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FIGHTER SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED TWO 
COMMAND HISTORY 1975 

1. Command Organization: CDR P. W. PARCELLS , USN, li/ . - 
1k 

assumed command of Fighter  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO on 8 November 1973. 
CDR PARCELLS was re l ieved by CDR L . F. NORTON, USN, WT --- 
i n  ceremonies held a t  Naval A i r  S ta t ion  Oceana, Virginia  on 19 February 
1975. CDR NORTON became the  n ineteenth  Commanding Off icer  of VF-102. 

2. Summary of Operations: 

a .  USS INDEPENDENCE, with Fighter  Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO embarked, 
w a s  re l ieved by USS AMERICA a t  Rota, Spain, on 6 January. Leaving Rota 
t h e  same day, t h e  s i x  month deployment ended when USS INDEPENDENCE t i e d  
up a t  P ie r  Welve  i n  Norfolk on 19 January. 

b. From 20 January t o  5 March t h e  squadron conducted shore based 
opera t ions  and t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Oceana, Virginia. Embarked once more i n  
USS INDEPENDENCE, VF-102 par t i c ipa ted  i n  OPERATION LANTREDEX 2-75 from 
6 March t o  23 March conducting operat ions i n  t h e  Caribbean, including a 
missile f i r i n g  exerc i se  near Puerto Rico. 

c. Between 20 Apri l  and 25 May, Lieutenants Gregory MORGAN and Simeon 
AUSTIN par t i c ipa ted  i n  TOPGUN t r a i n i n g  a t  NAS Miramar, Cal i fornia ,  
including d i s s i m i l a r  a i r  combat maneuvering, e l ec t ron ic  warfare, a h ighly  
successful  missile shoot and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a simulated Alpha St r ike .  

d. On 8 May the  squadron pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t r a in ing  operat ions a t  
NAS Fallon, Nevada. A s  a u n i t  of Carr ier  A i r  Wing SEVEN, VF-102 
conducted dayjnight  bombing, extensive a i r  combat maneuvering missions 
and e l e c t r o n i c  counter measures missions u t i l i z i n g  t h e  EA-6B of VAQ-132 
and Fal lon 's  ECM range. The squadron returned t o  NAS Oceana on 25 May. 

e. From 8 August t o  19 August VF-102 conducted f i e l d  c a r r i e r  land- 
i n g  p r a c t i c e  i n  prepara t ion f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and Refresher 
Training aboard USS INDEPENDENCE. Type Training I began on 20 August, 
ending 16 September a t  Mayport, Florida.  Type Training I1 and t h e  
Operat ional  Readiness Evaluation were conducted from 20 September t o  
3 October. 

f .  The Preparat ion f o r  Overseas Movement was from 3 October t o  
15  October. On 15  October t h e  squadron deployed aboard USS INDEPENDENCE, 
which re l ieved USS AMERICA a t  Rota, Spain on 25 October. This was 
followed by opera t ions  i n  t h e  North At lan t i c  including a French PASSEX 
on 3 November. Operation Magic Sword on 5 November included a i r - to-a i r  
r e f u e l i n g  with B r i t i s h  Victor Tankers, and culminated on 10 November 
wi th  Operation Ocean S a f a r i ,  a combined NATO exerc ise  with over s ix ty-  
f i v e  a l l i e d  s h i p s  pa r t i c ipa t ing .  During t h i s  period VF-102 conducted 
crossdeck opera t ions  with HMS ARK ROYAL and won t h e  CVW-7 Golden Tailhook 
f o r  t h e  bes t  landing grades during t h i s  operat ing period. 

g. The squadron's f i r s t  port-of-cal l  was Portsmouth, England, from 
22 November t o  28 November. On 29 November USS INDEPENDENCE proceeded t o  
t h e  Mediterranean, where operat ions conducted u n t i l  14 December included 
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a m i s s i l e  f i r i n g  exerc ise  a t  t h e  NAMFI range near Crete on 11 December. 
A por t  v i s i t  t o  Catania, I t a l y  extended from 14 December t o  1 8  December. 

h. Following a four  day operat ing period USS INDEPENDENCE anchored 
a t  Naples, I t a l y  on 22 December and remained the re  throughout t h e  rest 
of the  year. 

3. Special  Topics: 

a .  S t a t i s t i c s :  

1975 F l igh t  Hours: JAN 31.5 
FEB 116.5 
MAR 339.5 
APR 306.3 
MAY 382.6 
JUN 212.7 

Total  1975 Fl ight  Time 
Tota l  1975 Embarked F l igh t  Time 
Total  1975 Embarked S o r t i e s  
Total  1975 Day Car r i e r  Landings 
Type Ai rc ra f t  Assigned 
Number of Ai rc ra f t  Assigned 

1975 Mediterranean Deployment Data: 

MONTH OPERATING DAYS HOURSISORTIES 

JAN 4 
OCT 6 
NOV 12 
DEC 14 

JUL 260.3 
AUG 244.0 
SEP 490.7 
OCT 138.1 
NOV 202.1 
DEC 354.7 

DAYINIGHT CARRIER 
ARRESTED LANDINGS 
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