
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
ATTACK SQUADRON FImEEN 

FPO NEW YORK, 00501 IN REPLY REFER TO: 

10/AFN ?gea 
5 7 0 0  
S e r  C 2  
1 M a r c h  1 9 8 0  - ( U n c l a s s i f i e d  upon r e m o v a l  of e n c l o s u r e s )  

F r o m :  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r ,  A t t a c k  Squadron FIFTEEN 
T o  : C h i e f  of N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  (.OP-05D2) 

Subj: Command H i s t o r y  COPNAV R e p o r t  S y m b o l  5750-11  

Ref  : (a) OPNAVINST 5 7 5 0 . 1 2 C  
(b) ATKRON FIFTEEN I N S T  5750.12A 

E n c l :  ( 1 )  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  S u m m a r y  of Events for  1 9 7 9  
(2) M c C l u s k y  A w a r d  N o m i n a t i o n  for 1 9 7 9  ( d a t a )  
( 3 )  ATKRON FIFTEEN O f f i c e r  R o s t e r  for  1 9 7 9  
(41 B i o g r a p h y  of CDR J. J. MAZACH, USN 
(5)  P h o t o g r a p h  of CDR J. J. MAZACH, USN 
C6) ATKRON FIFTEEN E n l i s t e d  R o s t e r  for 1 9 7 9  
( 7 )  ATKRON FIFTEEN 0 9 1 6 3 8 2  OCT 7 9  
( 8 1  COMCARAIRWING S I X  1 7 2 0 5 5 2  OCT 7 9  
(9) USS INDEPENDENCE 2 5 0 3 4 2 2  OCT 7 9  

1. I n  accordance w i t h  references (a) and (b) , enclosures ( 1 )  
through C91 are f o r w a r d e d .  

C o p y  to:  
D i r e c t o r  of N a v a l  H i s t o r y  (OP-O9BW) ( w / e n c l )  



JANUARY 

1-10 ATKRON FIFTEEN based ashore a t  NAS Cec i l  F i e l d ,  F lo r ida .  

11-17 ATKRON FIFTEEN embarked aboard USS INDEPENDENCE CCV-62) 
f o r  Refresher Training. The squadron bombed HICACLE TGT 
and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  air-to-air gunnery detachment a t  
Guantanamo Bay 12-14 January. 

18-16 ATKRON FIFTEEN continued pre-cruise  t r a i n i n g ,  Operations 
included continuous competi t ive e x e r c i s e s  a t  P i n e c a s t l e  
t a r g e t  with bombs, f i v e  inch  rocke t s ,  c a p t i v e  s h r i k e ,  
walleye,  and sidewinders.  The squadron a l s o  t r a i n e d  i n  
r ada r  navigat ion,  instrument naviga t ion  and f i e l d  carrier 
landing p r a c t i c e .  The Valions won Light  Attack Wing ONE 
Bombing Derby 1-79. Received f o r  duty  on 22 January,  ENS 
Frank "ARTm NELOWET from Attack Squadron 174. Received 
f o r  duty  on 1 February, CW04  
from COMLATWING ONE (Commander Light Attack Wing ONE) .  
Transferred on 5 February t o  COMCARAIRWING FIFTEEN, NAS 
Miramar, ENS   f o r  duty.  

FEBRUARY 

16-23 Type-Training r found t h e  squadron aboard USS INDEPENDENCE 
(CV-62)  again.  Poor weather condi t ions  hindered most 
opera t ions  during t h i s  per iod,  The squadron received 
t r a i n i n g  i n  SSSC ( su r face  and sub-surface su rve i l l ance  
coord ina t ion) ,  bombing, combat a i r  p a t r o l ,  n igh t  tanking,  
and automatic carrier landing system use,  Commander 
SMTTH, VALION CO, b r i e fed  t h e  German Defense Minis te r  and 
o t h e r  VIPs on War-at-Sea tactics.  

