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Frc;m: Commanding Off icer ,  Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO 
To: Chief of' Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj : Command History (OPNAV Report 5750-1) 

Ref : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

Encl: (1) Officer  Roster 
(2) Cornanding Off icer  and Executive Officer  Biography 

1. (U) I n  accordance with reference (a) ,  t h e  Command h i s t o ~ y  is  submitted 
f o r  the  period 1 January 1979 tlirough 31 December 1979. 

2. (C) Chronology 

1 January - Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO based ashore NAS Lemoore, Ca. 

10-19 January - A t  sea ;  Pre-deployment work up period aboard USS KITTY HAWK 
(CV-63) off Southern Cal i fornia .  

2-13 February - A t  sea;  Work ups southern Cal i fornia .  

6-16 March - A t  ses; Work ups Southern Cal i fornia .  SHIP/AIRWING WEPTRAEX. 

2-6 Apri l  - AIM-9L Eva1 D e t ,  NAS Miramar, Ca. 

13 Apri l  - Fourth anniversary of major accident f r e e  f ly ing.  

17-27 Apri l  - A t  sea;  work ups gouthern Cal i fornia .  READIEX 2A-79/ORE. 

8 May - Command Inspection. 

30 May - Depart San Diego aboard USS KITTY HAWK ((3'-63), begin WESTPAC deployment. 

30 May - 9 June - TRANSITEX 8-79 Phase I & 11. 

10-11 June - Inport  Pear l  Harbor, H I .  

12 June - 5 Ju ly  - TRANSITEX 8-79 Phase 111. 

21 June - Inchop SEVENTHFLT. 

25-27 June - CRAE Package expended. Guam OP 
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3-5 J u l y  - Inpor t  Subic Bay, R. P.. 

16-28 J u l y  - A t  s ea ;  F l i g h t  Operations south  China Sea,Cope Thunder 79-8. 

18 J u l y  - MINEX ALFA, Binanga Bay. 

24-28 J u l y  - Vietnamese "Boat People" search .  

29 J u l y  - 1 August - A t  anchor Pa t t aya  Beach, Thailand. 

2-10 August - A t  s e a ;  F l i g h t  Operations south  China Sea. Vietnamese "Boat 
People" search.  

10-15 August - A t  anchor Hong Kong, 

16-29 August - A t  sea; F l i g h t  Operations South China ~ e a / ~ a s t  China Sea 

23-29 August - Exerc ise  FORTRESS GALE. 

30 August - 3 September - A t  anchor Pusan, ROK. 

4-8 September - A t  s e a ;  F l i g h t  Operat ions Eas t  China Sea /Phi l ipp ine  Sea. 

9 September - 3 1  December - Attack Squadron TGENTY-TWO based ashore NAS Cubi 
P o i n t ,  R. P.. COMCMlAIRWING FIFTEEN Swing Wing Beach Det. 

25 September - CDR Jerry-PALMLR r e l i e v e s  CER John GRICE as Kedcock ONE. 

8-10 October - ASWEX U1-80 D e t  t o  NAF Kadena, Okinawa, Japan. 

27 Octciber - 4 November - MULTIPLEX 1-80;Korea contingency D e t  t o  NAF Kadena, 
Okinawa , Japan. 

11-14 December - Cope Thunder 80-2. 

14 December - Passed 22,000 Accident Free f l y i n g  hours.  

12-18 December - BLTEX. 

19 December - Beaver Snare 3-80. 

19-20 December - Squadron ex te~idex ,  100 f l i g h t  hours.  

3.  (C) Narra t ive  - The Fight ing  Redcocks began t h e  New Year homebased a t  
NAS Lemoore, CA, f l y i n g  t h e  A-7E Corsa i r  11. 

Prepa ra t ions  f o r  Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO'S 1979 WESlTAC c r u i s e  aboard 
t h e  USS KITTY HAWK (CV-63) c o ~ t i n u e d  a s  t h e  Squadron deployed aboard t h e  "HAWK" 
f o r  10 day per iods  o f f  t he  Southern Ca l i fo rn i a  coas t  dur ing  January,  February 
and March. 
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t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  newly reorganized Airwing made a deployment on 
t h e  K i t t y  Hawk. The Fight ing  Redcocks, w i th  a long shore  based t u r n  around 
cyc le  behind them, and e leven  f i r s t  t o u r  p i l o t s  aboard, s e t  out  t o  improve 
t h e i r  Combat Readiness wi th  ex tens ive  shipboard e x e r c i s e s  and s h o r ~ b a s e d  
t r a i n i n g .  

The t r a i n i n g  paid of f  i n  A p r i l  during t h e  Opera t iona l  Readiness Exercise  
(ORE), when Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO rece ived  a grade of o u t s t a n d i t ~ g ,  t h e  
only Command embarked t o  r ece ive  t h a t  grade. 

