
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
STRIKE FIGHTER SQUADRON 1 S 

FPO MIAMI, FL 34099-6201  IN REPLY REFER TO: 
57 00 

1 AUG 1988 

Rau: Oxuumrdi~ Officer, Strike Pi@ter Squadron 15 
To: Director of Wval History ( Q - O B H )  

Wf: (a) O p N A m  5750.12D 
(b) m T I l O b J  15 INSl' 5750.12F 

Ehcl: (1) Unqxxition ard Organization (u) 
(2) Uromlogical History for CY 1987 (U) 
(3) Brrative History for CY 1987 (U) 
(4) Cbmmrdirrg Officer's Biography (U) 
( 5 )  -ding Officer's Photograph (U) 
(6)  Picture of H3IWET FA-18 VALION Aircraft (U) 
(7)  Officer Ibster Erl: CY 1987 (U) 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), emlosums (1) thrcnqh (7) are 
fonarded. 



C3XYMD CXMPOSITION AND OW;ZWIZM'IObJ (u) 

Strike Fighter Squadron 15, homeparted at mval Air Station, Cecil Field, 
Flarida, flies the McDonnell Dmglas F/A-18 HORNE3. The VALI- are assigned 
to m n d e r r  Li#t Attack Wing (3NE ard attached to Cmmarrler, Air Wing EIQTT 
an board USS THBClDORe FWSXELT (-71). CDR$John W. a t i n  is the VALION'S 
Oxmmding Officer, with 10 ~/&18 aircraft tail mmbers 300-307, 310 and 311. 



06 Squadron received first F/A-18~, BIPJD 163113. Side number 300 
assigned. 

08 VPA-15 Change of Cbnnnand . CDR P. C. hrxlon relieved by CIX J. W. 
Curtin, CDR M. W. W t h  - XO. 

28 CO makes first flight in A/C 300, BIPJD 163113. 

08-11 Qnmand's first shipboard ope far training of flight deck permel. 
USS @3W& SW (CV-43) in mjunctim with VFlbl06 CQ det . 

26 First section go. XO, UTR  

01-07 First det - abmrd USS m T  (CVN-71) . 
04 CAG  makes first carrier larding in A/C 300, WTPJD 163113. 

10 First bcanb d r e .  

13 First divisian go. Fighter escort. X!3, E D R , LT , 
LT . 

APRIL 

20-25 OQ det aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67). 2 A/C, 4 pilots 03 
including CO, UXB LT , LT . 

8-16 W e  AEB det for air-to-air exercise. 

8 2 A/C leave for Luke AFB advance det. 

9 Airlifts to W e  AFB. 



w (oont.) - 
10 4 A/C cross c~un t r y  to Ute AFB. 

11 aOnmence ope at Uike AFB. 

16 6 A/C return to C e c i l  Field. Xrlift returns to C e c i l  Field. 85 
sarties scheduled; 80 sorties flom; 94% aaupletion rate. 

27-28 CUM-1 ACMZYT Inspectian. Overall outstarding caments from 
inspectms. 

CQ det - VSS FDRRESIRL (CV-59) . 2 A/c. L a s t  CQ det far VFA-15 
pilots. All pilots are clear of the RAG. 

First gun shoot. 2C0, LT , LTJG  

PkicAir @bbgra@her here for first VFA-15 ghotm exercise. 

Last A/C received; side nuniber 311, B W 3  163143. 

M c e  det leaves far MXS YLnaa, Arizona. 

8 A/C f l y  off to MXS Yuma, Arizona. 

First a i r l i f t  to MCAS Yinm, Arizona. 

Det  to MZAS Yuma, Arizona for bOnibing. 

Secaarl airlift to MCAS Yuma, Arimna. 

Comence bmibing. First  dropped this det is a "Bullseye" by 
LT

First active ~ / ~ - 1 8  Navy f leet  squadron to shoot 5" Zuni Ibckets. 
mtal nuniber sw, 48. 

First l ive ardmnce dropped. 

Ompleted det flight ops. 196 sorties deduled;  191 sorties flown; 
97.4% completion rate. 

8 A/C depart Z A S  Yma, Arizona to return to Cecil Field. First 
a i r l i f t  returns to Cecil Field. 

Secod a i r l i f t  returns to C e c i l  Field. 



JULY - 
5 Airlift departs for NAS Key Wt, Florida. 

6 Aircraft depart for NAS Key West, Flarida. 

6-21 Squadron pilots successfully q l e t e  SFARP ard start night EUP 
flying. 165 sorties flown for a tntdl of 164.5 burs. 

22 Airlift and aircraft depart NAS Key W e s t ,  Florida to return to NAS 
Cecil Field. 

3 Airlift departs for NAS Norfolk, Virginia for on-load to USS 
(CVP3-71) 

6 Aircraft depart far USS THBODORe RXSEVELT (CW-71) Carrier 
Quali ficatians. 

13 Aircraft q l e t e  m i e r  Qualifications, depart far NAS C e c i l  Field- 

14 Off-load USS -T (CVN-71). Airl if t  departs for NAS 
Cecil Field. Pilots logged 114 day lardiws and 67 night lallairvgs as  
wll as Ta i l  Ebok Award. 

