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Jan. 1, 1943 - Torpedo Squadron SEVEﬁTEEN commissioned at NAS, Norfolk, Va.,
_ under ComAirLant, by authority of Chief of Naval Operations.
July 13, 1943 - Assumed ship-based status aboard USS Bunker Hill.

Sept. 26, 1943 -~ Arrived Sen Diego. Came under authority of ComAirPac.

Sept. 28, 1943 - Left San Diego for Pearl Harbor.

Oct, 2, 1943 - hrrived Pearl Harbor. ‘

Oct, 3, 1943 - Shore-based at Kaneohe, Oahu.

Oct, 17, 1943 -~ Departed Pearl Harbor.

‘Nove 5, 1943 . - Arrived Espiritu 8anto Island.'
Nove 7, 1943 —~ Underwny as part of Task Group 50.3
Cgmbat )

Nov. 11, 1943 - Raubaul.
Nov, 25, 1943 - Kavieng.
Jeme 1, 1944 - Kavieng.

Jan. 4, 1944-’0. - KaViengo . . ’ . .
Jane. 29, 1944 - Kimajalein. ' N
Febe 1, 1944 - Eniwetok. :

Feb, 2, 1944 ~ Eniwetok.

Feb. 16, 1944 -~ Truk.
Feb, 27, 1944 - Tinian.

Feb. 25, 1944 - Enroute to U.S. {Quit U.S.S. BUNKER HILL at Pearl Harbor).
Morch 10, 1944 - Arrived NAS, Alameda, on USS ESSEX,

* 0% ¥

Commonding Officer of VT-17 was Lieut.Comdr. Frank M. Whitaker, San Diego, Cal,, -

who was lost in a mid-air collision over Eniwetok. He was succeeded by Lieut.
G.N,Owens.

The purpose of the squadron'since its orgin has heen to operate as a torpedo
bomber carrier-based squadrom in Air Group SEVENTEEN.

* % %

Note: : :
A list of citations and awords for personnel in VT-17 from the time of
commissioning until the squadron was re-formed 18 April 1944 is not avail-
able to this command. What information could be obtained with current
rizcords on hand would be inadequate and inaccurate. The same is irue in
oconnection with nerrative material of the squadron during the period from
1 January 1943 to 18 April 1944. Complgte records of the squadron during
that period were not inherited by the command which took over on 18 April
19444
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CHRONOLOGY _

VI-17 LOG

Reformed NAS, Alameda
4L=18-44,

NAS Alameda
4~l8—44 to 5-29-44

NAAS Monterey
5-29-44, to T-17-44

NAAS Vernalis
e NEYNA to T-24=Ll,

NAAS Monterey
T-Rb4=Lt, to 8-1lh-Ld,

NAS Alameda
8-14=4t, to 8-16-4L

USS Taxanis Bay (Quallficatlon)
8-16-44 to 8-18-44

NAS Alameda
C 8-18-44 to 8-27-i4

NAAS Vernalis
B-c7-~4L to 8-31-L4

NAS Alameda
8-31-~4l, to 10-2-44

NAAS Arcata
10-2~44 to 1.0-19-4/

NAS Alameda
10-19-44 to 10-27-44

USS_Ranger (Qualifjcstion)
102744 to 10-29~44,

NAS Alamede
10-29=44 to 11-2-44

Aboard Trein to S=n Diego
11-2-44 to 11-3-44,

San Diego
11-3-/4 to 11-3-4

USS Hollandia
11-3-44 to 11-10-44

Pearl Harbor
11-10-44 to 11-10-44

USS Cumberland Sound

11-10-44 to 11-12-44

NAS Hilo, Hawaii
11-12-44 to 12-15-44

Transport to Pearl

12-15-44, to 12-16-44

. Pearl Harbor

12-16-44 to 12-16-44

USS Nassau ,
12-16-44, to 12-28-44

NAB Agana, Guan
12-28~44 to 1-28-45

USS Kasean Bay
1-28-45 to 1-29-45

Ulithi el
1-29~45 to 2-1-45

USS Hornet (Ulithi)
2-1=45 to 2-10=45

At Sea v
2=-10-45 to 3-4-45

Ulithi

At Sea
3=l4=45 1o 4-30-45




Ulithi
4=30-45 to 5-9-45

At Sea
5-9-45 to 6=13-45

¥

CHRONOLOGY _

Vi-17 10G
Levte .
6-13=-45 to 6-19-45
At Sea -
Enroute to U.S. via
Pearl Harbor.

+* * ¥*
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CHRONOLOGY

COMBAT
PERSONNEL LOSSES

Lieut. Thomas €. Durkin 67 Wall St., New York, New Yorke.

Thomas J. Tindall, ARMle #224 93 33 540 E.Mashington St., Trenton, N.J.
Cecil W, Stewart, AOM2c  #657 16 21 106 N.12th Street, North Carolina,

Missing in Action following a strike on Kanoya Airfield,
Kyusihu 13 May 1945. The plane was last seen gliding toward
Kagoshimae Bay. Radio transmissions from Lt. Durkin in-
dicated that enemy AA fire rendered the planels engine
useless. Some witnesses said they saw a plane erash on

the shore of Kagoshima Bay., It was not established how-
ever, that the plane was Lieut. Durkin's or that the

crash had been fatal to the pilot or crew.

* ¥ ¥*

Li. {4}, Talmadge Westmoreland 2600 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley Calif..
Harcls ¥, West, AOM3c - #733 71 81 520 Grand Avenue, Hoquian, Wash.
Folvert, H, Williams, ARM3c #828 01 17 2602 Rusgsell Road, Portsmouth, Ohio.

Missing in Action following the Kure Attack on 19 March
1945. The plane was last seen in a glide over Kure Ko
znd headed northwest toward the beach. Some of the VI’
rilots had heard a transmission from Lt.(jg).Westmore-
tand that hig plane had been hit and that he was going
Cow:e The plane wags apparently still under contrel, and
cotd have made a safe emergency landing, if additional
AA fire had not further disabled the plane or wounded
the pilot,

Ens. 7.1lian T, Hooton ‘ 1001 N.W. 16th Strret,Oklanoma Clty,
o Oklahoma. \
Robert A. Warren, AMM3c #576 99 06 4415 Avenue R., Galveston, Texas,

Richard W,

Gere, ARM3c #225 L4 19 46 Chetwood Terrace, Fanwood, N.J.

Missing in Action following an attack on & Jap Convoy in

the East China Sea on 24 March 1945. * Ensign Hooton's plane‘

was last seen making a torpedo attack on a merchant vessel
in the convoy. Two TBM!s were seen to crash during the
attack. It is believed one of these was piloted by Ensign -
Hooton. Subsequent searches of the area disclose no evidence
of survivors.,




CHRONOLOGY -

COMBAT
PERSONNEL LOSSES -
Ens. Leo O'Brien ’ , Louisville, Nebraska.
Jacob E. Ricketson, AMM3c #893 25 05 719 N.Madison, Douglas, Ga.
Janes L, Ophein, ARM3c #322 01 89 205 S.Hyland St., Ames, Iowa.

Missing in Action following an atta ck egainst the
Yamato in the East China Sea on 7 April 1945. The
plane was last seen making a torpedo attack on the
Yamato's port bow. AA fire was intense, and a TBM
was seen to splash in the plane'!s vicinity. Subse-
quent search showed no evidence of survivors.

* ¥* ¥

Russell L. Miller, AOM3c #869 36 03 Ringle, Wisconsin.

Dead At Sea., Miller died as & result of exposure and
illaness contracted during nine days st sea in a life
ra2ft, The plane of which he was gunner had an emer-
gency water landing about 150 miles northwest of Okin-'
awa Shima on 24 March 1945, Nine days latér the three-
man crew was picked up seventy miles south of Kyushu,
Miiler was in a critical condition when rescue on 2
Asril 1945, He died the same day abcard the USS CHAN-
U.EGR. His body was removed to Zemani Shima in the ’
Xerzan Retto, sbout 20 miles west of Oklnawa, and was
buiried with military honors. ~

% 3 #*
PERSONNEL INJURED

/

Face and head cuts during the attack at Kure on 19 March
1945,

IS T | DN

Minor left arm injuries during the attack on Kure
on 19 Narch 1945. .

o il

Head injuries durlng the attack on Kure on 19 March 1945,

- 10 -




CHRONOT.OGY

HIPS VT-17 WAS ABOARD

————

USS_TAKANIS BAY Quelifications ‘ 8-16-44 to 8-18~44
USS RANGER Qualifications 10~-27~44 to 10-29-44
USS HOLLANDIA ~ Transportation fronm

San Diego to Pearl Harbor 11-3=44 to 11-10-44

USS NASSAU Transportation fron
' Pearl Harbor to Guam 12-16=44 to 12-28-4d,

USS KASAAN BAY Transportation from
-Guan to USS HORNET 1-28-45 to 2-1-45
USS HORNET Combat - Transportation

to-the United States 2=1~45

Seacror, SEVENTEEN of Air Group SEVENTEEN.

- 11 -
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NARRATIVE
SECTION A

Section A of this narrative will cover the period from the time of
origin of VI-17 (1 January 1943) to the time of return of this unit to the

United States (10 March 1944).

Unfortunately, records of the squadron covering this period are scant.
The re~formed squadron command is able to compile only inadequate historical
data covering the above-mentioned period. This report is being prepared at sea,
a fach that adds to the limitation of informetion sources insofar as the |

"original" VT-17 is concerned.

Chronological material on the "original® VT-17 squadron is contained
in the Chronology of this report, however, and lists the required date of origin,
name s of commanding Offiéers, novements of the unit and actions ih which it
engager, “ersonnel losses are, again; not available to this command, except in
the instance of Lieut.Comdr. Frank M, Whitoker, San Diego, who was the squadron

Commurdiaz 1 cers

Boletly, the original VI-17 was commissioned at NAS, Norfolk, was
traiied on the East Coast, took a2 shake-~down cruise to Trinidad, and ultimately
rame *through the Panama Canal ebosrd the USS BUNKER HILL for action in the

Pacific, (See Chionnlogy).

VI-17 waw'grganized as the’iorpedo borbing squadron of Carrier Air
Group 17, and was comrilssioned under the authority of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions. The squadvrcn wag under the command of ComAirLant during its period on

the East Coast, and was tronsferred to the Command of ComAirPac while in the

~12 -




NARRATIVE _

in the Pacific thenter,
SECTION B

Section B of this Histroieal Data narrative of»TORPEDO SQUADRON SEVEN-
TEEN covers the period from 18 April 1944, when the unit was re-formed, until

the squadren returned to the United Stafes, after combat, in July, 1945.

