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Figh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO 

Command His tory  - 1977 

1. Command Orqanization. COMMANDER Richard E. WYMAN, USN, -- 
' - . / I 3 1 0  assumed command o f  F igh te r  Squadron ONE 

HUNDRED TWO on 27 May 1976. CDR WYMAN was r e l i e v e d  by COMMANDER 
Wilton D. BRADSHAW, USN, /I310 on board USS INDE- 
PENDENCE while anchored i n  Naples Bay, Naples, I t a l y  on 6 J u l y  
1977. CDR BRADSHAW became t h e  twen ty - f i r s t  Commanding O f f i c e r  
o f  F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO. 

2. Summary of  Operations. F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO 
conducted carrier q u a l i  f Lcations aboard USS INDEPENDENCE from 
1 0  January t o  12 January i n  prepara t ion  f o r  Caribex ' 7 7 ' .  
Caribex '77' l a s t e d  from 18 January t o  11 February with t h e  
DIAMONDBACKS p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a i r  i n t e r c e p t s ,  bombing, and 
s imula ted  a lpha  s t r i k e s  on the Vieques Target Complex. 

Throughout February and March, F igh te r  Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
TWO conducted extens ive  a i r  combat maneuvering t r a i n i n g  i n  
a d d i t i o n  to  several missile shoots  i n  prepara t ion  f o r  their 
upcoming Mediterranean Cruise. 

The squadron embarked aboard USS INDEPENDENCE March t h i r t y -  
f irst  and r e l i e v e d  the USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT i n  Rota, Spain 
on  1 2  Apri l .  The t h i r t e e n t h  of  Apr i l  found t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE, 
w i t h  the DIAMONDBACKS ABOARD, e n t e r i n g  t h e  Mediterranean f o r  a 
s i x  month deployment. 

Apr i l  e igh teen th  through t h e  twent ie th  w a s  the f i r s t  o f  t w o  
Endurexes i n  which 52 hours of  continuous f l i g h t  opera t ions  
occurred. 

While p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Exercise  "Dawn P a t r o l " ,  from 15 t o  
1 6  Apr i l ,  the DIAMONDBACKS flew CAP missions and A I C  i n  sup- 
p o r t  of CAG SEVEN t r a i n i n g  s t r i k e s  i n t o  Turkey. During this 
e x e r c i s e ,  Lieutenants '  Dennis O'MALLEY and Brian HURST were 
l o s t  i n  a n i g h t  carrier landing  acc ident .  

On June 16,  the squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Miss i lex  i n  
which t h r e e  AIM-7 Sparrow ~ s s i l e s  w e r e  f i r e d .  This w a s  followed 
by another  Endurex which l a s t e d  from the nine teenth  t o  t h e  
t w e n t y - f i r s t  o f  June. 

Nat ional  Week X X I I I ,  16 - 22  August, followed a war-at-sea 
scenar io  w i t h  t h e  DIAMONDBACKS providing long range CAP and 
close a i r  st lpport  f o r  t h e  S ix th  F l e e t  and Task Force Six ty .  

Three squadron a i r c r a f t  and approximately 30 personnel 
a r r i v e d  from s t a t e s i d e  on the n i n t h  of  September following a 
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success fu l  swing wing evolut ion .  

The squadron was a p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  "Display Determination" 
September twenty-second through the  twenty-ninth. The DIA- 
MONDBACKS provided CAP s e rv i ce  f o r  the  c a r r i e r  t a sk  group and 
convoy from t h e  S t r a i t s  of G ib ra l t a r  t o  t he  ea s t e rn  Mediter- 
ranean where the  a i r  wing aboard USS SARATOGA took over  e s c o r t  
du t i e s .  

The USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) was r e l i eved  by the  USS 
AMERICA (CV-66) i n  Rota, Spain on the  n in th  of October and be- 
gan t he  t r a n s l a n t  t he  following day a r r i v i n g  a t  P i e r  12 i n  
Norfolk on 21 October. 

On Five November, t he  DIAMONDBACKS s e n t  two crews t o  t h e  
Naval F igh te r  Weapons School, NAS Miramar, San Diego, Cali-  
forn ia .  The crews were Lieutenants '  Russe l l  F. P ~ P E R T ,  USN, - 

/1315, William K. FOSTER, USN, /1320, 
Gerald C. ~ R N E R ,  USN, /1310, and Lieutenant (jun- 
i o r  grade) Laurence W. NEAL, USN, - -- llli J1320. Both 
crews gained a high degree of t r a i n i n g  i n  a i r  combat maneuver- 
ing ,  e l e c t r o n i c  counter  measures, weapons delivery,  and cul-  
minated t h e i r  deployment t o  TOPGUN with a Sparrow miss i l e  
shoot.  

The squadron was again involved i n  a h ighly  successfu l  
m i s s i l e  shoot  on 13  December. Two Sidewinders and one Sparrow 
w e r e  expended, a l l  of  which guided successfu l ly .  

The DIAMONDBACKS ended t he  year  with a t h r ee  day ACM evolu- 
t i o n  f i g h t i n g  the  F-15 Eagles of the  Twenty-seventh Tactical 
Figh t e r  Squadron from Langley A i r  Force Base. 
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