21 Aircraft, a i r l i f t  depart far NAWTA Rmsevelt mds, Puerto Rim. 

24 Eight missiles launcbes in eight kmrs. A l l  were direct hits or near 
misses. TIae drone Qp-86 ms then gunned dawn by squadron aircraft 
because of stabil i ty prcibl-. 

28 Aircraft an3 a i r l i f t  return to NZS C e c i l  Field. 65 sarties sd.leduled; 
88.7 hours flown. Because of missile shoot results, VFA-15 finished a 
close secolld far "Fox One" Award. 

31 Squadron wins CLM-1 Boerbing Derby. 

1 Squadron c!hcps to (larrier Air Wing 8. 

9 2 aircraft depart for N?S Miramar, ealifcmnia far 'Ibp Gun. 

11 Airlift departs for MIS Miramr, Califarnia for 'Ibp (3x1. 

20 Aircraft a d  a i r l i f t  depart for NAS Fallan, Nevada 5 x  "Qnstant Peg" 
exercise. 



9 Aircraft and airlift return fraa NAS Ekllon, Nevada. 

9 Airlift departs for NAS Nurfolk, Virginia to aboard USS THBJDORe - (-71). 

11 Aircraft depart to USS 'IH83W3RE KOSEV&T (CVN-71) for Carrier 
Quali ficatians . 

14 Aircraft depart USS Kl05EX.T (-71) to return to W S  C e c i l  
Field. Pilots log 62 day ladings, 22 night ladings; finish a close 
seccd in Tail IZxdc Award competition. 

16 Off-load USS TRB[IDORE FWSWELT (-71). Airlift returns to NAS 
C e c i l  Field. 

26 Start CWTJ?I. FD1s in  farma1 sd#lol. 

29 Pilots cmplete IWl'OPS evaluation. Results - outstarding. 

2 *Q1s in CWPPI formal S-1. 

15 2 aircraft a d  support perscrnnel depart for USS JOHN F. KENNEDY 
(CV-67) to assist filming of marie m W .  

16 Pilots in  aWrP1 -1 school. 

18 Aircraft arrl persorplel return from USS JOHN F. KENNHN (CV-67) . 
23 CWrPI Administrative Ekview/enlisted exam. 

24 CWrPI Release a d  Ccrntrol Checks a d  inert loads. 

DElZmIEm 

1 CWPPI live load of 3 aircraft a d  load/unload 1 aircraft. 

3 W l e t e  CWrPI. Overall grade of outstanding - %.13%. 

13 Aircraft, a i r l i f t  depart for NAS Virginia. 

18 Aircraft, a i r l i f t  depart MIS Oceana, Virginia to return to MIS C e c i l  
Field. 

30 Last flight fur year ampleted. Total flight hours - 2900; total 
enbarked hours - 399; total  carrier ladings - 451 (day - 350; 
night - 101). 



s l l R m E F ' I ~ ~ 1 5  
HI!3lDRY RDR CY 1987 (U) 

Nineteen Eighty-seven opened quickly ad never slowed down. January saw 
the f i r s t  VALJON H3RNET arrive, follawed by a m e  of aoamand and the f i r s t  
flight of aircraft  300 by the Cmuading Officer. 

The VZXLIONS of VFArl5 started to expux.3 their areas of -ration in 
February, March a d  A p r i l  w i t h  the acceptanoe of aircraft  d sea 
qualifications detachments aboard USS CIXtRL SEA (CV-43), USS THEDIORE 

(CVN-71), ad USS JCHN F. Kl3WElX (CV-67). This period of t i m e  also 
saw the VALION3 drop bcmibs k the first time as w11 a d  the first division 
go in  VACION aircraft.  

Iuke IPB was the next stop far the W&ION3 as they participated in air 
m d a t  rmneuver training w i t h  the Air Fbrce. In a five day period, 80 -ties 
were aanpleted w i t h  valuable training and increased respect the outcame far 
b t h  the W C b J S  and the Air Force. May ms br- to a close with an 
administrative material readiness inspection fram Chmader, Light Attack Wing 
1 w i t h  an overall grade of outstanding. 

June started w i t h  a sea qualificatian on buard USS R > m  (CV-59). 
This was significant because w i t h  its conclusion a l l  VEa-15 pilots had 
successfully carp?leted the RR3. The WLIOBB' last R3RNET was received on 9 
June. Deta-ts to MCAS W r  Arizona, NAS IGey West, USS 'MBODORE RXlSENELT 
(CVN-71) and Rmsevelt Rads, P.R. closed aut the srmmuer . 

Strike Fighter Squadron 15 became a part of m i e r  Air Wing EIGR'l' i n  
Septeniber ad amtinued to be on the road w i t h  detachments to NAS Miramar (TOP 
W), NAS ~ l l m  a d  USS HlOEWEW (CVN-71). 

Nwerciber was a time for school and inspections for the W L I O E  w i t h  the 
squadron's f i r s t  Conventional Weapons Tkctical Proficiency Inspection (CWrPI 1. 
This inspection was oorqpleted with outstarding results an the f i r s t  of 
Decenhr. After a short detachrment to Naval Air Statian Oceana, the WCtIOPlS 
took a much deserved rest w i t h  a staddawn period far the mistmas holidays. 