1. General:

TORPEDO SQUADRON SEVENTEEN was re-formed 18 April 1944 at NAS, Alameda,

California, Lieut.Comdr. William Melvin Romberger, . I

] ccrved @s commanding officer through treining end combat,

V-7 7as organized under the authority of the Chief of Naval Operations,
as torpedu bporming squadron of Carrier Air Group SEVENTEEN. Average complenent
Anring traixiagvand combat has been 27 pilots (reduced to 23 just before en-
“etisine from NAS, HILO and the combat zone), three (A)L officers, one (A-T)
o./vicar, 54 alrcrewnen (reduced to 46 when the pilot reduction was put into ef-
vac.  This figure includes one ACOM), one ACMM, one ACEM, one Yle and 20vnon—

f1lying enlisted personnel.

The duties of the nonflylng officers included administration, intelli-

gence, radar and cvdnance, and the duties of the nonflying enlisted personnel

included the office work and aircraft maintenznce.




NARRATIVE

2. NAS, ALAMEDA 18 April 1944 to 29 May 1944:
This period was one of squadron organization. Departnents were set up,
end responsibilities assigneds Ground School, division and section flying,

navigation, aerial gunnery, and glide bombing tactics were emphasized,

During the period the sguadron personnel became Yacquainted," znd ac-

quired the habit of working together as an efficient unit orgenization.

One pilot and two aircrewmen were lost during a training glide bombing

attack in Sén Francisco Bay.

The usual social functions wer held to secure the spirit and fellow-

ship of the squadron,

5. N2AS, Monterey, Cal., 29 May 1944 to 17 July 1944:

The squadron came into lts pfimary element during this perioé by con~-
centraiiag on torpedo atiackg and tactic&. Combat conditions were simlated by
dvd rmue on Lowed surface tergets and destroyers in Monterey Bay, Over-water
voigetion flights were extended to increase the proficiency of VI-17 in the
nse of instruments. Squadron bémbing tactics also were designed by Lieut.Comdr.
“cmberger and beczme squadron doctrine during this period along with new, im-

proved squadron torpedo tactics (see Appendix ,13).

Squadron flight doctrine was practiced to insure efficient formations

to and from the target arcas and to agsure proper rendezvouses.

- 14 -




NARRATIVE .
v
Simlated searches were conducted, and the squadron was instructed in
air-sea reseue. Squadron cross country flights gave the divisions the #feel"

of the unit in the air.

L+ NAAS Vernelis, Cal., 17 July to 24 July, 1944:

This was a periodvof night landings and field landings, and additionsal
Landing Signal Officer training for all pilots, especially those without previous
combat experience. The sguadron spent a week at Vernalis, then returned to
Monterey and continued torpedo and bombing training. One 14 August the squadron

had returned to NAS, Alameda, for inter-squadron tactics and air group training.

5. WNAS, Alameda, 14 August 1944 to 2 November 19441

This period covered air group tactlcs and "attacks", long range flights,
inver-aiv group tralning attacks, earrier qualifications on the USS Takanis Bay
and U35 Ranger, rocket training at NAAS Arcata, Calif., and additional night

{iyirz and {iokd carrier landings at NAAS, Vernalis.,

Arrangenents were made also with Army officials et Camp Cooke, Cel., to
menpe in elose air support exercise with ground units ﬁt the camp. Weather
:nterferred with the proposed plane, however, and the scene of close air support
training for tre zir group was changed to Petaluma Marsh, an area about 30 miles

north of NAS; Al.nciac

Congaderrb’e time was devoted to this close air support training.

Mobile radio unitg were used by the air group ACI officers, who acted as Con-

- 15 -




NARRATIVE

‘manders Air Support Control Unit. Pilots were assigned in divisions so that each
pilot learned the mechanics of locating assigned targets from gridded maps or
photos and became indoctrinated in pin pointed bombing. (The exhaustive training

proved fruitful during the combat air support of Iwo Jima and Okinawa Shima),

Long range inter-air group attacks on target areas 250 miles from base

were made during this period.

The squadron -boarded the USS TAKANIS BAY, 16 August for a two-day
qualification cruise, and qualified without incident or bl&ﬁing out a tire, The
rocket training period at NAAS, ARCATA, was from 2 October to 10 October, Qn 27
October the squadron, despite bad weather, complebed its live-rocket gyllabus.
Carrier qualification landings and take-offs were nade ffom the USS RAﬂGER during

the period of 27 October to 29 October 1944.

After considerable "boxin! up," the squadron boarded 2 train from

Orxland to San Diego, where it embarked on the USS HOLLANDIA for Pearl Harbor.

6 .- NAS, HILO, HAWAIT, 12 November 1944 to 16 December 1944:

VI-17, with other squadron of the AIR GROUP were assigned NAS, HILO.
7ot advanced base treining and air group tactics. A portion of the pilots flew
ptanes from Oahu, other pilots and officers ‘were flown in transports, and some
officers and enlisted personnel were transported to HILO on the USS CUMBERLAND
SQUND . |

- 16 -




NARRATIVE

RILO was the squadron's first brush with the semi~tropice and living
conditions at an advanced station (not heving yet reached GUAM), Gunmmery, sear-
ches,_inter islaﬁd-hops, squadron ana air group tacties, co-qrdinated air group
and inter-air group tactics and similated torpedofatfacka on blue shipping were

included in .the training during this perilod.

Living conditions at HILO were satisfactory. The‘officerstand mens
quarters were clean and sznitary despite the indigenous dampness due to heavy

rainfall,

Pre-Dawn sirulated attacks on friendiy shipping in the Hﬁwaiiah area
were valusble, if dangefbus;Mtﬁ VT-17 pllots during this perios. Because of
-widespread,cloudvcover a great portion of the time in this area during the win-
ter season, the pilots were able to utilize this important combat advantage in

similated shipping attacks, Horizontal bombing tactics were perfected here.

The squadron left HILO 15 December 1944, went to Pearl Harbor on an
inter-island steamer, the name of which is difficult and happily forgotten.
On 16 December the USS NASSAU left Pearl Harbor with the squadron enroute to

GiAM,

7. NAB AGANA, GUAYM, 26 December 1944 to 29 January 1945:
GUAM became irmmediately more Padvanced" than HILO, The squadron officerc
and men lived in Quonset huts, and ate canned food, bathed in public and cold

water and washed their clgthes in all types of ingenious contrivances,

-17 =




NARRATIVE

Some refresher carrier landings were made during this period5 and some

division gunnery runs were made.

One two-plane strike was made on AGUIJAN, from GUAM during which VT-17!
s Ycombat bombing" was initiated. (The erossroads of the by-passed island!s

village was hit).

After one month on GUAM, the air group embsrked for ULITHI on the USS

KASAAN BAY, arriving there 1 February 1945. .
COMBAT

8. Aboard the USS HORNET 1 February 1945 to 13 June 1945

The HORNET sortied from ULITHI 10 February 1945 with Air Group SEVEN-
TEEN aboard. Training exercises had been conducted on a pre-operation shake-
down cruise 4,5, and 6 Februsry, and continued on 1l and 12 Februar}. Pilots

vere briefed on the firstkoperation, "Tokio," on 13 and 14 and 15 February.

Tokio was a big name. The war locked big and important to VI-17 at
this moment, and in the squadron ready rooms smiles passed rakishly and nerv-
“ously before the first take offs, VI's first target was HACHIJO Jima, only
2n isltand very cicse to Japan an& Tokio, but a test, and unknown nevertheless.
The airfield, inéi&l]ations and small craft in the harbor were hit, 16 Feb-
ruary. The pilote come back with enthusiasm. This was the séuadron's firsth

recl attack on the enemy., TFollowing this hop, the same day, a2 mission was




sent over HAMAMATSU Airfield -- the Honshu homeland! The AA was "diseppointing.t
Strafing by the squadron was rampant., Extensive damage was inflicted on the air-

field installations and parked planes,

For three days the Task Force haunted Honshu, VT hit other airfields
(TOYAHASRI and KANOYA), and CHICHI Jima, a hot spot of anti-aircraft, which tucked

in their confident ears somewhat but hardly affected their aggressiveness.,

The force steamed then for the prihary operations objeetive, IWO Jina.
The squadron was told "TOKIO" had been "diversionary," and a feint to keep Empire
aircraft aground watching the home fires burn while the amphibious units prepared

to take the little island in the Volcano Retto.

IWO was PETALUMA MARSH in the real. What the squadrbn had practiced 30
niles north of ALAMEDA, they were repeating 650 miles south of TOKIO. Five supe

port nissions were launched to support the IWO ground forces, and the "well dones"

were adequate payment for the long hours on and over PETALUMA MARSH.

VT was given its first crack at Jap shipping in MIYAKO Hakuchi.’ Search
disclosed two merchantmen and a DE there., Five torpedo-bearing TEM's were launch-
edAl-March 1945. Three of the pilots ghared two hits on an SB, which exploded
spectacularly and sank, and two other VT pilots shared in the sinking of a FIC.
The fifth pilot, a veteran, returned shamefacedly and admitted he had scored but

a near niss on the DE,

- 19 ~




NARRATIVE

This strike completed the first phfase of the crulise of VI-17, The

Tagsk Force returned to ULITHI 4 Marth.

In 11 days the force was at sea again, this time for an extended prowl,
one which took the squadron in forty-seven (47) days to such tafgets as KURE on
the INLAND SEA, the KERAMA RETTO, which was a pre-invasion operetions for OKIN-
AWA; shipping in the EAST CHINA SEA, OKINAWA, AMAMI GUNTO islands, AMAMI GUNTO
shigping, KANOYA, SAKISHIMA GUNTO, and the JAP FLEET, speaiheaded by the late

YAMATO.

KURE, 19 March, will remain a nightmare of multi-colored flak as long
as the squadron lives, Piercing this lethal pyro-téchnié display with a torpedo
" bomber was akin to sticking onets fingers into a bowl of hot colored marbles,
Still the ships were below it -- waiting but angrj ducks on the harbor pond. VI--
17 poked "12 fingers" into the marble bowl, and pulled back eight whole ones.
Three were injured, one was missing. But in those weary fingers was adequate
feel of contact and accompiishment. V1«17 scored 14 X 500-pound bomb hits oﬁ

eight ships.,

The KERAMA RETTO reminded many of the pilots of home, It was a sleepy
group of hilly islands breeding people apparently of the soil. Even so, the
little islands were obstacles to the goal OKINAWA. VT-1l7 bombed and burned them

three times 23 March.

