  AD - 13 May 1945. 

L t  . ( j g  ) .   . 
2 500 pound bomb hits on CV i n  KURT KO -* 19 March 194.5 - Damaged 
1 50-pound bomb h i t  on PF"in i;EihMI O S h i m  on 2 April 1945 - Dnmaged 
1 plone probcbly destroyed. on ground KiiNOYA A/F - 13 May 19L5, 

! 

LC.(jg).  
1 torpedo h i t  on YliNdTCI i n  E. CHINA SEA 7 April 1945 - Sunk 

~ t .  ( jg) .  
1 500-pound bomb hit on AK in KURE KO - 19 Idarch 1945 - D~maged 
1 500-pound bomb h i t  on kPD in AMAMI 0 Shima on 2 Ajpril1945 - Damaged 
I, plane probably destroyed on ground KANOYA A/F - 13 May 1945, 



, . .. 
Ensign   . - *  

2 500-pound bonb hits on CVL i n  K I ~ ~ E  KO + 119 March 1945 - Damaged 
1 500-pound bomb h i t  on LST i n  W I  0 Shim on 2 &ril 1945 - Damaged 
2 500-pound bomb hits on 3 SD*s i n  . G W I  0 Shina on 2 April 1945 - Eznmged 

- 4 bomb h i t s  on 4 T/E planes a t  314 :BNOYA on 13 May 1945 - Destroyed on 
ground. 

Ensign    
1 500-~ound bonb h i t  on APD i n  mT20M.A Shim Anchorage in  kdfAMI 0 Shim 

on 2 A p r i l  1943 - Damaged, 
3. toxpeclo hit on YiTlWI'O i n  E. CHI!MA SEA on 7 Apri l  1945 - Sunk 

Ensign , 
/ 

1 4 / ~  plane destroyed on ground a:n SUSAKI A/F at CHICHI  Jirna - 18 February, 
1 T/E plane destroyed on ground on ,SUS~PIL,A/F at CHlCHT Jim - 18 February. 
2 500-pcund bchb h i t s  on 2 DD*a i;.n KDlB KO - 19 Mclrch 1945 - Damaged 
1 torpedo hit - 24 @arch 1945 - on FB i n  E. CHINA SEA - Sunk 
1 torpedo. h i t  on Terutsuki Class DD in E. CHINA SEB, o n ( 7  A p f i l l 9 A 5  - Sunk 
5 100-pound bomb h i t s  on 5 enemy c r a f t s  i n  UCHI-NO-URA man on 13 Hay 1945. - 

2 2001 fishing schooners - SWllr 
1 Small f ishing c r a f t  - Sunk 
2 "  n (1 - Damaged 

1 plane probably destroyed on ground &MOYA A,@ - 13 May 1945, \ 

Ensign   , ' 
1 500-pound Soolb h i t  on SD i n  KAKERIOU Shim Anchorage, W l  0 Shim on 
2 April1945 - Damaged. 



Z X E L  - Tons 

SHIPPING & AIRCRAFT D W E  ASSESSMENT 

1 ss 
1 FTC 
1 F W  
a FW 
b Fishing Craft 
f Fishing Craft 
1 Smll Craft 
1 Lugger 
1 w r .  
T o t ~ l l  

comJ+r VESSELS* 

PROBA9LY SUNK 

m ,  Type Q u  

U P  > 

Total 

2. Sampw* 50 1FTD 1,000 
1 Lugger 50 1 SD 150 

1 SD 150 
1 S  150 
k SD 250 
1 SD 150 
1 SB 150 
1 SmaU Crnft 50 

~, a S Z W ~  50 
Tota l  100 Total 2, COO 

C f a ~ d  Tot0.1 70,C85 Grand T ~ t d  100 Grmd Total  90,750 
1 * -% * 

* Assisted A I R C L l F T  

&PPENDIX V Ll:s?,r:,:rel=: r:n Grcund - 9 Probably Destroyed on Ground - 28 Dmaged on Ground - 1 



COrnAT 
_I_ 

Airf ie ld  & Instablations 
Air Support 227 
Sflipijing 80 
Supply Paradrops 43 
Zndustrial Targets; 29 
SNASP 

NONCOMBAT 
Practice Attacks 
Ferry, Mc-i, Other @.sc. 
Tow 

T o t a l  

Grand T o t a l  949 

T a t ~ 1  C , m b c t  Miles 134,346 
Tot.a.1 Combat Strike Hours 1,862 
Totar Cruise Flying Tine 3,302 
Hours F l ; ~ r n  in t r a in ing  7,613 
AvePage ?4ission Miles 247 
average Mission Hours 3 *6 
T o t a l  squadron bcmrs ( t raining & combat) 10,915 

APPENDIX VI 
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L t ,  C o d r .  ROMBERGER, Willinn M.   
Navy CI-oss. .  
Dis tinguiqhed Flying Cross. 
Gold S t a r  i n  l i e u  of Second A i r  Medcl, 
A i r  Medal. 

Lieut.     . 
Navy Cross   
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Gold S t z r  i n  l i e u  of Third A i r  Medal, 
Gold S tar  i n  lie11 of Second A i r  Medal. 
Air Mednl . 

Lisut .    .    
D i s t i n ~ i s h e d  Flying Cross. , 
Gold Star  i n  l i e u  of Second A i r  hlcd:~1. 
Air Pded:~l, 

Lieut . ,,  , 
N ~ , v y  Cross   . 
Si lver  Star Medal 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Gold Star i n  l.ieu of Second A i r  Medal 
A i r  Medal 

I~ ieu t,     , 
Si lve r  Star Medal  
Gold Star i n  l i e u  of Thrid A i r  Mednl 
Gold Sta r  i n  l i e u  o f  Second Air Medal 
Air Medal 

Lieut . G .   
Navy Cross  .  
Distinguished. Flying Cross 
Gold Stair in l i e u  of Third Air fiiEed~l 
Gold Star i n  l i e u  of Second A i r  Medal 
A i r  Medal 

~ieut.(jg).  r.  . 
Distinguished Flying Cross   
Gold Star in lieu of Sscon,d Disthguished Plying Cross 
Gold star. i n  lieu of Fourth Air Bdedal, 
Gold Starb i n  lieu of Third Air aedal. 
Gold Star i n  lieu of Second A i r  Medal. 
A i r  Medal, 



BV'LRDS 

VT-17 OFFICERS 

L i e u t , ( j g ) .    
Navy Cross 
Gold Stclr i n  l i eu  of Third A i r  Medal 
Gold S t a r  i n  f ieu of Sec1oad Air Medal 
Lir Rlodal 

