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~ u n c l a s s iidfupon remval of enclosures (4)throuah (6) 


From: Cmnandinq Officer, Carrier Airborne Early Warnina Squadron OPaE 
HUNDRED TwEmY SIX 

To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj: Cclmnand History for CY 82; submission of 


Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 


Encl: (1) -126 C m d  History For 1982 

(2) Curmanding Officer's Bioqraph~ 

(3) Senior Ccnunand and Aircraft Listinq 

(4) 1982 Battle "En and AFW Excellence Award submissi~n (U) 

(5) End of Cruise Report (U) 

(6) Periodic Operating Report Excerpts (Since Cruise) (U) 


1. (U) In accordance with reference (a), encllosures (1) thru ( 6 )  are provided 
to sup~ly the C m n d  History for CY 1982 of Carrier Airborne Earlv Warnins 
Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWEWIY SIX. 

Copy to: 

Director of Naval History (w/o encls (4) throuqh ( 6 ) )  
-> 




I 

1382 m n s t i t u t d  t h e  most f r u i t f u l  vear for air tmrne e a r l y  warnim aMJ ocmmand 
and kontrol f l i s h t  tine i n  W 1 2 6 ' s  exis tence ,  a s  t h e  squadron flew a record near-
l y  2,300 hours. I n  t h e  past 14 vears  s i n c e  ccanmissioninq, the Seahawks have flown 
near lv  24,000 ho17rr accident  f r ee .  S t ~ r t i n a  i n  Januarv with a Mediterranean/~ndian 
Ocearl T e ~ l o ~ ? n ~ n t  T R F ?  m t h e  OSS ,TOHN F. ((37-67) ,o-ith Carrier A i r  
high p i n t ?  nf t , 7 ~ a rinclur'ca our Februarv ch~ncle of ccmmand, port v i s i t s  tot ' lp 

three cont inents  i rc ludinq t h e  ssua?rcmt s f i r s t  v i s i t  to Aus t ra l i a ,  and't h e  award- 
ing of t h o  CWI?ATnlI= S i l v e r  Pnchor Award. 

The Seahatdta mnducted r e f  r e sher /ca r r i e r  s c ~ a l i f i c a t i n n s  t . ra in ins  i n  t h e  Vi rq in ia  
- Cap? Hatterzs  &ea (4-6 Januarv) , f o l l m e d  bv sn A t l a n t i c  crossinq fran t h e  7 th  
through t h e  16th. W e  io ined t h e  Mdi te r ranean  SIXTH mEET cr 17 January i u s t  be-
f o r e  nur f i r s t  port v i s i t  to Yzlaaa, ,Spain, (17th-21st). Fj'&stern M d  f l i s h t  opera- 
t i o n s  (22-23 Jamuarv) and t h e  mul t i -ba t t l e  group exerc i se  TaTIONAL WEEK, which 
p i t t e d  t h e  "Blue" f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  lUSS JC)%J F. KJ3TEDY ((31-67) and USS IX.JI(2-F' D.' 

EISENHO-V~ER (Cfi!-63)) a q a i n s t  t h e  "Oranse" adversa.ries ( ~ r i m a r i l y  USS NIMITZ 
(CVN-68)) , f ini=llc-? o u t  t h e  wnt -h .  

Februarv brc iaht u s  a new C m n dina O f f  icer,ml?John P. Bookhultz, wi th  t h e  
charqe of  cm;.rl-1 r c c u r r i r a  a b r d  on t h e  2nd. -3AD5B, R l l l e r ,  f m n d e r  Carrier 
Group FOUP,~ n ?a Former Vietnam P.O.W., c:rx>ke to t h e  squadron on t h e  r w a r d s  of a 
Naval Career. C:qua$ron aoals were es tabl ished hv t h e  new r0; (1)?laximum readi-  
ness  and maximtm r i s k  r e d u c t i o ~  while doincr our Z-ilW mission; (2) Rest  possible 
material condit ion of a i r c r a f t ,  equi?anen+ "! and mces; (3) cxnstant  t r a i n i n q  and 
documentation; ( A )  Retention o f  onlv  q u a l i t v  cersonnel;  ( 5 )  Druq ancl a l coho l  abuse 
prevention;  ancl ( 6 )  Exemplarv behavior especially ashore i n  fore iqn mrts. 

Af te r  t r a n s i  t j n q  t h e  Fas te rn  Mdi te r ranean  and a F i s t n r i c  t r a n s i t  of the Suez 
Canal on 3 F e b r u ~ r v ,and t h e  Red Sea bv 6 Februarv, w then ioined t h e  SWEKJ'W 

and beqarl onera t ions  i n  the Gulf of Aden 013 t h e  8th. Af ter  m e r a t i n s  i n  t h e  
North Arabian Spa ~ n dmnduct inq an exerc i se  j.n c a r r i e r  pwer ~ r o i e c t i o n  ashore  
(BFAON FTASB) v i t h  t h e  Omani M i l i t a r v  Forces (22nd-23th) we  tere readv to t r a n s i t  
to t h e  D i g o  Garcia operatim area .  