24-3 ATKRON FIFTEEN continued shorebased t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS C e c i l  
F i e l d ,  F lo r ida .  

MARCH 

4-13 ATKRON FIFTEEN embarked aboard USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) 
and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Type-Training 11. The squadron c a r r i e r  
q u a l i f i e d  aboard INDEPENDENCE, bombed and performed services 
f o r  o t h e r  sh ips  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  group. Received f o r  duty on 
9 March, LTJG     from Attack 
Squadron 174. 

C l a s s i f i e d  by: OPNAVINST 5750.12C 
Declass i fy  on: 29 February 1986 
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APRIL 

1-4 

5-10 

MAY 

1-8 

Por t  v i s i t ,  F t  . Lauderdale, F lo r ida  ., 
I n  Type-Training I T I ,  t h e  Squadron continued t r a i n i n g  i n  
bas ic  mission areas and also performed services f o r  o t h e r  
u n i t s .  The squadron dropped l ive ordnance on Vieques 
t a r g e t ,  and notably,  f lew a photo mission f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  
navigator  on t h e  coasts of Vieques and Puerto R i c o ,  On 
t h e  25th of March, Commander SMITH l e d  a coordinated 
Alpha S t r i k e ,  and on t h e  27th,  LT  and LTJG  
sho t  AIM-9 m i s s i l e s  during a MISSILEX. 

This  per iod was t h e  "Operational Readiness Evalua t ionN,  
a g r u e l l i n g  endurance and e f f i c i e n c y  d r i l l  i n  which 
ATKRON FIFTEEN received a "Low Outstanding" f o r  per- 
formance i n  a l l  a r e a s .  This grade was t h e  h ighes t  i n  
Carrier A i r  Wing SIX. A t  one t i m e  ATKRON FrFTEEN had i t s  
f u l l  complement of a i r c r a f t  a i rborne  a t  t h e  same time. 
Transferred f o r  duty on 30 March t o  Naval Support A c t i v i t y ,  
Naples, I t a l y ,  LT    

P o r t  v i s i t ,  S t .  Thomas, Virgin I s l ands .  

ATKRON FIFTEEN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  COMPTUEX 2-79 providing 
services f o r  o t h e r  u n i t s .  Received f o r  duty  on 9 Apr i l  
from Attack Squadron 174, Commander J. J ,  "RIBBIT" 
COONAN, Jr., as  prospect ive  execut ive o f f i c e r .  

The squadron continued shorebased opera t ions  a t  NAS Cec i l  
F i e l d ,  F lo r ida .  

The change of command took p lace  with CDR J ,  J. MAZACH 
r e l i e v i n g  CDR R. S. "YONEX" SMITH who t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Commander, THIRD F l e e t  S t a f f ,  Pea r l  Harbor, H a w a i i  f o r  
duty.  

Pre-cruise  t r a i n i n g  continued a t  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d ,  F lo r ida .  
Received f o r  duty on 23 Apr i l  from Attack Squadron 174, 
LTJG   . 

The VALIONS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Light  Attack Wing ONE Bomb- 
ing  Derby. Many squadron members at tended schools  and 
completed pre-cru ise  t r a i n i n g .  Commander R. C.  ALLEN 
r e l i e v e d  Captain G ,  W. WHITE a s  COMCARAIRWXNG SIX on 4 
May. Released t o  i n a c t i v e  d u t y  i n  USNR on 1 May, LT   
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JUNE 

1-27  

JULY 

6 

ATKRON FIFTEEN e m b a r k e d  aboard USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-6 2 1 
once more t o  par t ic ipate  in READEX 79 and SOLID SHIELD, 
T h e  VALIONS helped support a m p k i b i a u s  operations on the 
beaches of V i e q u e s  Island and the C a r o l i n a s .  