~20-




NARRATIVE o

An eight~ship enemy convoy, apparently enroute to succor OKINAWA, was
spotted too far fron their home shore in the EAST CHINA SEA 24 March, Twelve
VT-17 planes, with others of the Task Group, were launched. Three of the squad-
ron's plones failed to reach the target due to the emergency water landing of one
and rescue procedure of the two planes standing by. (See Air Sea Rescue Appendix
10). The nine ﬁlanes garrying their torpedoés to the target, however, scored six

hits on four ships, 21l of which sank'during the Task Group atteck,

Pre-Invasion OKINAWA support began for VI-17 25 Merch. Including these
and the nunerous post~invasion miésions, VI-17 flew a total of 24 withbux losing
a plane or crew. Targets included practically everything stationary and moving

on the ground from aircraft revetments to truck convoys and galloping horses (the

last-mentioned galloped unmolested).

OKINAWA, despite occasional flurries of AA, ultimately be:came the
convenient route to an Air Medal, but it was still tedious, technical business
over the target with the ever-present potential threat of being destroyed at low

altitude.

AMAMI GUNTO held out to VT-17 pilots airfield and shipping targets
mostly, and occasionally a barracks area or a concentration of aircra ft revet-

nentse

Ordinarily camouflage played its theatrical role in the Gunto., Shipp~

ing, when found, was often close against the ponderous shorelines under nets or

N,
.
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NARRATIVE

or tree limbs, and the aireraft, too, were hidden in groves. During two shipp-
ing strikes, though, V1-17 danaged eight ships, destroyed two luggers and damaged

other smallvcr&ft.'

MIYAKO Shima was an excellent airfield target., It was more circular,
like a bullls-sye, than were most of the oddly-shaped NANSEI SHOTO airfields.
This shipa was hit twice by VT-17, Its bombs were dropped on the airfield and

installations principally.

On 7 April, =~ portion'of the Jap Fleet, including the YAMATO, was
sitacked in the EAST CHINA SEA. Thirteen planes of VI-17 were in on the kill,
2w were the first torpedo planes to attack the principal units, including phe
DrLZEG 45;006—ton YAMATO. Four of the eight VI-17 torpedoes fired at the YAMA-
TO scored hits on the port side of the big ship. The ship listed to the port;
wounde? painfullys Three other VI-17 pilots dropped their torpedoes on the
TERUTSUKI class DD in the force, scoring one hit. The DD sank, Oﬁe torpedo
hung up, and one nissed a DD in the screen, One pilot and crew were lost ate
tacking the port bow of the YAMATO, All of the ships in the convoy seemed to
be underway and maneuvering when the squadron attacked, Torpedoes were. dropped
against the YAMATO fronm an altitude of 600-700 feet and from an averagé range of
1500 yards. Torpedoeé were set at 20 feet depth setting for the YAMATO, (see

corments of CO}, and at 10 feet depth setting on the smaller ships in this

force,




NARRATIVE

Colored puffs of AA, like those observed at KURE, were seen also during
-this attack. The shipborne AA was intense, destroying one VT-17 plane and démag-
ing five others. Wing tanks were carried by the VI-17 planes for the 263-mile

leg out mission. The planes were in the air five hours, -

The target was hezy, and the ceiling during the squadron's attack was

“rm 1200 to 2000 feet with seven tenths clouds and intermittent raine

Returning pilots said the YAMATO assumed tremendous proportions as

wa=ir attocking planes drew within dropping range. She was underway at high speed

Following the excitement---and rejoicing-—over the YAMATO attack, VI-17
siomesed down" to a series of support attacks on OKINAWA and airfield and in-

zuallations attacks on KIKAI in AMAMI Gunto.

Although the support strikes were not of a spectacular nature, their
effectiveness was essential to the advancement of ground troops and the ultimate-
security of OKINAWA Shima and the satellite islands intended to establish the

base from which to hit Japan's homeland and/or China.

After the support strike on OKINAWA 27 April the Task Group left the
operation area, and steamed to ULITHI, arriving there 30 April. The group sort-
ied 9 May and on 12 May VT-17 was again flying in supporf of OKINAWA, striking
the now familiar KANOYA Airfield and other KYUSHU airfields and installations,
One SHIKOKU_Airfield, shipping in the EAST CHINA SEA, additional strikes against

AMAMI Gunto and ended this final phrase of combat by flying suppiy paradrop

\
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NARRATIVE

; nissions for the advanced front line troops on OKINAWA's hard~fought soﬁthern
sector., | |

Damnage inflicted on KYUSHU's'airfields and installations by VI-17 was
difficult to assess. Most attacks agasinst this tyﬁe of target were glide bomb-
ing attecks, and borbs were released at altitudes ranging from 1500 to 3500 feet.,
Onesrvation by the pilots was difficult also since their planes were in pull-outs
aanlly vhen the bombs hit the targéts. Over-all, however, the bombing accuracy
wao eatimated wt 80-90 per cent, and the damage extensive to airfields, revet-
gent, nore than a dozen hangars? scores of plane revetments, werchouses, work-

il pty barraeks, one gunpowder plant end a dozen aircraft factory buildings.

After a series of attacks on KANOYA, IZUMI Alrfield and SAFKI Naval Air
Doge, on 14 Moy VI-17 was assigned its first strictly industrial térget, the
KUNAMOTO Aircraft: Plant. (The strike was reportéd us the first by U«S. Plenes
azainst the factory ). Fifteen of the squadron's planes in two flights dropped
o total of 52 X 500-pound bombs on the factory area scriously danaging three
large canocuflaged buildings, a large "U";shaped building, four large buildings,
deveral smaller buildings, and = gas’tank. During the'second of the two KUMA-
MOTO striked 4 X 500-pound bombs in one of the planes hung up over the target,
and were dropped returning to bose on the gunpowder plant north of NOBEOKA on
the east coast of KYUSHU. The four-bomb salvo made a direct hit on the four

large adjoining buildings. An explosion followed, and the plant was probably

degtroyed.
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NARRATIVE

TACRIARAL Adrfield was hit 14 May for the first time by VT=17 planes
during this period of operations. MATSUYAMA West, the only SHIKOKU Airfield to
he abvtacked by VI-17 plones during the entire combat cruise, received one mission.

ToaUs Airfield also was a new terget for VI-17.

Two UT-17 plones were launched with fighter planes to intercept a
trie m-ghip convoy in the EAST CHINA SEA 22 May, One of the planes scored a di-

yact 500-pound bomb hit on a PC-13 sinking it.

Anong the most successful missions of VI-17 over OKINAWA were the two
’?”f7y ﬁdTadrOp flights during which 12 planes flew a total of 42 sorties from
TUUUONA AleTield to the advonced lines in the southern sector of the‘islénd. At
thot bime mud.and blocked roads weré hampering ground movenents of supplies. The
planes dropped, food, water, ammunition and medical sﬁpﬁlies, recelved thanks
and "well dones".

Combat missions for VI-17 ended 3 Juneil945.

There followed, however, one of the nose hardssing experiences. On
5 June the squadron's base ship, USS HORNET, with other ships of the Task Group f
encountered o typhoon. Steady winds reached a velocity of 80-100 knots, with
\

gusts up to 120 knots. The seas were mountainous. No one was injured or lost, ’

however, ~board the ship.




NARRATIVE

The Task Greup reached Leyte 13 Juns and enchored in SAN PEDRO Bay.
After 2 partinl ship-stripping, the '‘HORNET sailed eastward 19 June

to 0 U.S. Vin PEARL HARPOL,

Seo Adppendiscs LJor combet figures and details).

S

!n Chronology for Squadron Log, Personnel Losses, etc.).
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VT-17 COMBAT SUMMAKRY

Deys at Sea in Combat

Combet Missions

Combat Miles Flown

Targets

Bombs Dropped on Enemy Targets

Rounds of Anmunition” Experidéd at Fnemy Targets
Ships Sunk : :
Ships Probably Sunk

Ships Damaged by Bonmbs

Ships Damaged by Strafing

Airfields Hit

Islands Attacked

Empire Islsnds Attacked (Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku).
Adrereft Destroyed

fircraft Probably Destroyed on Groun®

Total Sorties

Personnel Lost or Missing

Perscnnel Wounded

Personnel Rescued

Okinawa Support Strikes

Iwo Support Strikes

Own Planes Shot Down

Own Planes deraged by enemy AA & Jettisoned
Onw Planes Damaged by Enemy AA

Own Planes Lost in Energency Water Landings

APPENDIX I

105

69
134,346
23
3,885
108,680
14

2

18

18

13
12
3

9
28
949
13
3
13
24,
5

5

3
21
4




APPENDIX II (4A)

2/16/45

2/16/45.

2/17/45
2/18/45
2/20/45
</21/45
2/22/45
st
e
il
s
e
Lf2/45

LI2J45

Lf3/45
L/5/4L5
L[7/45
LILLILS
4L/L15/45
LIA8/45
LJ19/L5
4/20/45
L/2L[L5
L/23/45
LI25/45
4;27;4‘
5/12/45
)413;42
5/13/45
5/13/45
5/14[45
5/14/45

5/14/45

5/14/45
5/17/45
5/18/45
5/R21/45
5/21/45

’422545
5/22/45
5/26/45

VT-17 COMBAT CALENDAR

Hachijo Jima Airfield & Installations
Bomamatsu Alrfield & Ingtallations
Toyahashi Airfield & Installations

- Chichi Jima Airfield, Naval Base and Installations

Iwo Jima Support (3)

Iwo Jima Support

Iwo Jima Support

Miyako Hekuchi (Shipping)

Krnoya Airfield & Installations (2)

Kure (Inland Sea) Jap Fleet '

Kerama Retto Pre~Invasion Strikes (3)

Shipping in the East Chine Sea

Okinawa Support (3)

Okinawa Support ‘

Jap Fleet in East China Sea (Fleet not found),
Amami Gunto Shipping .
Okinawa Support (2)

Amami Gunto Shipping (2)

Okinawa Support :

Miyako Shime Airfields & Installations

Kikai Airfields & Installetions

Jap Fleet in East China Sea (Yameto)

Okinawa Support

Okinawa Support 1
Okinawa Support :

Okinawa Support (2)

Kikai Airfields & Installations (3) ’
Okinawa Support

Okinawa Support

Okinawa Support

Okinawa Support

Okinawa Support

Kanoya Airfield & Instellations (3)

Izumi Airfield & Installations

Saeki Naval Air Base ,

Kumemoto Aircraft Factories (2) ’
Tachiari Airfield & Installations

Motsuyama West Airfield & Installations
Kanoyae Airfield & Installatlons

Okinawa Support (2)

Okinawa Support (2) |

- Kikai Airfields & Installations

Tokuna Airfield & Installations [
Bhipping Ezst China Sea ’

Kikei Airfields & Installations (2)

Okinawa Support




VT-17 COMBAT. CALENDAR

- 5/28/45 Okinawa Support
6/1/45 Okinawa Supply Paradrcps
6/3/45 Okinawa Supply Paradrops
¥ * *
Targets — = ~ = =~ = = = = -~ = =~ 2
Missions = — - - - - - - -~ 69
# * 5

Note: Vhere 2 specific terget was hit more than onece: in o single day there
is but one entry.
Numbers in parentheses designnte the number of missions.