S t a r t i n g  on A March, a dual -carr ier  o w r a t i o n  mZOT;3( 82-2 (a North Tndian 
m e a n  s t a t i o n  n a ~ da f t e r  a "muppet" p m t )  went on with t h e  USS C O N , ~ A T I O N  
(CV-64) u n t i l  the  *th when VF continued sincrle c a r r i e r  f l i q h t  opera t ions  whi le  
enroute to  P ~ r t h ,  Aust ra l ia .  W-is t r ~ n s i t  south was t h e  f i r s t  of four c r o s s i n a s  
of t h e  Eauator and t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of maw " P c ~ l l ~ ~ "  t h e  realm ofSeahawks i ~ t o  
Neptune a s  Shellhacks. A port v i s i t  to Perth l a s t d  on lv  s i x  dzvs (19 to  25 March) 
bu t  w i l l  l a s t  muc5 lmaer i n  t h e  mmrv of Sea5awks. 



After getting back in the Diecro Garci.2 a r m ,  the suuadron mnductd another 

"Connien/JFK dual-(N operation, CQ17,0 89-3, (29 \qzrcb to 1 Anril). 0-1
the 1st of 
April, the squadron celebratd it's l?th a n r i v r r m r s ~since missioninq. This was 
made doubly sweet since this date alcc r-rl:r-1 calr13th war of accigent-free opera- 
tions, ? record unequalled bv any exclusjvelv R-% "Hawkeve" VAW squadron, and P.E 

are justly proud of our safety record. : X T ~ I ~ J S7-(3-5 April) was ~rohablv the 
most important exercise of the cruise 31-14it ~,iq~~li_a5te?the Wrtsnce of the E-2 
to the aiming. In it the E-2 was ? P S ~ ~ P ~ ~ F Jrmae control officer, coordi- tt;n 

4 	natinq all aiming, carrier, surface w ~ r c i s ~ : : ,;rd providinq a clsse apxoximation 
of the workload which would probablv I-,- w--ricr!-~din ccxnbat in a multi-threat 
three dimensional environment. Operaticxs V-ereculr4uctd enroute to t h e  North Ara-
bian Sea area where it was time for Oreraticm TX)UBLE TEAM on the Mth, our 
Anti-Subrrarine Warfare involvement tc! sanitize an ares where t~ were to subsequently 
operate. Another BEZyXIN FLASH rc~v-red 20th in the North(82-5) e x ~ r c i ~ e  on t1.p 

Arabian Sea. 


The mnth of May was siqnificant for distinsuished visitors. Durinq a mrt 
visit to Manbasa, Kenya, at the beginninq of May cxlr officers ~ 2 r e  entertained at 
the hane of the Cmander of the Kenvan Naw, Rrigadier R. S L i n  Xbilu. Follm7ina 
this prt visit the squadron controlled a 25 aircrzft air mqer demonstration and 
air shm for the President of Scmalia, Smal.iarl Vice President, t-Tlnister of Defense, 
and Ministers of their Arm, Navy, and Air Forcc. 

We mved north on the 13th to the Gulf OF c ? ; n ~ ~ ?(called GCO-OPS!), to rendez- 
' vous with the U.S. Secretary of the Navy, the Fhmrable John Wvr.nan. Durinq his 
visit, he asked aloud if "the current CN aircraft nix ~rovides ?.n adequate number 
of E-2C aircraft." Another aeration BEACOY F7AC.I-7 82-6 rounded out a husv opera-
tional month. 

During the deployment to the Indian Ocean, the USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CY-67) and 
CVW-3 participated in a number of ccxnprehe~sivc exercises. VAT$-126 provided cammand 
and control for all events and helped ensure th? h~ttle force met the demands each 
situation presented. The ship transited the RP? Pea and Suez Canal early in June 
for a port visit in Haifa, Israel. However, i u s t  prior to our arrival, the Lebanon 
crisis erupted (Israeli invasion of Beirut) an.3 6.2 m a n  Eastern Pditerrafiean 
operations instead, which allme? W 1 2 6  to nbc5rve the war frm 150 miles and a 
balcony seat at 25,000 feet for severalteeks. k the 21st, we mile a tkee day 
port visit in Toulon, France. The mglti-battle qrcup exercise DAILY lXXJBLE occurred 
on the 24th through the 26th. It was an exerciw in maintaining local sea control, 
strike support, protection against Soviet surface and air attacks, and mrdinatim 
of ashore air defense. After transitinq the W~stcprn Mediterranean tr'e made another 
port visit to Malaga, Spain. 

