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DEPARTMENT (F THE NAVY
FLEET COMPOSITE SQUADRON SIX
Gaval Air Station
“orfolk, Virginia 23511

VC 6/Code 11
5300

Ser 95

3 March 1970

Fram: Commanding Officer, Fleet Composite Squadron SIX, ‘'aval Air Station,
Norfolk, Virginia 23511
To:  Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2)

Subj: Fleet Composite Squodron SIX Command History for Calendar Year 1969
(OF:IAV Report 5750.1)

Ref: (a) OUNAVINST 5750,12 series

Encl: (1) Biographies and Photographs of Communding Officer
(2) Cornosite Photo of_TargeE Drones )
{3 Complement of Officers, knlisted, Civilian and Flignht Personnel
4§ Deployment Summary
(5) Detachment Warren Grove Operations

(6) Detachment Dam eck Operations

(7) Stetistical Summary of Operations

(8) Material Quality Assurance lalfunctions

(9) ADMAT Inspection Grades of 1968

(10) Change of Command Phamphlet

(21) Copy of "Skeet Beat" Squacdron Paper

(12) Congratulatory Letters/Messages

1. In accordance with reference (a), the Fleet Composite Squadron SIX Command
History for Calendar Year 1969 is submitted herewith.

2. The outstanding events and highlights of 1969 are listed in the following
chronology:

6 January - Commenced the first of 25 operational shipboard deployments.,

13 January - Commenced the first operational deployment with SEPTAR MK-33
seaborne targets,

7 April - Coimenced the First continuous Mediteranean deployments with
turnover made concurrent with rotation of destroyer tenders,

15 April =~ Participated in FATO Firevower Demonstrations aboard USS
OWENS (DD 827),

18 May - Digplayed Squadron Targets at Oceana llaval Air Stetion in
conjunction with Armed Forces Day Air Show.
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Subj: Fleet Composite Squalron SIX Commend History for Calendar Year 1969
(OPHAV Report 5750.1)

30 May - Warren Grove Dgtachment (isplayed float in Armed Forces Day
Parade at Tuckerton, New Jersey.

5 June - First operational flight of the MQM~74A jet drone by VC 6
from FAAWIC Dsm -‘eck, Virginia,

9 July -~ Squadron Picnic

8 August ~ Change of Command

8 August ~ Owen Hpuse Display

18 September - Manpower Aythorization  Revision (13997) approved by CNO.

22 September - Visit by LCDR EMORY, Cormending Officer, Royal Navy Filotless
Target Aircraft Squadron.

29 October - Completed static tests of prototype SEPTAR handling davit
at Norfolk iaval Shipyeard.

12-13 tovember - Hosted Conference on support of Target Drone Boats
mainteined at Roosevelt Roads, Puerio Rico.

22 lovember - Deployed first SEPTAR equivpped detachment aboard destroyer
typd ships using prototype hancling davit,

3 December -~ Squadron Cwristmas Party.
10 December -~ Annual Inspection of RFS Publications.
17 December - Annuval Handicapped Children's Christmas Party.

3. The following narrative enlarges upon the evenﬂs listed in paregraph 2
above and discusses the command organization, operations and topies of special
interest,

a. Location/Command

(1) Fleet Composite Squacron SIX, located at .Taval Air Stationm, torfolk,
Virginie was commanded by CDR James K. GADDY, USN from 9 Auvgust 1968 to 8 August
1969; and by CDR Rancolph L. RHODES, USY from 8 August 1969 to present.
Baclosure (1) contains a bhiography and photograph of cach commending officer.
The command is uncer the operational and admini.strative control of Commander
Fleet Air Horfolk.

b. Mission

(1) The mission of FLECCHPRON SIX is ~that of providing aerial, land and
waterborne moving target services for surfacesto-surface, air-to-surfece and
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Subj: Fleet Composite Squadron SIX Commend History for Calecndar Year 1969
(OPNAV Report 5750.1)

surface-to-air gumery training in support of fleet training for units

of the U. S. Atlantic Fleet, These target services are provided through use of
unmanned, radio controlled target drones as shown in enclosure (2). During the
calendar year 1969, the squadron provided operational services with the MQM-36A
monoplane anc HM@~74A turbojet pilotless aerial target drones, FIREFISH and
SEFTAR sezborne target drones anc the Qi-56 mobile land target drone,

c. Composition
(1) Enclosure (3) enumerates the squadron complement of officer,
enlisted, civilian and flight personnel as of 31 December 1969, Included in

Enclosure (3) cre rosters of officer and enlisted personncl.

d. Detachuent Organization

(1) Pleet Composite Squadron SIX does not deploy as a unit, but
operates on a dctachment concept. During the year 1969, the squadron was
organized into @ parent commend, five deploying detachments and two non-deploy-
ing detachments permenently based ashore.

