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Fighter Souadrcn ONE HUNDRED TWO Scuadron History
1 January 1968 - 1 January 1969

PART I
VF-102 was in the process of transitioning to the McDonnell
F~4J Phantom II and preparing for the forthcoming deployment

to Southeast Asia,

Conventional weapons deployment to Caribbean Sea aboard USS
AMERICA.

Completed deployment and returned to NAS Oceana,

ADMAT inspection completed, VF-102 received grade of "High
Excellent,"

Deployed aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-66) to Caribbean Sea,
Completed deployment and returned to NAS Oceana.
Departed for Southeast Asia aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-66).
Arrived NAS Cubi Point, Philippine Islands,

Departed NAS Cubi Point, Philippine Islands.

Commenced combat flight operations for first line period on
Yankee Station,

Commanding Officer, CDR W. E. WILBER and LTJG B. F. RUBINSKI
missing in action over North Vietnam, '

CDR F. G. FELLOWES, Jr., USN, assumed command of scuadrom,

IT. C. C. PARISH and LT. R, S. FANT missing in action over North
Vietnam.

Terminated combat flight operations after fourth line period on
Yankee Station.

Departed NAS Cubi Point, Philippine Islands,
Arrived Sydney, Australia.

Departed Sydney, Australia,

Arrived Wellington, New Zealand

Departed Wellington, New Zealand.
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4 Dec 68 Arrived Rio de Janerio, Brazil
7 Dec 68 Departed Rio de Janerio, Brazil

16 Dec 68 Arrived Norfolk, Virginia ¥nd disembarked from USS AMERICA (CVA-66).
Returned to NAS Oceana, Virginia., Commenced standdown period.

PART II

On 1 January 1968 the VF-102 "Diamondbacks" were preparing for their
training depioyment to The Atlantic Fleet Weapons Range, Puerto Rico,
aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-~66). Tréhsitioning to the new F-4J, with its
changes in airframe and engines and particulérly its sophisticated
weapons system, had begun on 3 chober 1967 with the arrival of the first
aircraft, During the next few months tﬁe aircrews and maintenance personnel
familiarized thémselves with the airCrafF as they prepared for the coming
deployment to Southeast Asia, -

VF-102 deployed to the Atlantic Fleéf Weapons Range on 26 January 1968
aboard USS AMERICA (CVA«66) to polish the aircrews! conventional weapons
delivery technicuess The deployment placed primary emphasis on day/night
airAtoéground conventional weapons £faining: The aircrews expended practice
bombs, high explosive bombs, napalm, illuminating flares, ard air~to—groﬁnd
rockets: The souadron returned to NAS Oceané on 52 februéry 1968 and
commenced prepératidné for tﬂe ADMAT inspection which was conducted 27«29
February 1968. The "Diamondbacks" received a 92,56 High Excellent overall
grades,

Immediately following the ADMAT inspection the scuadron deployed aboard
USS AMERICA to practice carrier operations énd conventional weapons
technicues at the Atlantic Fleét Weapons Range, Upon return to NAS Oceana
on 23 March 1968; the squadron began accepting 13 new F«4J aireraft eouipped

with ECM geaf and the AWG-10 weapons system. Modifieetions to the hydraulic




systems and the engines of all.new alrcraft was 1n1t1ated By the first

of Aprll 1968 the "Diamondbacks" were eculpped w1th a complement of 13 new
F-4J aircraft in various stages of modlflcatlon and all fully outfitted for
combat in Southeast Asia.‘ The modification program was completed 9 April 1948.

on 10 April 1968 the "Diamondbacks" embarked in USS AMERICA and proceeded

to the Caribbean Sea fof an Operational Readiness Inspection. Strike

tactics and ECM procedutes were the final staée in 4 long and arduocus

period of preﬁafafion for combat in Southeast.Asia; The next stop was

Rio de Janerio, Brazil;.whefe the "Red Tails" of Carrier Air Wing SIX

participated in an air show and enjoyéd a few days of relékation and

recreation, The long journey to Subic Bayé Philippines via the Cape of

Good Hope ended as USS AMERICA steamed into Subic Bay on 21 May 1968.