~ i e u t .  ( jg) .    , 

Navy Cross 
Gold S tar  i n  lieu of Socond Air Medal, 
A f  r Pvledrzl 

Lient . ( jg  ) ,   
Cold Star  i n  l i e u  of Second 

Distinguished Flying C:ross 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Gold Ste r  in l i e u  of Second Air Nedal 
A i r  Medal 

~ i e u t .  ( jg) .   
Navy Cross 
S i lver  S t e r  Medal 
A i r  NIednl 

Lielit .  ( jg ) .  . 
Dist inguished Flying Cross 
Gold Star in l i e u  of F;~urth A i , r  Medal 
Gold Ste r  i n  l i eu  of Third h i r  Medal 
Gold S t a r  in l i eu  of Secclncl B i . r  PJIednl 
Air Medill 

Lieut . ( j g )  .   I 

Gold S t a r  in lieu of Second A i r  Mcdal 
Air Tdedal 

Licut , ( jg) ,  . 
Gold Star in :Lieu of Second A i r  Medal 
Air *Medal 

, 
. 

 
. 

  *, 
   . 

  ., 
* 

  
 

 
 . 

   
. 

Lieut. ( jg) .   , 
Navy Cr~ss 
Gold 3t;r.r i n  l i eu  of Third Air Medal 
Gold Star in :Lieu of Second A i r  Medal 
Air Tdedt~1 



Irieut . ( j g ) .   , , 
Distinguirrhed Flying Cross 
Air Medal 

tieut , ( j g  )   
N ~ v y  Cros~t 
Gold Star $n lieu of Third A i r  Nedal. 
Gold St21x in lieu of Second Ads Medal 
Air Medal 

Lieut . ( jg) .   
Di~t in~guiehed  Flying Cross 
Gold S t a r  i n  lieu of Third A i r  Medal 
Gold Star in l i eu  of Second Air hledal 
Air Medal 

Ensign    . 
Navy Crose 
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air ledal 
A i r  Medal 

I 

Ensign D. 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal 
A i r  Meila3 

  

 
  \ 

  , 
 .. 

Ensign  ,  * ,, 
Navy Cross  
Gold Star in l ieu of Third Air Medal. 
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air UedrJI 
Air Medal 

Ensign   . 
Distfnguished Flying Cross 
A i r  Medal* 

 
, 

Ensign , 
Silv r Sta:r Medal  ,  
Gold Star in lieu of Secwd D:Lstin@shed Flying Cross, 
 is t dnguisl:red Flying Cross - 

Gold Star in l i eu  of Second bLr Medal 
Air gedaf. 



VT-17 ENLISTED IVfEW 

  ,, ARM~c(T),  0, USNR   
Gold Star  in lieu of Third Air Medd . 
GoZd 'Star in l ieu of Second Air Medal 
Air Medal 

  AOM3c, , Ik3NfC  
Air Medal.   

h 

  , AHVRC[T),  ,USMR    
Gold S t a  in l ieu of second Air Medal,  
A i r  i4edt.l. t 

 i?.,, :iM43c,  , USNR . 
Gol.r! S t a r  i n  l i e u  of Second Air MedrJ., 
Air IVi'ledaL, 

 . , 1"~&12c (T) , , US'NR 
Gold Star in lieu of Second. A i r  ,Medal. 
Air Ifcda:. 

  . , iiW.j13c[T), , dSaR 
Air MeGnl 

 TI) . , Slc (ARM),   2,tTSNR 
Air gedlal, 

  . ~ I R M ~   USNR 
2niZ Stai. 'i;l l i eu  of Third A i r  Medal 
Golcl ST.X-- i r ~  lieu of Second A i r  Medal 
Air Dilec~:j .I. 

  '. , AF':EC{T),  , USNli 
Ai+* Yeda L I  

   , BPJM~C(  ,QSMn 
Golcr S ta r  in lieu of T h i r d  Air Medal, 
Go'lct S t a ~ .  in lieu of Second Ail: Medal. 
Air Medal, 

,, AO~VILC(T,   trSN 
Gold S tar  in lieu of Third Air Medal 
Gold Star  in l ieu of Second A t r  Medaf, 
A i r  Medal. 

PhPf EFIDIX AX ( 331 
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AWPSIDX 
7- 

VT-17. aLX8TB'l MEN 

, ,  A ~ C ( T ) ,   DSNR    
Gold Stor i n  lieu of Second Air Medal  .  
Air Medal 

  AOMlc,  ,  USN   
Gold Stor in l ieu of Second Air Medal   
Air Medal 

  , AOM~C(T), , 'CISNR  , . 
Gold Star in Ueu of Second Air Medal, 

  AOM~C(T),   USHR  , 
Gold Star in l i eu  of Secand Air Medal  , 
i4.r Medal 

 AIW~C,  USNR . 
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal 
A i r  Medal 

  , , ACOM(U) (T) ,  , WHIR  . 
Gold Star ,in l.icu of ~klird  Medal 
Gold Star in lieu of' Second A i r  Ned@. 
Air Medal 

% 

  , W 3 c  (T) ,  USNR   ., 
A i r  Medal   

  AOK~~(T)  USN   
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal  
Air Medal 

., AOM3c,   , USNR 
Gold Star in l ieu of Second Air Medal. 
Air BAeda;L 

   ., AOMIT~(T),  ,  USNK 
Go&d Shr in S5eu of Second A i r  Medd 
Air MednX'. 

  ., ARB~~.c(T),   ,USN 
Cold Star in lieu of Third A i r  Nedal 
G/rpld S t a x  &n Ueu of Second A i r  Yedd 
Air Medal 

. , 
. 

  
- 

t 

 , 
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 Mt3c,   , USNB  
Gold Star i n  l icu  of Second Air Medal  , 
A i r  MeGal 

   kQ?G!c(  , USBR   
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal  
Air Medal 

 AfW13c,  7, USNR 
Gold Sbr fn lieu of Secon+ Air Medal 
Air Medal 

  A R ~ C ( T )   ,UaNR 
Gal2 Star in lieu of Second Air ~ a d a l  
A i r  Medal 

   , ~0Mlc(T), , USNR 
GaLd Star in l ieu of Third Air f4edrr3. 
Gold Star in lieu of Second A i r  h d a l  

   AMQcl[T), , IJFiHJi 
A i r  Medal 

  ,, 4 i l i ~ ~ c (  ,USNB 
Gold Star in Ifsu'of Fourth Air QAedal 
Gold Star in lieu df Third Air Medal 
Gold S t a r  in l i e u  of Second Air Medal 
Air Medal 

 . , 
 . 

