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1. Fighter  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO was deployed w i th  Carr ie r  A i r  Wing ONE on 
board USS AMERICA (CV-66) f o r  much o f  the spr ing and summer o f  calendar year 
1985. Commander John M. Ly le  took command of the squadron on 19 August 1985 a t  
a ceremony on board Naval A i r  Stat ion, Oceana. During the  year, VF-102 p a r t i c i -  
pated i n  several major exercises/operations inc luding:  Constant Peg, FFRAP, 
Oceana Safar i  '85, and SEABAT. 

2. The f o l l ow ing  provides a b r i e f  account o f  the events i n  chronological order: 

a. January: A comprehensive simulator program was i n i t i a t e d  t o  provide 
ACM refresher,  EW/MAS procedures, single-engine t r a i n i n g  and miss i  lex/compex 
pract ice.  F l i g h t  operat ions were conducted t o  provide AIC/Link 4 t r a i n i n g  
w i t h  the USS YORKTOWN, USS TICONDEROGA, USS MT. WHITNEY, USS CORAL SEA, and 
VAQ-120. A f t e r  an ACM warm-up syl labus was completed, 2V11s and l V l l s  were 
f lown against A-4, A-7, F-15, and F-5 adversaries on the TACTS range i n  
preparat ion f o r  Constant Peg. TARPS low l eve l  s o r t i e s  were completed t o  
mainta in RECCE mission currency. 

b. February: Seven a i r c r a f t  deployed t o  N e l l i s  AFB f o r  a one week Constant 
Peg Detachment. The Squadron f l e w  33 o f  38 scheduled s o r t i e s  against the 4477th 
TFS. 2V2's and 1V l ' s  were f lown against USAF F-15's and VC-12 A-4's. On 21 
and 22 February, 4 a i rcrew's compexed i n  A IC ,  a l l  crews winning Ens. On 20 
February, a no-notice m iss i l ex  was tasked by CFW-1, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a successful 
AIM-7E f i r i n g  against an AQM-37A supersonic drone (1.5 IMN, 48K). 

c. March. A successful m iss i l ex  on 5 March resu l ted  i n  2 AIM-7E's and 
2 AIM-9H's being f i r e d ,  a l l  4 aircrews earning Compex E1s. Operations a t  NAS 
Fallon, NV. presented a much needed oppor tun i ty  f o r  overland ACM, s t r i k e  escort, 
a i r - t o - a i r  re fue l ing,  low levels,  MAS and s t r i k e  r e l a t ed  RECCE. VF-45 provided 
r e a l i s t i c  bogey serv ices a l lowing a l l  aircrews t o  experience 1V1,  2V2, and 
2V many ACM scenarios. The Fa l lon EW range was u t i l i z e d  whenever possib le 
t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  aircrews w i t h  ALR 45/50 cockp i t  i nd ica t ions  i n  a dynamic 
environment. 

d. A p r i l  : FFRAP commenced on 1 A p r i l  and continued through 19 Apr i l ,  w i t h  
a l l  a i rcrew completing the syllabus. During FFRAP, TCS proved t o  be a major 
advantage i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  ta rge ts  and al lowing BVR shots. Crews continued t o  use 
the 2E6 and 2F112 t r a i n e r s  f o r  ACM, out-of-contro l  f l i g h t  (OCF), a i r - t o - a i r  guns 
(AAG) and single-engine t r a i n i ng .  A f t e r  p rac t i ce  hops, the crews were then 
compexed i n  both AAG and AIC mission areas. 
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e. May: N i g h t l y  FCLP s o r t i e s  were f l own  and were combined w i t h  AIC, MAS 
EW and tanking. D a i l y  use o f  t h e  2E6, 15C9, and 2F95 s imu la tors  was made f o r  
ACLS, AAG, s ingle-engine and m i s s i l e x  p rac t i ce .  A very  successful  CQ was 
conducted 15 and 16 May on board USS AMERICA, w i t h  9  a i rc rew p a r t i c i p a t i n g ;  8  
achiev ing f u l l  day and n i g h t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  Aircrews f o r  the m i s s i l e  shoot 
rehearsed t h e  p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  2F112 and 2E6 f l i g h t  s imulators.  The Conventional 
Weapons P r o f i c i e n c y  Inspect ion  (CWTPI) course/exam was g iven 20-22 May. F i ve  
a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  high1.y successful  m i s s i l e  shoot a t  Roosevelt Roads, 
PR. on 29 and 30 May, expending 2  AIM-9H1s, 1 AIM-9M, 2  AIM-7E1s and an AIM-54A. 

f. June: The month began w i t h  the  squadron deployed on board USS AMERICA. 
CQ progressed t o  A IC ,  ACM, SSC, s t r a f e  and s h i p ' s  serv ice  hops. F i ve  a l e r t  
launches were conducted on 20 June t o  esco r t  Sov ie t  Bear A i r c r a f t .  The a i r c r a f t  
re tu rned t o  Oceana 24 June. Ashore, pr imary emphasis was placed on t r a i n i n g  
l ec tu res  and t r a i n e r s  w h i l e  t he  a i r c r a f t  were groomed f o r  t he  9  J u l y  deployment. 