(2) Tne five deploying detachments are composed of one Officer-in-Charge,
and from nine to twelve enlisted men and are equipped with both aerial and
seaborne target drones, These detachments have the dual capability to provide
either waterborne or aerial target services. They deploy aboard ships and
provide services whenever and wherever requested. Detachments are trained and
provisioned to be self-supporting. During 1969, these detachments made 25 indivi-
dual deployments which renge from one day to six months in duration. Enclosure
(4) is a summary of 1969 deployments.

(3) Detachment Warren Grove is permanently located at Warren Grove
Gunnery Renge, New Jersey and consists of one officer and thirteen enlisted men,
This detachment onerates the QM-56 Land Mobile Target to provide services in
support of air-to-surface gunnery training for airecraft of the U. S. Atlantic
Fleet., Enclosure (5) is a sumary of opcrations conducted by the detachment
during 1969,

(4) Dctachment Dam Nceck is permancently loceted at Fleet Anti-Air

Warfare Treining Center, Dsm licck, Virginia an¢ consists of one officer and
twenty enlisted men, This detachment ovperates the MQM-36A, MQM-74A, FIREFISH
and SEPTAR target drones for the U, S, Atlantic Fleet Gunnery School. As an
additional mission, Detachment Dam Neck provides operational training for all
controllers enc maintenance personnel assigned to thc deploying detachments.
Enclosure (6) is a summary of operations conducted by the detachment during
1969,
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e Opcretional Statistics

(1) Enclosure (7) is a combined comprchensive statistical summary of
all MQN-364, 11QU~7LA, FIREFISH, SEPT/R and QM-56 operations conducted by the
squadron during 1969.

f. HMaterial Performance of Assigned Target Systems

(1) Enclosurc (8) is a sumary of materiel performence and target
malfunctions which occured curing 1969.

gs Maintenance Problems &nd New Egquimment

The following ciscussion is a resume of the suitability of new equipment and
of maintenance 7roblems encountercd during 1969.

(1) 1q-36a

The squadron hes continued flying the MQM-36A drone by obtaining
the U, S. Army modcl MQM-33 and replacing the Avionics System with resicual
MQM-364 asscts. The outlock for continued M@i~33 conversions is uncertain unless
action in initiated to procure additional spere parts.,

(2) MQi~74

The _highspecd MQM - 74 turbojet aerial tarzet drone was
first delivered in May with the first opcrations conducted in June. Although
the scheduled maintcnance requirements sre greater then those of the MQM-364,
the MQM-74 has demonstreated outstanding reliability and pcerformance., Ninety one
operational ilights of the MQM~74 were concucted in CY 69, Supply support has
been adequate to support the wresent operations., Future increased operations
will be cqually successful if the prsent level of support is maintained,

(3) SEPPAR Target Boet 1K=~33

The sgvadron began recceiving the new SEPTAR ITI in July. Mo signifi-
cant difficulties have been encountered since the incorporation of the reworked
control packages. The boat is powered by a 225 h.p. Chrysler gasoline engine
driven by a Chrysler outboard drive (VOLVO MOD 250~). Sparc parts for the boat
must be obtained through local marinas as the contractor has. not yet delivered
the required swere parts kits, Prescnt funds are insufficient to continue this
procedure,

(4) SEPTAR Hendling Davit

The prototype SEPTAR handling cavit was completed in carly November
and static tested at Norfolk Neval Shipyard, The prototype davit was required
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for a scheduled licditerrancan ceployment before operational testing could be
fully completed and charges made as required. Further testing is in progress.
Based on preliminary information, it is believed that a faster, powered winch
is required for satisfactory at-gsea operations. A confercnce is scheduled at
Torfolk Naval Shipyerd for 27 Februvary 1970 to resolve neccessary modificetions
and production plans, All sea-going detaciments arc expected to be equipped
with davits by July 1970.

h. Communicctions

Haval Air Station, Horfolk, Virginia servecs as communications guard for
this squadron, During 1969, 510 outgoing and 1737 incoming messages were
processcd by ilaval Air Station, Norfolk for the squadron., A limited amount of
RPS is maintained by the squadron which is designated a local holder under
cognizance of aval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia.

i. Personncl

The following is a rcsume concerning pcrsonnel manning level, advance-
ments, reenlistiments end legal matters:

(1) As of 31 December, the squadron hed on board 86.8% of officer
allowance and 100,4% of cenlisted allowance,

(2) The 1969 rcenlistment retc was 23% of the 65 eligible first cruisec
and carcer concidates, 5 first cruisc end 10 carcer reenlistments were effected.