  . 
. 

  , 
, 

, 
 . 

 . , 
 ,  

- 
  ., AfM3c,,  , WSNR   , 

Air Medal  , 

   AE3M2c,  USNR  , 
Cold Star  in 3,ieu of Second 4fr Medal , 
Air EdedaX 

  ASWT)c,   ,USNfi  s 
Air Baedal  , 

 I ,  AWc,  USNR ,  
A i r  Medal   , 



  &, AWC(T),   , USN-I.  
Gold Star i n  lihaiof Third A i r  Medal . 
Gold Sta? in lieu sf Second Air Medal 
Air Medal 

* , AOWC(T), , USNR , 
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal  , 
Gold Star i n  lieu of Second A i r  Medal 
Air Medal 

   . , AkRM3c, , USNh 
Gold Star  in l i eu  of Third A i r  Medal 
Gold S t a r  in Lieu of Second Air Medal 
Air MedaZ. 

A R N I ~ ~  (T) ,   USNR 
A i r  Medal 

 AWlc(T),   USIJR 
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal 
Gold Sta r  in lieu of Second Air Medal 
Air Medal 

  A R M ~ c , , USNR 
Gold Stnr  in l ieu of Third A i r  Nedd 
GaLcl Star  i n  lieu of Second A i r  Idedal 
Air Medal 

 , A O M ~ C ,  USNR - 
QistZngii$hed Flying Cross 
Gold Star in Lieu of Second Air Medal 
Air ~ e d d .  

 , AR?Uc[T),   , USNR 
Gold Star in l ieu of Thifd Air Nedal 
dlold Star in lieu of Secand Air ~~rclai  
Adr ~ f e d d .  

  ,.j iWQc(T),  , U5IU-i 
Gold Star in lieu of '43ec6nd Air Medal 
Air Mledaf ., 
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VT-417 ENLISTED l@H 

   hWlc , USN  
Distinguished Flying Cross  
Gold Star  in l i eu  of Second Air Medal. 
Air Medal 

 , h N c  (T) , , USSR ~, 
Gold S t ~ r  in l ieu of  Second Air Medal  
Air Medal 

 NVIM2c(T), ,TJSNR  , 
Gold Star in l ieu of Third ~iir Medd '  
Gold S t a r  i n  l i eu  o f  Second Air Medal 
A i r  Medal 

   ARKLC(T),  USNR   t, 
Gold Star in Lieu of Third Bir Medal  , 
Gold Star in lieu o r  Second A i r  Medal 
Air Medal. 

 d0M2c(T),   , USNR   , 
Gold Star in lieu of Third A i r  Medal  
Gold Star in l i eu  of Second A i r  Medal 
A i r  Medal 

., -30, , USNR    , 
A i r  Medal  

,  iUN2c(T),   , DlSNR    , 
A i r  Medal   



Five off icers  and nine combat aircrewmen were forced down a t  sea during the 
comb~t cruise. A l l  were rescued, One died as a r e s u l t  of i l l ness  contracted dur- 
i ng  3 prolonged period, i n  a l i f e  raft. 

Four of the f ive  emergency w5ter lemclings were made, (fortunately, i n  the 
v ic in i ty  of f r iendly  surface forces, and rescues were effected i n  less than 25 
minutes. One emergency landing, however, was rrlade during a s t r i k e  i n  the EAST 
CHINA S E A ,  a p p r ~ x i ~ e l y  $50 miles northwest of OKINAWA, and the  p i lo t  and two 
crewmen were a f loa t  i n  n l i f e  r a f t  nine d.ays4 

Except f o r  the loss of the one aircrewmen, personnel suffered no ser iod  
in jur ies  (except from exyosure) in the water landings and rescues, 

Fow p i l o t s  and seven aircrewmen were rescued by destroyers of the TBsk 
G r o ~ ~ p  i n  which the squadronls base carrier ma$ operating, Qne p i l o t  and two 
c i r  crewmen were rescued by n PBM dumbo-search plane. 

The rescues w i l l  be eonsidered- brief ly i n  chronological order: 

1. Lt . ( j g  ) .    ,  ,  , spbshed 6f 11! 
the starboard bow of the HOSC ET tho morning of 16 February 3.945. Riding in the 
plane were   ,, A P ? 3 c ,   , , 

o, and   APXNI~C(T),  6,  , 
. The plane madre a satisfoc.tory la~lding, and the '~ilot and crew climbed 

out. The plane sank almost imediately. No attempt was made to break out the 
l i f e ,  A DD came slongside the men ed them up uninjured within 15 min- 
utes. 

2,, Lt,(jg),   ,     , was 
p i lo t i ng  a TBM which-was h o c k e d  dovnir'by'enumy Ah flra over XWO Jim, De$pl.te 
-the fac t  that+ the plane*:%" cmltrb~l ecnble Mas uselassp Lt, (jg) i- r ;  tLhrougttb: 
fkngenims use of %he elevatok %o.b 'rkndY engine pwer made an excellent landing 
about e i g h t  miles off shore. The two aisorewmen,  ARM3c, #  

 , USNR,   , , a.nd    ~mLd, #  
, USN,    , were kstatioKbd 'in We a s l I t e ~  eooltpit 

f o r  the. ameygency landing i 2he ' three clanbed 'Out, sf %el? cinlgr -&nol-. :in juries'" 
hzd been sustaima. The Yife-raft was j,nELat& before 421e plane .sank. i"f"he+$afety 
equipment was i n  excellent c o ~ f i i o n , '  A deskrayex picked up the trio i n  about 
f ive  minutes, 

I ' :* 
i I ,  

I . . 
' , r, ,-- . , : : , . 

, '  ! ' . -  1. 1 . '  . : . . ! ... ; '.. ? .. ... .-. I... r .  .. .. . . < :  , . ' r  



imCUE 
ClCI - 

3, Lt. ( jgf . ,  ,    , 
was piloting a TBM vhich developed engine trouble about 150 miles northwest of 
Okinawa on 24 March 194.5. An emergency water landing m9 made. Tha p i lo t ,  and 
his airemmen,  AFN3c, #  ,    

, , and Idiller, Russel L., AOMI3c, #869 36 03# Ringle,  Rrisconsin, climb- 
ed out unfnjured and inflated the three-- Xif e raft, Two VT-17 planes on the 

' 

same nissjkon, which was t o  intercept a Jap merchantman convoy i n  the EAST CHINA 
SEA, ct~rr ied out  the  necessary rescue: procedure and were instructed t o  return t o  
base, ,  and Miller floated in the raft f o r  nine days and were 
drif ted to tiriYiin 70 miles of KYUSHU bafarle they were spotted (throw t h e  wake 
of a l i fe  Jacket trailed behind the life raft) by ~ ' P B M  dumbo-search plane, which 
picked thein up. Miller-died aboard ship shortly after being rescued 2 April* 

 and g, after  a convalescsnt period an a hospi ta l  ship and at a 
hosp i t a l  on Guan, retukned to squadron duty. 