g. Ju ly :  Pr imary emphasis on the 9 t h  and 10th  was on CQ, then proqressed 
t o  ACM, A I C ,  low leve l s ,  s t ra fe ,  CAP and MAS EW, sh ip  se rv i ce  hops i n c l u d i n g  
I-5-CI,  AAW-3-1, Z-6-CI, Z-40-EW and Z-5-ASCM. Photo Reconnaissance (TARPS) 
became p a r t  o f  t he  d a i l y  schedule. Several eva lua t i on  hops were conducted w i t h  
bo th  FLIR A-6E and F-14A1s t o  determine the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  n i g h t  I R  overland 
TARPS coverage. The squadron was i n p o r t  No r fo l k  from 21-25 July.  A f t e r  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  sea, two AAWEX g r i d s  were s e t  t o  exerc ise  the  ou ter  a i r  b a t t l e  
and t o  prepare f o r  t h e  upcoming chainsaw exercise. 

h. Auqust: Deployed on board USS AMERICA f o r  phase lB, the  squadron 
conducted ACM, SSC, CAP, Chainsaw, AAW Gr id  t a c t i c s  and TARPS. Strong emphasis 
was placed on TARPS i n c l u d i n g  mapping, SSC, low l e v e l  p i n p o i n t  ta rge ts ,  n i g h t  
over land I R ,  and long range BDA. VF-102's Change o f  Command took p lace on the  
19 th  when CDR J. M. LYLE r e l i e v e d  CDR M. A. OSTERTAG a t  the  helm. The squadron 
deployed August 24th i n  support o f  Ocean S a f a r i  '85. FL igh t  ops inc luded a l e r t  
launches and i n t e r c e p t s  o f  Soviet  Bear a i r c r a f t  the  second day a t  sea. 

i. September: T r a n s i t i n g  t o  V e s t f j o r d  f o r  Ocean Sa fa r i  '85, over 80% o f  
the  Squadron's f l y i n g  was CAP. Although l i m i t e d  t o  CAP, the  squadron 
in te rcepted:  Bears, Badgers, Cubs, Coots, Nimrods, L ightn ings,  Har r ie rs ,  
Buccaneers, Falcons, RF-4's, V ic to rs ,  EP-3's and B-52's. Man.y o f  these 
i n t e r c e p t s  came from a l e r t  launches. Operat ing i n  Vest f jo rd ,  t he  squadron was 
again p r i m a r i l y  l i m i t e d  t o  CAP. Two TARPS missions and two ACM events were a l so  
f lown. September 23-30 was spent i n p o r t  Portsmouth, England, ending an a c t i v e  
and successful  month. 

j. October: Embarked on board USS AMERICA, VF-102 completed Ocean Sa fa r i .  
F l y i n g  was very  l i m i t e d  do t o  weather and PIM. With t h e  squadron back a t  
Oceana, an aqgressive t r a i n i n g  program was establ ished.  Low l e v e l ,  TARPS RECCE, 
a i r - t o - a i r  and a i r - to-ground gun s o r t i e s  were f l own  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  ACM. 
N igh t  s o r t i e s  consis ted o f  medium and h igh  a l t i t u d e  i n te rcep ts .  VF-102 a l so  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SEABAT f o r  MAS and EW t r a i n i n g .  M u l t i p l e  day and n i g h t  TARPS 
RECCE s o r t i e s  were f l own  over Kings Bay Georgia i n  response t o  a  CNO task ing  
p ro jec t .  
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k. November: The squadron f l e w  ACM aga ins t  F-15's, F-21's and A-4's w i t h  
emphasis on a i r - t o - a i r  and a i r - to-ground guns as we l l .  A m i s s i l e x  was conducted 
i n  the  VACAPES Operat ing Area on 20 November. A l l  f o u r  m i s s i l e s  were 
success fu l l y  f i r e d .  Crews shot 2 ATM-7E1s and 2 AIM-9H's a t  BQM-74 t a r g e t  drones. 
VF-102 b r i e f e d  and lead the  f l i g h t  which a l so  invo lved a i rcrews f rom VF-33, VF-142 
and VF-143. 

1. December: A f t e r  p repar ing  t o  go t o  sea, the squadron f l e w  aboard USS 
AMERICA on 4 December. ACM/DACT was conducted w i t h  both A i r  Force F-15's and 
A i r  Wing A-7's. TARPS low l e v e l  RECCE hops were conducted i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w e  
and pos t  s t r i k e  BDA s o r t i e s .  Complete t a r g e t  p i c t u r e s  were taken o f  BT-9 and 
BT-11 near Cherry Point ,  f o r  use by the  At tack Squadrons. The Squadron a l so  
rece ived i t ' s  tank ing  qua1 i f  i c a t i o n s  w i t h  A i r  Force KC-135's. 

VF-102 COMMAND HISTORY 
STAT1 ST I CAL DATA 

I. Ordnance Expenditures: 
1985 Calendar year:  AIM-54 

AIM-7 
AIM-9 
MK-124 CADS 
RR-129 CHAFF 
MJU-8B FLARES 
MK-131 CADS 
20 MM TP 
20 MM HE1 

11. O f f i c e r  Compliment: 
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