ATKRON FIFTEEN returned t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d ,  Florida t o  
continue c o m p e t i t i v e  exercises i n  m a n y  areas inc luding  
RESCAP ( R e s c u e  C o m b a t  A i r  P a t r o l ) .  O p e r a t i o n a l  planning 
for t h e  cruise w a s  a t  a crisp pace during this  period. 
R e c e i v e d  for duty f r o m  A t t a c k  Squadron 1 7 4  on 24 May w a s  
LT    . D i s c h a r g e d  on 31 May w a s  
LT    . 

T h e  squadron f in ished c o m p e t i t i v e  exercises, operational 
planning, carrier qua l i f ica t ions  and the  dependents 
cruise before e m b a r k i n g  for the M e d i t e r r a n e a n  deployment. 
On 7 June ATKRON FIFTEEN completed 3 years accident free. 
T r a n s f e r r e d  on 6 June t o  N a v a l  Justice School, N e w p o r t ,  
R I ,  LCDR     R e c e i v e d  for  duty  on 7 
June w a s  ENS     f r o m  A t t a c k  Squadron 
1 7 4 .  R e c e i v e d  f o r  duty  on 7 June f r o m  A t t a c k  Squadron 
1 7 4  w a s  LCDR    . R e c e i v e d  fo r  
du ty  on 11 June from A t t a c k  S q u a d r o n  1 7 4  w a s  LCDR  

 . R e l e a s e d  t o  inactive duty  i n  USNR on 2 5  
June w a s  L T J G  .  . 

ATKRON FIFTEEN began i t s  t ransa t lan t ic  crossing i n  w h i c h  
the V a l i o n s  had several good f l y i n g  days. T r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  NAS Jacksonville for  separation on 2 9  June was LT   

 . T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e ld  for  
duty  on 2 9  June w a s  LCDR   . 

T h e  War-at-Sea PASSEX ( P a s s i n g  ~ x e r c i s e )  w i t h  USS 
EISENHOWER (CVN-69) took place. 

T h e  INDEPENDENCE continued i ts  t r a n s i t  w e s t w a r d  t o  R o t a ,  
S p a i n .  

P o r t  v i s i t ,  R o t a ,  Spain. 

A i r  operations took place i n  t he  T y r r h e n i a n  Sea, ATKRON 
FIFTEEN t ra ined  w i t h  captive walleye and practiced b~mb- 
i ng  and DCM ( D e f e n s i v e  C o m b a t  M a n e u e r i n g ] ,  

P o r t  v i s i t ,  N a p l e s ,  I t a l y .  
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22-31 The Valions p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exercise  MULTIPLEX 2-79 i n  
which t h e  squadron performed s e r v i c e s  and p rac t i ced  
bombing. This  a t-sea per iod was in te r rup ted  by a two- 
day t r a i n i n g  anchorage a t  Augusta Bay, S i c i l y ,  before a 
t r a n s i t  t o  Haifa,  I s r a e l .  

AUGUST 

1-6 Por t  v i s i t ,  Haifa,  I s r a e l .  

7 -11 ATKRON FIFTEEN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  PHIBILEX, a mul t i -na t iona l  
exe rc i se  i n  t h e  Eastern Mediterranean. ATKRON FIFTEEN 
bombed var ious  t a r g e t s  i n  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  included Avgo 
N i s i ,  Karavi, ~ n d r a b i d a ,  and Pachino. 

12-20 Por t  v i s i t ,  Palermo, S i c i l y .  

21-30 EXERCISE NATIONAL WEEK. ATKRON FIFTEEN w a s  p a r t  of t h e  
BLUE a i r  complement aboard USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) and 
a l s o  provided O N G E  (oppositiod a i r  se rv ices .  More than  
twenty naval  u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  exe rc i se  which 
simulated a la rge-sca le  naval  war i n  t h e  Ionian Sea. 

SEPTEMBER 

1-4 Por t  v i s i t ,  Athens, Greece. 