LPPENDIX II (B)




'BOXSCORE -~ PRINCIPAL VT

-17 STRIKES

MIYAKO Shima Hokuchi - 1 March 1945
6 plznes attacked.
6 torpedo dropped.
2 hits on SB - Sunk
2 hits on FTC - Sunk

* *

JAP CONVOY ~ E.China Sea - 24 March 1945
12 T.0,
9 reached
1 pilot &
1 pilot &
3 torpedo
3 torpedo
2 torpedo

target

crew landed in water
crew shot down

hits on FB - Sunk
hits on FB - Sunk
hits on 2 DE - Sunk
¥*

N
#*

*
AMAMI GUNTO ~ {Kakeroma Anchorage)

12 planes attacked.
7 hits on 6 SD's & 1 APD (A1l damaged)s

¥*

KANOYA A/F - 13 Mey 1945
8 planes attacked
1 plane hit by Heavy AA
1 pilot & crew lost
6 Enemy planes destroyed.
5 Enemy planes probably destroyed.

i *

¥*

APPENDIX III

KURE ~ 19 March 1945

t—————

(14 hits on 8 ships)
12 planes attacked.
1 pilot & crew lost.
1/ hits on 8 ships - Damaged.

+* * *

SHIPPING AMAMI GUNTO - 2 April 1945
8 planes attacking.

PF - Damaged
LST - Damaged
APD -~ Damaged

3 Luggers (2 dest. ~ 1 Prob.dest.)

# #* i

YAMATO - 7 April 1945
13 planes attacked.
1 plane & crew lost
5 planes demaged by AA
8 torpeadoes fired at YAMATO
4 torpedoes hits YAMATO (Sunk)
3 torpedoes fired at TERUTSUKI
' (DD).
1 torpedo hit TERUTSUKI (DD).
¥* * %*
KOMAMOTO Aireraft Plant
15 planes attacked (2 flights)
52 X 500-pound bomb hits on at
least 11 large factory build-
ings, one "U"~shaped buildings,
several small buildings, one
ges tank. (A gunpowder plant
north of NOBEOKA wag probably
destroyed during the Second
mission).

3




PILOTS! PEKSONAL ACHIEVEMENT

Lt.Condr. ROMBERGER, William M. '
1 - 500~pound bomb hit on DD 19 March 1945 in KURE KO ~ Damaged.
2 planes probably destroyed on ground KaNOYA A/F - 13 May 1945.

Liesut .
1 torpedo hit on 1 SB -~ 1 March 1945 - MIYAKO Hakuchi - Sunk
1 T/E plune destroyed on ground KANOYA 4/F - 18 March 1945.
1 500-pound bomb hit on SD in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 - Damaged
1 torpecdo hit on YAMATO in E. CHINA SEA on 7 April 1945 - Sunk.

Licut. [
6 T/E probably destroyed on ground at A/F 75 HAMAMATSU on 16 February 1945.
1 torpedo hit on Torpedo Boat (DE) in E., CHINA SEA - 34 March 1945 - Sunk

Lieut . [N -
"3 500~pound bomb hit on Luggers in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 - 2 dest.
' 1 prob, dest,

Lieut. :
1 500-pound bowb hit on CA in KURE XQ - 19 March 1945 - Damaged

1 torpedo hit on Torpedo Boat (DE) in E. CHINA SEA ~ 24 March 1945 -~ Sunk.
1 torpedo hit on Terutsuki Class DD in E. CHINA SEA on 7 April 1945 - Sunk
1 plane probubly destroyed on ground KANOYA 4/F - 13 May 1945.

ricut., NG

1 torpedo hit on ¥B in E. CHINA SEA - 24 March 1945 - Sunk

1 500-pound bomb hit on 5D in KAKEROMA Shima Anchorage in AMAMI O Shima
Gunto on 2 April 1945 - Damaged.

1 torpedo hit on YAMATO in E. CHINA SEA on 7 April 1945 - Sunk,

Ltw(jg)- .
5 T/E probsbly destroyed on ground at A/F 75 HAMAMATSU on 16 February 1945.

1 torpedo hit — 1 March 1945 - on FTC in MIYAKO Hakuchi - Sunk
1 torpedo hit on FB in E. CHINA SEA - 24 Merch 1945 - Sunk.

t.(Je). |
3 T/E planes probably destroyed on ground at TOYAHASHI AfF, 17 February 1945.°

3 500-pound bomb hits on ISE Class BB in KUKE KO -~ 19 Merch 1945 - Damaged
2 500-ound bomb hits on LST in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 -~ Demaged
1 plane probebly destroyed on ground KaNOYA A/F - 13 May 1945.

Lt.(jg).
1 500-pound bomb hit on CA in KURE XO - 19 March 1945 - Demaged

1 plane probobly destroyed on gro nd KANOYA A/F - 13 May 1945

APPENDIX IV (A4)
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PILOTS! PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT

Lt. {jg). o
1 torpedo hit. on in E. CHINA SEA - 24 March 1945 - Sunk

4 bomb hits on 4 T/E planes at 314 KANOYA on 13 May 1945 - Probable destroyed ‘
on ground,

Lt.(jg).
1 500-pound bomb hit on ISE Class BB in KURE KO - 19 March 1945 - Damnged

1 torpedo hit on Terutsuki Class DD in E. CHINA SEA on 7 Aprll 1945 - Bunk

1 500-pound bomb hit on Submarine Chaser (PC~13) -~ 600 tons in the E, CHINA
SEA on 22 May 1945 - Sunk.

1 plane probably destroyed on ground KiANOYA A/F - 13 Moy 19454

Lt.(Jg). |!]||!
1 torpedo h Match 1945 ~ on FTC in MIYAKO Hekuchi - Sunk

1 torpedo hit - 24 March 1945 - on FB in E, CHINA,K SEA -~ Sunk

rt.(je) . [ F f,
2 bomb hits on 2 planes at 314 KANOIA on 13 May 1945-planes destroyed on
ground.

1 bomb hit on one (1) T/E plane at 314 KANOYA on 13 May 1945 - Probaebly des-
troyed on ground.

rt.(Ge) . [ ey | \
1 torpedo hit on SB 1n MIYAKO Hakuchi - 1 March 1945 - Sunk :

Lt.(jg). ' | |
Strafed S/B on A/F KIKAI Jima on 20 April 1945 - Damaged planes.

1 plane probably destroyed on growsd KANOYA A/F ~ 13 May 1945.

Lt.(Jg).
2 500 pound bomb hlts on CV in KURE KO - 19 March 1945 - Damaged

1 500-pound bomb hit on PF in AMAMI O Shlma on 2 April 1945 - Dameged
1 plane probobly destroyed on ground KuNOY4 A/F - 13 May 1945.

Lt.(jg).
1 torpedo hit on YAMATO in E. CHINA SEA 7 April 1945 - Sunk

Lt.(jg).
1 500~pound bomb hit on AK in KURE KO -~ 19 March 1945 - Damaged

1 500-pound bomb hit on APD in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 - Damaged
1 plane probably destroyed on ground KANOYA A/F - 13 Mey 1945,

LPPENDIX IV (B)




PILOTS‘ PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT

nsign w *
-pound bomb hits on CVL in KURE KO - L9 March 1945 - Domaged

l 500-pound bomb hit on LST in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 - Damaged

2 500-pound bomb hits on 3 SD's in AMAMI O Shima on 2 April 1945 - Demaged

4 bomb hits on 4 T/E planes at 314 KANOYA on 13 May 1945 ~ Destroyed on
ground.

Ensign F ’

1 -pound bomb hit on APD in KAKEROMA Shima Anchorage in AMAMI O Shima
on 2 April 1945 - Damaged,

1 torpedo hit on YAMATO 1n E. CHLNA SEA on 7 April 1945 - Snnk

Emlgn” ' g
1 4/E plane destroyed on ground on SUSAKI A/F at CHICHI Jima - 18 February,

1 T/E plane destroyed on ground on SUSAKI A/F at CHICHI Jima - 18 February.

2 500-peund bemb hits on 2 DD's in KURE KO - 19 March 1945 - Damaged

1 torpedo hit - 24 March 1945 - on FB in E. CHINA SEA -~ Sunk

1 torpedo hit on Terutsuki Class DD in E. CHINA SEA on 7 April 1945 - Sunk

5 100-pound bomb hits on 5 enemy crafts in UCHI-NO-URA Wan on 13 May 1945 -
2 200! fishing schooners - Sunk ’
1 Small fishing craft -~ Sunk
2 " " ~ Damaged

1 plane probably destroyed on ground KANOYA A/F'— 13 May 1945, : ‘

ey S '
pound bomb hit on SD in KAKEROMA Shima Anchorage, AMAMT O Shime on

2 Aprll 1945 - Damaged. - ‘ _
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. * Aséﬁsted

APPENDIX V.

SUNK
Iype, Ions
1 BB* (YAMATO) 455,000
1 DD (TERUTSUKI CL£SS) 2,300
" 1DE 700
1 DE 700
1 PC-13 500
' Type Tons
1 SB 6,600
1 FIC 3,500
1 FB* 5,000
1 FB* 5,000
1 Fishing Craft 150 -
1 Fishing- Craft 150
1 Small Craft 75
1 Lugger . 100
upger 100
Total 20,785
Grand Total 70,085

Destroved on Ground - 9@

COMBAL VESSELS

PROBASLY SUNK

SHIPPING & AIRCRAFT DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

Iype _ Zons
MERCHANT VESSELS

Iyee Zons

1 Sampan 50

1 Lugger 50

Total “fﬁé

Grand Total ©.100
3 o *

AIRCRAFT

DAMAGED
Type Tong
1 BB 32,000
1CV 28,000
1CaA 12,500
1 CVL 10,000
1 DD 2,000
1DD 1,000
1 &PD 1,200
1 LsT 1,000
1 PR - X50
Total 88,750
Type Ions
1 FID . 1,000
13D 150 .
18D 150
18D - 150
1 5D 150
18D 150
1 8D ) 150
1 Small Craft 50
1 Scppan 50
Total 2,C00
Grand Total 90,750

Pfobably Destroyed on Ground -~ 28 Damaged on Ground - 1 .



