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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
ATTACK SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 IN REPLY REFER 

FF~~/VA-~~/GAS; I : S E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I F I E D  2, Ser: 364 

27 Sep 1973 

From: C o d i n g  Officer, Attack Squadron TWENTY-TWO 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP 05D2) 

Ref: (a) CNO ltr OP-05D2/5750,12B of 10 A U ~  1973 per authority 6t 
(b) OPNAmST 5750,12B O P N A V J N S T ~ ~  1 3 . 1 5 8  

Encl: (1) Officer Roster 
(2) Enlisted Muster Roll 
(3) Coxmanding Officer's Biographies and Photographs 

1, In answer to reference (a] and in accordance with reference (b) , the 
Caarmand History is submitted for the period 1 January 1972 to 1 January 
1973. 

2. (C) Chronology 

16 January 1972 - Completion of first line period of the Squadron's 
Sixth Combat Cruise 

27 January to 
17 February 1972 - Second line period of cruise at "Yankee Stationn 
1-13 March 1972 - Third line period of cruise at "Yankee Station" 
23 March to 
11 May 1972 - Fourth line period of cruise at "Yankee Station" 
23 May to 
11 June 1972 - Fifth line period of cruise at "Yankee Station" 
22-30 June 1972 - Sixth line period of cruise at "Yankee Stationn 
17 July 1972 - VA-22 on board USS CORAL SEA arrived NAS Alameda 

completing its Sixt,.h Combat Cruise 

31 August 1972 - Change of Couunand 
October to 
November 1972 - Weapons Training Deployment to NAAS Fallon, Nevada 

1-14 December 1972 - Carqual period aboard USS CORAL SEA 
3. (C) Narmtive: By the end of the first line period on 16 January 1972 
the "Fighting Redcocksn of VA-22 had proven themselves a potent and capable 
fighting unit and an asset to the USS CORAL SEA/AIRWING FIFTEEN team. During 
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this i n i t i a l  l ine  period the squadron was called upon to make strategic and 
c r i t i c a l  s t r ikes  against targets  i n  North Vietnam as  w e l l  a s  i n  South Vietnam 
and Laos. During t h i s  "baptism of f i re"  the squadron gained the s k i l l  and 
confidence t h a t  held them i n  good stead for  the remainder of the deployment. 

During the months of January, February and March 1972, the "Fighting Red- 
cocks" struck highly significant interdiction targets  i n  the Laotian "Steel 
Tiger" area. The p i lo t s  of the squadron combined the i r  s k i l l s  with the in- 
creased capabil i t ies  of the new A7E T o r s a i r  11" t o  i n f l i c t  major damage on 
the enemy l ines  of comunications. 

In the spring of 1972 the complexion of the war  i n  Southeast Asia changed 
as  the North Vietnamese began a major invasion of South Vietnam i n  Apkil, 
1972. In support of the South Vietnamese, AIRWING FIFTEEN and VA-22 struck 
strategic ta rgets  i n  North Vietnam to slow the flow of men and material t o  
the South. Throughout the month @ April the "Fighting Redcocks" used the 
t ac t i c s  of Armed Reconnaissance and the Alpha Strike t o  destroy numerous 
major targets  i n  North Vietnam. 

On May 9, 1972 the major port of Haiphong, North Vietnam was mined by 
United States Naval Forces. The "Fighting Redcocks", a s  w e l l  as  the other 
two Attack Squadrons (VMA-224 and VA-94) on board USS CORAL SEA, planned and 
executed t h i s  daring midlnorning raid. As a resul t  of this and other mining, 
the port  of Haiphong and the surrounding coastal waters were closed to out- 
side shipping, greatly reducing the North Vietnamese importation of w a r  
materials by sea. 

Through the conclusion of May and June the "Fighting Redcocks" continued 
t o  lead and execute strikes in to  North Vietnam. The CORAL SEA soon became 
known i n  WESTPAC a s  the "Northern Carrier", remaining i n  the Northern pa r t  of 
the G u l f  of Tonkin for  the majority of the time up through and including the i r  
f ina l  l ine  period. Again, the capabil i t ies  and ve r sa t i l i ty  of the A7E was 
proven by s tr iking and destroying with amazing accuracy major targets  through- 
out North Vietnam. During the spring and early srmnrmer of 1972 the "Fighting 
Redcocks" added significantly to the lessening of enemy pressure on the South 
Vietnamese forces. 

The successes were not gained, h-ver, without losses, both i n  men and 
material. On 4 February 1972 Lieutenant D. COOPER was l o s t  i n  an operational 
accident in the Gulf of Tonkin. On 6 May 1972 a Surface t o  Air M w l e  shot 
down Lieutenant M. WILES and he ejected from h i s  a i r c ra f t  but i s  l i s t e d  as  
Missing i n  Action. On 27 June, three days prior  to the conMusion of the 
deployment, another "Redcock" p i l o t  and a i rc ra f t  w e r e  l o s t  over North Vietnam 
to unknown causes and the p i lo t ,  Lieutenant G. SHUMWAY is  also l i s t e d  as  
Missing in Action. 

By the completion of the s ixth combat deployment t o  Southeast Asia the 
squadron had delivered 7.5 million pounds of ordnance against the enemy i n  
over 2000 sor t ies  during t h i s  cruise. The squadron had spent a t o t a l  of 147 
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days on the l i n e  before returning to Alameda on 17 July 1972. 

On 31 August 1972, Cammander L. E. GIt&MQI, former Squadron Executive 
Officer, assumed command of the  Fighting Redcocks i n  ceremonies held a t  NAS 
Lemoore. The guest speaker fo r  the occasion was Rear Admiral Howard E. GREER, 
Coamander, Carrier Division Three. 

The following months of training f l igh t s  a t  NAS -re were devoted to 
navigation, road reconnaissance, t ac t i c s  and instrument training as  the cornbat 
veterans and replacement p i lo t s  trained for  the forthcoming deployment. 
Training and comprehensive weapons work were accamplished during the l a s t  week 
of October and f i r s t  week of November a t  NAAS Fallon, Nevada on a deployment 
with CVW-15 

Efforts to ready the squadron fo r  sea continued with day and night landing 
qualifications aboard USS CORAL SEA during early Deceoabar. W i t h  the ent i re  
squadron on board for  t h i s  period, valuable trU- was also achieved with 
the airwing and ship operating as  a team again. During the remainder ob 
December squadron p i lo t s  u t i l ized  Nevada and Southern California target  ranges 
to continue improvement of bombing proficiencies. 

The Fighting Redcocks have had an average off icer  ccmplement of swenteen 
p i lo t s  and f ive  ground off icers  and an enlisted crew of two  hundred fSfteen 
t o  maintain twelve A7E Corsair I1 ai rcraf t .  
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RIZES, M.B.C. LT  
( J d  l 6 A p r  - M i s s i n g  6May) 