4; Ldeut,  ,   b , ,  made an 
emergency water landing inside the destroyer screen on 25 Mzrch 1945, The land- 
ing was satisfactory, and was mde aft* the plane clev~loped engine trouble en- 
route to a strike on QKINAW, 'Neither Lieut. d, nor h i s  crew, , * 

 . ,  A M c ,  #     t    and 
, AOMlc,  , was injured, They were 

picked up by a destroyer near which %he lauding wa,s mde, Time in %he water was 
less than 25 winqtcs. 

5. Ensign ,    wde an emer- 
gency water Landing while flying a replace&nt plane from the USS ATTU to the 
HORNET 15 May 1945. Iie ahd h i s  aircrewman,   aRM3c,  , 
USNR,   , was injured in the f anding, The life 
r a f t  was broken out and occupied. The two d u k e 8  a i r m  were just a few &~n& 
red yards from i;he HQRNE3. A near-by 311) picked them up in five minutes, 

APPENDIX X e B 3 .  



Mew from Licut,  , (A-T), USNR, Radar Officer t o  C o d i n g  Officer 
Torpedo Squadron SEVENTBPJ, 

The frequent poor visibility encountered by t h e  present squadron as com- 
pared to the generclly good flying =eather experienced by the former VT-17, plus 
the addition of Racons to the Carriers added considerabfy to the importance of 
airborne radar, Each radioman tuned for the racon c3n the return from a mission, 
and o.lthough a t  times the only &con avrzik%ble t,o our task force was more Pike 
a jamming s i g d  thm n beacon, over n per.iad of time it was of considerable 
value. 

As an exclmple of the sesrch utility of this radar, on the 7 April eagnge- 
mnt w i t h  the Jap Fleet v i s ib i l i ty  mas under five miles. When the navigetiontll 
point of interception was reached radar com~tuct mas immediately made w i t h  AS3 
radar at twenty-three c i i l cd .  It wag the opinion ~ f ' t h e  le~der of the VT that 
,if the break-up had been nade and the attack begun try radar infometion rather 
than waiting for visible  onta tact, :s major po~?tio~n of the  AA could have been 
avoided. 

After 11 April all our replacement, planes Kere TBM-3E's w i t h  APS-4 radar 
By 27 May we had seven TBf-3Ets, !Che pilots were enthusiastfc about th? remote 
indicetors after  t h e i r  mltward position was; relieved by t i l t ing  the h o d s .  Most 
operators were inmediately able to read more from the class 3 presentation of We 
U S - &  and at considerably greater range t han  aria the ASB equipnent. 3ut the new 
equipment had the disadvantage of being freq~renYtg out of commission owing t o  
lack of spres. This resuited in several of our newest planes being without 
radar, The APS-4, when operating normally, generally picked up the YM beacon at 
maxim range. 

RADAR COm~Ism 

Upon coming ahard the HORNET the squadron was assiGed three special* 
trained RCM operators, and RCM insbllaiAons i n  the aircraft were made aboard 
ship, consisting of an intercept receiver, a pulse analyser, and a jamming 
transmitter. Fron the beginning the RCM planes absorbed most of the squadroats 
mi-sfortunes. On the first operation a@ HCM phne spun in,on take off and in 



the following s i x  weeks one mde a water landing off IN0 Jima beceuse o f  AA damage 
(this was not an Rr,NI mission) and two were shot  down, presumably while using the 
eqizipmoht. The only other losses during t h i s  period were two ditchings caused by 
cngine fai lure,  No further i n u t a l l ~ ~ t i o n s  were rade during t he  next s ix  weeks 
~ i h i c h  involv~d mostly a i r  support strikes. 

One i n s t a l l a t i o n  ~ 2 . s  m d e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of May f o r  s t r i k e s  c ~ a i i n s t  Kyushu. 
Yy t h i s  time t h e  p i l o t s  shoved a d e f i n i t e  d i s l i k e  of ly ing this type o f  plo.ne, 
Th i s  wzs overcone t o  some ex ten t  by checking out two of the  re&ulnr aircrowmen 
i n  t h e  operation of this equipment. Our experience indicz'ted t h a t  any BI?Mlc u i r -  
crnrman cr*n learn the operation of the gear i n  a couple of hours, for our re- 
quirements i n  spot-jnnning f ire-control  radar, and will inmediately becone more 
p r ~ f i c i e n t  than  tne  specic l l j - t ra ined miin because of h i s  experience i n  t he  a i r  
~ n c ?  with h i s  p i l o t .  The add i t iona l  information possessed by the specially t r r ined  
personnel suns mostly Lo maintenance prr~%lemsc . 

The RCN gear available was ccrried and m~.med on all s t r i k e s  where radar 
controlled AA was ant ic ipated,  window was also carried in each VT. In general 
the r ae i r l t s  indiccted i.nterceptions e.t 195-210 MC. And when a frequency was 
spot-,jrtmmd it ususl ly  secured soon a f t e r .  The overall impression of p i l o t s  2nd 
c?..irc~exmen on the use o f  winclow mas that the f i r e  had a teri3ency t o  follow the 
window, Tie had no HCX planes a t  the  tine of the  7 Apr i l  engagemen% aibh the 
enemy. fleet but 10 crn. window was used as crell. as t h a t  cu t  f o r  200 Mc. One plane 
P ~ S  s h ~ t  down i n  sn att2ck on a DD escorted convoy 24 March, the other  at Kuse 
Harbor 19 March where t h e  opposing AA f i r e  cenle from both ship  and shore batter- 
i es .  



Memo from Lieut. , (Al) , USNA, Engineering Officer to Commc~ldbg 
Officer Torpdo Squcdron SEVENTEEN 

Coning aboard the HORNET Februery 1, 1945 we experience 8 different  engin- 
~cring situation t h ~ . n  re had been accustomed to  throughout our training in t h a t  
the ship owned and controlled the aircraft. Previously they hod been assigned 
c!irectly .to the  sqwdron. 