(3) Promotions fram the Febriary/May/August/November Advancement Exams
were cffected on 57 of the 113 persomnel who participated in the exems. Promo-
ted werc 37 E-A's, 16 E-5's and 2 E-6's,

(4) Three Commending Officers lNon-Judicial Punishment cases were
conducted by the parent commend and two cases were conducted by detachment
0inC's during 1969, for an average of 4% cascs per month,

Jeo Comminityv Relations and Civie Aption

The highlights of the squafron's perticipation in community reletions
ané civiec action are listed as follows:

(1) Tne squacron had three all hands socials. The Annual Christmas
Party was held in December at the Fleet Recrcation Centcr, Norfolk.

(2) Ovpen House was held after the Change of Comend, for dependents
an¢ visitors. An additional Opcn House for wives of squadron enlisted personnel
was held in October.
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(3) The Annual Hendicapped Children's Party was held in December,
supported by the cxzeclusive efforts of the crew,

(4) The squadron published a ncwsletter periodically titled "Skeet
Beat" (Bnel 11). Support for squadron ncws items is provided by the Yaval Air
Station, Norfolk paper "Dope Sheet".

(5) Tne squadron cisnlayed target drones at the Oceena Naval Alr Station
for Armed Forces Day Air Spow and Open House,

(6) Warren Grove Detachment Cisplayed a float in the Armed Forces Day
Paradc at Tuckerton, New Jerscy.

L+ Projects and Plans for 1970

a, Plans for 1970 incluce complcte trensition to the new acrial end sca-
borne targcts.

b. Opcrational tests of & portable shipboard tracking system for the MQM-74A
are scheduled for March 1970. Development of this tracker will allow full
utilization of the MQM-T74A target.

¢, The SEPT/R MK-33 scabornc target exceded all cxpectations curing
SPRINGBOARD 70. Pcrcentage of successful opcrations was in excess of 93%.
Delivery of wroduction handling cdevits will allow full transition to this target
and allow phasc-out of FIREFISIH,

5, Congratuleiory licssages/Letters

During the year, letters or messages of commencation or appreciation were
reccived. These are included as cuclosure (12).




DATE

6 JAN-20 MAR
DET CHARLIE

10 JAN-30 MAR
DET ALFA

22 JAN-16FEB
DET DETTA

30 FAR-11 JUL
DET BRAVO

7 APR-28 AUG
_DET DELTA

7 APR-25 APR
DET ZCHO

3 MAY-31 MAY
DET AIFA

23 MAY-17 JUN

16 JUN-28 JUN
DET ALFA

23 Ju¥-2L JUN
DET CHARLIE

CONTROL SHIPS

UsS
Uss
USS
UsS

UsS

UsS
Uss
UsS
USs
UsS

Uss
USS
Uss
Uss

UssS

ELLISON
HOIST
PRESERVER

O'HARE

VOGE

FESCAFE
BROWNSON
MAUNA IOA
GEARING
OPPORTUNE

OWENS

MAC DONOUGH

PUTNAM
KEYWADIN

CORRY

ACCOKEEK

DEPLOYMENT SUMMARY (CY 69)

EXERCISE

MED TRANSIT
SPRINGBOARD

MED TRANSIT

¢ BUKFORIANT

MED CRUISE

FIREPOWER DEMO

MED TRANSIT

NA

NA

NA

LOCATION

ATIANTIC
MED

AFWR

ATTANTIC
MiD

ATLANTIC
ATLANTIC
MiD
VACAPES
ATIANTIC
MID

GTMO

VACAPES

VACAPES

TYPE SERVICES & UNITS SERVICED

MM

MOM
SEPTAR

MM

MM
FIREFISH

MQM
FIREFISH

MQM
FIREFISH

MM

SEPTAR

MQM

SEPTAR

10 SHIPS

39 SHIPS
17 AIRCPAFT

3 SHIPS

18 SHIPS
1 SHIP

19 SHIPS

47 AIRCRAFT
8 SHIPS

40 SHIPS
36 SHIPS

13 SHIPS

T SHIPS

5 SHIPS

11 SHIPS

Enclosure (4)




