From:
To:

Subj:
Ref:

Encl:

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

FIGHTER SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED TWO
FLEET POST OFFiCE
NEW YORK O09BO1

VF-102:16:KGG:gvd
5750

Ser: 111
2 5 MAR 1970

Public Affairs Officer, Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO
Director of Naval History (OP-09B9)

Squadron History; submission of
(a) OPNAV INST 5750,1

(1) Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWO Squadron History 1 JAN 69 - 1 JAN 70
(2) Biography and Photograph of Commanding Officer

(3) Precedence List

(4) Enlisted Roster

(5) Dependent's Handbook

l. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (5) are hereby
Submitted. - '

By direction




1 JAN 69
3 Jan &

2 AR 69

15 AR 69
28 APR 69

1 MY &

13 MY 69
17 MAY 69
19 MAY 69

23 MUY &
27 MAY 69
29 KAY 69
2h JUN 69
1 WL &
7 JUL 69

16 JUL 69
13 AG &9

27 A% 69
280 6

PART I
Mghter ONE HUNDRED THO btased ashore
at NAS Ocesna, CDR Frederick G. FELLOVES, Jr.,
Commanding.

CORt Johm B. FIORANCE and Reday Officer
LTJC Michasl N. JOBLIK loat their lives im an

airplane crash off the Virgimia Capes,

nrmttuuemw.br!qﬂut
Florida for an alr defouse ocomnitimen )

W-102 changed from CAG-6 to CAG-7,

Departed Noxfolk, Virgisia, for Guastanamo
Bay, Caba,

Arrived Guantamanc, Cuba for Fleet Traising
Exercise,

Departed Guantamemo, Cala.
Axrived Noatego Bay, Jamaica.

Departed Noatego Bay, Jamaioa for Atlantic
Fleet Weapous Range.

On station off the Atlastic Flest Wespons
Raage. ‘

Departed Atlantic Fleet Veapsns Range for
Borfolk, Virgiaia.

Arrived Nexfolk, Vluhtn.

CDR Patrick P, RARSHA, Jr,, USH, relieved CDR
Frederick G, FELIOVES, Jr., USN, as Commmnding
Officer of Fighter Squadvon ONE HUNDEED TVO.
Celebrated 14th Birthiay of WF-102,

Departed Nerfolk, Virgisla for Operationmal
Readiness Inspection.

Arrived Boxfolk, Virgisia.

Alreraft ank qrewa deperted for Key West, Florids
Zox a defenss commitaeat.

Departed Norfolk, Virgisia.

LT ¥1llian NIDINCER and Radar Intercept Officer
ITJC Texxell R, YOUNC wexe killed on take-off
from NCAB Cherry Poimt.




9 SEP 69
23 SRP 69
2 SKP 69
8 ocr 69
28 piC &9

Departed CONUS to particigate in NATO oxmise.
Arrived Fortamouth, Bngland,

Departed Fortameuth, England,

Arrived Norfolk, Virginia,

Mremft and creus departed for Key Vest,
Florida, for air defemse commitammt.




PART II

During the month of Jamary, under the leadership of CDR Frederick G.
FELLOWES, Jr., following a deployment to Southeast Asia} the squadron regrouped
its officers and men. The pesce and security snjoyed at Oceana was abruptly
ended on the 3lst of Jamary when the Executive Officer, CDR John E. FLORANCE
and His Radar Intercept Offieer, LTJG Michasl M, JOSLIN, met a tragic end
while on & routine air combat maneuvering flight off the Virginia Capes. The
Joyous beginning of the New Year had tragically changed into a somber one.

In the following months, flight operations were keyed on intercepts and
air combat maneuvering. During this psriod, new pilots and RIO's were taught
fleet tastics, while the veterans sharpened old skills,

Spring came early to some, when the squadronant aireraft and crews to
Key West, Florida, on 2 Mareh, This air defense commitment gave the erews and
meintenance support personnel s welgome relief from the wind-whipped air of
Virginia, At the same time, the maintenance erews at Oceana were busying
themselves repainting squadron aireraft with the FAlfa Gulf" designation 2
of CAG=7 and removing the "Alfa Echo" of CAG-é. The change of CAG's on o
15 March also meant a changs in ships, The squadrom moved from the
USS AMERICA (CVA=66), the ship which carried the Dismondbacks around the
world, to the USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62),