Cue to prior experience witin air groups, th is  ship s e t  up its own engineer+- 
ing department to handle rmintem.nce and replacement without squadron aid. 

- 
Y 

B~cause of possible aircremnen combat I.osses, the ships engineering depart- 
ment couldn't always counl; an t he  a id  from sq[wdrron personnel when it was needed 
most. The replacement pol-icy, bringing crew w i t h  the p i lo t  has removed %hat con- - 
di'cion. Neveytheless, the ships policy still, roclains in effect. 

The skven ground persoru?el. in o w  squadron were.kept on the Zlight deck do- 
ing the necesstiry trouble shooting and continwUy acting as a lirtsion between 
the pilot  and ships eneinoers, The smooth cooperation between these two groups 
gsve us the availability of fourteen wt of fiits!en planes for our cruise aboard 
this ship. 

The ship handled all transfers for plane replacement, but requested recom- 
mendations from the squadron before Etffecting such. The replacement situation 
vas very good. PJ'e ?sad thirty-four p h e s  bhroqhout bur cruise st;arting wi%h 
four TIM-1Cts and eleven TW-3@s, ending w i t h  eight Ti%-3's and seven TBM-~E$~. 
We actually lost  only twelve aircraft. Of t;hese, fit% were shot aoan by AA, 
three were br,&ly damaged and jettisoned, an13 four were lost to water landings 
due to engine f,?ilwe, lack of fuel, o.nd on@ spun i n  on take-off. We had eight 
trms2'ared as flyable duds, due to excassiv(a engine t i m e  or defects in struct- 
w e  . 

Our TBMs were operated at a fast, but comfortrrble speed using engough power- 
to make the other aircre ft of o m  group comfortable. O u r  gas consllmgtion aver- 
aged fi-fty-five gallons per hour. Only on '&wee occnssions mere we c d . l ~ d  upon 
to use ming tanks end then only one usually umnder the sttlrboard w i n g .  This was 
jettisoned as soon as tho fuef was e&a,us$ecl. , 

We f l e w  1862 hours wit ln  over thirty-four aircraft for a total of 949 sorties - 687 combat and 262 non cornbet, This covers a period of four months. 

O w  planes were used for tow a great deca and the TBEd-3E proved,to be a 
great time-saver in r igg ing  for this purpose. We feel well satisfied w i t b  the  
TE%¶ cind'its obi l iky %o take the punishment we gave it an several. of o w  strikes, 

i 



Action Report Comments by the Comma.nding Officer 
Torpedo Squadron SEVENTEFdJ 

1, A I R  SUPPORT MISSIOMS: 

(a) It is of def in i te  value and assistance t o  have the target  air co- 
orGinator pin point assigned targets for large air group skrike planes. Grid 
co-ordinates and the true posit ion of assigned targets cre often r t t 'va~fance 
through no fault of the Gomander Aircraft Support Control Unit, who i s  in no 
physical position to accurately locate pin point  targets. In instances mhcrc 
air co-ordinators have ei ther  marked the autsfgned ta rge ts  or led the strike force 
i n to  the target,  results hnve improved, Biis was particulaly true doing low 
ceilings and poor vis ib i l i ty .  

(b) For the purpose of pin pointing targets,  air co-ordinators should 
use snoke rockets rather than explosive surface sockets. 

(c) Comunic~t ions bot~ileen CASCU and c i r  observers i n  planes other 
than str ike planes should lse naintainod to c'lear target  areas during attack by 
s t r ike  plcnes and thus ninimise confusion artd the poss ib i l i tg  of mid-air col l i -  
sions. 

2. BOMB LOADI2K;I 

(a) In order t h a t  the spacious bomb bay of the TBM bk used to the 
greatest s t r ik ing  admntage, it i s  recommended whenever prscticable to carry 
a capc i t y  load of 25Q-powd sntl 100-pound boabs. During operational bainlng, , 

t h i s  squadron carried successfully and w i t h  satisfactory results 8 I 100 and , 
L, X 250, and during air support missions carried lt X 250 and 6 X 100. The fore- 
mentioned loading is an increase of 800 o r  600 pounds respectively aver the 
norm1 and customry loading of LO-100 Ib. bombs. The closely-i;imed schedule 
under which carrier ordnrncemen are required to perform, places a& added burden 
on them 5nsofa.r as the loading of the planes is concerned, A capacity combina- 
t ion load of bombs, suckas was mentioned above, necessitates a few minutes ndd- 
iti~nal W Q P ~  in each plane because torpedo $wry braces reduces %e carrying 
capacity of the bonb bay only two bombs, whc.hor .they are of 100 or 250 potusds 
weight. Despite this addi t ional  tine required, however, every possible effort 
should be nada t o  the end that torpedo planes take off with capcity lauding, 
A load of 4 X 250 and 6 X 100 was dropped wit21 'good resul.eS during early air 
support strikes over QKfNAWA Shim.  (see UT--l'J ACA-1 Report ~a.24). 

3 .  gTI-Amc@AFT FIRE: 

(+) This squadron has operated on the theory that AA fire is always ' 

potent ial ly  prcsent and shotad never be mdcreatimtetl even though a particular 
target area has been hit bepeo tedly. Pflots ha.we a tendenqr to become w e l e s s  
i n  this regard i n  l o c a l i t i e s  where landing operations are undermy and during 
the final stages of the occupation cmpaign. \ 



(a) Present armament, speed and maneuverability of l&e TBBII-3 make it 
principally a "defensivew aircraft except far its power as a torpedo plane or  
bomber, mat l in i ted  damage can be done by strafing with its forward firirg 
wing .SO'S is not i n  proportion to  the danger from graund fire and the possible 
loss  of air discipline during attacks, Strr-filng by aircrelwen reaming the turret 
and tsil guns, while discoinaged save in defense, should not be encouraged unless 
a mlwble target of opportunity-is presented, or unless such strrLfing is being 
done t o  keep down AA f i r e .  

5 .  NON FLYING PE;RSOflNEL ATTACHED TO THE SQT~fdXiON: 

(a) This command feels t b o t  a radar afficer and an aviation ordnance- 
gunnery off icer of nonflying status are in excess of essential squadron personnel. 
It is not necessary t o  h?va an ordncnce-gwery officer attached to the sqwdron 
a t  any t ime  of its training or combat operations, It is more desirable toehave 
an aviator as a gur~nery officer. A radar technician officer ctln be used to ad- 
ventage during stages of training, but the services are not deemed necessary in  
forward areas or in eonbat. These opinions are expressed i n  the interest of  sug- 
gestion~ to reduce squadron personnel ~ n d  sticeaniline the un i t  for mobility. 