;The three day Coast de Sol port visit was particularly eniwable and notwmrthv. 
sane 150 male relatives of members of the airwins and ship's mpany ioind us for 
liberty in Spain and to sail with us b c k  to Norfolk. This unique experience for 
father's, brother's, son's, etc., was memorable for all of us and an exrxtrience 
they will never forget. 
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The second half of the vear was iust as busy and evc~tful. Qur return to Nor-
folk on the 13th of Juls was followed by a well deservd tvn \fi:e~!istanclflcxm for the 
squadron. Determined to "stay up on a step" the S T J ~ ~ ~ O P  for ,711 task- ~7clunt~~rwl 
ings. A back-in-the-saddle safety proqrarn was f~llcwe3 imdiat~lv t : i t h  s.lara-
multi-service (Anti-Air Warfare Exercise) at Beaufort, Soutli Carolina. In-
volvgd were U.S. A m y  missile batteries, U.S. Air Force fiqhters me NiACS ~lanes, 
U.S. Marine Corps fiqhters, and ,eventhe U.S. Coast Guard. Carrier qLlalificatior.s 
on the USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67) (17-23August), a missile ex~rciscl (18-19 
August), Operation SEABAT (Fighter Air Intercept Control and E-3AD-2/2 Intero~r-
ability), and finally, qief of Naval Operations Projet 547 in Kms~yieltrCnds, 
Puerto Rico ended the hectic month of August. 

The month of September started and ended in Puerto Rico with Pro-i2ct 547 run-
ning through the 10th and three of the squadron's four aircraft returnins to m e -
velt Roads for one month an the 30th to support Oranye Air operations ir a readi-
ness exercise (war' at sea) against the USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) and later in October 
against USS AMERICA (CV 66). During this period, the squadron &axe verv ir.volved 
with planning, executing, and controlling Soviet-style simulated massive aircraft 
raids on the carrier battle groups. 

In November, another Operation SFAEAT (2-5 November), Operation vITl,?JPmROLT 11, 
and the FELIX INVITATIONAL with Fighter Squadron ~ I K ' I ' Y ~  kept uc -.crv lvisv. The 
~ I INVITATIONAL involved fishter oantrol and air canbat maneuwrs ig~ithan eyeX 
towards "real-world" situations and tactics. At the conclusior\ of Tl?IJ;.';'iIP,C)LT 11, 
an anti drug traffic round-the-clock surveillance mission, the Seah~c.:;snrosided 
the backdrop display airbraft anc7 crew for a Presidential visit to ITcnesteac7 Air 
Force Base. There, President Ronald Reaqan made a major policv statw~nt corn-
batinq illegal drugs in the United States. Seahawk aircraft had ho1.p-d stein the 
flaw of illegal drugs to our shores and in recognition and awrecietion of this, 
Vice President George Bush (a former Navy pilot himself) sent the squadrcr, a letter 
of conanendation. 

The SEAWWKS 1982 tradition of excellence and achievement was czn@ e f f  in De-
cember with a special and unique recognition, We were awarded the ConaTlander Naval 
Air Force, Atlantic Fleet Silver Anchor Award for the best personnel retention pro-
gram of all Fast Coast VAW squadrons. 

The role of carrier based airborne early warning aircraft durinq the war of 
1982 with W 1 2 6  E2-C Hawkeyes in Carrier Air Winq 7'HREE aboard the US$ J W  F. 
-Y (CV-67) for 6% months, ashore in Norfolk, Virginia, for 5 mnths, and on 
shore detachments in excess of 2 mnths, demonstrated the vital role and ccntribu-
tions of Airborne Early Warning units in all areas of Cmposite Warfare C m d  
(i.e. Anti-Air, Anti-Surface, and Anti-Sukrine Warfare). h?e had completed 1550 
hours on cruise and over 750 hours while shore based since the end of deployment in 
many and varied exercises, all without missing a single scheduled flight. The 
Seahawks approach their 14th accident-free year with the sure and certain knmledge 
that we of W 1 2 6  do things right. 



-- 
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Csrrier Airborne Earlv 127arninq Sq~~idror! 	 is a major (31E HUNDRED 'IF7EVTY-SIX 
ele:x.+.mt of the Carrier ~irbrne Early Warnirwr (IQO?) forces of the United states 
-.-
! :  . ?"it?!sLquadrcnls primary missicn is to use long range radars installed in 
our aircraft to provide the Carrier Task Force Corrsnander w i t h  the earliest 
p s s i b l ' ~rr':arnirqof inpnding air attack, aid using the canputer based weapons 
system, Zofend the force by directinq fiahter zircraft to meet the threat. 
F'icrewe;, the capabilities of our four Grmman E-2C aircraft have prwen 
to kx;-r. ~:;c*-::':tionallyversatile, enaSlinq the sq-iadron's aircrews to play h p r -
t a n t  rclc..: in other varied oper,-tio~s,m r l g  th?m strike control, surface 
scrveillanse, and seach an3 rescue missicns. 

Dmecliate Senior C m a n d  : 

Administrative: aX(IC- TWELVE 
Operaticjnal: ( X N X X X U  THRE 

Q 

Aircraft Assioned: Grunmn E2-C "Hawkeye" 

Bureau #Is: 	 PC630 - 160988 
kc601 - 160118 
AC602 - 159197 
hCG03 - 159107 
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