Departing for Yankee Station on 24 May 1968, the souadron pérticipated in

operation "Newboy" and utilized the Mark-h gun pods The gun pod proved to

be a ouite reliable and accurate weapon.

‘Combat operations on Yankee Station commenced 31 May 1968:. The mission
of Carrier Air Wing SIX was to meimtain air éuperidrity'and interdiet
traffic in North Vietnam south of the 19th pérallel. VF~102 and her-sister
scuadron, VF-33, were assigned the missions of BARCAP, MIGCAP; TARCAP, Photo
Escort, Attack, end Armeq Reconnaissance; The wéapons configurétidh for the
Combat Air Patrol and Photo Escort missions was two Sidewinder missiles and
three Sparrow III ﬁissiles. The Attéck and Armed Recohnéissanéé sbrties
utilized the same m1551le conflguration w1th the addltlon of six 500 pound
Mark-82 bombs or four 1000 pound Mark—83 bolibs ; Occa31onally 5 inch Zuni
rockets and Cluster Bomblets were employed; with illuminatihg flares
generally carried on all night missions. Thé AWG—10 proved to be a very
reliable weapons system and the F-4J proved to be4én efféctive bombing

platform. The "Diamondbacks" flew 510 sorties for a total of 892 flight
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hours and expended 586,54, pounds of ordnance from 31 May 1968 to 27 June 1968,

The men of Fighter Souadron 102 were struck hard by the realities of
combat on 16 June l9éé vwhen their skipper, Commander W. E. WILBER and his
Radar Intercept Officer, Lieutenant (junior grade) B. F. RUPINSKI were lost
in a MIG encounter southwest of Vinh Son, North Vietnam. Commander WILBER
is carried as a prisoner of war and Lieutenant (junior grade) RUPINSKI is
missing in action. On 21 June 1968 Commander F. G. FELLOWES, Jr., USN,
who had been acting commanding officer since 16 June 1968, assumed command
of the sqﬁadron;

VF-102 departed Yankee Station 28 June 1968 for a period of rest
and relaxatioﬁ at Subic Bay; Philippines., OSeveral aircraft were flown ashore
to NAS Cubi Point and on 2 July 1968 and 5 July 1968 the scuadron participated
in AIM-7E missile shoots,

The missions and tactics remained basically the same for the second
combat line period and flight operations commenced 7 July 1968. From 7 July
to 2 August 1968 the "Diamondbacks" flew 525 sorties for a total of 935
flight hours and expended 685,998 pounds of ordnance, |

‘Lieutenant C. C. PARISH and his Radar Intercept Officer, Lieutenant
R. S. FANT were downed by enemy anti-aircraft artillery fire 25 July 1968
while on a bombing migsion three miles north of Vinh, North Vietnam and
are missing in action.

Flight operations were terminated 2 August and the USS AMERICA steamed
for Subic Bay, Philippines.- On 3 August 1968 the "Diamondbacks" again
participated in an AIM-7E missile shoo£ off the coast of the Philippine
Islands. All of VF-102!s aircraft were flown ashore and underwent Airframe
Change 430, USS AMFRICA departed Subic Bay 8 August 1968 for Hong Kong, and

the "Diamondback'" aircrews flew aboard the ship while enroute.
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With an average temperatui‘c of 88 de’grées and what seemed to be greater
than 100% relative huinidity, the "Red Tails" returned to Yankee Station 18
August 1%& for their third line pericd in Southeast Asia, The souvadren
flew 430 sorties for a total of 764 flight heurs from 19 August 1968 te 11
Sephenisr 988, sEpendiEg @ $otal Of 589,999 4 ipmncs ¥
Oenbat Jsessea. ‘On 13 September 1968, while ensowte %0 Tokommks, Jupen,

rumeTeus members of Pighting 102's ajrerews received eir combat decorations
iral L. ¥, SWAROON, GOMOARDIV TWO. 4t the persentm

L inspeebion

QfTicer, USS

AMERTCA (CYA~G6) sormented Hhet We had mever seeh 2 finer lugking sousdron

sham VP-102 in all hie gears dn the Nevy., The sowadron partdepeted in fte

fourkth ADMTE missile sheok op 1k Septenber 3568 while emm%@ te Japany
Afbew  periad of melaxabion, the Zowsth and fimal liwe peried began