(b) The non-flying enlisted personnel in a squadron is consistelrtf;p a 
matter of concern. k i n g  stages of  trzining in 'the states  while operating at  
the sanction of a GASU, the sqwdron c o m w r  is axways compelled to promote 
some harmonious arrangement between the squadron 4 the CAR! so that the squadron 
commander can have his men busy. There cre clways diffierences arising. To t h t  
end, it is felt that a squadron could be operated and trained satisfac&orfly 
without an 'Increase of accidents by placing those non-flying personnel (mechanics, 
ordnancemen, eJiectrfans, ete .  ) i n  a CASU directly, It has been known that the 
sqwdron always acquire the best maintenance men pr imar i ly  because the duty and 
the possibilities for advancenent i n  rating are more attractive, Once a squadron 
arrives aBoard ship i n  the forward area, the sq,wdron commander i s  confronted 
w i t h  the CASD as the CASU. Therefore, this cormand feels that  in the interest 
of nobility afid to provide the CP.SU*s and CliSDas wit41 -the excellent talent tho: 
squadron usualPy has, all maintenance men should be relegated to them, However, 
it is recommended that  a Chief Petty Officer of either radio or ordnance ratlng 
be included in the squadron coraplenent to  act as leading chief for the coabat 
aircrevmen. Consequently the present squadron complemnt of fifty-five (55 )  en- 
listed men could be reduced to  twenty-Wee (23) conbet aircrewnen, ie,, one for 
each. pi lo t  in a 15-plane squadron, and m e  leading Chief Petty Officer. 

/ 

1 

( c )  Jn the interest of lessening pot;entlal loss of l ife,  it i s  recorn-' 
mended thet  t h e  crew of a TBM be reduced from a p i l o t ,  radioman t&d gwrnes (three 
~ersonnel), to a p i lo t  &d radiomn-gunner (two personnel). Properly trained, 
one air conbat crewman can perform the duties of radioman and gunner satisfactor- 
ily i n  a torpedo plane, 

(a) EPf icient office personnel and ACf officers are considered indispen- 
sable. 

- 
fi.PPRNllTY YTTT f ~ \  



(a) The VT-17 A i r - S e a  Rescue Kis: Th~e VT-17 Air-Sea Rescue K i t  has 
met with favor i n  the combat area because of the i.nc1usion of the SGR-578B 
(Gibson G i r l ) .  AG-17 has approved the k i t ,  and the U S  HORNET (CV-12) has ex- 
pressed approval, In  a l e t t e r  from Chief BuAer, A.er-E-255-RJW dated 1 February 
1945, t h i s  apparent advantage of the VT-17 k i t  over the AR-10 Rescue Assembley 
vas indicated, It is  hoped that measures have been kken t o  include the SCR-5788 
i n  l a t e r  developments of k i r ~ e a  Rescue equipnent. Conbat experience of VT-17 
hcs emphasized the vital necessity of radio tr4arrsnission equipment f o r  domed 
p i l o t s  and crsmmen i n  life rafts. Such expe:riences also have been shown def in i t4  
addvanatages of  t h e  VT-17 Air4et? Rescue X i t  over any other similar equipaent now 
cvailzble. I t  was i ; ~ ! , ~ r ~ c t i c a l ,  of course, to cfzry the k f t  on all conbat missfor, 
JL Gi2sofl G i r l )  hotft3~rcr~ %as carried on combnt irnissions by one VT-17 pfane. V P . ~ U ~  
of &he Cisson G i r l  i n  t ir-sea rescue (see VT-17 Air-Sea Rescue report  of 27 Bdarch 
3.945) cannot F,e over er;lphasized, It i s  esse~ntial  supplementary life-sevSng equip 
merit to survivors in 12-fe rafts, Drops were made by VT-17 t o  supplement *life 
rafts dropped to survi.vors by VF-17 and VB-1'7 glcnes, The Gibson Girl droyss were 
:mde wizh the  air! of an air conb:.tcrewman chest pack parechute, It shodd be- 
cited, however, t h a t  the pcraehute will tend to remaln blossomed.ctnd.wil1 be 
carried by the wind &%'a r a t e  more rtxpid than 'the l i f e  r a f t  d r i f t .  It is diffl- I 

cult ,  some-3mes Inpossible, f o r  suFvivors to Vcatehfl the gear, Therefore, the , 

p i l o t  rho ukops the Gibson Girl mst be aware of this element of possible fa i lw~  
and be reedy to zoom the parachute thus spiUng f%c air  csxl collapsing it* Th%@ 
procedure was acc9nplished ilnder conbst conditions during strikes on 0 
Shim., (see VT-17 ACA-1 NO. 32). 

(b) A line thrum t o  survivors kn a life raft should always be,se-. 
cured Co the l i f e  r a f t ,  (see VT-17 ACA-1 Report N I D I  6 of 28 February 1945) 
This informt ion  mzs given a downed VT-17 pi lot  and crew arho were picked up by 
the USS C O m  (DD 669), anct was included in the VT-17 Air-Sea rescue report o f  
27 February 1945. 

(c) T t  is suggested %at dye-marker released by survivors in a lj9e 
raft be secured t o  the raft or a sea anchor t o  prevent, t h e  raft's drift- au% 
of the sea marker. (see references i n  (b) above). 

'7, 'SORPEDO DEPTH SETTfIVC: 

(a) ntg ~llmand re-iterates thnt it is. essential that every torpedc. 
squadron aircremn be capable of se t t ing  the t,orpedo depth se t t ing  in fli& 
This factor was brought t o  l ight ,  and bore results, i n  thPs,squadron~s attack on 

' 

the Y ~ ~ .  ($w VT-S"7 &Sf411 No. 33- Supplementary Report of 7 April. 1.945). 

8. &&P&lcm PZ.rnTS ANZl ems: 
(a;) Nephcexnsnt,~ to t h i s  ;squadron have been satisfactot.y, and have 

reflected exceklent operationel training, Replacement pilots and erews assf~lzsd , 

to thfs squadr~n dwring i t s  cosbak cruise have fitted weU i a h  the o rg&&%b 
8s efficiency despite the lnch of prevJow oom.bat experience. 



9. &NORTHODOX JAP a:, 

(a) Parachute Bombs: Parachute blombs were observed on 24 %arch 
1945 in the EAST CHINA SEA by VT-17 p i lo t s  d-wing an attack on an enemy convoy. 
(See VT-17 ACA-1 No .16). 

(b) Colored Alt Puffs: Colored AA puffs mere observed a t  KURE KO, 
(see VT-17 ACA-1 Report of I? Pbrch -1945). 