SORTIES ABOARD HORNET

COMBAT ,
Alrfield & Installztions
Air Support
Shipping
Supply Paradrops

. Industrial Targets
SNASP

Total

NONCOMBAT
' Practice Attacks
Ferry, Mzi, Other Misc.
Tow ’
' Total

Grand Total

Total Combat Miles

Total Combat Strike Hours

Total Cruise Flying Time

Hours Flown in training

Average Mission Miles

Average Mission Hours

Total squadron hours (troining & combat)

APPENDIX VI

292
227
80
43
29
16
687

1
69

Eé%”;‘

949

134,346
1,862
3,302
7,613

247
3.6
10,915



BOMBS & TORPEDO IS DROPPED ON ENEMY TARGETS

!

- | 10 X100 GP| T
Bomb Load L X 500 GP{ 10 X 100 GP! 1 X 200 GPf Incend. 250 GP] Torp| Total
4 60 ] . ;
| Number Dropped - 1072 1888 34 ) 80 24 27 | 3885 -
{Lonnage 268 9oty 34 | 3+13 3 27 429.5
Missions 35 23 3 1 1 3
Fer Cent. Used 49 40 he3 1.5 1.5 1.5
|
| Sorties 272 229 1 36 6 6 27 .. 576
(Support 21 18 2 1 1 43"
Type of Mission (2/F-Inst. 7 8 1 16
(Industry 2 2
(nips 5 3 8.
Bomb Hit Percentage - - — — - 85 (App.)
Torpedo Hits Percentage — - ~ 55.5
* * *
\ GJUNERY
Ammmnition Expended During Combat:
30 celiber — — = = = = = - . e e - - - . 35,880
. #50 caliber = — = = - e - — L - L Lo 72,800
' To 108,680
Ships Dameped by Strafin. — — — — = — — — — — _ U 18 SPPTHRTX VIT




Memos:

From: -~ Lt.(je). I, Orinonce Officer, Torpedo Bquadron SEVENTEEN.
Tos ‘ Comnending Officer, Torpedo Scuzdron SEVEN. :e..

ORDNLNCE RECAP

There follows by drte & recepitulation of the number nnd type of hombs, torpedoes and incendieries CQrTiCd

APPENDIX VIII (4)

"gnd dropped by VI-17 while sboerd the USS HOLNET for the period of Februsry 1, 1945 to lay 28, 1945. There
is also indicrted the mission e#nd the available fuzing.
No. 325 : NO.
Date :_ Sorties : Mission : 100 ; Incend : 25Q's: D.C. 3 500:2000:Torp:Fusing- :Dyoppeds:
2/4145 : 21 : Sper : 21 : : : : : : ¢ Insta ¢ 21
2/5/L5 : 18 : Spar : 18 @ : : : : : s : 18
2/5/45 s 8 & ASP s s $ : 16 : : ¢ : 3 None
2/6/45 3 14, : Sper : Yo: : : s s [ : Imst. : 14
2/11/45 ¢ 17 s Spar : 173 : : s : : : Inst. 17
2‘1~/4‘ s+ 18 3 Spar s 18 : t t s : $ Inst. ¢ 18
'2/16/4 : 8 ¢ Hechijo Jima ¢ 80 3 : s : : s sInst..025:¢ 70
. 0/16/15 s 8 ¢ Hamshatsu 1 80: s : s H : :Inst..025;: 80
2/17/L5 : 12 : Toyahashi : : : : : 12 s : T 12
2/18/45 : 12 ¢ Chichi Jima : : : : s 48 = : :Inst..025: 48
2/19/45 : Lz SNASP : : : : 8 s : : :Inst..025: None
2/20/45 : 22 : Iwo Jima : 70 : : t : 60 : : :Inst..025: 130
2f21/45 s g : Iwo Jima : : 3 : 132 3 :Inst..025: 32
- 2/25/45 3 14 : Tokyo : s1.0 bhdle: : : : : :Insta : 140
‘otals s 192 s - 3 2k8 ¢ 140 : : 24 3156 & 12 : s 556
3/1/45 : 6  : Miyaka Shima : : : : : : 6310 feet : 6
3/14f45 ¢ 12 & Spar : : : : : :t : :Water Filled
3/15/45 : 16 : Spar : : : : : : r : " u
3/15/45 : 4 : SNASP : : : : 8 : : 150 feet : None
3/18/45 : 27 : Kanoya : 270 : : : : 3 : tInst..O0R5: 270
3/19/45 : 12 : Kure : : : 3 T 48 : - :Inst..0253 48
3/23/45 : 27 ¢ Tokashiki Shima: 270 3 : : : : : :Inst..025s 270
3/24/45 : 12 : # ¥ s 60 :60 bdls.s : : : : :Insta s
3/25/L5 s 12 : China Sea : : : : : $: ¢ 12 :10 feet 3 11
3/25/45 : 11 : Okinawa : : H : 3 44 ¢ s $Inst..025: bdy
3/28/45 = 9. 2 m : 902 : : : & & :Inst..0253 90
3/28/45 : 1 ¢ Jap Fleet : : 3 : : : : 14 :15 feet & 14
3/31/45 : 6 3 Kekeroma Shima : : : : s 24 3 : :Inst..0252 24
“Totals s 168 : 690 3 60 : : 8 :116 : : 32 3 3 737




NO

Date : Sorties: Mission : 100 : Incend.: 250's s D.G. : 500 : 2000 : Torp.: Fuzing: No.Dropped,
LIL/L5 : 22 : Okinawa : 140 T 24 : : : : 025 164,
Li2[4L5 : 26 : Okinawa-Kskeromn:60: : : s 60 @ : ot 025 ¢ 120
4/3/45 § 21 : Miyake Shima : : : : : 84 2  :2hrs.dly.: 84
L5145 : 24 : Kikei Shima : 120 ¢ : : s 48 ¢ : :Inst..025: 168
LI1/L5 s+ 14 : Jap Fleet : 3 : : : : : 14 220 feet 14
L/LLS 45 : 7  : Okinawa : : : : : 28 3 : s2,hrs. dly.: 28
LIA5/45 : g n : : 1, : 32 : 3w oom 33D
L/18/45 : 1 n : : : : 2 4 s : :Inst..025: 44
1119745 : 24 " e : : : : : 24 @ tInst..0l ¢ 24

J20/45 : 31 & Okinawo-Kikai: 90 3 : : : 92 @ : tInst..025: 182
4/21/45 © s 10 3 Okinawa T s 3 : T 40 : : sInst..025: 40
4/23/45 : 1L 3 ¢ : : : 2 : 55 : :Inst..0l : 55

C4f25145 s .2 o : : : : T 48 : sInst..0l : 48
4[27/45 i 12 oz M : 3 : : : 48 3 : :Inst..01 & 48
Totels : 233 3 : 386 s 24 3 $579 3 24 2 143 : 1049
£/9/45 : 6 : Spar s 12 : : T - 2 3 :Inst..025: 12
5/10/45 :t 5 : Spar : 10 : : : : : : :Inst..025: 10
5/11/45 s 8 : Spar : 16 : : : : : K :Inst..025: 16
rf12/45 3 8 : Okinawa : : : : : 32 : tInst..025: 31
5/13/45 2 34 & Kanoya 1 340 3 : : : : : tInst..025: 340
5/14/45 : 33 1 Kyushu :+ 170 : 3 : : 45 3 : :.01-.025
Inst..025: 215
5717445 s 16 : Okinawa 3 : 3 s : 64 : :Inst..025: 6
5/18/45 s 16 u : : : : : 64 : sInst..025: 64
5/21/45 : 23 ¢ Kikai Jima 3 : : : 1 92 @ H - tInste 0250 . 92

f22/45 - A i : : : s t 48 3 : tInst..0R5: 4%
5/26/45 : 4 : Okinawa : : : : : 20 : : 1Inst..025: 20
5/28/45 i 10 g v : : : : : 40 s : :Inst..025: 40
Totels : 171 s 3 548 : : $405 ¢ : 3 i 951
Grand Total & 764 21906 ¢+ 200 '+ 24 s+ 32 331256 : 36 : 46 s 3294

1. Totol weight of borbs (all types) snd torpedoes carried 1,106,200 pounds or 553 plus tons requiring 6796

fuzes of vorious types.
2« The 32 depth charpes corried on SNASP vere not dropped ond are not included in total.
3. There were in addition 44 tow hops for the indiccted period.
4o Not included are numerous supply dreps, ferry, X-country and guard mail flights.
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AWARDS

VT-17 OFFICERS

Lt. Comdr., ROMBERGER, Williosnm M.
- Navy Cross. .
Distinguighed Flying Cross.
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal,
Alr Medal.

Lieut. -
Navy Cross
Distinguished Flying Cross
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medel.
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal,
Air Medzal.

v S
1stinguished Flying Cross.

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal.
~hir Medal.

thowt. RN
avy Gross

Silver Ster Medal

Distinguished Flying Cross

Gold Ster in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

Lieut,
- Eﬂ! Star Medal

Gold Star in lieu of Thrid Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Liy Medal

tout.
avy Crosg

Distinguished Flying Cross

- Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medszl
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

Tieut.(jg).

.

istinguishe F?ying Cross -

Gold Star in lieu of Fourth Air Medal,
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal,

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal.
Alr Medal.

SPPENDIX IX (A)

* F

-

Gold Star in lieu of Second Distinguished Flying Cross

BERS S



AVLRDS

VT-17 OFFICERS

ticut.(e) . N
avy (Cross

Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medzl
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Meual
Eir Medal

Lieut.(jg). F _
avy Ulross '

Gold Star in lieu of Sccond Alr Medal,
Air Medal

‘Lieut.(jg). W? .
o ar in lieu of Second !

Distinguished Flying Cross
Distinguished Flying Cross
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

Lieut. (i) . QY T i g
avy (ross : '

8ilver Ster Medal
Air Medal

Licut.(jg). H :
istinguished Flying Cross .