DATE |

3 JUL-16 JUL
DET ALFA

25 JUL-11 DEC
DET CHARLIE

28 JUL-30 NOV
DET ECHO

8 AUG-26 AUG
DET ALFA

29 SEP-3 OCT
DET ALFA

13 0CT-17 OCT
DET BRAVO

28 oCcT-29 OCT
DET DELTA

10 NOV-13 NOV
DET DELTA

12 NOV-19 NOV
DET BRAVO

12 NOV~18 NOV
DET FOXTROT

17 NOV-31 DEC
DET ALFA

CONTROL SHIPS

USS POWER

USS SARSFIELD

USS SWMNER

USS SELIERS

USS F. T. BERRY

USS O'HARE

USS BYRD

USS JOHN KING

USS CONYNGHAM

USS SALINAN

ICM 106

- USS YELLOWSTONE

EXERCISE

NA

UNITAS X

MED CRUISE
CARIB. CRUISE

NA

ASPB TEST

MED CRUISE

LOCATION

JAX

SO. AMERICA
ATLANTIC
MED

TARIB.
VACAPES
VACAPES
TACAPES
VACAPES

JAX

PANAMA CITY

ATLANTIC
MED

TYPE SERVICES & UNITS SERVICED

FIREFISH

MQM
FIREFISH

MQ!
FIREFISH

MQM
FIREFISH

MQM
FIREFISH
MQM
MQM
MQM

FIREFISH

SEPTAR

MQM
SEPTAR

6 SHIPS

43 SHIPS
11 SHIPS

24 SHIPS
7 AIRCRAFT

8 SHIPS
2 SHIPS
3 SHIPS

2 SHIPS

2 SHIPS

2 SHIPS

1 ASPB

Fnclosure (4)
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1.

3.

5.

DETACHMENT WARREN GROVE OPERATIONS
(QM~-56 LAND MOVING TARGET)

Type and number aircraft serviced
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DETACHMENT DAM NECK OPERATIONS (CY-69)

MQM=-36A MQM-TLA
LAUNCH ATTEMPTS 336 920
SATISFACTORY LAUNCHES 305 66
SUCCESSFUL FLIGHTS (SVCS COMPLETED) 250 6l
FOR GUNNERY FIRING 133 15
FOR GUNNERY TRACKING 313 80
FOR UNIT TRAINING (VC 6) 313 95
EXPENDITURES (OPERATIONAL REASONS) 2 16
EXPENDITURES HIT BY GUNFIRE [} @
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MOM 36A AERIAL TGT DRONE CY69

Launch Attempts
Sat Launches

Successful Flights
(Services Completed)

Operational Expenditures
Hit/Kill Expenditures
Total Expenditures

Flights Per Operational
Expenditure (Sat Launches )

Successful. Flights vner
Operational Expenditure

Percentage Sat. Launches
Percentage Successful Flighus

Nurber of Units Serviced

Dam Neck
336
305

250
4R
0

L2
7 . 3
6

91%
4%

FAANTC

}-.l

Deploying Dets Combined

199
154

119
38
5
43

4l

3.1
7%
60%
206

535
459

369
80
5
85

5.7

46
86%
69%

206

Enclosure (7)




MOM-74A AFPIAL TGT DROME CY-69

LAUNMCH ATTFMPTS
SAT LAMMNCEES

SUCCESSFUL FLIGPTS
(SERVICFS COMPLETED)

OPERATIONAL EXPFEMDITURES
VIT/KILL EXPEMDITURES
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

FLIGETS PER OPERATIOWAL
EXPEMDITURE (SAT LAUNCFES)

SUCCLESEFUL FLIGETS PER
OPFPRATIONAL EXPENDITURE

PER CENTAGE SAT LAUNCITS
PER CENTAGE SUCCESSFUL FLIGITS

WUMBER UNITS SERVICED

DAM NECK

op
66

64
16
#

16

4.1

L
73%
737

FAARTC
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FIREFISH/SEPTAR SURFACE TGT DRONE CY69

Dam Neck Deploying Det  Combined

Launch Attempts 35 68 103

Sat. Launch Attempts o 35 48 83
Sorties provided for Ships 12 34 46
Sorties provided for Acft 23 14 37
Ships Serviced ' 80 80
Aircraft Serviced 71 9% 167
Operational Expenditures 2 3 5
Hit/Kill Expenditures 1 2 3
Successful Operations per

Launch Attempt 100% 70% 5, 4

Enclosure (7)
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