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Fighter  Souadron OhE HUfU'DRED TWO Souadron History 
1 January 1968 - 1 January 1969 

PART I 

1 Jan 68 VF-102 was i n  t he  process of t r an s i t i on ing  t o  the  McDomell 
P-l+J Phantom 11 and preparing f o r  t he  forthcoming deployment 
t o  Southeast Asia. 

26 Jan 68 Conventional weapons deployment t o  Caribbean Sea aboard USS 
AMERICA. 

12 F.eb 68 Completed deployment and returned t o  NAS Oceana. 

27 Feb 68 ADPUT inspect ion completed. VF-102 received grade of "High 
Excellent , 

6 Mar 68 Deployed aboard USS AYERICA (CVA-66) t o  Ca,r%bbea,n Sea. 

23 Mar 68 Completed deployment and returned t o  NAS Oceana. 

19 Apr 68 Departed f o r  Southeast Asia aboard L5S AMERICA (CVA-66). 

21 May 68 Arrived NAS Cubi Point,  Phil ippine Islands,  

24 hay 68 Departed NAS Cubi Point,  Phil ippine Islands. 

31 May 68 Commenced combat f l i g h t  operations for f i r s t  l i n e  period on 
Yankee S t a t  ion, 

16 Jun 68 Comnarading Officer ,  CDR Y. El bJIIBER and LTJG B. F. RUBINSKI 
missing i n  ac t ion  over North Vietnam, 

21 J h  68 CDR F. G. FELLOWS, J r , ,  USN, assumed command of souadron. 

25 J u l  68 LT. C .  C .  PARISH and LT. R .  S. FAN' missing i n  ac t ion  over North 
Vietnam. 

29 Oct 68 Terminated combat f l i g h t  operations a f t e r  four th  l i n e  period on 
Yankee Stat ion.  

3 Nov 68 Departed NAS Cubi Point,  Phil ippine Islands.  

12 Nov 68 Arrived Sydney, Austral ia.  

16 Nov 68 Departed Sydney, Australia. 

18 Nov 68 Arrived Wellington, New Zealand 

20 Nov 68 Departed Wellington, New Zealand, 



4 Dec 68 Arrived Rio de Janerio, Brazi l  

7 Dec 68 Departed Rio de Janerio, Brazi l  

16 Dec 68 Arrived Norfolk, Virginia tnd disembarked from USS AMERICA (CVA-66). 
Returned t o  NAS Oceana, Virginia. Commenced standdown period. 

PART I1 

On 1 January 1968 t he  VF-102 nDiamondbackslt were p r e p r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  

t r a in ing  deployment t o  The At lant ic  Fleet  Weapons Range, Puerto Rico, 

aboard U3S AMERICA (CVA-66). ~ r 2 n s i t i o n i n ~  t o  the  new F-4J, with i t s  

changes i n  airframe and engines and par t i cu la r ly  i t s  sophist icated 

weapons system, had begun on 3 October 1967 with t h e  a r r i v a l  of t he  f i r s t  

2 i rc ra f t .  During t he  next few months the  aircrews and maintenance personnel 

familiarized themselves with t h e  a i r c r a f t  a s  they prepared fo r  t he  coming 

deployment t o  Southeast Asia r 

VF-102 deployed t o  t he  A t k n t i c  Fleet  Weapons Range on 26 January 1968 

aboard USS AMERICA (CVA-66) t o  pol ish  t he  aircrews' conventional weapons 

delivery technicues , The deployment placed primary emphasis on dayfnight 

air-to-grouni conventional weapons t ra in ing .  The aircrews expended pract ice  

bombs, high explosive bombs, nap2.lm, i l luminating f l a r e s ,  ard air-to-ground 

rockets* The sauadron returned t o  NAS Oceana on 12 February 1968 and 

commenced p r e p r a t  ions f o r  t h e  ADMAT inspection which was conducted 27429 

February 1968r The 'tDiamondbacks'l received a 92.56 High Excellent overal l  

grade, 

Imed ia t e ly  following t h e  ADMAT inspection t he  scuadron deployed aboard 

USS AMEaICA t o  p rac t ice  ca r r i e r  operations and conventional weapons 

techniques a t  t he  At lant ic  Fleet  Weapons Range* Upon re tu rn  t o  NAS Oceana 

on 23 March 1968, t h e  squadron began accepting 13 new F-W a i r c r a f t  ecruipped 

with ECM gear and t he  A W G I O  weapons system. ModifTchtionB $0 the WrauEc 



systems and t h e  engines of a l l  new a i r c r a f t  was i n i t i a t ed .  By the  f i r s t  

of April  1968 t h e  I1Diamondbackstf were ecuipped with a complement of 13 new 

F-4J a i r c r a f t  i n  various s tages  of modification and a l l  f u l l y  ou t f i t t ed  f o r  

combat i n  Southeast Asia. The modification program was completed 9 April  1968. 