Gold Star in lieu of Fourth Air Medal
Gold Steor in lieun of Third Alr Medal
Gold Star in lieuw of Second Air Medal

Alr Meda
ar in liew oi Second Air Medal «
Alr fledal
Lieut.(jg). : ]
Go ar in lLieu of Second Air Medal
Alr Medal

Lieut. (jo) . Y "
avy Lross

Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal ’
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Adr Medal

APPENDIX IX (B)




AARDS
VT~17 OFFICERS

Lieut.(jg).

8tinguls e‘dklying Cross
Alr Medal

Lieut.{jg).
avy Cross
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

S ——
‘ Distingulshe ing Cross

Gold 8tar in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medsl
Air Medal

Ensign m(olss

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

ensign D - o ’
_ 1541ngulshed Flying Cross .

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Alr Medal

Enasign - N—avy -

Gold Star in lieun of Third Adir Medul
Gold Star in lieu of Second Alr Médel
Alr Medal ‘

Ensten (N
1St1ngu1&hed Flying Cross
. Air Medal.

Ensign — «
Silver Star Medal
. - ) d lylng Crogs.

Gold |Star in lieu of Second Distinguishe
Distinguished Flying Cross

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Med&l .
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AWARD

YT-17 ENLISTED MEN

- E!" (), [ A, 05N
old Star in lieu of Third Air Medal

Gald ‘Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

I, i, S, v
r Medsl. }

I A orne(T), .E’USNR

Gold Star in lieu of secon Medal.
Air Medsl.

_’ .y ARM3c, B s
d Etar in lieu o econd Air Medul.

Air Medoi.

q, amee(T), * USNR
‘ old Star in lieu of Second Air Medal.

Alr Meddj

o m ae(r), [ vsr
ir el
§) ., sic(amy), ..I,USNR

Air Hedal.

N arize, [ USNR

Joic Staiin lieu o rd Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medaor

- -II. Anﬁnc(’l), ." USNR

Aly Medaia

- S e(r) g usi®
old quaT in 1lieu o Alr Medal.

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal,
Air Medal.

_! K0M.e(T), q& Uy

Star in 11e Alr Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal.
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AWARDS
VT-17 ENLIBTED MEN

o, aE2e(T), [N vsve
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

- oo,
er in lieu of Second Air Medal

Air Medal

, AOMic(T), q USNR
ar in lieu of Second Air Medal

Gold

s AOMLe(T), . - USNR
; Star in lisu of Second Air Medal
iir Medal

ase, [ vsv=
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

- Eé’ ACOM(AA)(T), !r!\ USNR
0 tar in lieu of ir Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal

ALY Medal

. o), R

e ! g A0M1c(T), USN
Go ar in lieu o econd Alr Medsl

_ Adr Medal

q .5 AOM3c, USNR
o d's{ar in lie’o s%md Adr Medal

Air Medal

- ), “l, oo
tar in lieu of Second Air Medal ‘ - ‘

Air Medal, ’ .

. '--h, ARMLC(T), ’1 B
Gold Star in lieu of T rd dal , _ '

Gold Star in lieu of Second Axr Medal
Air Medal ‘
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AVAEDS

VT-17 ENLISTED MEN

I o, 0, v
) ar in lieu of Second Air Medal

Air Medal

| ] !., ;\omzc('rq B s
aold Star in lien of Second Air Medal

Ady Medal
ARM3c,

!old tar in lieu o

Air Medzl

, USNR
Second Alr Medal

» ARM}-C(T)’

, Gold Star in lleu of

Air Medal -

B B sr
econd Air Medal

, AOMle(T), USNR
Gold Star in lieu of Third Alr Medal
Gold Ster in lleu of Second Ay Medal

g oec), S v
_ edal
- . ARMlc(T)H*,
m !tz’xr in lieu ourth Air Medal

Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Ster in lieu of Second Air Medsl
Air Medal

e ., ARM3c, -i. USNR
' dal ‘

. e, S o
old Star in lieu of Second Air Medsl

Air Medal

] ml-, sause, [ O oo
Afufzc, -. USKR

ir edal

AN
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ATARDS

VT-17 ENLISTED MEN

. awe(r), ..* USN-I
old Star in liémiof Third Air Medal .

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal ‘

S 020, | USNR

old vtar in lieu of Third Air Medal _
Gold Star in lieu of Secand Alr Medal .
Air Medal

S . o, SR o
old Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
) Gold Star in lieu of Second Alr Medal ,
Air Medal

I o:(r), ] sk

Air Medal

ARMlc(’I‘),q USNR
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medsl

Air Medal
ARM3e, USNR

!o!! !!r in lieu o ird Air Medal

Gold-Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal

S m AOM2c, !. USNR
1stingiished Flying Cross
. Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
'USNR

(), S ,
) ar in lieu of Thir r Medal

Gold Star in lieu of. Sécond -Air Medal
Air Medal, '

USHR , o
Aly Meddl ,

., ),
; old Star in lieu of Secédn

Air Medalm‘
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AWARDS

YT~17 ENLISTED MEN

1 PRl 1 e

Distinguished Flying Cross
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Alr Medal

T W cec(r), SEE o

Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal '

N N B ovec(r), SN s
Gold Star in lieu of Third &#ir Medal °
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Mednl
Air Medal

| F ] ¥ WLl . s
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal. '

o S o), @l s
Gold Star in lieu of Third Air Medal
Gold Star in lieu of Second Air Medal
Air Medal '

- -'s ARM3c, -. USNR

Air Medal
arvze(T) I B, vsR
Air Medal '
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RESCUE

Five officers and nine combat aircrewmen were forced down at sea during the

combat cruise. All were rescuéd., One died as a result of illness contracted dur-
ing a prolonged period-in a life raft, :

Four of the five emergency water landings were made, ‘fortunately, in the
vicinity of friendly surface forces, and rescues were effected in less than 25
minutes, One emergency landlng, however, was nade during a strike in the EAST

CHINA SEA, approximstely 150 miles northwest of OKINAWA, and the pllot and two
crewmen were afloat in a life raft nine days.

Except for the loss of the one aircrewmen, personnel suffered fio serioud
injuries (except from exposure) in the watet landings and rescues,

Four pilots and seven aircrewmen were'réscued-by destroyers of the Task
Group in which the sduadron's base carrier was operating, Qne pilot and two .
eircrewmen were rescued by a PBM dumbo-search plane.

The rescues will be eonsidered briefly in chronologlcal order.

. 1. Lt.(jg)e
the starboard bow of

splashed off

r 1945. Riding in the

he plane sank almost 1mmed1ately .No attempt was made to break out the
life. A DD came alongside the men and picked them up uninjured within 1§ min~
utes. - , SR T ' o

2. Lt.(je).
piloting 2 ‘TBM which was knocked Qown by enemy AR fire .over INO -Jima,  DeSpi
the fact that the planels contrbl cable wes uselessy Lt (jg)s- i through™ -
dngenious use of the elevator teli and engine power made an excellent 1and1ng

about eight miles off shore. The two alrcrewmen,
' . . a W, ARMLG, . # .
: 'f‘e ceﬁter COe!pit
‘forthe. emérgency lancing,’ i :

‘had been sustained. = The llfe—réft wags 1nflated b@fore the: plane ‘senk. ‘The“safety

equipment was in ‘excellent condition,: A destroyer picked up the trio in about
five minutes, , .




RESCUE

3. Lt.(ie)., (= _ Il I
was piloting a TBM which developed engine trouble about 150 miles northwest of

Okinawa on 24 March 1945. An emergency water landing wos made. The pilot, and i
iioatreromen, SRR |- 2no-, (g S AL N M
R -., and Miller, Russel L., AOM3e, 9 36 03, Ringle, Wisconsin, climb-

out uninjured and inflated the three-man life raft. Two VT-17 planeg on the - '
~same mission, which was to intercept a Jap merchantman convoy in the EAST CHINA -
SEA, carried out the necessary rescue procedure and were instructed to return to
base, H and Miller floated in the raft for nine days and were
drifted to within 70 miles of KYUSHU before they were spotted (through the wake
-of a life jacket trailed behind the life raft) by a 'PBM dumbo-search plane, which -

icked them up. Miller died aboard ship shortly after being rescued 2 April.
hand s after a convalescent period on & hospltal Shlp and at a
hospital on uam, returned to squadron duty.

made an

i, S W 8 S —
emergency water land ng inside the destroyer screen on re 5, The land-

ing was satisfactory, ond was made after the plane developed engine trouble en-
route to a s’trlke on OKINAWA. Neither Lleut. nor his crew,

‘ ! h A!RMlcg ﬂ!
| picked up by a estroyer near
less than 25 minutes.
5. Ensign

gency water lending while fly:mg a replacemen ATTU the

HORNET 15 May 1945,. He and his aircrewman, ﬁ B sruac, m

USNR, '—m was injured in the landing, The life
raft.was roken out and occupied. e two dunked airmen were just a few Hund-
red yards from the HORNET, - A near-by DD picked them up in five minutes.

was injured. \
the landing was made. , Time in the water was
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Memo from Lieut. . [, (2-T), USNR, Rader Officer to Commanding Officer
Torpedo Squadron SEVENTEEN,

RADAR

ATRBORNE RADAR

————

The frequent poor visibility encountered by the present squadron as com-
psred to the generclly good flying weather experienced by the former VT-17, plus
the addition of Racons to the Carriers added considerably to the importance of
airborne radar. Each radioman tuned for the racon on the return from a mission,
and although at times the only KRacon available to our task force was more like

2 jamming signal than a beacon, over n period of time it was of considerable
value,

As an excmple of the sezrch utility of this rader, on the 7 April engege-
ment with the Jap Fleet vigibility was under five miles. When the navigational
point of interception was reached radar contoct was immediately made with ASB
rader at twenty-three miles. It was the opinion of 'the leader of the VT thet
‘if the break-up had been made and the attack begun by rader informstion rather

than waiting for visible contect, 8 major portion of the AA could have been .
avoided.

After 11 April all our replacement planes were TBM-3E's with APS~/ radar
By 27 Moy we had seven TBM-3E%s, The pilots were enthusiastic about the remote
indicators after their awkward position was relieved by tilting the hoods, Most
operators were immediately able to read more from the class B presentation of the
APS-4 and at considerably greater range than with the ASB equipment. But the new
equipment had the disadvantage of being frequently out of commission owing to
lack of spares. This resulted in several of our newest planes being without

radar, The APS-4, when operating normally, generally picked up the YM beacon at
maximum range.