28 Beptember 1968, Fiyipg over sixty percemt of their missiens st night,

g 72 siporatt amassed & fobal of 1289 £3

preceeddng this cepemeny, Commander M. E. MALAN, Ewecutive

xpended 801,241 pounds of crdnanee from 28 Beptenber
piing their supersenic “Fhantems" in the air es evidenced ‘t?w N
cvine 45" whieh flew 59 censegutive mainterance free heps,
The banie mission of Yanrier Afr Wing 8T
of imter&ictden agafimst veads, bridges, tmucks, snd hev
flow of wen and zaterials Yo South Viebnam, |
w-w; took great pride in the
Toward the end of the Iine peried several "Diame
lavunched from USE AMERICA a% the maximum catapult welght of 56,000 pounds.
Thelr payload eansisted of 2 Sparrow III missiles, 2 Sidewinder missiles,

. The maintemance persennel dig an exgepiional

role they wene playing in $ha

dbaek® aireraft were

L Zwnl rocket pods, 6 Mark~82 300 pound hosds, and full semterline fuel tank,




This armament configurat;on proved to be very effective on missions of an
attack nature, | |

Needless £o say, operations in the combat zone were a taxing experience
for all personnel; yet, it was also very rewarding, Rear Admiral L, V,
SWANSON, COMCARDIV TWC, presented Carrier &ir Wiﬁg SIX's "Silver Tailhook"
award to Commander F. G. FELLOWES, Jr. and the aircrews of VF-102 at the
conclusion of the fourth line period.’ The "Silver Tailheok" had previously
been & rotating award pfesented eaeh line period to the scuadron which had
shown the greatest proficiency in the carrier's landing pattern. Since
VF-102 had wen the award for all feur line perieds, the "Silver Tailhook!
was permanently pwesented to the "Diamondbaeks'™, .

The USS AMERICA (CVA-66) departed the eombat zone for the last time
on 30 Octoher 1968 enroute to Subic Bay, Philippines,‘the first stop on the
continuation of her around the world eruise., Departirg Subic Bay on 3
November 1968, USS AMERICA set sail for her ﬁexthort of ecall, Sydney,
Aﬁstralia. buring the nine day transit, all hands enjoyed afrlight deck
cook-out and day of holiday reutine.' The exceptienal hospitality and
friendliness of the people efy&j@ney,‘Australia wag enjoyed and appreeiated
by all, | | ' |

On 16 November 1968 USS AMERICA steaméé from Sydney Harbor, arriving
at Wellington, New Zealand 18 November 1968, Another fine welcome was
extended by eur friends "down under." %he ne#t leg of the homeward journey
was fourteen days.in duration and tooﬁ the scuadron to Rio de Janerio, Brazil
via Cape Horn, completing an around the world cruise, The sunny beaches
and beautiful sights of Rio were left behiﬁa on‘the morning of 7 November
1968; Norfolk, Virginia and home were but eight days away., Qn 16 December

1968 USS AMERICA (CVA-66) steamed into Norfolk, Virginia and the "Diamondbacks"




were home from their first combat tour. The socuadron disembarked from
USS AMERICA 16 December 1968 and moved back to NAS Oceana, Virginia Beach,
Virginia. 1 January 1969 found the personnel of the Fighting Diamondbacks
enjoying a maximum holiday leave period and the Christmas holidays with
their families,
PART III

Lessons learned, conclusions, recommendations, and operations summaries
for 1968 have been compiled and are contained in Carrier Air Wing SIX
Cruise Report, 1968 —- Classification SECRET. Inocviries mey be directed to

the following address:

Commanding Officer
Carrier Air Wing SIX
Fleet Post Office

New York, New York 09501

Enclosures:
(1) Biography of Commanding Officer, Fighter Scuadron ONE HUNDRED TWO

(2) Fighter Scuadron ONE HUNDRED TWO Officer Precedence List
(3) Fighter Scuadron ONE HUNDRED TWO Enlisted Roster