Apr i l  a l s o  saw t h e  F ight ing  Redcocks eva lua t ing  t h e  AIM-9L Sidewinder 
A i r  I n t e r c e p t  Missile System f o r  t h e  Light  Attack Community during a squadror; 
detachment t o  NAS Miramar. 

On 1 3  Apr i l ,  t h e  squadron marked i t ' s  f o u r t h  anniversary of major acc ident  
f r e e  f l y i n g .  

May was h e c t i c  wi th  a Command Inspec t ion  by COMINGPAC, and t h e  f i n a l  
p repa rz t ions  f o r  an overseas deployqent.  Twelve (12) a i r c r a f t  were flown t o  
NAS North I s l and  on 23 May, and on 30 May t h e  K i t t y  Hawk steamed p a s t  Poin t  
Lorna - WESTPAC Bound! 

The hours spent  t r a i n i n g  during t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  Hawaii were long and hard. 
Bombing, tanking,  and SEPTAR a t t a c k s  were c01:ducted both  day and n igh t .  A 
DACM Program was e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  VF-111, while  both War--at-Sea t a c t i c s  and 
shipboard EMCON recovery proced.ures were p rac t i ced .  

Af t e r  a b r i e f  r e s p i t e  i n  P e a r l  Harbor t h e  F ight ing  Redcocks were back t o  
d a i l y  f l i g h t  opera t ions .  During Blue Water Operat ions enroute t o  Guam, t h e  
command t r a i n e d  i n  A I C ,  MK-58 Smoke Bombing, SPAR Bombing and ac t ed  a s  r a i d  
a i r c r a f t  f o r  p r a c t i c e  AAWEX's. 

I n  t h e  Guan opera t ing  a r e a  t h e  Airwing had a CRAE package t o  expend and 
Attack Squadron TVENTY-TWO d id  i t s '  p a r t  by dropping 52 tons  of ordnance. 

The K i t t y  Hawk's a r r i v a l  i n  Subic Bay was delayed two days a s  typhoon 
E l l i s  wracked Luzon. The Hawk f i n a l l y  pu l l ed  i n  on t h e  morning of 5 Ju ly .  
The Cubi i n p o r t  per iod  was used a s  a maintenance per iod  wi th  only minimum 
f l y i n g  being conducted. 

Back a t  s e a  aga in ,  t h e  F ight in4  Redcocks p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a MINEX ALFA 
i n  Binangz Bay cn 18 Ju iy .  This  waa one of a t o t a l  of 5 MINEX's  conducted 
by Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO during t h e  year .  Two of t h e s e  were "In-House" 
while  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  were conducted through t h e  Airwing. 

The Redcocks f lew U. S. Ai r  Forl-:r opposed S t r i k e  Missions from t h e  deck 
of K i t t y  Hawk t o  Crow Valley dur ing  CopcThunde~ 79-4 during opera t ions  i n  t h e  
South China Sea. Attack Squadron TFTENTY-TWO p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a coordinated - 1 - 7  . 
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search  f o r  Vietnamese Refugees a d r i f t  st sea .  Airwing repor ted  con tac t s  
were passed t o  t h e  OTC, then  t o  screening  s h i p s ,  who provided necessary a i d  
o r  conducted a rescue.  Refugee sea rch  opera t fons  continued through t h e  
middle ~f August wi th  only two s m a l l  breaks t o  al low f o r  p o r t  c a l l s  a t  
Pa t t aya  Beach, Thailand afid t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown Colony of Hong Kong. 

I n  l a t e  August t h e  K i t t y  Hawk ventured n o r t h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  iri e x e r c i s e  
F o r t r e s s  Gale,  a coordinated amphibious a s s a u l t  on Okinawa. Po r t ions  of t h e  
e x e r c i s e  had t o  be  cance l led  due t o  t h e  uncoordinated a s s a u l t  of super  typhoon 
Judy on t h e  Task Fnrce and beach head a l i k e .  

Early September found t h e  F ight ing  Redcocks enjoying South Korean 
h o s p i t a l i t y  during t h e i r  i n p o r t  per iod  a t  Pusan, ROK. 

Turning south once ag.iln t h e  K i t t y  Hawk t r a n s i t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  Cubi Poin t  
where t h e  F igh t ing  Redcocks off-loaded and took over &s t h e  Aiming  FIFTEEN 
Beach Det, 

CDR J e r r y  PALMER r e l i e v e d  CDR John GRICE as Cc;mmanding Of f i ce r  during 
j o i n t  c h a ~ g e  of commarid ceremonies wi th  VF-111, aboard t h e  K i t t y  Hawk i n p o r t  
Subic Bay, 25 September 1979. CDR John VOMASTIC assumed t h e  d u t i e s  of F ight ing  
Redcock Executive Of f i ce r .  