RADAR COUNTERMEASURES

Upon coming zboard the HORNET the squadron was assigned three specially-
troined RCM operators, and ACM instellations in the aircraft were made aboard
ship, consisting of an intercept receiver, a pulse snalyser, and a jamming
{ronsmitter. From the begirning the RCM planes. absorbed most of the squadron's
misfortunes. On the first operation an RCM plane spun in on take off and in
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RADAR COUNTERMEASURES

the following six weeks one made a water landing off IWO Jima becezuse of AA damage
(this was not an RCM mission) and two were shot down, presumably while using the
oquipmeat. The only other losses during this period were two ditchings caused by
cngine fallure. No further instellations were made during the next six weecks -
which involved mostly air support strikes.

One installation wes made the first part of May for strikes apainst Kyushu.
By this time the pilots showed a definite dislike of lying this type of plane.
This was overcome to some extent by checking out two of the regular aircrewnen
in the operation of this egquipment. Our experience indicated that sny ARMic air-
crewman can learn the operation of the gear in a couple of hours, for our re-
quirements in spot-jamming fire-contrcl radar, and will immedintely become more
proficient than the speciclly-treined man because of his experience in the air
and with his pilots The additional information possessed by the specially trzined
personnel rung mostly to maintenance prohlems.

The KCHM gear available was carried and menned on all strikes where radar
controlled AA was anticipated, window was also carried in sach VI, In general
the results indiceted interceptions st 195-210 MC. And when a frequency was
spot—jammed it usually secured soon after. The overall impression of pilots and
aircrewmen on the use of window was that the fire had a tendeney to follow the
window. We had no RCM planes at the time of the 7 April engagement with the
enemy fleet but 10 cm. window was used as well as that cut for 200:Mc. One plane
was shot down in an attock on & DD escorted convoy 24 March, the other at Kure
Hartor 19 Merch where the opposing AA fire ceme from both ship and shore batter=
LES e : . :
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Memo from Lieut. -' -, (A1), USNR, Engineering Officer to Commending
Officer Torpedo Squedron SEVENTEEN ' :

ENGINEERING

.Coming aboard the HORNET February 1, 1945 we experience a different engin-
tering situstion then we had been accustomed to throughout our training in that
the ship owned ¢nd controlled the aircraft. Previously they had been assigned
directly to the squadron. o -

. Due to prior experience with air groups, this ship set up its own engineer- .
ing department to handle maintengnce and replacement without squadron aid,
A
Because of possible aircrewmen combat losses, the ships engineering depart-
ment couldn't alweys count on the aid from sguadron personnel when it was needed
mosts The replacement policy, bringing erew with the pilot hes removed that con-
dition. Nevertheless, the ships policy still remains in effect. '

The seven ground personnel in our squadron were. kept on the Ilight deck do=
‘ing the necessary trouble shooting and continually acting as a liasion between
the pllot and ships engineers. The smooth cooperation between these two groups
gave us the availability of fourteen ovut of fifteen planes for our cruise aboard
this ship. . o

The ship handled zll trdnsfers for plane replacement, but requested recom-
mendnticns from the squadron before affecting such., The replacement situation
was very good., - We had thirty-four planes throughout tur cruise starting with
four TBM-1C's and eleven TBM-3!'s, ending with eight TBM-3's and sever TBM-3Efs, -
We actually lost only twelve aircraft. Of these, five were shot down by AA,
three were bodly dumaged and jettiscned, and four were lost to water landingg
due to engine failure, lack of fuel, and one spun in on take-off. We had eight
transfered as flyable duds, due to excessive engine time or defects in structe
ure. , :

Our TBMs were operated at a fast, but comfortable speed using engough power -
to make the other airera ft of our group comfortable. Our gas consumption aver-
aged fifty-five gallons per hour. Only on three occassions were we called upon
to use wing tanks and then only one usually under the starboard wing. This was
jettisoned as soon as the fuel was exhausted. .- o

We flew 1862 hours with ovef thirty-four aircraft for a total of 949 sorties
~—~ 687 combat and 262 non combat. This covers a period of four months.

Our planes were used for tow a great deal and the TBM-3E proved.to be a

great time-saver in rigging for this purpose. We feel well satisfied with the
TBY and "its ability to take the punishment we gave it on several of owr strikes,
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Action Report Comments‘by the Commanding Officer
Torpedo Squadron SEVENTEEN

1. AIR SUPPORT MISSIONS:

(a) It is of definite value and assistance to have the target air co-
ordinator pin point assigned targets for lsrge air group strike planes. Grid
co-ordinates and the true position of assigned targets are often at variance
through no fault of the Commander Aircraft Support Control Unit, who is in no
physical position to accurately locate pin point targets. In instances where
air co-ordinetors have either marked the assigned targets or led the strike force
into the target, resulis have lmproved. This was particulerly true doing low
ceilings and poor visibility. : ‘

(b) For the purpose of pin pointing targets, air co-ordinmtors should
use snoke rockets rather than explosive surface rockets,

(¢} Communicetions bztween CASCU and eir observers in planes other
than strike planes should be maintained to clear target areas during attack by
gtrike plenes and thus minimize confusion and the possibility of mid-air colli-
sions. ’

<. BOMB LOADING:

(a) In order that the spacious bomb bay of the TBM be used to the
‘greatest striking advantage, it is recommended whenever practicable to carry
a capacity load of 250-pound and 100-pound bombs. During operational training, .
this squadron carried sucecessfully and with satisfactory results 8 X 100 and .
4 X 250, and durlng air support missions carried 4 X 250 and 6 X 100. The fore-
mentioned loading is an increase of 800 or 600 pounds respectively over the
normal and customary loading of 10-100 1b. bombs. The closely-timed schedule
under which carrier ordnancemen are reguired to perform, places and added burden
on them insofar as the loading of the plenes is concerned., 4 capacity combina-
tion load of bombs, such as was mentioned above, necessitates a few minutes add-
itional work in each plane because torpedo sway braces reduces the carrying
capacity of the bomb bay only two bombs, whether they are of 100 or 250 pounds
weight, Despite this additional time required, however, every possible effort
shonld be made to the end that torpedo planeg take off with eapacity lozding.
A load of 4 X 250 and 6 X 100 was dropped with good results during early alr
support strlkea over OKINAWA Shima. (See VT-17 ACA-l,Report NQ.Z&)

3, ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE:

(a) This squadron has operated on the theory that AA fire is always
. potentially present and should never be undcrestimated even though a particular
target area has been hit repestedly. Pilots have a tendeney to become careless
in this regard in localities where landing operations are underway und during
the final steages of the occupation campaign.
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4o STRAFING:

(a) Present armament, speed and maneuverability of the TBM-3 make it
principelly a "defensive" aircraft except for its power as a torpedo plane or
bomber, What limited damnge can be done by strafing with its forward firing
wing .50's is not in proportion to the danger from ground fire and the possible
loss of air disciplinc during attacks., Strofing by aircrewnmen manning the turret
and tail guns, while discouraged save in defense, should not be encouraged unless

a valueble target of opportunity 1s presented, or un]ess such strufing is being
done to keep down AA fire.

5. NON FLYING PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO THE SQUADRON:

(2) This command feels thet a radar officer and an aviation ordnance-
gunnery officer of nonflying status are in excess of essential squadron personnel.
It is not necessary to have an ordnonce-gummery officer attached to the squedron
at any time of its trazining or combat operations. It is more desirable to have
an avintor as a gunnery officer. A radar techniciasn officer can be used to ad-
ventage during stages of training, but the services are not deemed necessary in
forward areas or in combat. These opinions are expressed in the interest of sug-
gestions to reduce squadron personnel end streamline the unit for moblllty. :

(b) The non-flying enlisted personnel in a squadron is consistently a
netter of concerm. During stages of trzining in the states while operating at
the sanction of a CASU, the squadron commender 1s always compelled to promote
-some harmonious arrangement between the squadron and the CASU so that the squadron
commander can have his men busy. There szre 2lways diffierences arising. To that
end, it is felt that a squadron could be operated and trained satisfactorily
without an “increase of accidents by placing those non-flying personnel (mechenics,
ordnancemen, electrians, etc.) in a CASU directly, It has been known that the
squadron elways acquire the best vaintenance men primarily because the duty and
the possibilities for advancement in rating are more attractive. Once a squadron
aerrives aboard ship in the forwerd ares, the squadron commender is confronted
with the CASD as the CASU. Therefore, this command feels that in the interest
of mobility and to provide the CASU's and CASD's with -the excsllent talent the
squadron usually has, all maintenance men should be relegated to them. However,
it is recommended that a Chief Petiy Officer of either radio or ordnance rating
be included in the squadron complement to act as leading chief for the combat
aircrewmen. Consequently the present squadron complement of fifty-five (55) en—
- listed men could be reduced to twenty~three {23) combat aircrewnen, 1e.,,one for

each pilot in a 15-plane squadron, and one 1eading Chxef Petty Officer.

" Ye) In the interest of 1essening potential loss of life, it is recom-
mended thzt the erew of a TBM be reduced from a pilot, radioman and. gunner (three
personnel}, to a pilot and radioman-gunner {two personnel). Properly trained,

one air combat crewman can perform the duties of radloman and gunner satlsfactor— ‘
ily in a torpedo planes

(d) Bfficient office personnel and ACIﬂofficers are considered indispen-
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6. AIR—SEA RESCUE'

(2) The VT-17 Air-Sez Rescue Kit: The VI«17 Air-Sea Rescue Kit has
met with faver in the combat aren because of the inclusion of the SCR-578B
(Gibson Girl). AG-17 has approved the kit, and the USS HORNET (CV-12) has ex-
pressed approval. In a letter from Chief Buler, Aer-E-255-RJW dated 1 February
1945, this apparent advantage of the VT-17 kit over the AR~10 Reacue Assembley
was indicated. It is hoped that measures have been taken to include the SCR-578B
in later developments of Air-Sea Rescue equipment. Combat experience of VI-17
hes emphasized the vitsl necessity of redio transmission equipment for downed
vilots and crewmen in 1life rafts. Such experisnces also have been shown definité
advanatuges of the VI-17 Air-Sea Rescue Kit over any other similar equippment now’
available, It was imprectical, of ¢ourse, to cerry the kit on all combat mission
A Gibson Girl, however, was carried on combat missions by one VT-17 plane, Value
of the Gibgon Girl in cir-sea rescue (see VI-17 Air-Sea Rescue report of 27 March
1945) cannot be over emphasized. It is essential supplementary life-saving equip
nent to swvivers in life rafts. Drops were made by VI-17 to supplement-life
rafts dropped to survivors by VF-17 and VB-17 plsnés. The Gibson Girl drops were
made. with the aid of an air combiterewman chest pack perachute. It should be
cited, however, that the psrachute will tend to remain blossomed.and.will be _
carried by the wind at a rate more rapid than the life raft drift. It is diffi-
cult, somevimes impossible, for survivors to "eatch" the pear. Therefore, the
pilot who drops the Gibson Girl must be aware of this element of possible failure
and be ready to zoom the parachute thus spilling the air and collapsing ite. Thig
procedure was asccomplished under combzt conditlons during strikes on AMAMI 0 s
Shima. (See VT~17 ACA—l No.32) "

(b) A line thrown to survivors in a life raft should always be.se-.
eured to the life raft. (See VI-17 ACA-1 Report Nos 6 of 28 February 1945).
This informstion was given a downed VI-17 pilot and crew who were picked up by
the USS COTTEN (DD 669), and was included in the VT-17 Air-Sea rescue report of
27 February 1945,

(c) It is suggested that dye—mazker released by survivors in a life
raft be secured to the raft or a sea anchor to prevent the rafttls. drlfting out
_of the sea marker. (See references in (b) above)

7. TORPEDO DEPTH SETTING:

(a) This command re~iterates that it is, essentlal that every torpedc -
squadron aircrewman be capable of setting the torpsdo depth setting in flight.
This factor was brought to light, and bore results, in this ,squadron's attack on
the YAMATO. (See VI-17 404~1 No. 33" Supplementary Report of 7 April 1945).