5-11 ATKRON FIFTEEN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e  PHIBILEX. The 
Valions f lew va r ious  low l e v e l  r o u t e s  over I t a l y  and 
Greece and bombed t h e  Karavi and Avgo N i s i  t a r g e t s  with 
MK-82 (500 LB) , MK-84 (2000 LB) bombs and MK-45  f l a r e s .  

12-26 A p o r t  v i s i t  and mid-cruise standdown took p lace  i n  
Naples, I t a l y .  Transferred t o  Attack Squadron 45 f o r  
duty  on 18 September was LT   

27-19 The Valions began a very in tense  at-sea per iod which 
included e x e r c i s e  DISPLAY DETERMINATION. The squadron 
received use fu l  t r a i n i n g  i n  most primary mission a r e a s .  
During t h i s  per iod ,  t h e  squadron f lew many low l e v e l  
t r a i n i n g  r o u t e s  over Sardin ia  and I t a l y  and bombed 
va r ious  t a r g e t s  including Capo Tuleda, Capo Frasca ,  
Pachino, Avgo N i s i ,  Konya, and Karavi. ATKRON FIFTEEN 
a l s o  rece ived  very i n t e n s e  t r a i n i n g  i n  a i r  defense and 
War-at-Sea s t r i k e  coordina t ion .  

OCTOBER 

20-23 Por t  v i s i t ,  Palma de  Mallorca. The Valions unwound w i t h  
a squadron p a r t y  t o  be remembered. 
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24-25 ~ x e r c i s e  LAFAYETTE, an e x e r c i s e  to pene t ra te  French 

defenses  along t h e  southern c o a s t  w a s  conducted. 
ATKRON FTFTEEN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  very l a r g e  s c a l e  simu- 
l a t e d  Alpha s t r i k e s  which penetrated deep i n t o  southern 
France. 

26-7 Por t  v i s i t ,  Genoa, I t a l y .  

NOVEMBER 

8-9 Exercise  DASIX (Defense Arrean SIXTH F l e e t )  took place.  
Once again,  U. S. f o r c e s  t e s t e d  French a i r  defenses i n  
t h e  southern s e c t o r .  

10-14 Por t  v i s i t ,  Toulon, France. 

15-26 Exercise  ILES D'OR was held i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean. 
USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) p a r t i c i p a t e d  wi th  over f o r t y  
o the r  naval  and a i r  u n i t s  from t h e  U .  S.,  U.  K . ,  Germany, 
t h e  Netherlands,  Belgium, France, Greece, and I t a l y .  
ATKRON FIFTEEN t r a i n e d  i n  many primary mission a r e a s  
with heavy emphasis on War-&-Sea t a c t i c s .  ATKRON 
FIFTEEN p i l o t s  l e d  many C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SIX BROADSWORD 
s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  ORANGE (opposit ion) u n i t s .  

27-1 Por t  v i s i t ,  Malaga, Spain.  

DECEMBER 

2 T r a n s i t  t o  Rota, Spain; p o r t  v i s i t ,  Rota, spa in .  

3-14 Af ter  t h e  War-at-Sea PASSEX (Passing Exercise)  with USS 
FORRESTAL (CV-59), INDEPENDENCE continued i t s  t r a n s i t  
t o  t h e  con t inen ta l  United S t a t e s .  The squadron f ly -o f f  
w a s  on 13 December and re tu rn ing  squadron a i r l i f t s  w e r e  
on t h e  1 4 t h  and 15th .  

15-31 This per iod was t h e  post-cruise  standdown. The Valions 
f lew a few cross-country f l i g h t s  and a s m a l l  number of 
competi t ive exe rc i ses .  The Valions r e s t e d  easy during 
t h e  Christmas Holidays - home a t  l a s t  a f t e r  t h e  Mediter- 
ranean c r u i s e .  Transferred t o  Training Wing THREE on 31 
December w a s  LT   
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