On 28 April, VF-102 deployed to Guantanamo Bay, Ouba. This was the
squadronts first meeting with the INDY. Thres days later the ship arrived
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st Gitmo for Flight Treining Exergises, Whils operating out of Gitmo,
intercepts, conventional weapens, snd day/night earrier qualifications were
stressed, The intercept training would prove invaluable in the upsoming
missile shoot, Following the refresher training, the ship departed

Gitmo on 13 May for Montego Bay, Jamaies. While the ship steamed toward
Montego Bay, five aireraft detaghed to Roosevelt M; Puerto Riso, for
the AIM 7 and AIM § missile shoot., Early on 19 May, CVA62 departed Montego
Bay for the Atlantisc Fleet Weapons Range. The five aireraft participeting
in the missile shoot joined the ship enroute, At the Weapons Range, the
Deadly Diamondbacks participated for four days in "Operstion Exotis Daneer",
a joint service operation. On 27 May, mission complete, CVA-62 departed .
the operating area for Norfolk and home base -~ NAS Ogeans, arriving in
port on 29 May,

aboard the INDEPENDENCE for new pllots, and a change of commnd were the
svents of note, Commander Patrisk P, MARSHA, Jr., relieved Commander
Frederick G, FELLOWES, Jr., as conmanding officer of rmmsm
ONE HUNDRED TWO at Naval Air Statiom Osesana, on 2 Jume 1969, CDR MARSHA
thus bedame the fourteenth "skipper" of the Diamondbeeks, With his new
position, CDR MARSHA brought six years of F-4B/J experisnee.

The Diamondbacks celebrated their fourteenth birthday on 1 July with
a ceremonyy in Hangar 500, launching into its fiftesnth year of servise
to the fleet, the squadron went aboard the INDEPENDENCE on 7 July for the
firet tine under their new skipper, The ship Joulpayed down to Mlerida
for an Operational Readiness Inspection, After the Diamondbaeks mede thelir
expeocted impressive showing, sttaining the top grede in the air-wing, the
ship and CAG returned to Norfolk and Oseana, respectively on 16 July.
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Fighting 102 was again called upon, on 13 August, to send airoreft
and personnel to Key West, Florida, for sn air defense commitment. Once
again the Diamondbeck tesm was divided, While a portion of the squadron
was operating at Key West, the remainder of the Diamondbacks went aboard
the INDEFENDENCE on 27 August to participate in NATO exercises off the
Virginia Capes, under the watchfyl eye of President Richard Nixon. On
the afterncon of 2 September, tragedy sgain struck VP-102, The squadron
received word that LT William BEDINGER and his Radar Intereept Officer,
LTJG Terrell R, JOUNG, had fataly crashed on takeoff from NCAS Cherry
Point, North Carolina, Mindful that inactivity stimulates thought, the
NATO deployment was very timely, requiring a maximm effort from all‘
hands, leaving little time for idle thoughts.

The INDY departed CONUS on 9 September for the North Atlantie to
eomplete the NATO exsrcise.

While in the North Atlantic, VP-102 participated in "Operstion
Pesscskeeper”, a joint exsroise with other HATO powers, At the complstion
of "Operation Peacekesper®, the ship arrived in Portsmouth, England, on
23 September for six days of well-desexrved liberty. As dawn broke on
30 September, CVA-62 and the Diamondbacks departed the friendly shores
of Great Britain and arrived home on Octobsr Sth,

The months to follow were devoted to Air Combat Mpneuvering. This
was the bulk of flight mﬁﬁﬁﬁ%mﬂi&of;bﬁdm&u
qualifieation period aboard the USS AMERICA, The carrier qualiffeation
pevhdmﬁdadulpwpou: qualifying new pilots and RIO's, and
aiding the training of AMERICA's new flight deck crews. For the old-
timers in the squadron, returning to the AMERICA was a returmn to memories
of past cruises.
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The year exled wi.th the Diamondbacks sending aircraft, crews and
o ’
maintenance sutport sorgnnns’ o ey dest, florida, on 28 December,
This was owne Loird airs A commitment of the year,
The Crers: ione levartmedt closed their log books for the year, after
Faving flowm 7,704 o pites Ior o Lotal of 2,787 hours and 1,072 arrested
laviincs,
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