13 . ~hC!P,4GA?TTA--15~4~~ I;:TF ; 
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I :L, ; : c . F ~ ~ T : - I J ~  leaflets  were iir-.qaed by t h i s  sqwzron over t h e  
.T: rx: 1t::a Xrrg)ire I ~ - l a - l ~ ' ~ ; ~  :,J+ o f  52:;t the e f f e c t , i ~ ~ n e s s  was b e l i e ~ e d  to be "hit- 
. , q- ,5'1 s ince  the pi:c~ L - ~.,-ir 1.1e x~eil vTere primaril7 occupied with t he  success of tht 
. 1 1  ; ck mission and co,.;i<cr,.\' bile l e a f l e t s  of' scar-lzry inpcsrts-nee. Special 
s r~*nngemcnta s h o ~ ~ l d  h; ga la  t~ drop pop~.ganda ieaf le t,s. 

fa) LC:J eecyuii_)moilt ;ms f l3wn i.n VVT-17 planes on several strikes. 
Tii3l.o cas sone indicr;  t ion,  i.n 5b.e repor ts  of RGM crewmen, t h a t  the equipment was 
uscd %o :;dv~nt,zge t o  jam enmy ground radar. Whether the RCM equipment actually - 
deterred +-he aim of the  ener:iy AA is unknown of t h i s  command. (see VT-17 ACA-1 
Report b?2. 4 of 18 February 194.5 2nd VT-17 ACA-1 report No. 12 of 29 March 19~5). 

12. TOSPED0 TBCTICS: 

The excellent torpedo %raining this squadron had during its 
str~ges of training has shown results i n  combat - 55% hits. This percentage is 
obtcined from twenty-seven (27) torpedoes expended on the accumulation of tosgeta  
such as the, Japanese battleshi?, YIdfATO, a merchant ship convoy with escorts 
under ray a t  sea, and two tankers a t  anchor fn shal .10~ waker. 'This performance 
t:as conducted since the  squadron has beon aboard the  USS HOENET. A l l  planes car- 
ricd torpedo cameras so t h a t  pnotographs substant ia te  all claims. 

During training it was aLvt.qys impressed upon t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  
I.t was necessary to lay a spread of torpedoes i n  t h e  wlrater o t  the target in order 
Lo conduct a successful torpedo mission and with the understanding t h ~ t  some 
1;orpedoes would miss the tt*rgot.  Tn order to acconplish t h o  desired results the 
squcdron used tactics that have been a departure fron the echelon type of attack, 
The t~rpedoes shoulcl be d r o ~ p e d  s o  that a spread of 180' is  effected about tho 
tcrget.  A discussion of the atta.ck plane i s  es follower 

(a) The 180' i s  determined by considering the  basic approach 
direction as a perpendicular through the target  a t  the breaking 
point of t h e  sqw-dron. 



(b) Attack is initiat,ed in conjuction and coordination with 
a 2ive bombing attack.  

(c) Upon recifpt' of attack signal (wing rocking) tm (2) VT 
divisions of four (4) Flnnes each branch zway from the 
brzsic course at high speed to pos i t ions  de temned as 
follows: 

( A )  =ST DIVISION:  Right  45'be~ri.n~ fron basic approach 
b:_.r.:c4:ion - r;/nge 12,000 yds, fron t m g e t ,  altitbde 
71. ' T; . -  6000 f c > i : ~ . ,  

': -, ,;,.,p-) 0 - - DIVIS-L;,F ; fe f t  45 benrirlg fron bnsic approach 
' t t ion ,  rc;- ;c ~ n d  al t i tude sane :LC (A)  . 

T " r ~ : ~ >  DLVISTC-J: ( ssming 12 planes ~ttack t e rge l ) ,  - -1 1 .*~-- 
Y , i7-ec t  t c  delal/ n iproach am5 k lck immediately 
ci'tc-- firs"ct;cmo divi , ions in tlhe clil-ection ~f t p p r o ~ e h ,  
or, f',llom e i ther  thc first o r  secoad division effect- 
i% s wave fron e i t ha r  side as elected* 

FOURTH DIVISIIOIJ: (fissiming 15 ]planes attacking target). 
Attack as sc:cond wave aftar Second Divi~ion while the 
Third Div i s ion  a t t a cks  as second wave after F i r s t  Divi- 
sfun . 

(B) Divisions w i l l  mnouver t o  wrlve at  the 12,000 yd, range 
and 5000 to 6000 feet station si~auLtaneously. 

(C) Upon reaching posi t ion (B)  divisions will break form- 
ation cnd maneuver sa that the first wave (first md 
Second ~ivisions) w i l l .  arrive rind drop a t  t h e  tn rge t  
simultanecus1;f. 

(D) Tho break-up of individual  divis:ions i s  accomplished 
as fo l loas :  
(a) Upor1 arr:iv1~'.1 a t  t h e  12,000 yd. range and 5000 

t o  6000 f e e t  altiturle positim, the leader turns 
sl-iarply reversing his cow-so so thnt his f i n a l  
3ppronch mcy be made within a f aw degrees of the 
per~endicrilar as mentinoed i n  1 (a).  The ins ide  
plane flys s t r a i g h t  ahead,, i n i a t i n g  his turn to- 
wrzrcl t h e  t z r g c t  when he feels  "Cl:ist he w i l l  be 
f ly ing  on h i s  f i m l  approach which w i l l  be approx- 
imately perpencliculcr t o  t h e  leaderb when he is  
closing on the  tapget. The outside plane and tho 
p l ~ n e  closing the l'VeeM will deploy t o  fill the 
area between the leader and the inside plane and 
w i l l  close on the t a rge t  3s t he  o the r  two planes do, 



2. Success of tho  torliedo a t t ack  mentioned on a high speed 
maneuvering t a r g e t  i s  certain due t o  the  following: 

(a)  The break up w;:s ~ r i m a r i l y  devel-oped so t h a t  
it forces each p i l o t  t o  e f f ec t  a.n over-cll 
scju2:jron spread. r; f xvnning torpedoes, 

( c) No L- ulicL t i c , r r  I 2 involved. 