On 10 Apri l  1968 t h e  f~Diamondbacksl' embarked i n  USS AMERICA and proceeded 

t o  t h e  Caribbean Sea far an ~ ~ e r e t i o n a l  Readiness Inspection. S t r i ke  

t a c t i c s  and ECM procedGhes were t h e  f i n a l  s tage i n  & long and arduous 

period of preparation f o r  combat i n  Southeast Asia; The next s t op  was 

M o  de Janerio, Brazil,  where t h e  I1Red Ta i l sN of Carr ier  A i r  Wing SIX 

par t ic ipated i n  an a i r  show and enjoyed a few day8 of Telaxation and 

.ecreationr The long journey t o  Subic Bay, Phil ippines v i a  t he  Cape of 

Good Hope ended as USS AMERICA steamed i n t o  Subic Bay on 21 May 1968, 

Departing f o r  Yankee S ta t ion  on 24 May 1968, t he  scluadron par t ic ipated i n  

operation "Newboy" and uti l ized.  t h e  Mark-4 gun pod. The gun pod proved t d  

be a oui te  r e l i a b l e  and accurate weapon. 

Combat operations on Yankee Station commenced 31 May 1988, The mission 

of Carr ier  A i r  Wing SIX was t o  maintain a i r  ouperidri ty and i n t e r d i c t  

t r a f f i c  i n  North Vietmm south of t h e  19th pa ra l l e l .  VF-102 and her s i s t e r  

souadron, VF-33, were assigned t h e  missions of BAFLCAP, IIIGCAP, TARCAP, Photo 

Escort, Attack, 2nd Armed Reconnaissance. The weapons configuration f o r  t h e  

Combat A i r  Pa t ro l  and ~ h o t b  Escort missions was two Sidewinder miss i les  and 

th ree  Sparrow I11 missiles.  The Attack aska Armed Reconnaissance sorties 

u t i l i z e d  t h e  same miss i le  configuration with the addi t ion of six 500 pound 

Mark-82 bombs or  four 1000 pound Mark-83 b d b s ,  Occasionally 5 inch Zuni 

rockets and Cluster  Bomblets were employed, with i l luminating f l a r e s  

generally carr ied on a.11 night missions, The AWE10 proved t o  be a very 

r e l i a b l e  weapons system and t h e  F-4J proved t o  be an e f f ec t i ve  bombing 

platform, The nDiamondbacksH flew 510 s o r t i e s  f o r  a t o t a l  of 892 f l i g h t  



hours and expended 586,544 pounds of ordm-nce from 3 1 May 1968 t o  27 June 1968* 

The men of Smadron 102 were s t ruck hard by t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of 

combat on 16 June 1968 when t h e i r  skipper, Commander W. E. WILBER and h i s  

Radar Intercept  Officer,  Lieutenant ( junior grade) B. F. RUPINSKI were l o s t  

i n  a P'aG encounter southwest of Vinh Son, North Vietnam. Commander WILBER 

i s  car r ied  a s  a prisoner of war and Lieutenant ( jun ior  grade) RUPINSKI is 

missing i n  act ion.  On 21 June 1968 Comnde r  F. G. FELLOWES, Jr., USN, 

who had been ac t ing  commanding o f f i c e r  s ince  16 June 1968, assumed cormnand 

of t h e  souadron. 

VF-102 departed Yankee S t a t i on  28 June 1968 f o r  a. period of r e s t  

and re laxat ion a t  Subic Bay, Philippines, Several a i r c r a f t  were flown ashore 

t o  NAS Cubi Point and on 2 July  1968 end 5 July 1968 t h e  souadron par t ic ipated 

i n  AIM-'JE miss i l e  shoots. 

The missions and t a c t i c s  remined bas ica l ly  t h e  same f o r  t he  second 

combat l i n e  period and f l i g h t  operations commenced 7 July 1968. From 7 July 

t o  2 August 1968 t h e  llDiamondbackslt f lew 525 s o r t i e s  f o r  a t o t a l  of 935 

f l i g h t  hours and expended 685,998 pounds of ordnance. 

Lieutenant C. C. PARISH and h i s  Radar Intercept Officer,  Lieutenant 

R. S . FANT were downed by enew an t i - a i r c r a f t  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  25 July  1968 

while on a bombing mission th ree  miles north of Vinh, North Vietnam and 

a r e  missing i n  action.  