Two squadron detachments t o  NAF Kadena, Okinawa, Japan occured during 
October. I n  t h e  f i r s t  e x e r c i s e ,  ASWEX U1-80, Redcock a v i a t o r s  f l ew  Orange 
Missile p r o f i l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Blue K i t t y  Hawk Task Group. A second d e t  was 
~aslced t o  f l y  missions dur ing  MULTIPLEX 1-80. However, p o l i t i c a l  developments 
i n  t h e  Republic oP Korea forced  t h e  exercise& c a n c e l l z t i o n  and t h e  Okinawa d e t  
s tood by f o r  r e a l  world t a sk tng  during t h e  Kcrean contingency Operations.  The 
s i t ua tLon  i n  South Korea s t a b i l i z e d  and t h e  second Okinawa d e t  r e tu rned  t o  
Cubi Poin t  on 4 November. 

The K i t t y  Hawk was scheduled t o  depa r t  Subic Bay f o r  CCNUS on 28 November. 
However, t h e  s e i z u r e  of t h e  U.S. Embassy and hos tages  i n  I r a n  requi red  t h e  
K i t t y  Hawk's course be s e t  f o r  t h e  Indian  Ocean and Gulf of Oman Operations 
on 21  November. The Fight ing  Redcocks maintaiced t h e  Swing Wing Det ashore 
a t  Cubi Po in t  during t h i s  per iod ,  providing Attack Squadron NINETY--FOUR wi th  
two f u l l  n i s s i o n  capable a i r c r a f t  along wi th  s e l e c t e d  personnel .  

Despi te  l i m i t e d  support  whi le  a ~ h o r e  Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO managed 
t o  f l y  1,400 hours  during t h e  last q u a r t e r  of ca lendar  year  1979. 

Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  during t h i s  per iod  was t h e  c l o s e  air support  provided t o  
a Marine Amphibious Landing i n  a BLTEX i n  e a r l y  December. A Beaver Snare AAWEX 
was flown aga ins t  t h e  Coral Sea, and squsdron p i l o t s  logged 105.4 f l i g h t  hours 
i n  a 24 hour per iod  between 19 and 20 December. 

The squadron rece ived  f avorab le  comments from t h e  Commander of 13 th  Air 
Force, Clark AU, R.P. concerning t h e  prcifessiorLa1 a t t i t u d e  and aggress ive  
n a t u r e  of a l l  squadron p i l o t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Cope Thunder 2-80. A l l  squadro~;  
p i l o t s  were given t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  p lan  arid lead  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  sc j r t ies  each. 



O f f i c e r s  on board i n  1 9 7 9  

*CDR John GRICE 
CDR Jerry PALMER 
CDR John VOMASTIC 
CDR  

*LCDR  
LCDR 

LCDR  
LCDR   

*LT   
L T   
CAPT  (USAF) 

*LT  
L T   
LT  
LT  
L T   
LT  
L T   
LT  
LT  
LT  
LTJG  
LTJG  

*LTJG  
CW04  

* D e n o t e c :  officers transferred i n  1 9 7 9  

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 
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The year  ended wi th  Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO having accumulated i n  
excess  of 22,000 acc ident  f r e e  f l i g h t  hours  s i n c e  Aprf l  1975. I n  1979, t h e  
squadron f lew over 5275 f l i g h t  hours ,  which r e p r e s e n t s  approximately 103% 
of t h e  a l l o t t e d  5,100 hours.  Of t h a t  t o t a l ,  over 1,338 hours  were a t  n i g h t  
o r  25% of t he  t o t s 1  hours  flown. To ta l  enibarked hours  were 2,669.7, 50% of 
t h e  yea r ly  t o t a l ,  Night embarked hours were 696.9 o r  26% of ernbarked opera- 
t i o n s .  T o t a l  c a r r i e r  a r r e s t e d  landings  f o r  t h e  per iod  was 1,530 of which 
29X o r  437 were a t  n igh t .  The ~ v e r a l l  boarding r a t e s  f o r  day and n igh t  were 
98% and 91% respec t ive ly .  The squadron had an average f u l l m i s s i o r ~  capable 
r a t e  of 60% wi th  a mission capable r a t e  of 69%. This FMC r a t e  was achievec! 
d e s p i t e  being t h e  Afrwicg Beach D e t  a t  Cubi Poin t  from September through 
December wi th  e s s e n t i a l l y  no i n  a r e a ,  and l imi t ed  out  of a r e a  support .  

The fol lowing Redcock a v i a t o r s  made K:!tty Hawk Centurian during 1979. 

CDR J e r r y  PALMER 
CDR 
CDR Johri GRICE 
LCDR  
LCDR  
LT 
LT 
LT  
LT 
LTJG 

TRAPS 

Copy t o  ; 
Direc to r  of Naval His tory  
CINCPACFLT 
COMNAVAIRPAC (CODE D12) 
COMLATWINGP AC 