During un: i ,~;- :ble  ct.tack :.( 3-litions due to pccjr v i s i b i l i t y  and low c~ei l -  
I r g  the squadron ncs  .?eployed f o r  : i '  ,ack as descrl.bd but i+, was Zi f f i cu l t  t o  
c ~ t a i n  the spread as s c d d  be expect<:(* under i d e d  conditions, However, by the 
I l l o t s  knowing the  v-lue of the runrilE,n spread of t,orpedoes ancl knowing how 'to 
.;.*-leuver t,o place themselves in posi t ion t o  make a satisfactory drop, it has 

c.e'Y.nitely been demonstr.ted t he t  the  sgualrons t ra in ing  ~vas i n  the right di rec t -  
1311, 

COMBAT USE OF THE TBM-3.: 

1. There appesrs t o  be a general trend t o  employ other planes of r. ca lmrier  
n i r  grGup than bombers f o r  neutralizing an cnmy a i r f i e ld  and enemy held insLa1- 
la t ions .  Such tact ics habe 'been used w i t h  the assumption t h a t  E. bomber fighter 
m i i l l  d e l i v e r  a grea te r  tonnage of bombs over :a pes iod 'of  t i n e  t o  n target due t o  
the  f i gh t e r  type plane having g rea te r  speed and mnge then bombers. 

2, This comm~~ncl assumus t h a t  the above bomber f i g h t e r  t~ctics mere detrel- 
opdd because t ho  TBF-1 o r  TBM-1 was wderpowcred anld possibly was slow i n  con+ 
parison with the  F6F type plane. T h i s  is  not  the cme  wi th  TBM-3. 

3,  This sqwdron h a s  made attacks where? t h e  izverage speed t o  the target 
sras 150 knots. Four 5CO--~-oua1d bombsliere carrj-ccl -to the  tcrgc  t by each plane, 
The returning speed was 165 knots. Specif ic  exra?les nay 3s cited: 

(a) On A p r i l  2C, 2945, this squadron eklivered an 
a t t ack  on 1 ; ikL;~ i  Sh im,  i n  conjun::t,:ion with VF 
and VB, f l y ing  176 miles to the t~rget i n  poor 
v i s i b j l i t y  and returned the  sunc diistance in 
the t o t a l  time of two hours and ten ninutes, 
Fi f teen  minutes of t h a t  time 1ua.s spen t  a t  the 
target ,  most, of which was consumed i n  o rb i t t i ng  
while photographic planes completed the i r  mivsion, 

APPENDIX XIII (F) 



ASH Radar ih the TB&-3 lodated tihe toxget, A 
direct approach w ~ s  made which further tended 
t o  expedite tbe attcck, To that end, :radar 
has wlasys been useful* 

(b) On the Kwe attack the  TBWs carrhc!d four 500- 
pound bombs, One TBM was shot dawn by anti- 
aircraft fire. In order that en ecluivalent 
tollnage of bombs polcnld have bee% dropped. on 
taLs  kznvily defe: tjc,: target  it wo12-r? have been 
i l n c  z a -y t o  use ci' r . > t ~ t  twice the r ~ n b e r  of 
f'" l'- - type p 3 x . r ~ ~  &us exposing t,wice the  num- 

T bor ., ~ i l o t s  , J . believed th~et; i f  bomber 
f ighlcr ;  had beell r_.~.ncl alone on this target,  the 
pi lobs  c n s w l t y  rate would hnve beem higher by 
conpn I iqg' nmbcr of pi1ol;s versus t,onnage of bombs. 
It i ~ ;  a?>,:o pointed out that t h e  intorvc~lmeter 
fea ture  of the TBM bar,?- bzy tends tn gather h i t 8  
which rnighc otherwise bf Zispersed by p i l o t  aiming 
error .  

4 ,  The TBM bomb bay lends itsalf t o  good advantage f o r  the destruc'tion of 
revet ted a i r c r a f t  such as these  seen a t  Kanoya B.irfJ.eld, Kyushu, s ince  it i s  pos- 
s ible t o  load six 260-pound E'ragmmtdrtibnr, bonba on bomb s t a t i ons  No.@s 1 through 
6, and a t  the  some time load six lu0-pound bombs on t he  other  s t a t i ons  of the 
boclb bay. This is a t o t a l  bclnb might; of 2160 pounds i n  comparison with 520 
pounds t h a t  a bonber f ighter  can carry,  using the  260-pound fragmentation bonlbs. 

5. It has been the  po1ic:y of this squc2ron Bo w e  a high speed approach on 
herlvily defended t a rge t s  i n  order t o  minimize AA ca:;ur.ltfis. On heavily defended 
t n r ~ e t s  speeds of 340-350 knots  hnve been reached irr an e f f o r t  t o  avoid AA. :It 
i s  believed t h a t  such tac%ics  have been extremely successful. The present  bomber 
f igb te r  a . t ta ins  a speed of only 30 t o  35 knots  gre; t,er, as n mminun. 

6 .  While t h i s  squadron has been abonrd the  U.S.S. HORNET it has dropped la 
t o t a l  of 3398 bombs on enemy held targets and while conducting practice t ra in ing  
ex3rcises. This aras acconyli.shed by 702 so r t i e s .  The present fighter? bomber 
xing racks available mould have taken a m i n i m w i  CL 1699 s o r t i e s  t o  accomplish 
the same r e s u l t s ,  I t  might a l s o  be pointed o-~t "Unct i f  a 2000-pound bamb load 
was c r r r i ed  t o  the t r r g e t  by a bomber f i gh t e r ,  the range of t h a t  bomber f i gh t e r  
i-~o~lld not be sc t is fzctory  s;n=e the 150-gallon he1 ly tnnk could not be use&!, It 
might be noted thn t ,  f o r  ti1a-l -.ezson, the  p re smt  bo~nber f i g h t e r  has been m- 
satisfc c tory as a torpedo p lane ,  ye t  it can carry  r torpedo v:ithout d i f f i cu l ty ,  

7. The present torpedo i s  a excel lent  weapon. It i s  the  most c e r t a i n  wea.pon 
to sink shipping. Better t,orpedo tactics w i l l  be ~lchieved i f  a squadrm i s  de- 
s i g n ~ l e d  as a torpedo bomber squ~dron  and receives a. certain amount of specia.1- 
iaed tr;.,ining as auch. 



8 ,  Todqy, the United States hcs undisputed contro1,of the air over the 
Sapmeso Empire. By f a r  the l a rges t  part of our future d f f o r t s  in the a i r  mill 
be devoted to bg~mbing since J~peness a i r  opposition i s  diminishing rapid& and 
t h e  problem of defense rgnins t  eneiny f i g h t e r s  in becoming steadily less important. 
Tklercfore it seems apparen t  t h t  the most effect ive type of  carrier aircraft  is 
t h e  plane t h s t  can clcliver the l s r g e s t  bomb tonliege v i t h  greatest efficiency, 