Fl ight  operations were terminated 2 August and t h e  USS M I C A  steamed 

f o r  Subic Bay, Phil ippines . , On 3 August 1968 t h e  14Diamondbacks11 again 

par t ic ipated i n  a n  AI3I-m miss i le  shoot off  t h e  coast  of t h e  Phil ippine 

Islands.  A l l  of VF-1024s a i r c r a f t  were flown ashore and underwent Airframe 

Change 430, USS AMIBICA departed Subic Bay 8 August 1968 for Hong Kong,. and 

t he  ltDiamondback" a i r  crews flew aboard t he  sh ip  t-ihile enroute. 



With an average temperature of 88 degrees and what seemed t o  be greater 

t h a ~  IOU$ rerlat$ve hbPmidity, the "Red Tails11 r&urneel t o  Yankee Station 18 

Atzg~st  1968 BEW +iBs%r thP~bd Une p e r f 4  in Southmat Asia, The! s ~ q f n b m  

f lew 430 sorties lor a t@b$ ef 74k P&i@ frm 19 August 3,968 $Q I 3  
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T h i s  armament configuration proved t o  be very effeot ive on missions of an 

a t t a ek  n a t u ~ e .  

Needless t o  say, operations i n  the  combat 'zone were a taxing experience 

f o r  a l l  personnel; ye t ,  It was a l s o  very rewarding, Rear Admiral L. V. 

SWANSON, C W A R D I V  TWO, weetented Carrier &&r W % q  SUEls "Silver Tailhoak" 

award t o  Comandt~r F . G. l?3LEOlJJ3S, J r  . and t h e  aircrew of VF-I02 a t  the 

conoltmion of t h e  f owth Line period. The "Silver SaP&mkll had previcqsly 

been e retaking award presented each l ine  p e r i d  %q t he  scuadmfl. whfoh had 

shown t h e  grwte& proficiency i n  t he  car~Aerfs hnd2ng patkern. Since 

VF-102 had wen tktt: award fo r  all, four l i n e  ps3mds, the  "SLLver Taiucroku 

waa permnently ~essented t o  the lrDi@mondbaeks't. 

The USS m C A  (cVA-66) departed $he @&at zone f o r  last time 

on 30 October $@&! ewoute t@ Subic Bay, FfiiEppLnes, the first stop on the 

continuation of her around t h e  world e r a s e ,  Departing Subic Bay on 3 

November 15~3, US8 Ak@RlCA set s a i l  for  he^ next port b-f gal>, Sydney, 

Australia. Luring t h e  nine day t r a n s i t ,  a31  hands enjqad ca, f$lght deck 

cook-out and day of holiday s s ~ t i m e ,  The mceptiml htxspieality md 

f r iendunees  of the people of d$&~ey, Australia was en&yed and apPpreciated 
'3 

by all, 

O n  i6 November 1468 U3S AM8WCA steamed f porn Sydney Harbor, a r ~ i v f  ng 

at  Well ingto~,  New Zealand 18 November 1968, Another fine welcome was 

ex tendd  by ' f r iends Wown undar,I1 The next leg of t h e  homeward journey 

was fourteen days i n  duration and took t h e  souadran $0 Rio de Janerio, Brazil 

via Cape Horn, completing an around the  worxd cruise,  The sunny beaches 

and beaut i ful  s igh ts  of Rio were l e f t  behind on the mornin8 of 7 November 

1968; Norfolk, Virginia and home were but eight days away. On 16 December 

1968 USS AMERICA (CVU-66) steamed i n t o  Norfolk,. Virginia and t h e  'lDiarn~ndbacks~~ 



were home from t h e i r  f i r s t  combat tour ,  The sauadron disembarked from 

USS AMERICA 16 December 1968 and moved back t o  NAS Oceana, Virginia Beach, 

Virginia. 1 January 1969 found t h e  personnel of t h e  Fighting Diamondbacks 

enjoying a maximum holiday leave period and t h e  Christmas holidays with 

t h e i r  f ami l i e s ,  

PART I11 

Lessons learned, conclusions, recommendations, and operat ions summaries 

f o r  1968 have been compiled and a r e  contained i n  Car r i e r  A i r  Wing SIX 

Cruise Report, 1968 -- Class i f i ca t ion  SECRET. Inou i r i e s  my be d i rec ted  t o  

t h e  following address: 

Commanding Off icer  
Carr ier  A i r  Wing S I X  
F l e e t  Post Office 
New York, New York 09501 

Enclosures : 
(1) Biokraphy of Commanding Officer ,  F ighter  Souadron ONE HUNDRED TWO 
(2) Figh te r  Souadron ONE HUNDRED TITO Off icer  Precedence L i s t  
( 3 )  Fighter  Squadron ONE HLVJDRED TWO Enl is ted  Roster 