8. REPLACEMEKT PILOTS AND CREWS.

(a) Replacements to this quadron have been setisfactory, and have
reflected excellent operational trainings Replacement pilots and crews assigned
to this squadron during its combat ‘eruise have fitted well into the organimation
s efflclency despite the lack of previous oombat experience.




9. UNORTHODOX JAP AA:

(a) Parachute Bombs: Parschute bombs wére observed on 24 March
1945 in the EAST CHINA SEA %y VT-17 pilots during an attack on an enemy convoy.
(See VI~17 ACA-1 No.l6).

(b) Colored AL Puffs: Colored AA puffs were observed at KURE KO,
(See VT~17 ACA-1 Report of 19 March 1945).

0. PHOPAGANDA LEAFLATS: -
tay Fropagenda leaflets were dropped by this squadron over the
Jopraese Fmpire Islans, tu™ at begt the effectiveness was believed to be "hit-
ais™ since the pilois ard crewmen were primarily occupled with the success of the
Loeck mission apd cousiderad the leaflets of sscordary importance. Speelal
arrangements should be made o drop propeganda leaflets.

Yo
L
€

1., ROM:

{a) ECM ecuivment was flown in VI-17 planes on several strikeés.
There was some indication, in the reports of RCM crewmen, that the equipment was
used Yo advantage to jam eneny cround radar, Whethor the RCM equipment actually
deterred the aim of the enemy AL is unknown of this command. (See VI-17 ACA-1
Report No. 4 of 18 February 1945 and VT-17 ACA-1 report No. 12 of 19 March 1945).

12. TOSPEDO TACTICS:

a

The excellent torpedo training thls squadron had during its
st;ges of training has shown results in combat - 55% hits. This percentoge is
obtained from twenty-seven (R7) torpedoes expended on the accumulation of targets
such as the Japanese battleship, YAMATO, = merchant ship convoy with escorts
under way at sea, and two tankers at anchor in shallow water. This performance
was conducted since the squadron has been aboard the USS HOENET. All planes car-
ried torpedo cameras so that photographs gsubstantiate all cleims.

During training it was always impressed upon the pilots that
it was necessary to lay a spread of torpedoes in the water at the target in order
-to conduct a successful torpedo mission and with the understanding that some
torpedoes would miss the turget, In order to accomplish the desired results the
squadron used tocticg that have been a departure from the echelon type of attack,
The torpedoes should be dropped so that a spread of 180° is effected about the
terget, A discussion of the attack plane is as followss

2i (a) The 180° 'is determined by considering the basic approach

direction &s a perpendicular through the target at the breaking
point of the squadron.
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(b) Attack is initiated in conjuction snd coordination with
a dive bomblng attack.

(c) Upon recéipt of attack signal (wing rocking) two (2) VT
divisions of four (4) planes each branch away from the
boasic course at high speed to positions determined as
followss

(A) FIRST DIVISION: Right 45 berring from besie approach

a 7r<+1un -~ range 12,000 yds. from target, altitude
500 - 6000 fect,

i: Left 450 bearing from basic @pproach
and altitude same as (A).

Ti700 DIVISICA: (“ssuming 12 planes cttack target).

Ye; olect to delay avproach and attnck immediately
after first two divisions in the direction of zpproach,
or, follow either the first or second division effect-
ing o wave from either side as elected.

FOURTH DIVISION: (Assuming 15 planes attacking target).
Attack as second wave after Second Division while the
Third Division attacks as second weve after First Divi-
sicn.

(B) Divisions will monsuver to arrive at the 12,000 yd. range
and 5000 to 6000 feet station simultaneously.

(C) Upon reaching position (B) divisions will break form-
ation and maneuver so that the first wave (first and
Second Divisions) will arrive and drop at the target
similtancously.

(D) Thu break-up of individusnl le1SLOnS is accomplished
as followss
(2) Upon arrivel at the 12,000 yd. range and 5000

to 6000 feet altitude position, the leader turns
sharply reversging his course so that his final
approach mey be made within a few degrees of the
perpendicular os mentinoed in 1 (a). The inside
plane flys straight ahead, iniating his turn to-
ward the tcrget when he feels that he will be
flying on his final approach which will be approx-—
imately perpendiculer to the leader when he is
closing on the target. The ocutside pleone and the
plane closing the "Wee" will deploy to fill the
area between the leader and the inside plane and
will close on the target as the other two planes do.
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2, Success of the torpedo attack mentioned on a high speed
maneuvering terget is certain due to the following:

(a) The break up was primarily developed so that
it forces each pilot to effect an over-all
squadron spread. of running torpedoes.

(B} et =3 lot can jir. with freedom on Lis approach
Lo te. torgeb. \ ’
(c) No craniections ~ve involved,

During uvnfuvorable attack conditions due to pecor visibility and low ceil-
ing the squadron has “eployed for a“ack as descriled but it was difficult to
cotain the spread as cculd be expectud under ideal conditions. However, by the
i-iots knowing the vzlue of the running spread of torpedoes and knowing how to
raneuver to place themselves in position to make a satisfactory drop, it has

cefinitely been demonstrated that the sguadrons training was in the right direct~ -
10n.

13, COMBAT USE OF THE TBM-3:

1. There appears to be a general trend to employ other planes of = ecarrier
air group than bombers for neutralizing on enemy airfield and enemy held instal-
lations, ©Burh tactics hsabe been used with the assumption that a2 bomber fighter
will deliver a greater tonnage of bombs over a period of time to a target due to
the fighter type plane having grester speed and range then bombers,

2. This commend assumes that the above bomber fighter tactics were devel-
oped because the TBF-1 or TBM-1 was underpowerad and possibly was slow in coft
parison with the F6F type plane, This is not the case with TBM-3,

3. This squadron hos made attacks where the average speed to the target
wap 150 knotse. Four 500-pound bombswere carried to the terget by each plane.
The returning speed was 165 knots. Specific exemples may be citeds:

() On April 20, 1945, this squadron delivered an
attack on Kikai Shima, in conjunction with VF
and VB, flying 176 miles to the turget in poor
Yisibility and returned the some distance in
the total time of two hours and ten minutes,
Fifteen minutes of that time was spent at the
target, most of which was consumed in orbitting
while photographic plenes completed their mission.
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ASH Radar in the TBM-3 lodated the torget, A
direct approach was made which further tended
to expedite the atteck, To that end, radar
has wlasys been useful.

(b) On the Kure attack the TBM!s carried four 500~
pound bombs, One TBM was shot down by anti-
aireraft fire. In order that en equivalent
tonnage of bombs ~ould have beet dropped on
tnis reavily deferdel target it would have been
necertsavy bo use b icost twice the runber of
fign .~ type plonc:y chus exposing twice the num~
ber L. osilots. I o+ believed that if bLomber
fighlers had been viod clone on this terget, the
pilots casualty rate would have been higher by
comprring number of pilcts versus tonnage cf bombs,
It i3 aloo pointed out that the intervalmeter
feature of the TBM borh tay tends to gather hits
which might otherwise b dispersed by pilot siming
error. '

4e The TBM bomb bay lends itsslf to good advantage for the destruction of
revetted aircraft such as these seen at Kanoye Airfield, Kyushu, since it is pos-
sible to load six 260-pound fragmentatiénnr bombs on bomb stations No.'s 1 through
6, and at the same time load six 1UO~pound bombs on the other stations of the
bomb bay. This is a total bomb weight of 2160 pounds in comparison with 520
pounds that o bomber fighter can carry, using the 260-pound fragmentation bombs.

5. It has been the policy of this squadron to use a high speed approach on
henvily defended targets in order to minimize AA casuclties. On heavily defended
targets speeds of 340-350 knots have been reached in an effort to avoid AA. It
ig believed that such tactics have been extremely successful. The present bomber
fighter attains a speed of only 30 to 35 knots grester, os ¢ maxinum.

6. While this squadron has been aboard the U.S.S. HORNET it has dropped a
total of 3398 bombs on enemy held targets and while conducting practice training
exercises, This was accomplished by 702 sorties. The present fighter bomber
wing racks available would have taken & minimun of 1699 sorties to accomplish
the same results, It might also be pointed cut tnet if 2 2000-pouad bomb lead
was carried to the trrget by a bomber fighter, the range of that bomber fighter
would not be satisfactory since the 150-gallon belly tank could not be usedl, It
might be noted that, for that —ezson, the present bomber fighter has been un-
satisfrctory as a torpedo plune, yet it can carry = torpedo without difficulty,

7. The present torpedo is a excellent weapon. It is the most certain weapon
to sink shipping. Better torpedo tactics will be achieved if a squadrom is de-
signsted as a torpedo bomber squadron and receives a certain amount of special-
ized training as such,
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8. Today, the United States has undisputed control of the air over the
Japenese Empire. By far the largest part of our future efforts in the eir will
be devoted to bombing since Jupznese air opposition is diminishing rapidly and
the problem of def'ense against enemy fighters is becoming steadily less important.
Thercfore it seems cpparent thet the most effective type of carrier aircraft is
the plane that can deliver the largest bomb tonnage with greatest efficlency.
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